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FOREWORD. 


~T(  T  was  suggested  to  me  by  my  cousin,  Alfred 
^  Ransford  of  Hunstanton,  that  being  a  native  of 
Stratford-on-Avon,  baptized  there  in  the  historic  Church 
of  Holy  Trinity  (Register  Certificate  No.  705,  Page 
89),  and  the  grand-daughter  of  a  Rainsford  of  the 
Clifford  Chambers  line,  I  should  compile  into  a  little 
book  some  of  his  genealogical  notes  relating  to  the  family, 
which  he  has  collected  over  a  period  of  thirty  years,  in¬ 
spired  and  assisted  by  a  kinsman,  the  late  Frederick 
Vine  Rainsford,  who  began  turning  over  Wills  and  docu¬ 
ments  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  and  devoted  a  great  part  of 
sixty  years  to  research  work. 

This  volume  is  a  brief  outline  of  a  typical  English 
family,  living  in  the  beautiful  homes  of  our  Empire,  yet 
facing  the  vicissitudes  of  life,  with  its  struggles  and  successes ; 
amidst  the  hardships  and  drawbacks  of  a  much  less 
advanced  civilization  ;  who,  like  numerous  others,  in 
response  to  the  call  of  King  and  Country,  have  been 
leaders  of  men,  in  the  Church  and  Services,  in  the  legal 
and  civic  world,  and  in  commercial  enterprise,  upholding 
its  honour  and  traditions,  fighting  for  what  they  believed 
to  be  right,  though  “  mocked,  imprisoned,  slain  with 
sword,”  remembering  the  mottos  of  the  three  main 
branches  of  the  family,  “  Toutzjours  loyall  ;  ”  “  Spera 
in  Deo  ;  ”  and  “  In  one  is  all.” 

I  gratefully  acknowledge  the  use  of  my  cousin’s 
comprehensive  notes  (which  also  authentically  embrace 
direct  family  associations  with  the  immortal  poet,  William 
Shakespeare)  also  for  his  compilation  of  “  The  Table  of 
Descent  of  the  Family  of  Rainsford”  now  in  the  BRITISH 
MUSEUM  and  which  may  also  be  found  in  the  following 
Public  and  Reference  Libraries  : — 

Gloucester  Public  Library. 

Cheltenham  Public  Library. 

Bristol  Public  Library. 

Liverpool  Public  Library. 

Glasgow  Corporation  Public  Library. 

Glasgow  University  Reference  Library. 
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Manchester  Reference  Library. 

Birmingham  Reference  Library. 

Yale,  U.S.A.,  LTniversity  Library. 

Trinity  College,  Dublin,  Reference  Library. 

Bodleian  Library,  Oxford. 

Cambridge  Reference  Library. 

Coventry  Reference  Library. 

Harvard  College,  U.S.A.,  Library. 

Norwich  Public  Library. 

Edinburgh  University  Reference  Library. 

Shakespearean  Museum  Library,  Stratford-on-Avon. 

Melbourne,  Australia,  Reference  Library. 

and  in  about  100  other  places. 

The  principal  authorities  for  this  history  oi  the 
Rainsford  family,  linked  as  it  is  with  so  many  gteat  men 
and  matters  for  close  upon  a  thousand  years,  are  — • 

“The  Norman  People  ”  (author  unknown)  ;  *  The 

House  of  Arundel  ”  (Yeatman)  ;  “  The  Victoria  History 
of  the  Counties  of  England  ;  ”  “Feudal  Baronage  ”  (W. 
Farrer)  ;  “Peerage  and  Pedigree  Studies”  (Horace  Round); 

“  Historic  Peerage  of  England  ”  (Nicholas)  ;  “  The 

Complete  Peerage  ”  (2nd  edition)  ;  The  Visitations  of 
Gloucestershire,  Warwickshire,  Worcestershire,  Oxon., 
Bucks  and  Essex  ;  “A  short  Hisotry  of  the  English 
People  ”  (John  Richard  Green)  ;  “  History  of  the  Norman 
Conquest  ”  (Freeman);  “  The  Wilcotes  Monument  in 
Great  Tew  Church  ”  (William  F.  Carter)  ;  Berks.  Arch. 
Journal  XIII,  18)  ;  “  Blomefield’s  Norfolk  ;  “  Shakes¬ 

peare’s  Contemporaries  ”  (C.  C.  Stopes)  ;  “  The  Hanley 
Court  Collection  ”  (E.  A.  B.  Barnard)  ;  “  Table  of  descent 
of  Rainsford  of  Rainsford,”  complied  by  Alfred  Ransford  ; 

“  Rainsford  Records  ”  and  the  “  Origin  of  the  Ransfords, 
(1919)  ”  by  the  same  author  “  Memorials  of  the 
Danvers  Family”;  (Macnamara);  “Shakespeare’s  Stratford” 
(Fripp)  ;  and  “  Shakespeare’s  Studies  ”  (by  the  same 
author)  ;  the  articles  in  “  Country  Life,”  August  4th  and 
11th,  1928  ;  to  the  Editor  of  which  periodical  I  am  also 
gratefully  indebted  for  the  photographs  taken  of  Clifford 
Chambers  ;  also  articles  in  the  Birmingham  Post  and 
The  Daily  Telegraph ,  in  1931. 

As  the  late  Lord  Birkenhead  said  in  his  last  book, 

“  Turning  Points  in  History  ”  ( Hutchinson )  ; — 
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“  The  writing  of  history  is  an  Art  rather  than  a 
Science,  the  art  of  compelling  figures  to  stand  out  from 
dry  documents  and  musty  folios,  to  tell  as  far  as  possible 
their  own  story.” 

May  the  lives  herein  reviewed  inspire  the  rising 
generation  with  renewed  zeal  and  devotion  to  their 
Country. 

EMILY  A.  BUCKLAND, 

Eaton  Lodge, 

Malvern  Wells.  1932. 


These  additions  to  page  241  were  received  after  the  hook  was  in  print. 


A  descendant  of  this  Irish  branch,  the  Rev.  Marcus  Rainsford’s 
first  wife  was  Miss  Louisa  Dixon,  whose  father  was  the  last  Bishop  of 
Meath,  under  the  Irish  Church  Establishment.  The  Rev.  Marcus  left 
his  parish  at  Dundalk,  Co.  Louth,  after  12  years,  to  take  up  the  incum¬ 
bency  of  Belgrave  Chapel  and  work  in  a  large  parish  round  Belgrave 
Square,  London  ;  his  son  the  Rev.  Marcus  Rainsford  (ii)  M.A.,  being 
Incumbent  of  St.  James’,  Paddington  for  many  years.  The  second  son 
of  the  Rev.  Marcus  Rainsford  of  Belgrave  Chapel  was  Colonel  Stephen 
Dixon  Rainsford,  C.B.  A  third  son  was  the  Rev.  Chas.  Forester  Rains¬ 
ford, M. A., of  Hereford,  and  another  the  Rev.  William  Stephen  Rainsford, 
D.D.,  left  London  for  New  York,  and  for  47  years  worked  in  an  ever 
increasing  parish  as  the  Rector  of  St.  George’s,  New  York  (living  1933). 
He  has  written  several  interesting  books  and  has  recently  retired  from 
Public  life  and  enjoys  big  game  shooting  in  South  Africa  and  elsewhere. 
He  was  a  great  friend  of  the  late  President  Theodore  Roosevelt.  He  has 
two  residences  in  the  States,  one  being  presented  to  him  some  years 
before  the  Great  War  by  his  admirers.  He  has  three  sons  living  in  U.S.A 

The  Rev.  Marcus  Rainsford  (i)  married  as  his  second  wife  Agnes 
Stirling,  Co.  Stirling,  N.B.,  sister  of  General  Sir  William  Stirling, 
Governor  of  the  Tower  of  London. 


There  is  a  family  tradition  handed  down  the  ages  that  the  Rainsfords 
are  descended  from  a  King  of  Saxony,  circa  800.  There  is  a  river 
there  named  Rainsford  and  the  “  Eagle  ”  in  one  of  the  “  Arms  ”  of  the 
family  is  some  evidence.  This  tradition  was  plainly  recorded  in  the 
Irish  pedigree,  but  unfortunately  this  pedigree  was  lost  a  few  generations 
ago.  (See  also  page  147,  paragraph  one;  and  page  272,  paragraph  two.) 
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ERRATA 


Page  11 — The  alterations  to  page  241  were  received  after  the 
book  was  printed. 

Pages  32 — Small  ‘  1  ’  for  lords  of. 

,,  37 — Constances,  read  Coutances. 

,,  38 — Constance,  read  Coutance. 

,,  94 — Small  ‘  1  ’  for  lord  of. 

,,  125 — Small  ‘  1  ’  for  lords  of. 

,,  183 — Wakestead,  read  Wakested. 

,,  200 — Cockayne,  read  Cokayne. 

,,  238 — Fifth  line  for  nephew,  read  brother. 

,,  239 — Sixth  line,  read  Ballinastraw. 

,,  239 — Cradockstown  has  one  ‘  d  ’. 

„  239— Colonel  W.  J.  Read  Rainsford. 

,,  272 — Small  ‘  1  ’  for  lords  of. 

,,  334 — Wakestead,  read  Wakested. 

,,  160 — CR,  read  created. 

„  186— First  line,  1676-8  read  1676-9. 

,,  213 — on,  read  in. 

,,  216 — Last  para.,  King  of  Arms,  read  King  at  Arms, 
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CHAPTER  I. 


The  Origin  of  the  Ardens 

AND  THE  RAINSFORDS. 

“  All  the  world’s  a  stage, 

And  all  the  men  and  women  merely  players, 

They  have  their  exits  and  their  entrances  ; 

And  one  man,  in  his  turn,  plays  many  parts.” 

As  you  like  it. 

Much  has  been  written  questioning  the  early 
life,  education  and  opportunities  of  the  poet  William 
Shakespeare  ;  -perhaps  some  of  the  facts  contained 
in  this  little  book  will  put  those  minds  at  rest  ; 
but  for  the  help  of  those,  who  have  not  made  a  study 
of  his  own  family,  nor  of  those  with  whom  he  associ¬ 
ated,  it  will  be  necessary  to  go  back  several  hundred 
years  for  their  descent  and  social  standing,  which 
makes  rather  dry  reading,  but  by  so  doing  one  under¬ 
stands  the  relationships  and  connections  that  come 
about  later,  which  readers  will  appreciate. 

We,  like  many  others,  claim  descent  from 
Scandinavia  (“  Origin  of  the  Ransfords  ed.  by 
Alfred  Ransford,  1907),  the  land  of  our  beloved  late 
Queen  Alexandra,  known  after  the  death  of  her 
Consort,  King  Edward  VII  of  England,  as  the  Queen 
Mother. 

The  Rainfreds  held  lands  in  England  in  the  time 
of  Canute  and  Edward  the  Confessor,  and  it  is 
thought  were  near  kinsmen  to  Rainay,  or  H ’Rani- 
dux,  Earl  of  Hereford,  who  signs  as  early  as  1023 
(Freeman). 
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The  Reinfreds,  or  Fitz-Reinfreds  (son  of  Rein- 
fred)  descend  from  an  old  Danish  family  in  the  sea- 
coast  district  of  Randers-Fiord,  Denmark. 

After  many  invasions,  the  Danes  took  possession 
of  the  land  called  Normandy  in  Northern  France  ; 
and  Ansfred  the  Dane  was  the  first  Count  for  the 
Western  Boundary  called  Avranches.  (The  Nor¬ 
mandy  Coast,  by  Chas.  Merk). 

Humphrey  is  said  to  be  another  form  of  Ansfred; 
Humphrey  de  Ville’s  grandfather  was  Turolph  the 
rich,  son  of  Bernard,  kinsman  of  Ansfred  the  Dane, 
companion  of  Rollo,  with  whom  apparently,  there 
was  a  close  community  of  blood. 

Rollo,  the  Dane,  was  great,  great, great  grandfather 
of  William  the  Conqueror.  Humphrey  de  Ville,  had  a 
sister,  who  married  Hugh  de  Montgomery,  whose 
grandson  Roger  was  a  companion  of  the  Conqueror  ; 
these  Montgomerys  were  closely  allied  to  the 
x4rundels  and  from  the  Conquest  down  to  the  present 
time  there  have  been  Rainfred-Arundels. 

The  families  of  Bois,  or  Bosco  Tailibois,  de 
Lancaster,  de  Albini,  de  Arundel,  de  Caily,  de 
Preaux,  de  Breure,  or  Belvoir  or  Bevere,  de  Busli, 
Wilcotes,  Fitz-Rainfred,  Rainfred,  Rainsford  and 
many  others  are  connected  and  are  derived  from  the 
Lords  of  St.  Seveur,  Normandy,  before  the  Conquest. 
Among  those  who  bore  the  Lion  of  the  House  of 
Normandy,  were  the  Dukes  of  Normandy,  de  Albini, 
Chester,  Mowbray,  and  many  others.  Among  the 
families  who  bore  the  Eagle  were  Todeni,  Albini, 
Brito  Albini,  de  Wilcotes,  de  Preaux,  also  Rains¬ 
ford  of  Cumberland  and  Rainsford  of  Longdon, 
Co.  Wore,  etc.,  etc. 
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The  Reinfreds  were  kinsmen  of  William  the 
Conqueror,  and  after  his  conquest  of  Britain  he  gave 
them  lands  and  prominent  positions  in  this  country. 
The  family  is  traced  from  that  period  in  deeds, 
wills,  documents,  military  rolls,  etc.,  as  Reinford, 
Ranfred,  Hanfred,  Rayensford,  Rainsford,  Rainforth, 
in  fact,  in  more  than  twenty  different  spellings  of  the 
name,  and  even  found  in  three  ways  in  documents 
relating  to  one  person. 

Sir  Richard  Rainsford,  Lord  Chief  Justice  of 
England,  1676,  in  a  letter  to  the  King,  signs  himself 
Ransford,  omitting  the  “  i,”  and  since  then  other 
branches  of  the  family  have  adopted  this  spelling. 
Another  instance  is  the  Rev.  Edmund  Rainsford, 
M.A.,  descended  from  the  Bodenham  Rainsfords, 
born  at  Bodenham,  1669,  of  Balliol  College,  Oxford, 
Vicar  of  Winchcomb,  1714-1726,  and  appointed 
Master  of  Winchcomb  Grammar  School.  The  first 
six  years  he  signs  the  register  at  the  foot  of  each 
page  ‘  Ransford  ’  without  an  ‘  i,’  and  the  last  six 
years  ‘Rainsford.’  The  Coat  of  Arms  is  Argent  a 
Cross  Sable.  Crest,  a  reindeer,  or  reindeer’s  head 
(a  play  on  the  name,  or  what  is  known  as  a  ‘canting 
crest’),  the  reindeer  sometimes  statant,  sometimes 
couchant  and  at  others,  head  erased  or  couped 
spotted  with  ermine;  with  some  branches  a  chough 
or  raven  sable,  called  the  Danish  raven.  Motto. 
Spera  in  Deo.  Among  the  most  notable  of  the  Rain- 
freds  who  held  baronial  rank  in  England,  were  the  de 
Lancasters,  Barons  of  Kendal  and  William  the  first 
Baron,  styled  de  Lancaster,  was  the  son  of  Gilbert 
Fitz-Reinfred  and  was  made  Governor  of  that  Castle. 
Gilbert’s  brother  one  authority  states,  was  Fulk, 
Earl  of  Anjou,  ob.  1131,  father  of  Geoffrey  Plantagen- 
et,  who  married  Maud,  daughter  of  Henry  I  (see 
“  Norman  People  ”)  another  that  Ivo  or  John 
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Tailbois  was  also  brother  of  Fulk  Earl  of  Anjou; 
later  research  points  to  Ivo  being  brother  of  Fulk 
de  Maltby  (cupbearer  to  Osbern  de  Arches)  son  of 
Reinfrid,  Founder  and  first  Prior  of  Whitby,  Yorks. 
(Notes  and  Queries,  June  18th,  1932,  Vol.  162. 
No.  25,  p.  438,  and  Jan.  31st,  1933,  Vol  164,  No. 
3,  p.  47). 

The  de  Maltbys  were  cousins  of  the  Earls 
of  Chester,  as  evidenced  by  their  arms,  the 
“  Wheatsheaves.” 

These  Earls  of  Chester  as  well  as  the  Renfreds 
descend  from  Renfred  or  Ainfred  the  Dane,  near 
kinsman  (some  authorities  state  half-brother)  to 
Rollo  1st  Duke  of  Normandy,  circa  870 — 920. 

Ivo  Tailbois,  sometimes  called  Reinfrid  Tailbois, 
was  of  Lincoln  and  Norfolk  and  reputed  the  1st 
Baron  of  Kendal,  he  is  said  to  have  married  Lucy, 
daughter  of  Thorold,  Sheriff  of  Lincoln,  and  at  his 
death,  Lucy  married  Ralph,  Earl  of  Chester  and 
Lincoln. 

Gilbert  had  issue  (1)  William  de  Lancaster 
I  (2)  Roger,  whose  son,  Gilbert,  married  the 
heiress  of  William  II  de  Lancaster,  his  cousin,  and 
dying  1219,  left  William  III  de  Lancaster,  whose 
sisters  were  his  heirs.  (3)  Warin  de  Lancaster  on 
whom  Henry  II  conferred  the  estates  of  Preston, 
formerly  held  by  Gilbert  Fitz  Renfrid,  his  great¬ 
grandfather,  and  hence  descend  the  important 
Preston  family  in  Lancashire,  who  bore  the  arms  of 
the  de  Lancasters,  with  a  slight  difference. 

Roger  Fitz-Renfred,  alias  Albini,  was  Lord  of 
St.  Saveur,  Normandy,  about  1070,  and  his  son, 
Helie,  had  two  daughters,  Letitia,  who  married  (1) 
Jordan  Tesson  and  (2)  William  de  Serans  ;  and 
Cicely,  the  younger,  who  married  Fulk  de  Preaux, 
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Ravingham,  Norfolk,  soon  after  the  Conquest,  was 
granted  to  Robert  de  Belmont,  or  Beaumont,  Count 
Mellent  of  Normandy,  and  Earl  of  Leicester  in 
England,  in  the  time  of  Henry  I,  who  gave  it  to  the 
Benedictine  Abbey  of  de  Preaux,  (or  de  Prattellis)  in 
Normandy. 

Robert  de  Beaumont  and  his  brother,  Henry  de 
Newburgh,  Earl  of  Warwick,  were  descended  from 
Humphrey  de  Villes,  or  Vaux,  who  founded  the 
Abbey  of  Preaux,  and  who  was  the  son  of  Toroid 
of  Pont  Audemer,  by  Weava,  sister  of  Gunora,  the 
Duchess.  Toroid  was  descended  from  Bernard  the 
Dane,  near  kinsman  to  Rollo. 

Osborne  de  Cailly  I  married  Maud  de  Beaumont, 
sister  of  Roger  de  Beaumont,  the  father  of  Robert, 
First  Earl  of  Leicester,  and  this  Roger  was  a  son  of 
Humphrey  de  Villes.  Their  son,  Osborn  de  Cailly 
II  calls  himself  in  a  deed,  ‘  Osborn  de  Preaux,  son  of 
Osborn  de  Caily,’  and  from  him  descended  the 
distinguished  family  of  Despreaux  in  France,  and 
Great  Tew,  Oxon,  whose  heiress  married  with 
Henry  Rainsford,  Lord  of  that  Manor.  (See  “  Sires 
of  Preaux,  Notes  and  Queries,  12.  S.  XII,  372.”, 

William  de  Lancaster  I,  first  Baron  of  Kendal, 
son  of  Gilbert  Fitz-Rainfred,  alias  Taillbois,  married 
Gundred  de  Warren,  Countess  of  Warwick,  the 
widow  of  Roger  de  Beaumont,  or  de  Newburgh, 
Second  Earl  of  Warwick.  Her  brother,  William  de 
Warren,  Third  Earl  of  Warren  and  Surrey,  married 
Ella  de  Belhesme,  and  had  issue  Isabella,  who  died 
1199.  She  married  Hamlin  Plantagenet,  natural  son 
of  Geoffrey  Plantagenet  ;  and  their  daughter,  Matilda 
de  Longueville,  ob.  1209,  married  (1)  Osbert  de 
Preaux,  Lord  of  Preaux,  and  kinsman  of  John  de 
Preaux,  who  had  the  grant  of  the  Manor  of  Great 
Tew,  Oxon.,  in  1203,  by  his  cousin  Ranulph  le 
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Meschin,  Earl  of  Chester.  As  we  have  seen,  these  de 
Preaux  or  de  Pratellis,  were  Norman  Barons  des¬ 
cended  from  Hugh  Lupus,  nephew  of  William  the 
Conqueror. 

There  was  a  grant  to  Roger  de  Beaumont,  Earl 
of  Warwick  and  Gundred  his  Countess,  and  William, 
their  son,  of  the  lands  of  Compton  (Compton  Verney, 
Co.  Warwick,  near  Stratford-on-Avon)  before  1130, 
to  hold  of  the  Earl  by  the  service  of  one  Knight. 

In  1123-1153  there  is  a  Charter  of  Roger,  Earl 
of  Warwick,  addressed  to  all  his  Barons  and  lieges, 
in  which  reference  is  made  to  the  Abbey  of  Preaux. 

Adelina,  wife  of  Hugh  de  Montfort,  came  to 
Preaux,  saying  “  In  this  place  I  give  my  body  and 
soul,  that  I  may  here  be  buried  before  my  Father 
and  my  kinsfolk.” 

Gilbert  Fitz-Rainfred,  or  de  Lancaster,  third 
Baron  of  Kendal,  is  frequently  mentioned  with  his 
father,  Roger  Fitz-Rainfred,  in  connection  with  that 
Abbey.  In  1184-1205  in  a  Charter  of  Walter,  Earl  of 
Warwick,  he  grants  to  the  Abbey  of  St.  Peter  of 
Preaux,  and  the  monks  there  serving  God,  “  the 
whole  ville  of  Warmton  with  all  its  appurtenances  !  ” 
Anfred  was  the  Abbot,  1066-1078.  Several  of  the  de 
Beaumonts  are  buried  in  the  Chapter  House  of 
Preaux. 

Turchillus,  the  Saxon  Lord  of  Warwick,  mar¬ 
ried  Countess  Perche  and  had  a  daughter,  Margaret, 
who  married  Henry  de  Beaumont  or  de  Newburgh, 
First  Norman  Earl  of  Warwick.  Margaret’s  half- 
brother  was  Siward,  ancestor  of  William  de  Arden, 
who,  in  the  time  of  King  John  was  Lord  of  Rad- 
borne  (or  Rodborn)  about  three  miles  from  Southam, 
Co.  Warwick,  descended  from  Roger  de  Busli,  found- 
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er  of  Blythe  Abbey,  1088.  From  these  Radbornes 
descended  Margaret  de  Arden  or  Radborne,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Lodovic,  son  and  heir  of  William  Greville  of 
Campden;  and  from  them  descended  the  Radbornes 
of  Enstone,  two  miles  from  Little  Tew  where  the 
junior  line  of  the  Rainsfords  first  settled  in  the  15th 
Century. 

Also  from  this  branch  derive  the  Ardens  of  Park 
Hall,  from  whom  are  deduced  the  Ardens,  the 
maternal  ancestors  of  the  immortal  poet  William 
Shakespeare,  his  mother  being  Mary  Arden  of 
Williamscote,  in  Aston  Cantlow,  Co.  Warwick,  now 
merged  into  Stratford-on-Avon. 

Roger  fil  Rainfred,  was  Lord  of  St.  Seveur  in 
Normandy,  1070  (‘Yeatman’).  Roger,  a  descendant, 
was  a  Governor  of  the  Tower  of  London  and  was 
witness  to  the  Will  of  Henry  II  in  1182. 

In  1189  the  estates  in  Lancashire  were  granted 
to  Gilbert  Fitz  Rainfred  by  Richard  I,  in  the  first 
year  of  his  reign.  He  held  the  Manors  within  the 
Barony  of  Westmorland,  of  whom  his  ancestors  were 
the  chief  lords  (Yeatman),  King  John  conferred  the 
Barony  of  Lancaster  on  Gilbert  Fitz  Rainfred, 
1199-1200. 

Another  branch  of  this  house  was  Walter  de 
Coutances  ob.  1207,  who  was  appointed  Archbishop 
of  Rouen  in  1184,  succeeding  his  cousin  Robert  de 
Beaumont  who  died  1183.  These  ancestors  were 
buried  in  the  Chapter  House  of  Preaux. 

This  Walter  de  Coutances  is  described  as  the 
son  of  Reinfrid  by  Godith,  and  had  several  grants  of 
Manors  in  Cornwall,  Devon  and  Somerset  by  his 
kinswoman  Maud  the  Empress,  daughter  of  Henry  I. 
Adeliza  his  second  Queen  granted  the  Estate  of 
Stanton  Harcourt,  Co.  Oxon.,  to  her  relative  Milli- 
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cent,  wife  of  Richard  de  Canville,  whose  daughter 
Isabel  married  Robert  de  Harcourt. 

To  sum  up,  the  de  Preaux  descended  in  the 
female  line  through  Maud  de  Beaumont,  who  des¬ 
cended  from  Bernard  the  Dane,  the  companion  of 
Rollo,  ancestor  of  William  the  Conqueror  ;  and  we 
also  see  that  the  poet  Shakespeare’s  ancestors  on  his 
mother’s  side  derive  from  Roger  de  Beaumont. 

In  the  male  line,  the  de  Preaux  descended 
apparently  from  the  Osbornes,  Barons  of  Cailly, 
who  were  closely  allied  to  the  families  of  Rainfred 
and  Albini,  Viscounts  of  St.  Seveur,  Normandy, 
who  were  descended  from  Malahide,  uncle  of  Rollo, 
first  Duke  of  Normandy. 

Connected  by  blood  with  this  line  are  a  great 
number  of  well  known  Northern  families,  including 
the  de  Prestons  ;  le  Butlers,  alias  Glanville  (Dukes  of 
Ormonde)  ;  the  Traffords  of  Trafford  ;  Lathoms  of 
Lathom,  who  merged  into  Stanleys,  Earls  of  Derby  ; 
The  Viscounts  Bayeux  (from  whom  the  Norman 
Earls  of  Chester)  ;  the  Albinis,  Earls  of  Arundel  ; 
Joicelins,  Mowbrays,  Dukes  of  Norfolk,  Earls  of 
Egmont  ;  Belvoir,  Raines,  Rainay  or  Rodney  (the 
last  form  appearing  about  1300  )  ;  and  also  Fitz- 
Rajnfreds  (a  compound  of  the  former),  some  of 
whom  held  Baronial  rank  in  England  in  the  time 
of  Domesday. 

Henry  de  Albini,  supposed  younger  brother  of 
Nigel  de  Albini,  whose  son  Roger  had  interest  in 
Kendal,  had  a  great  grand-daughter  who  married 
Drogo  de  Preaux  ;  this  Drogo  was,  in  1278,  among 
the  free  tenants  of  the  Manor  of  Great  Tew,  Oxon, 
which  Manor  descended  to  John  Wilcotes,  who 
married  the  Preaux  heiress  about  1405. 
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John  Wilcotes’  ancestor,  Bishop  Rainer,  or 
Rainfred  of  St.  Asaph,  purchased  of  le  Strange  of 
Knocking,  about  1200,  the  township  of  Wilcote, 
Salop,  at  the  enormous  price  of  seventy  marks,  in 
order  that  he  might  bestow  it  upon  the  hospital 
which  he  was  founding  and  richly  endowing,  at 
Oswestry,  Salop  (vide  le  Strange  records).  After  this, 
he  and  his  descendants,  apparently  assumed  the 
name  of  Wilcote. 

It  is  claimed  that  the  two  great  lines  of  Rainsford, 
the  Lancaster  and  the  Shropshire,  merged  when 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Wilcotes  of  Great  Tew, 
Oxon,  and  his  second  wife,  Elizabeth  Cheney,  mar¬ 
ried  about  1440,  her  kinsman  Henry  Rainsford,  of 
Rainsford  Hall,  Lancashire.  (See  brasses  in  Great 
Tew  Church)  and  Chapter  IV  on  The  Rainsfords 
of  Great  Tew. 

Margaret,  her  sister,  also  of  the  second  marriage, 
married  John  Ashfield  of  Heythrop  Park,  Co.  Oxon 
adjacent  to  Great  Tew  Park. 

The  connection  with  the  le  Stranges  and  the 
Rainsfords  Salop,  and  the  Wilcotes  of  Great  Tew, 
Oxon,  came  about  thus  :  About  1010,  Berta,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Guido  Reinfrid,  Lord  of  Albemarle  and  founder 
of  the  castle  of  Albemarle,  also  of  the  Abbey  of  St. 
Martin,  married  Hugh,  Count  of  Pontivy,  who  was 
of  the  House  of  Brittany.  The  le  Stranges  are  of  the 
same  race,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  they  have 
held  the  estates  and  land  at  and  around  Hunstanton, 
Norfolk,  since  1100,  in  the  female  line. 

The  Manor  of  Tew  was  held  by  Reinfrids  from 
about  1150  to  1610,  first  by  Reinfrid  or  Ranulph, 
Earl  of  Chester,  and  followed  by  his  kinsmen  the  de 
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Preaux,  Wilcotes  and  Rainsfords,  who  were  all 
primarily  Rainfrids  of  Brittany. 

John,  lord  of  Preaux,  was  a  favourite  minister 
of  Richard  Coeur  de  Lion,  and  of  King  John  ;  his 
descendants  established  themselves  in  Guernsey  in 
1400,  and  persist  to  the  present  day,  calling  them¬ 
selves  Priaux,  and  still  bearing  their  ancient  Arms 
Gules  an  eagle  displayed  or  ;  though  as  Seigneurs  of 
Raineval  (the  House  of  Raines)  they  used  the  Raine- 
val  Arms  ;  a  Cross  charged  with  five  silver  shells. 
They  also  bore  three  chevrons  interlaced  in  base,  on 
a  chief  three  roundlets  (untinctured). 

A  branch  of  the  Wilcotes  and  Rainsfords  also 
bore  the  eagle  displayed,  ducally  gorged,  as  well  as 
argent  a  cross  sable. 

The  early  history  of  the  Manor  of  Rainford, 
Lancashire,  about  eight  miles  from  Liverpool,  is 
obscure.  In  1150,  Sir  Geoffrey  de  Rainford,  or 
Raynesford,  is  inscribed  in  the  Roll  of  Knights  of 
William,  Earl  of  Gloucester  ;  descent  claimed  from 
Kings  of  Denmark  (vide  lib.  Niger)  and  Richard  de 
Rainey  or  Reinfred  appears  to  have  been  with 
Richard  Coeur  de  Lion  in  the  third  Crusade  at  the 
taking  of  Acre,  1191,  and  slain  there. 

In  1199,  King  John  confirmed  the  Rents  of 
Preston,  Lancs.,  to  Henry  Fitz-Warin  de  Lancaster 
(Raines  IV  297/8). 

Reinfrid  was  a  monk  in  Evesham  Abbey, 
Worcs.,  1086,  to  which  office  he  was  appointed  by 
his  cousin  Hugh  Lupus,  Earl  of  Chester,  and  who 
later  became  the  first  Prior  of  Whitby  Abbey, 
Yorks,  (page  20). 
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Roger  de  Bruere  (?)  identical  with  Roger 
Fitz-Reinfred,  by  his  second  wife  had,  1st 
Reinfrid  de  Bruere,  sometimes  called  Reinfrid 
Fitz  Roger,  ob.  s.p.  circa  1207  ;  2nd,  William  de 
Bruere,  or  William  Fitz  Reinfrid  ;  this  William 
Fitz  Reinfrid  was  Bishop  of  Exeter,  and  died  1244. 
The  3rd  son  was  Ralph  de  Bruere,  or  Ralph  Fitz 
Roger  Fitz  Reinfrid.  (History  of  the  House  of 
Arundel,  by  John  Pym  Yeatman). 

Gilbert  Fitz-Rainfred,  or  Gilbert  Fitz  Roger 
Fitz  Rainfred,  who  succeeded  to  the  Barony  of 
Kendal,  ‘  jure  uxoris  ’  through  his  marriage  with 
Hawise  de  Lancaster,  his  cousin,  daughter  of  William 
de  Lancaster  11,  Baron  of  Kendal,  was  Steward  to 
Henry  II  and  Richard  I,  and  was  constantly  in  the 
retinue  of  Henry  when  in  France  between  1180  and 
1189.  We  have  already  mentioned  him  in  connection 
with  the  Abbey  of  Preaux  in  1184. 

1354,  March  18,  Westminster,  Thomas  de 
Holand  going  to  Brittany  in  the  King’s  Service,  has 
letters  nominating  Roger  Mortumere  (Mortimer) 
and  John  de  Rayneforde  as  his  Attorneys  in  England. 
(Pipe  Rolls  Ed.  III). 

In  his  will  1361  John  de  Rayneforde  makes 
bequests  to  be  distributed  “  at  the  discretion  of  my 
lords,  that  is  to  say,  principally  for  the  soul  of  Sir 
Thomas  de  Holand,  late  Earl  of  Kent,  and  of  Sir 
Otto  de  Holand,  brother  of  the  same  Earl,”  etc. 

He  also  bequeaths  three  cups,  one  old  chalice, 
and  two  pieces  of  broken  silver  in  the  custody  of 
John  de  Langfield,  to  make  a  new  chalice  to  be  given 
to  the  church  of  Prescot  (the  mother  church  of 
Rainford,  Lancs.) 
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He  mentions  John  de  Rayneforde  the  younger, 
and  nominates  as  his  overseers  John  de  Holand  and 
Thomas  de  Molyneux  with  others. 

(See  Notes  and  Queries,  February,  1925). 

In  1391,  the  Bishop  of  Lichfield  granted  John 
de  Rainford  a  licence  for  the  celebration  of  Divine 
Service  by  a  priest  in  the  oratory  of  his  Manor 
House  at  Rainford,  Lancs.  (Lichfield  Epic.  Reg. 
VI  Folio  127).  (See  also  “The  Origin  of  the  Rains- 
fords.”) 

The  Manor  House  still  exists,  but  is  now  called 
“  Mossborough  Hall.”  It  is  surrounded  by  a  moat. 

The  Christian  name  of  Remigius  frequently 
occurs  in  the  family  of  Bois  of  Hailsham  and  is  a  form 
of  Rainfred.  Remigius  was  Bishop  of  Lincoln  at  the 
time  of  the  Conquest  (History  of  House  of  Arundell, 
p.  168).  He  was  Almoner  of  Fecamp  in  1066,  and 
contributed  one  ship  and  twenty  knights  for  the 
invasion  of  England.  He  annexed  the  Abbey  of 
Eynsham  in  1091,  where  a  certain  Edmond  Rayns- 
ford  was  Prior,  at  the  dissolution  of  that  monastery 
in  1539.  The  Bishop  died  in  1092. 

De  Bois  or  de  Bosco  of  Hailsham,  Sussex, 
appear  to  be  the  same  family  as  Ernold  de  Bosco, 
whose  chief  seat  was  Weston  in  Arden,  Co.  Warwick. 

There  was  a  family  living  at  Fersfield,  Norfolk, 
in  the  early  part  of  the  fourteenth  century,  evidently 
of  the  same  stock  as  Ernald  de  Bosco  or  de  Bois, 
the  hereditary  steward  to  Robert  de  Beaumont, 
First  Earl  of  Leicester  (1103),  and  son  of  the  Count 
of  Mellent,  to  whom  he  gave  the  Manor  of  Hidcote- 
Boyce  (Ebrington,  Co.  Gloucester).  On  the  effigy 
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of  Sir  Robert  de  Bois,  or  de  Bosco,  Knight,  in  Fers- 
field  church,  may  be  seen  on  his  breast-plate  his  coat 
ermine,  a  cross  sable  ;  his  feet  rest  on  a  buck 
couchant,  argent  spotted  with  ermine,  being  his 
crest. 

The  ancient  arms  of  de  Busli  were  argent  two 
bars  sable  ;  and  the  de  Lancaster’s,  sometimes 
styled  Rainfred  and  sometimes  Taillebois,  were  two 
bars  gules,  a  lion  passant  or.  The  Arms  of  the  de 
Busli,  argent  two  bars  sable  crossed,  are  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  the  Arms  of  Bois  of  Fersfield  and  of  Rains- 
ford,  viz.  argent  a  cross  sable. 

Sir  Robert  de  Bois  married  Christian,  daughter 
of  Sir  William  Latimer,  widow  of  Sir  John  Carbonel 
of  Wallingfield  in  Suffolk.  The  Rainsfords  and  the 
Cloptons  were  connected  with  the  Manors  of  Castle- 
lynes  in  Wallingfield,  and  Castlelynes  in  Groton 
Suffolk.  John  Winthrop,  the  first  Governor  of  Mass¬ 
achusetts,  U.S.A.,  became  connected  with  the 
Manor  of  Castlelynes  by  marriage  with  Thomasine, 
his  second  wife,  daughter  of  William  Clopton,  who 
died  December  11th,  1616,  and  was  buried  in  Groton 
Church.  The  Governor  Winthrop  was  born  at 
Edwardston,  Suffolk,  a  neighbouring  parish  to 
Groton. 

Some  of  the  variants  under  which  the  family 
name  occurs  are  Wraynesford,  de  Wrenford  Wren- 
ford,  Wrensford,  Wainsford,  Ainfred  Ansfred,  Ben- 
hard,  Banyard,  Kettell  ;  the  last  form  from  the 
mythological  kettle  of  the  Gods,  which  enters  into 
many  old  Norseman’s  names.  Benhard  signifies  a 
bairn,  son  of.  (Ferguson’s  Surnames). 

Ivo  le  Taillbois  (signifying  the  wood  cutter), 
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had  a  son  or  grandson  (?)  Kettell  Taillbois.  In  the 
time  of  Edward  the  Confessor  (1042-1066)  one  of  the 
name  held  considerable  lands  in  Norfolk  and  Essex. 
He  held  Hainford,  Norfolk,  about  eight  miles  from 
Norwich,  under  Stigand,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
and  was  ejected  by  the  Conqueror.  He  also  held 
land  at  Ketteringham,  Wreningham,  Carleton,  and 
Bunwell  of  Hadeston,  the  latter  place  being  the 
Capital  Manor  of  his  successor  and  kinsman,  Roger 
Fitz-Renard  or  Rainfred  or  Baynard,  now  known 
as  Banyard’s  Hall,  at  present  a  farmhouse  surrounded 
by  a  deep  moat  and  situate  about  ten  miles  from 
Norwich.  Carleton  afterwards  descended  to  the 
Stapletons,  who  were  closely  allied  by  marriage  to  the 
Lancashire  Fitz-Reinfrids. 


The  name  of  Kettell  still  survives  in  Worcester¬ 
shire  in  Kettell  Hill,  or  Kettell  Keep  (Symonds’ 
‘  Malvern  Chase  ’)  near  Longdon  and  Castle  Morton. 
The  lands  were  owned  afterwards  by  their  successors, 
the  Wrenfords  and  Ranfords.  The  Kettells  also 
denominated  Kettelby,  Line.,  afterwards  in  possess¬ 
ion  of  Roger  Fitz-Reinfred  ;  and  also  Kettlestone, 
Norfolk,  afterwards  succeeded  by  the  Raynes. 


Their  ancestors,  the  Hraefingas  gave  their  name 
to  Wreningham,  Rainthorpe,  Ravingham,  Raynham, 
Norfolk  ;  also  Rayne  and  Braintree,  Essex  ;  Wren- 
side,  Ransdale  in  the  lake  district  ;  Rainford  and 
Raynhill,  Lancs.  ;  Bransford  ?  and  Branshill  ?  Worcs., 
and  many  other  places. 


A  family  of  Braintree,  Essex,  bore  for  Arms, 
Argent  on  a  cross  engrailed  sable  five  etoiles  or, 
being  similar  to  the  arms  borne  by  the  Lancashire 
and  Oxfordshire  branches,  namely  argent,  a  cross 
sable 
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At  the  survey,  Bradfield,  Essex,  was  held  by 
Roger  de  Rayne  and  in  1306  (Middlesex  Rolls) 
members  of  the  de  Rayne  family  were  tenants 
of  St.  Bartholomew’s,  London.  The  village  and 
church  of  Bradfield  were  held  later  by  Sir  William 
de  Reynus.  John  Reyneford  in  1426,  held  the  same 
Manor  of  Humphrey,  Duke  of  Gloucester.  This 
John  was  Constable  or  Deputy  Constable  of  the 
Cinque  Ports,  and  the  manor  remained  in  the  Essex 
line  of  Rainsford  till  1559.  Rainelm  of  the  same 
family  tree,  was  Bishop  of  Hereford  and  Chancellor 
to  the  Queen  in  1101  (Haydn). 

In  the  Oxford  Arch.  Soc.,  1893,  p.  18,  there  is 
a  “  reference  to  a  law  suit  in  1459  between  William 
Gaynesford  and  John  Catesby,  plaintiff's,  and  Edm. 
Read,  defendant,  for  the  Manor  of  Checkendon  ” — 
Jane  Catesby  married  Gainsford  of  Castleton,  Surrey; 
and  there  were  Gainsfords  living  at  Crowhurst, 
Surrey,  and  Kidlington  and  Idbury,  Oxford  (Oxford¬ 
shire  Visitations,  p.  155).  They  bore  Argent  a 
chevron  gules  between  three  grey  hounds  courant 
sable,  collared  or.  They  appear  to  be  closely  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Essex  Rainsfords,  who  bore  for  their 
crest  a  greyhound  courant  p.p.r.  (i.e.,  dark  russet 
colour)  collared  and  ringed  or  ;  the  badge  of  Sir 
Laurence  Rainsford  being  a  silver  greyhound. 

Crowhurst  church  contains  several  ancient 
brasses  to  the  Gaynsfords.  According  to  tradition 
Henry  VIII  on  his  way  to  Anne  Boleyn  at  Hever 
Castle,  visited  Crowhurst  Place,  the  seat  of  the 
Gaynsfords,  an  old  mansion  surrounded  by  a  moat. 
Sir  John  Rainsford  had  a  grant  of  Hever  Castle,  1463. 
William  Rainsford,  the  second  of  the  Essex  line,  held 
Colchester  Castle  in  Knights  fee  of  che  Duke  of 
Gloucester. 
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From  the  Baynards  derive  the  Townsends, 
Marshams  and  Kerrisons  of  Norfolk,  also  the  de 
Beaumonts,  alias  de  Newburghs  (The  Norman 
People).  There  were  the  Baynards  of  Blagdon, 
Somerset,  not  far  from  Rodney  Stoke,  and  the  de 
Weares,  both  of  whom  are  mentioned  with  the 
Rainfreds  in  connection  with  lands  in  that  county, 
and  are  also  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  Bay- 
nard  lands  in  Norfolk. 

The  Eastern  branch  of  the  family  was  founded 
by  Roger  Fitz  Renard,  who  was  tenant  in  capite 
(namely  directly  under  the  King)  in  1086,  of  thirteen 
Manors  in  Norfolk. 

The  descendants  of  this  Fitz  Renard  assumed 
the  name  of  Haddeston  and  Huddiston.  At  the 
Visitation  of  Warwickshire,  1619,  William  de  Hud¬ 
diston  is  described  as  of  Warwick  and  King’s  Cliff; 
and  bore  Gules,  a  chevron  argent,  between  three 
pairs  of  Amulets  interlaced.  The  Arms  of  Huddiston 
are  the  16th  quartering  in  the  Shield  of  Beaufoy, 
the  15th  quartering  being  argent,  a  cross  sable 
for  Rainsford  of  Tew  Magna,  and  the  4th  quartering 
azure,  an  eagle  displayed  argent  for  Wilcotes  of  Tew. 

These  latter  Arms  with  a  slight  difference,  were 
also  borne  by  the  Wrenfords  or  Rainsfords  of  Long- 
don,  Worcestershire,  five  miles  from  Tewkesbury, 
which  were  azure,  an  eagle  displayed  argent,  ducally 
gorged  or. 

There  was  a  well-known  family  of  Ingoldsthorpe 
in  Norfolk,  who  took  their  name  from  that  Manor. 
They  were  also  Lords  of  Raynham,  Norfolk,  and  it 
is  thought  very  probable  they  derived  from  Roger 
Fitz-Renard,  the  tenant  in  capite  temp.  Domesday 
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who  was  succeeded  by  Ivo  le  Tailbois,  or  Rainfred. 
This  line  ended  in  an  heiress,  daughter  of  Sir 
Edmund  Ingoldsthorpe  (ob.  1456),  who  married  Sir 
John  Neville,  the  grandson  of  Ralph,  First  Earl  of 
Westmorland  by  Lady  Joan  Beaufort,  daughter  of 
John  of  Gaunt  by  Catherine  Swinford.  There  had 
already  been  a  connection  with  the  Neville  family, 
when  Sir  Laurence  Rainsford  of  Essex,  married  his 
second  wife,  Ann  Percy,  who  was  a  daughter  of 
Henry,  2nd  Earl  of  Northumberland  by  Lady 
Eleanor  Neville,  a  daughter  of  Ralph,  first  Earl  of 
Westmorland.  (Another  daughter,  Cecily,  married 
Richard,  Duke  of  Gloucester,  father  of  Ed.  IV, 
Rich.  Ill  and  George,  Duke  of  Clarence  and  Earl 
of  Warwick). 

The  connection  between  the  Rainsfords  and 
Nevilles  was  renewed  for  the  third  time,  in  the 
seventeenth  century,  when  Richard  Rainsford,  son  of 
Sir  Richard  Rainsford,  Chief  Justice  of  the  King’s 
Bench,  1676-79,  married  Ann,  daughter  of  Colonel 
Richard  Neville,  of  Billingbeare.  (See  Chapter  X). 

Yeatman’s  History  of  the  House  of  Arundel 
says  : — “  Gilbert  a  son  of  Reiner  or  Reinfrid  settled 
at  a  very  early  period  in  Lancs.,  for  he  returned 
himself  early  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II  (see  certificate 
of  Knight’s  fees)  holding  then  the  very  estates  men¬ 
tioned  as  having  been  granted  to  Gilbert  Fitz- 
Reinfrid  by  Richard  I,  from  which  it  would  seem 
that  the  King  was  only  regranting  an  ancient  possess¬ 
ion  of  the  family.  He  also  states  that  Roger  Fitz 
Reinfrid,  married  Rohaise  de  Meschins,  niece  of 
Ranulph,  Earl  of  Chester.  The  Rainfrid  who  went 
to  Jerusalem,  1190,  is  probably  identical  with  Richard 
de  Rainey,  Kt.  (4  Rich.  I)  who  was  said  to  have 
been  slain  there.  In  Haydn’s  Dictionary  of  Dignities 
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is  given: — 1174-75  and  1178-9,  Roger  Fitz-Reinfrey, 
Justice,  who  was  Sheriff  of  Sussex  23  to  33  Henry  II 
(1177-87)  and  of  Berks,  1188  and  1199.  Constable 
of  Tower  of  London  temp.  Rich.  I,  1189-99  ;  and 
the  same  of  Dover  Castle  temp.  John  1199-1216. 


Fuller  in  his  “  Worthies  of  England,”  gives  the 
following  as  Sheriffs  : 


1464  (3  Ed.  IV.)  Berks,  and  Oxon. 

1467  (6  Ed.  IV.)  Essex  and  Herts. 

1471  (10  Ed.  IV.)  Wilts. 

1538  (29  Hen.  VIII.)  Essex  and  Herts 
1555  (2  &  3  Ph.  &  Mary)  Berks,  and  Oxon. 
1574  (15  Eliz  )  Oxon. 


William  Rainsford  (Miles) 
Laurence  Rainsford(Miles) 
Laurence  Rainsford(Miles) 
John  Rainsford  (Miles) 
William  Rainsford 
Henry  Rainsford  (Ar.) 


Similar  positions  were  held  by  Sir  Richard 
Rayney  or  Rodney,  who  was  Constable  of  Bristol 
Castle  in  1322  ;  John  Reyneford,  Constable  or  Dep¬ 
uty  Constable  of  Dover  Castle,  1426  ;  and  in  1579, 
Hercules  Rainsford  of  Clifford  Chambers  was  Con¬ 
stable  of  the  Castle  of  Dublin  and  sometime  of 
Limerick.  In  1676,  Captain  Francis  Rainsford  was 
Deputy  Constable  of  the  Tower  of  London  and  in 
1750,  Major  Charles  Rainsford  was  Deputy  Lieuten¬ 
ant  of  the  Tower. 
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The  son  of  Geoffrey  de  Saye  and  Alice,  nee  Cheney,  viz.,  William  de  Saye,  Lord  of  Berling  and  Sele,  was  one  of  the  25 
Barons  to  enforce  Magna  Charta.  Governor  of  the  Castle  of  Rochester.  The  grandson,  William  de  Saye  II,  was  summoned 
to  Parliament  1294-5,  ob.  1295. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


The  Rainsfords  of  Essex,  Norfolk 
and  Suffolk. 

“  He  cannot  be  a  perfect  man 

Not  being  tried  and  tutor’d  in  the  world, 

Experience  is  by  industry  achieved, 

And  performed  by  the  swift  course  of  time.” 

Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona. 

It  is  thought  very  possible  that  the  Rainsfords 
of  Essex  descend  from  William  Rainsford  who  held 
the  Manor  of  Alpheton,  Co.  Suffolk,  under  John  of 
Gaunt  circa.,  1380,  and  was  brother  or  cousin  of 
John  de  Rainsford,  who  in  1391,  as  we  have  previous¬ 
ly  noticed,  had  from  the  Bishop  of  Lichfield  a  licence 
to  celebrate  Divine  Service  by  a  Priest  in  his  Oratory 
at  Rainsford  Manor  House,  Lancs.,  and  who  in 
1386,  was  “  one  of  the  gentlemen  bearing  arms  with 
John  of  Gaunt,  Duke  of  Lancaster,  and  Constable 
of  Lancaster  Castle,  at  the  famous  trial  between  Sir 
Robert  le  Grosvenor  and  Sir  Richard  le  Scrope, 
respecting  a  Coat  of  Arms.” 

The  son  of  this  William  was  a  second  William 
Rainsford  of  Bradfield  Hall,  Essex,  and  through  this 
William  we  trace  to  Henry  de  Rainford,  who  bore 
Arms  Argent  a  cross  sable  and  bordure  of  the  same 
at  the  Siege  of  Caerlaverock  (Ed.  I.  M.  Roll).  The 
following  extracts  describe  his  property. 

Chancery  Inquisitions  post  mortem 
Henry  VI.  File  62. 

William  Rainford,  Esq. 

Suffolk.  Inquisition.  (Manor  of  Colchester). 
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Suffolk.  Inquisition  taken  on  Friday  after  the 
Feast  of  St.  Peter  and  Paul  12  Henry  VI  at  New¬ 
market  in  the  said  County.  The  jurors  say  that  the 
said  William  deceased  held  the  Manor  of  Alfton, 
called  Alfton  Hall,  in  Alfton  and  Aketon,  from 
the  King,  as  of  the  Honour  of  Peverell,  by  the  service 
of  two  thirds  of  a  Knight’s  fee.  The  site  of  the  Manor 
is  worth  nothing  beyond  the  reprises  ;  there  are 
250  acres  of  arable  land  worth  4d.  an  acre  ;  10 
acres  of  meadow  worth  12d.  an  acre  ;  12  acres  of 
underwood  8d.  an  acre  and  100s.  rents  of  assize. 

The  said  William  died  on  Sunday  after  the 
Feast  of  St.  Parnall  (Petronilla,  May  31)  last  past. 
Laurence,  his  son  and  heir  is  aged  15  and  more. 

Essex.  Inquisition  taken  at  St.  Osyth  on  Mon¬ 
day  after  the  Feast  of  the  Decollation  of  S.  John  the 
Baptist  12  Henry  VI. 

The  said  William  held  the  Manor  of  Frankshalle 
in  Bradefield  from  Humphrey,  Duke  of  Gloucester, 
as  of  his  Manor  of  Colchester  by  the  service  of  one 
Knight’s  fee,  with  100s  a  year  clear.  Also  the  Manor 
called  Strondeford  in  Ramsey  from  Robert  Reyder, 
by  what  service  they  do  not  know  ;  worth  40s  a 
year  clear.  He  died  on  Monday  before  Whitsuntide 
last.” 

Sir  Laurence  Rainford,  born  circa.,  1415, 
succeeded  his  father,  William  (who  married 
Eleanor,  daughter  of  Edward  Broxbourne  and  whose 
inquisition  is  dated  12  Henry  VI).  Sir  Laurence 
married  twice  ;  his  first  wife  being  Elizabeth 
Fynes  (or  Fiennes)  daughter  of  James,  1st  Lord 
Saye  and  Sele,  who  was  beheaded  by  the  mob 
in  Jack  Cade’s  rebellion  1450,  after  being  High 
Treasurer  of  England  and  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Kent. 
Sir  Lawrence  Rainsford  was  concerned  in  the 
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capture  of  Jack  Cade,  and  was  thrice  nominated  for 
the  Order  of  the  Garter.  Lord  Saye  and  Sele 
owned  Hever  Castle,  Kent,  circa.  1435  ;  his  son 
came  into  possession,  by  marriage,  of  Broughton 
Castle,  near  Tew  Magna,  Oxon,  and  sold  Hever 
to  Sir  Geoffrey  Boleyn,  grandfather  of  Anne  Boleyn, 
the  mother  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  (An  interesting 
account  of  the  Boleyn  family  and  the  life  at  Hever 
Castle  is  given  in  “  Life  of  Henry  VIII.”  by  Francis 
Hackett).  A  Sir  John  Rainsford  had  the  grant  of 
Hever  Castle  in  1463,  but  he  must  not  be  confused 
with  the  Sir  John  Rainsford  at  Bradfield  Hall, 
Essex,  who  died  in  1521.  The  former  was  probably 
brother  of  Sir  Lawrence  and  uncle  of  Sir  John  (1) 
of  Bradfield  Hall. 

The  Fynes  are  maternally  descended  from 
William  de  Saye,  one  of  the  companions  of  William 
the  Conqueror.  They  held  Pevensey  and  Hurst- 
monceaux  Castles,  Sussex  ;  were  created  Barons 
Dacre,  1307  ;  and  Geoffrey  de  Saye  was  one  of  the 
Barons  who  compelled  King  John  to  sign  Magna 
Charta,  1215. 

Lord  Nathaniel  Fynes  was  Lord  Keeper  of  the 
Great  Seal,  1655. 

Elizabeth  Fynes,  Sir  Laurence’s  first  wife  is 
buried  in  the  Priory  of  Wykes,  near  Bradfield  Hall, 
Essex.  (We  shall  hear  more  later  concerning  the  son 
of  this  marriage). 

Sir  Laurence  Rainsford ’s  second  wife  was  Lady 
Anne  Percy,  dau.  of  Henry,  Second  Earl  of  Northum¬ 
berland  and  grand-daughter  of  the  renowned  Hot¬ 
spur  of  history,  by  Lady  Eleanor  Neville,  daughter 
of  Ralph,  first  Earl  of  Westmoreland,  K.G.,  and 
Joan  Beaufort,  his  wife,  aunt  of  Henry  V.  and  daugh¬ 
ter  .of  John  of  Gaunt  who  was  third  son  of  Edward 
III  and  father  of  Henry  IV. 
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This  second  wife,  Lady  Anne  Percy,  is  said  to 
have  lived  to  an  extreme  old  age,  and  is  buried  in 
Westminster  Abbey.  In  the  window  known  as 
the  Percy  Window  in  the  church  of  Long  Melford, 
Suffolk,  is  her  portrait,  wearing  a  robe  on  which 
are  depicted  the  Arms  of  Rainsford,  Hungerford, 
Vaughan  and  Percy.  There  is  also  recognisable 
the  three  luces  or  pikes  belonging  to  the  “  canting 
arms  ”  of  the  Lucys  of  Charlecote  Park,  Co. 
Warwick. 

When  Lady  Anne  Percy  married  Sir  Laurence 
Rainsford,  she  was  the  widow  of  Thomas  Hunger- 
ford,  Knight,  son  of  Robert,  Lord  Hungerford  and 
Moleyns. 

In  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries  these 
Rainsfords  held  great  estates  in  Suffolk  and  Essex 
(see  the  Essex  Visitations  ;  Harvey’s  Suffolk  green 
books  and  Morant’s  History  of  Essex)  Sir  Laurence’s 
father,  William  Rainsford,  had  grants  of  land 
in  Norfolk  in  1415,  and  we  find  Sir  Laurence  wills 
this  property  to  his  son  Edward,  of  whom  we  shall 
hear  more  later,  as  he  is  thought  to  have  been  the 
ancestor  of  the  Edward  who  went  to  America  with 
Winthrop. 

On  February  17,  1480,  a  pardon  was  granted 
to  Laurence  Rainsford,  Kt.,  and  Anne,  his  wife. 
Sir  Laurence  was  Sheriff  of  Essex  and  Herts,  1467, 
(6  Ed.  IV)  and  of  Wilts,  1471  (10  Ed.  IV).  He  was 
Ambassador  for  Edward  IV,  and  in  1480  was  re¬ 
quested  by  that  Monarch  to  convey  the  Order  of  the 
Garter  to  Hercules,  Duke  of  Ferrara,  and  from  that 
time  Hercules  was  a  popular  name  in  the  family. 


LADY  LAURENCE  RAINSFORD, — 

{From  the  Window  in  Long  Melford  Church ,  Suffolk)  wearing  Robe 
with  the  Arms  of  Rainsford  impaling  Percy, — 

Sir  Laurence  Rainsford,  Knight,  Ambassador  of  Edward  IV, 
Married  Ann  Percy,  dau.  of  Henry  2nd  Earl  of  Northumberland 
(son  of  the  renowned  Hotspur)  by  Lady  Eleanor  Neville,  dau.  of 
Ralph  1st  Earl  of  Westmorland,  K.G.,  and  Joan  Beaufort  his  wife, 
aunt  of  Henry  V  and  dau.  of  John  of  Gaunt,  Duke  of  Lancaster, 
third  son  of  Edward  III  and  Father  of  Henry  IV. 
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On  April  4th,  1486,  a  commission  of  array  for 
Suffolk,  was  addressed  to  John,  Duke  of  Suffolk, 
John,  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Christopher  Willoughby, 
Kt.  to  well  guard  the  coast  ;  also  concurrent  ones  for 
Essex,  addressed  to  Laurence  Rainsford,  Kt. 

In  1471,  the  historic  battle  of  Tewkesbury  was 
fought,  one  of  the  series  of  battles  during  the  pro¬ 
longed  struggle  to  which  history  and  romance  have 
given  the  name  of  “  The  Wars  of  the  Roses.” 
According  to  Holinshed,  who  has  been  called  “  the 
Father  of  English  History,”  and  whose  records  have 
furnished  Shakespeare  with  the  material  for  several 
of  his  historical  plays  and  formed  the  groundwork 
upon  which  most  of  the  local  historians  have  built 
up  their  descriptions  of  the  conflict,  and  also  the 
“  History  of  the  arrival  of  Edward  IV  in  England 
and  the  final  recovery  of  his  kingdoms  from  Henry 
VI.”  Camden  Society,  Ed.  J.  Bruce,  1838)  we 
gather  the  following: — “Daybreak  of  Saturday,  May 
4th  saw  the  Yorkist  encampment  broken  up  and  the 
soldiers  arrayed  for  the  advance  against  the  enemy’s 
position  ;  they  were  arranged  in  three  divisions, 
front,  centre,  and  rear,  and  in  this  order  they 
proceeded  along  the  old  Cheltenham  road, 
where  from  that  high  ground  King  Edward  was 
in  full  view  of  the  Lancastrian  entrenchments 
on  the  outskirts  of  Tewkesbury,  within  which, 
Somerset  and  his  generals  were  awaiting  him.  The 
Yorkist  Army,  their  plans  being  arranged,  led  by 
Richard’s  division,  crossed  the  meadows  and  brook 
which  separated  them  from  the  foe  and  moved  on 
to  the  attack.  The  Lancastrian  forces  were  disposed 
within  their  works  in  the  way  the  Generals  considered 
best  calculated  to  withstand  the  coming  onslaught. 
The  cannon — of  which,  unfortunately  for  them, 
they  had  but  few — were  well  posted  on  the  high 
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ground  to  the  front,  and  the  bowmen,  spearmen  and 
other  troops  were  arranged,  as  were  those  of  the 
attacking  force  in  three  lines  or  divisions,  the  van 
being  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of  Somerset 
and  his  brother,  John  Beaufort  ;  the  centre  had  as 
its  Generals  the  youthful  Prince  Edward,  the  Prior 
of  S.  John’s  and  Lord  Wenlock  ;  and  the  rear  was 
in  charge  of  John  Courtenay,  Earl  of  Devon.  They 
watched  without  dismay  the  Yorkist  legions  pouring 
across  the  valley  towards  them;  but  as  the  sequel  will 
show,  prudence  and  discretion,  those  two  important 
factors  in  the  sum  of  success  in  military,  as  much  as 
in  civil  undertakings,  would  appear  to  have  been 
entirely  wanting. 

On  finding  himself  opposed  by  Somerset,  Duke 
Richard  made  a  furious  assault  upon  the  foremost  of 
the  Lancastrian  works,  and  with  his  cannon  and 
bowmen  ‘  sore  oppressed  them,”  says  the  chronicler  ; 
which  Somerset’s  men  well  returned,  but  at  the 
beginning  of  the  combat  they  found  the  want  of 
more  cannon.  Richard  was  desirous  of  engaging 
them  at  close  quarters,  but  the  ditch  and  hedge 
which  lay  in  front  of  them  proved  an  impenetrable 
barrier.  Tact,  however,  served  where  force  failed. 

He  drew  off  his  troops  with  every  appearance 
of  retreat,  and  Somerset,  making  his  way  through 
certain  disguised  openings  in  the  entrenchments, 
followed  with  the  division  in  front  of  them  into  the 
open  meadow  outside.  Directly  Richard  found  he 
had  drawn  Somerset  well  clear  of  his  stronghold, 
he  suddenly  faced  about  with  his  troops,  and  being 
supported  by  the  centre  division,  assaulted  the  pur¬ 
suing  force  with  great  determination,  and  at  a  moment 
when  the  fight  raged  furiously,  the  two  hundred 
spearmen  who  had  been  sent  to  watch  the  park 
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wood,  finding  the  place  clear,  hurried  to  the  field 
and  set  upon  Somerset’s  division  in  the  rear.  Finding 
themselves  thus  suddenly  called  upon  to  contend 
with  a  force  both  in  front  and  rear,  the  Lancastrian 
soldiers  were  cowed  and  took  to  flight,  some  into 
the  park  and  the  field  near — now  called  “The  Bloody 
Meadow.”  The  Lancastrian  soldiers  remained  firm 
but  a  very  little  while,  and  then  getting  disorganized 
a  terrible  scene  of  carnage  ensued.  Those  who  stood 
their  ground  were  soon  cut  down,  but  the  survivors 
threw  away  their  arms  and  fled  in  all  directions, 
only  to  be  followed  and  slain  by  Edward’s  soldiers. 
It  is  stated  that  “  at  a  mylene  (mill)  in  the  meadow 
fast  by  the  towne,  were  many  destroyed.” 

*  Among  those  who  fell  on  the  battlefield  were: — 

Lord  Edward,  Prince  of  King  Henry. 

Lord  Edmund,  Duke,  late  of  Somerset. 

Lord  John  Somerset,  brother  of  the  Duke. 

Lord  Thomas  (John)  Courtney,  Earl  of  Devon¬ 
shire. 

Sir  Humphrey  Audley,  son  of  James  Lord 
Audley,  killed  fighting  for  Henry  VI  at  Blore  Heath 
in  1459  (Complete  Peerage,  i,  p.  341.  Note  7). 
Sir  Edmund  Barnarde  Hampden  of  Hampden 
(Bucks.) 

Sir  William  (or  Robert,  according  to  Wark- 
worth)  Whittingham  of  Ashridge  (Herts.) 

Sir  John  Delves  and  his  son  John,  a  Stafford¬ 
shire  family,  originally  of  Delves  Hall,  near  Uttoxeter. 

Sir  John  Lewknor,  a  Sussex  Squire  of  West 
Grinstead. 

Sir  William  Vaux,  father  of  Nicholas,  first  Lord 
Vaux  of  Harrowden. 

Sir  Thomas  Tresham  (whose  mother  was  a 
daughter  of  Sir  William  Vaux)  Controller  of  the 
Household  to  Henry  VI. 

*See  “  Transactions  Bristol  and  Glos.  Arch.  Soc.°  xlvii,  131. 
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Sir  William  Newburgh,  son  of  John  Newburgh, 
of  Lulworth,  Dorset. 

Mr.  Henry  Wrottesley,  son  of  Hugh  Wrottesley, 
and  younger  brother  of  Sir  Walter,  Captain  of 
Calais  for  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  ob.  1473. 

The  Duke  of  Somerset  the  Prior  of  St.  John, 
Sir  Gervase  Clifton,  with  many  other  Knights  and 
Esquires,  got  clear  of  the  field  and  took  shelter  in 
the  Abbey  ;  but  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  May 
7th,  a  scaffold  was  set  up  in  the  centre  of  Tewkes¬ 
bury,  against  the  Tolzey,  and  they,  with  Sir  Hum¬ 
phrey  Audley,  Sir  William  Carey,  Sir  Thomas 
Tresham,  Sir  Henry  Courtenay,  Sir  William  New- 
borough  and  others,  were  beheaded. 

Having  satisfied  his  bitter  revenge  by  streaming 
Tewkesbury  Cross  with  the  blood  of  the  helpless 
victims  of  his  fury,  Edward,  the  same  morning 
left  Tewkesbury  for  Worcester,  to  quell  certain 
risings  which  were  taking  place  there. 

The  contemporary  account  says  that  Edward, 
“  Prince  of  Wales,”  was  slain  in  the  battle  ;  later 
tradition  has  it  that  he  was  murdered  by  some  of  his 
enemies  in  a  house  in  Church  Street,  Tewkesbury, 
after  the  battle. 

The  history  of  the  Battle  of  Tewkesbury  tells 
us  “  reason  induces  us  to  point  to  the  Gubshill 
Manor  Farm  as  the  place  where  Queen  Margaret’s 
troops  for  a  time  so  bravely  defied  the  repeated 
charges  of  Edward  and  his  Generals.  Here  they  had 
the  approach  of  the  King’s  army  well  in  view  and 
got  on  either  side  of  them  ;  the  ground  was  of  such 
a  nature  as  was  easily  converted  into  an  almost 
impregnable  barrier  for  the  defenders  to  fight 
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behind.  The  distance  between  the  position  and  the 
Westernmost  end  of  the  town  was  not  near  a  mile 
and  the  chronicler’s  statement  of  the  Lancastrian’s 
having  ‘the  towne  and  the  Abbeie  at  their  backs,’  in 
the  phraseology  of  the  time,  correctly  describes  it. 

These  authentic  details  should  be  of  special 
interest  to  the  Rainsford  descendants,  as  in  1707, 
William  Rainsford  of  the  Clifford  Chambers,  Glou¬ 
cestershire  branch  of  the  family,  bought  Gups 
Hill  Manor  Estate,  and  it  was  held  by  the  Rains- 
fords  until  about  the  middle  of  the  19th  century. 
Tradition  states  that  it  was  in  this  Manor  House 
Queen  Margaret  slept  on  the  eve  of  the  battle. 
We  shall  hear  more  of  this  branch  in  later  chapters; 
from  it,  the  genealogist,  Alfred  Ransford,  and 
also  the  writer,  descend  ;  and  in  the  town  of 
Tewkesbury,  a  deep  friendship  existed  between 
the  Rainsfords  and  the  Shakespeare  Harts  ;  they 
were  close  neighbours,  attended  the  little  Baptist 
Chapel  together  and  were  buried  almost  side 
by  side  in  the  little  graveyard.  Here,  too,  it 
may  have  been  that  the  courageous  Margaret  de¬ 
livered  the  soul  stirring  address  she  is  accredited 
with  having  made  to  soldiers  on  the  eve  of  the  battle, 
and  which  the  poet  Shakespeare  has  immortalized 
in  the  fine  metaphorical  speech  he  puts  in  her  lips 
in  Act  V,  Scene  IV  of  the  third  part  of  the  drama 
“  King  Henry  VI.”  It  there  runs  as  follows  : — 

Plains,  near  Tewkesbury. 

Enter  Queen  Margaret ,  Prince  Edward ,  Somerset ,  Oxford ,  and 
soldiers  : 

Queen  Margaret  :  Great  lords,  wise  men  ne’er  sit  and  wail 
their  loss, 

But  cheerily  seek  how  to  redress  their  harms. 

What  though  the  mast  be  now  blown  overboard, 

The  cable  broke,  the  holding  anchor  lost, 

And  half  our  sailors  swallowed  in  the  flood  ; 
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Yet  lives  our  pilot  still  ;  it’s  meet  that  he 
Should  leave  the  helm,  and  like  a  fearful  lad, 

With  tearful  eyes,  add  water  to  the  sea  ; 

And  give  more  strength  to  that  which  had  too  much. 
Whiles  in  his  moan,  the  ship  splits  on  the  rock, 

Which  industry  and  courage  might  have  saved  ? 

Ah  !  what  a  shame  ;  Ah  !  what  a  fault  was  this  ! 

Say,  Warwick  was  our  anchor  ;  what  of  that  ? 

And  Montague,  our  top  mast,  what  of  that  ? 

Our  slaughtered  friends  the  tackles  ;  what  of  these  ? 
Why  is  not  Oxford  here,  another  anchor  ? 

And  Somerset,  another  goodly  mast  ? 

The  friends  cf  France,  our  shrouds  and  tacklings  ? 
And,  though  unskilful,  why  not  Ned  and  I 
For  once  allowed  the  skilful  pilot’s  charge  ? 

We  will  not  from  the  helm  to  sit  and  weep  ; 

But  keep  our  course,  though  the  rough  winds  say  “  No,” 
From  shelves  and  rocks  which  threaten  us  with  wreck 
As  good  to  chide  the  waves  as  speak  them  fair, 

And  what  is  Edward  but  a  ruthless  sea  ? 

What  Clarence  but  a  quicksand  of  deceit  ? 

And  Richard  but  a  ragged  fatal  rock  ? 

All  these  the  enemies  to  our  poor  backs 
Say  you  can  swim  ;  alas,  ’tis  but  awhile  ; 

Tread  on  the  sand — why,  there  you  quickly  sink, 
Bestride  the  rock — the  tide  will  wash  you  off. 

Or  else  you  famish,  that’s  a  three-fold  death. 

This,  speak  I  lords,  to  let  you  understand 
In  case  some  one  of  you  would  fly  from  us, 

That  there’s  no  hope  for  mercy  with  the  brothers, 

More  than  the  ruthless  waves,  with  sands  and  rocks. 
Why  courage  then  !  what  cannot  be  avoided, 

‘Twere  childing  weakness  to  lament  or  fear. 

TV  TV-  Tf 

Lords,  Knights  and  Gentlemen,  what  I  should  say 
My  tears  gainsay  ;  for  every  word  I  speak, 

Ye  see  I  drink  the  water  of  my  eyes  ; 

Therefore  no  more  but  this  ;  — Henry,  your  Sovereign 
Is  a  prisoner  to  the  foe  ;  his  state  usurp’d, 

His  realm  a  slaughter-house,  his  subjects  slain, 

His  statutes  cancell ’d,  and  his  treasure  spent  ; 

And  yonder  is  the  wolf  that  makes  this  spoil. 

You  fight  in  justice  :  then  in  God’s  Name,  lords, 

Be  valiant,  and  give  signal  to  the  fight. 
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The  late  Canon  E.  R.  Dowdeswell  of  Pull  Court 
(whilst  Vicar  of  Bushley)  made  many  investigations 
concerning  the  Battle  of  Tewkesbury,  and  in  certain 
local  magazines  he  wrote  interesting  records  of  much 
of  the  ancient  history.  In  the  Bushley  and  Longdon 
Year  Book  for  1877,  Mr.  Dowdeswell  published  the 
conclusions  he  had  arrived  at  with  regard  to  a  pictur¬ 
esque  old  half-timbered  farm  house  on  the  Pull  Court 
Estate  (and  which  his  father  had  then  lately  restored) 
having  been,  as  the  village  tradition  said,  the  halting 
place  of  the  heart-broken  Queen,  the  saddening 
night  of  suspense  that  followed  the  battle.  The 
house  was  built  about  1460  and  known  as  Payne’s 
Place,  and  to  this  spot,  two  poor  monks,  assisted  her 
across  a  ford,  there  being  no  bridge  then,  and  the 
Queen’s  room  is  still  to  be  seen  in  Paynes  Place, 
where  friends  of  Bushley  who  owned  Earl  Warwick 
for  its  lord,  met  the  fallen  Queen  with  all  reverence 
and  entreated  her  to  shelter  there  for  the  night,  and 
they  prepared  for  her  their  best  room,  looking  out 
towards  the  sad  battlefield,  and  the  glorious  old 
Abbey  rising  over  it. 

Queen  Margaret  was  captured  later  and  held 
as  a  prisoner  of  state  until  her  father  was  able  to  pay 
her  ransom,  for  which  the  great  sum  of  50,000 
crowns  was  demanded,  and  provided  as  a  loan  to 
him  by  Louis  XI  of  France.  She  survived  her  restor¬ 
ation  to  liberty  but  a  few  years,  dying  in  France,  1482. 

Of  her  husband  it  may  be  said  that  he  was 
found  dead  in  his  chamber  in  the  Tower,  on  the 
same  day  Margaret  reached  London  as  a  prisoner, 
and  Lancastrian  writers  have  not  hesitated  to  set 
down  his  murder  in  the  horrifying  list  of  crimes 
they  impute  to  Richard  III. 

Henry  Tudor,  Earl  of  Richmond,  was  formally 
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crowned  King  with  the  title  of  Henry  VII  on  October 
30th,  1485,  and  from  his  marriage  oh  the  following 
18th  January,  1486,  with  Elizabeth  of  York,  daughter 
of  Edward  IV  and  Elizabeth  Woodville,  dates  what 
poets  call  “  The  Union  of  the  Roses,”  and  the  healing 
of  the  wounds  which  had  so  long  deluged  the  country 
with  blood.  With  the  death  of  Richard  III  the 
Plantagenet  dynasty  which  began  with  the  accession 
of  Henry  II  in  1154,  came  to  an  end,  the  male  heir 
to  the  throne,  Edward  of  Warwick — son  of  the  Duke 
of  Clarence  and  his  wife,  Isabel — having  been  closely 
kept  prisoner  by  his  uncle,  and  in  1499,  at  the  insti¬ 
gation  of  Henry  VII  was  executed  on  Tower  Hill  on 
a  very  doubtful  charge  of  treason,  but  according  to 
Dugdale,  the  only  male  Plantagenet  living  and  con¬ 
sequently  the  most  rightful  heir  to  the  throne. 

To  return  to  the  Essex  Rainsfords. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  Sir  Laurence’s 
Will,  August  20th,  1490.  These  old  family  Wills 
not  only  make  amusing  reading,  but  they  throw 
light  on  many  disputable  questions  as  nothing  else 
can,  and  also  show  the  friends  with  whom  the  testator 
was  most  intimate,  and  the  interesting  links  between 
one  old  family  and  another.  The  name  of  John 
Clopton  as  one  of  the  executors  of  Sir  Laurence’s 
Will  is  interesting  to  notice,  as  early  in  the  next 
century  a  relation  of  this  John  Clopton  bought 
New  Place,  Stratford  on  Avon  and  later  sold  it  to 
Dr.  Thomas  Bentley,  Physician  to  Henry  VIII, 
on  his  retirement,  whose  daughter  Barbara  married 
a  Thomas  Rainsford,  nephew  of  Sir  William 
Rainsford  of  Great  Tew. 

Sir  Laurence  leaves  to  his  son  Edward,  land 
in  Norfolk,  and  it  is  thought  most  probable  that 
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this  Edward  was  the  ancestor  of  the  Rainsfords  who 
settled  at  Maxey,  Co.  Lincoln,  and  were  associated 
with  the  family  of  Beaufort,  at  Maxey  Castle  ;  later 
on  they  moved  to  Boston,  Lines.,  and  in  1630  went 
out  to  America  with  John  Winthrop  and  founded 
Boston,  U.S.A. 

Sir  Laurence  Rainsford,  Sheriff  of  Essex  and 
Herts.,  1467,  and  Wilts.,  1471,  succeeded  his  father 
William  (who  married  Eleanor,  daughter  of  Edward 
Broxbourne  and  whose  inquisition  is  dated  12  Henry 

vi). 

Chancery  Inquisitions  post  mortem. 

Series  II.  Vol  6.  No.  43. 

Sir  Laurence  Raynsforth,  Kt. 

Inquisition  taken  20  January,  6  Henry  VII. 

The  said  Sir  Laurence  held  the  Manor  of 
Bradefield  Hall  from  John,  Earl  of  Oxford,  worth 
20  marks  a  year  ;  the  Manor  of  Nether  Hall  from 
the  Queen  as  of  her  Manor  of  Pakehall  ;  also  tene¬ 
ments  called  Chaunteries  in  Ramsey,  Fetz  on  Miste- 
leigh,  and  Margeries  in  Mickleigh  ;  tenements  called 
Weylottes  and  clerkes  in  Ramsay  ;  tenements  in  the 
Borough  of  Maintree  and  in  Lalleford  ;  tenements 
called  Pigewelles,  Rovers  and  Fenhouse  in  Dedham, 
and  tenements  in  Colchester. 

Edward  Reynsforth,  Esq.,  Robert  Howel  de 
Beamond,  John  Tynte,  Thomas  Wodehouse,  Richard 
Barker,  Thomas  Custernesse  and  Master  John  Irby, 
clerk,  were  seised  under  several  feoffments  of  the 
tenements  in  Dedham,  Colchester  and  Maintree,  to 
the  uses  of  his  Will. 

The  said  Sir  Laurence  died  18  September, 
6  Henry  VII. 
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Ibid.  Vol.  7.  No.  66. 

Norfolk.  Inquisition  taken  16  June,  6  Henry  VII 

The  said  Sir  Laurence  held  the  Manor  of  Moynes 
in  Rokeland  Toftes  from  the  Earl  of  Arundel,  worth 
five  marks  yearly. 

John  Reynesforth,  Esq.,  is  his  son  and  heir  aged 
30  or  more. 

Prerog.  Court  of  Canterbury. 

Mylles  26. 

{Latin). 

Abstract  of  the  Will  of  Sir  Laurence  Reynforth, 
Kt.,  dated  21st  Aug.,  1490,  from  which  we  gather 
he  was  not  living  on  very  cordial  terms  with  his 
second  wife. 

“  I  bequeath  my  body  to  be  buried  in  the  Abbey 
of  St.  John  the  Baptist  of  Colchester,  in  the  Chapel 
of  St.  Mary,  next  the  tombe  of  Sir  William  Hunte, 
late  Abbot  of  the  said  Abbey. 

Item,  to  the  high  altar  of  the  parish  church  of 
Bradfield,  Co.  Essex,  for  tithes  forgotten,  3  crowns; 
also  to  the  said  church,  one  gilt  chalice  worth  40s. 
to  pray  for  my  soul  and  the  souls  of  all  my  friends. 

To  the  Abbot  of  the  said  Abbey  and  his  success¬ 
ors,  40s.  yearly  out  of  my  lands  in  Tendring  called 
Michellis,  to  keep  my  anniversary  for  ever  on  the 
day  of  my  death  in  the  said  Abbey  ;  and  the  Abbot 
shall  celebrate  mass  at  the  high  altar  receiving  5s 
of  the  said  40s,  the  prior  3s  and  4d.,  the  sacriston 
12d.  and  for  the  ringing  of  the  bells  in  the  ‘  clocher  ’ 
and  choir,  2s.  shall  be  given,  and  each  monk  of  the 
house  present  at  the  mass  of  my  said  anniversary 
shall  have  12d.  The  residue  of  the  40s.  shall  be 
distributed  to  the  poor  at  Id.  apiece. 
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I  bequeath  to  the  Priory  of  Wykes  5  marks  to 
purchase  a  chalice  or  book  at  the  discretion  of  my 
executors,  to  pray  for  my  soul  and  the  soul  of 
Elizabeth,  my  late  wife,  whose  body  lies  buried 
there. 

To  my  wife  Anne,  an  annual  rental  of  20  marks, 
payable  at  our  Manor  of  Alston,  Co.  Suffolk.  But 
if  my  said  wife  says  or  does  anything  contrary  to 
this  my  will  she  shall  be  wholly  excluded  from  this 
rent  for  all  time  to  come,  and  this  especially  on 
account  of  her  very  great  ingratitude  shown  me  in 
my  heavy  sickness. 

I  give  to  my  son  Henry,  after  the  full  payments 
of  my  debts,  my  lands  and  tenements  called  Roners 
bye  and  Fenne  House,  to  hold  to  him  and  the  heirs 
of  his  body,  with  contingent  remainder  to  my  son 
John  if  he  does  not  gainsay  my  Will  ;  otherwise  he 
shall  be  excluded  from  all  share  in  my  goods  and 
from  the  abovesaid  lands. 

I  give  to  my  son  Edward,  my  Manor  called 
Rokelandtoftes  in  Norfolk,  to  hold  to  him  and  the 
heirs  of  his  body,  with  contingent  remainder  to 
my  son  John. 

To  the  marriage  of  my  daughter  Elizabeth,  all 
my  tenement  in  the  parish  of  St.  Botulph  in  Col¬ 
chester,  etc.,  etc.,  ;  and  after  my  debts  are  paid 
the  annual  rents  of  my  land  shall  remain  to  my  son 
John,  to  whom  I  give  all  the  household  stuffs  and 
jewels  in  the  Manor  of  Bradfield  on  the  day  of  my 
death,  and  all  the  lands  and  tenements  by  me  bought 
and  not  above  assigned. 

I  make  my  said  son  John,  John  Clopton,  the 
elder,  Esq.,  James  Hubert,  and  John  Yesby,  clerk, 
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my  executors  ;  and  my  Lord  John,  Earl  of  Oxford, 
overseer.”  Witnesses  :  William  Stokdale,  William 
Breton,  Richard  Heynes  and  John  Tynte. 

Proved  6th  November,  1490,  by  the  said  John 
Reynforth,  with  power  reserved  for  a  like  grant  to  the 
other  exors. 

The  John  Reynforth  mentioned  above  was  the 
first  Sir  John  of  Bradfield  Hall,  Essex.  He  married 
twice  ;  he  married  first,  Anne  Starkey,  daughter  of 
Sir  Humphrey  Starkey,  Kt.,  Chief  Baron  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  by  her  he  had  a  son,  the  second  Sir 
John  of  Bradfield  Hall,  and  a  daughter,  Julian,  ob. 
1554,  who  married  Sir  William  Waldegrave,  from 
whom  the  Earls  of  Waldegrave  descended.  Sir  John 
married  secondly ,  Margaret,  daughter  of  Flam  or 
Ham,  and  widow  of  Sir  John  Shaw,  Mayor  of 
London,  and  nephew  of  Edmund  Shaw,  previously 
Mayor  of  London.  By  her  he  had  a  daughter, 
Audrey,  who  married  Sir  Thomas  Darcy. 

Sir  John  was  one  of  the  four  knights  to  hold 
the  canopy  over  King  Henry  VII  at  his  funeral, 
1509,  and  in  1520,  he  attended  Henry  VIII  on  the 
Field  of  the  Cloth  of  Gold  in  company  with  Sir  John 
Vere,  Sir  John  Tyrell,  Sir  Henry  Marney  and  others. 
He  died  1521,  and  abstracts  of  his  will  are  as  follows: 

(Prerog.  Court  of  Canterbury). 

Maynwaring  21. 

If  it  fortune  me  to  depart  this  present  life 
within  the  realms  of  England,  and  within  20  miles  of 
Colchester  I  will  that  my  body  be  buried  within  the 
monastery  of  St.  John’s  Colchester,  within  our 
Lady  Chapel,  where  my  father  lieth  buried  ;  my 
executors  at  my  cost  and  charge  shall  make  a  tomb 
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over  me  for  a  remembrance.  Whereas  I  was  appoint¬ 
ed  executor  to  one  Robert  Freer  of  Little  Clacton, 
gentleman,  whose  will  never  came  to  my  hands  for¬ 
asmuch  as  one  John  Eustas  of  S.  Osithe’s  promised  to 
perform  the  same,  and  yet  was  none  of  the  executors 
of  the  said  William  Frere  ;  in  discharge  of  my 
conscience  in  this  behalf,  I  will  that  my  executors 
shall  repair  the  highway  between  Little  Clacton 
Church  and  the  dwelling  house  that  was  the  said 
William’s,  for  that  to  be  done,  I  know  right  well, 
was  amongst  other  things  his  very  last  will,  etc.,  etc. 


All  my  household  stuff  (except  my  plate,  orna¬ 
ments  of  my  chapel  and  other  jewels)  shall  be 
divided  between  Dame  Margaret,  my  wife,  and  my 
son  John  Reynesforth,  or  (in  the  event  of  his  death) 
his  heir  male,  failing  whom  my  daughter  Audrye  at 
her  age  of  20,  and  my  daughter  Julian  at  20,  success¬ 
ively  in  tail. 

I  give  to  my  wife  Dame  Margaret  all  her  own 
apparel  and  jewels,  that  is  to  say,  rings,  beads,  chains, 
broches,  collars  and  other  ornaments,  and  as  much 
of  my  household  stuff  as  she  shall  choose  to  the 
value  of  £100. 

To  my  son  John,  all  my  harness,  bows  and 
arrows,  bills  and  other  weapons  of  war,  and  the  half 
of  my  apparel,  that  is  to  say  gowns,  jackets  and 
doublets  ;  the  other  half  to  Thomas  Darcy.  And  the 
said  Thomas  Darcy  and  Audrye  his  wife,  shall  be  in 
the  rule  of  my  executors  till  he  be  of  full  age.  And 
they  shall  live  together  till  his  age  of  21,  and  then 
he  shall  make  to  his  said  wife,  my  daughter,  jointure 
in  his  Manors  and  lands  to  the  clear  yearly  value  of 
100  marks. 
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To  the  marriage  of  my  daughter  Julian  I  give 
500  marks. 

To  all  my  waiting  household  men  servants,  one 
year’s  wages. 

To  my  said  son  Thomas  Darcy,  at  his  age  of  21 
my  lease  which  I  have  by  the  King’s  letters  patents 
of  the  Honour  of  Rayle  and  the  Hundred  of  Rochford, 
saving  to  any  person  any  such  leases  as  I  have  made 
thereof,  including  to  Thomas  Stephen  the  farm  of 
the  Manor  of  Thundersley. 

All  my  feoffees  of  my  lands  in  Essex  shall  stand 
seised  thereof  (except  as  is  now  provided)  to  the  use 
of  my  wife  for  her  life  ;  then  to  the  use  of  the  heirs 
of  my  body  ;  my  Manors  and  lands  in  Whelnetham 
and  Alpheton  and  elsewhere  in  Suffolk,  I  give  to 
my  $on  John.  I  charge  my  said  son  John  that  he 
strife  not  with  my  wife,  nor  with  her  executors. 

I  ordain  my  executors  Sir  Edward  Ponynges,  Kt. 
Treasurer  of  the  King’s  Household  ;  Dr.  Tunstall, 
Master  of  the  Rolls  ;  Thomas  Awdley  and  John 
Strangeman,  gentlemen.” 

This  Will  was  read  to  the  testator  on  17th 
September,  13  Henry  VIII,  when  he  certified  the 
same  in  the  presence  of  Sir  Giles  Wright,  Sir  Henry 
Fitzwilliam,  Sir  Edward  Duxfield,  Vicar  of  Hatfield 
Peverell,  John  Pirton,  gentleman,  and  others. 

Proved  1st  February,  1521/2  by  Thomas  Aude- 
ley  and  John  Strangeman. 

Thomas  Audley  was  a  native  of  Essex  and  was 
knighted  in  1532,  and  appointed  Keeper  of  the 
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Great  Seal.  In  the  following  year  he  became  Lord 
Chancellor  and  was  first  owner  of  Audley  End, 
Essex. 

Sir  John  Rainsford ’s  son  and  heir  was  the  second 
Sir  John  of  Bradfield  Hall,  Essex,  and  grandson  of 
Sir  Laurence  Rainsford  of  Bradfield.  He  married 
twice  ;  his  first  wife  being  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Edward  Knevitt  of  Castlelynes  Manor,  Groton, 
Suffolk  ;  and  his  second  being  Winifred  Pympe, 
dau.  and  heiress  of  John  Pympe  of  Pympe  Court, 
Kent.  Both  died  without  issue,  the  second  sur¬ 
viving  him. 

He  was  Sheriff  of  Essex  and  Herts.,  1538  (29 
Henry  VIII)  and  attended  the  funeral  of  Henry 
VIII  in  his  official  capacity. 

At  the  Coronation  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  1558, 
there  is  an  interesting  narrative  recorded  of  his 
pleading  with  her  for  the  release  of  the  Scriptures 
from  the  Latin  to  the  Mother  Tongue.  In  Francis 
Bacon’s  Apophthegms  (No.  2)  is  the  following  : — 

“  Queen  Elizabeth  on  the  morrow  of  her  Corona¬ 
tion,  it  being  the  custom  to  release  prisoners  at  the 
inauguration  of  a  Prince,  went  into  the  Chapel  in 
the  Great  Chamber.  Sir  John  Rainsford,  either  of 
his  own  motion  or  by  the  instigation  of  a  wiser  man 
(a  Knight  that  had  the  liberty  of  a  buffoon)  besought 
the  Queen  all  aloud,  that  now  at  this  good  time,  there 
might  be  four  or  five  principal  prisoners  more  re¬ 
leased,  these  being  the  four  evangelists  and  St.  Paul, 
who  had  been  shut  up  in  an  unknown  tongue,  as  it 
were  a  prison,  so  that  they  could  not  converse  with 
the  common  people.  The  Queen  answered  very 
gravely,  that  it  was  best  first  to  enquire  of  them 
whether  they  would  be  released  or  no,” 
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Machyn’s  Diary  (Camden  Soc.,  1848,  p.  212,) 
gives  an  amusing  account  of  an  incident  at  Sir 
John’s  funeral,  which  may  be  summarized  as  follows  : 
(Notes  and  Queries,  May  16,  1925). 

“  Sir  John  Rainsford,  Knight  of  Essex,  whose 
funerals  were  celebrated  20th  September  1559,  with 
two  Heralds  at  Arms  and  a  Standard  Pennon  of  Arms, 
etc.,  honourably  performed. 

The  sermon  was  preached  by  Vernon  the  new 
preacher.  Afterwards  the  Heralds  loose  the  mourners 
and  they  went  and  offered  at  the  altar  the  helmet 
(which  is  still  to  be  seen  in  Bradfield  Church)  and 
after  that  the  coat.  Other  mourners  offered  the  target 
and  after  that  the  sword  ;  then  the  Standard,  all  the 
while  the  clerk  saying  the  Te  Deum,  in  English. 
And  incontinent  six  of  his  men  put  him  into  his 
grave. 

When  all  was  done,  all  the  mourners  went  to 
the  Place  to  dinner,  where  was  store  both  of  flesh  and 
fish  ;  but  my  Lady  was  shut  up  all  the  dinner  while, 
till  all  was  done  and  the  people  gone,  and  then  she 
came  forth  and  had  four  eggs  and  a  dish  of  butter 
only,  to  her  dinner,  in  token  of  her  profound  sorrow, 
by  thus  fasting,  when  others  feasted.” 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  will  of  Sir 
John  Rainford,  Knight,  dated  14th  September,  1559. 

Prerog.  Court  of  Canterbury, 

Chayney  42. 

“  I  give  my  body  to  be  buried  in  the  parish 
church  of  Crechurche  in  the  City  of  London. 

I  bequeath  to  Richard  Starkey  my  cousin, 
servant  to  the  Queen’s  Majesty,  to  Edward  Hall, 
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Robert  Wynfilde,  Phillip  Cooke,  Thomas  Hull, 
Henry  Hulles,  Thomas  Rainsford  and  William 
Celito,  my  servants,  all  my  household  stuff  in 
the  house  wherein  I  now  dwell  in  the  parish 
of  Crechurche  aforesaid,  all  my  apparel  and  wear¬ 
ing  gear,  and  all  my  household  stuff  in  my  house 
at  Brodefeilde,  Co.  Essex,  called  Brodefeilde  Hall, 
indifferently  to  be  divided  amongst  them  ;  my 
best  gown  of  changeable  grograine,  furred  with  sables 
only  excepted,  which  gown  I  bequeath  to  Francis, 
Earl  of  Bedford,  my  especial  and  singular  friend, 
desiring  him  for  the  great  friendship  I  have  always 
found  in  him  to  be  good  lord  and  friend  to  my  said 
servants.  The  residue  of  all  my  goods  and  chattells 
(after  the  payment  of  debts)  I  give  wholly  to  my 
executors,  whom  I  ordain  Lyonnell  Talmage  of 
Helmingham,  Co.  Suffolk,  Esq.,  and  the  said 
Richard  Starkey  ;  and  I  entreat  the  said  Earl  of 
Bedford  to  be  mine  overseer. 

I  bequeath  to  John  Dorrell,  gentleman,  40s. 
yearly  for  his  life,  out  of  my  lands  ;  and  to  John 
Deroam,  my  cook,  being  lame,  £3  yearly.” 

Proved  26th  September,  1559,  by  Richard 
Starkey. 

According  to  Colonel  Arthur  Doyle’s  book, 
“  A  Hundred  Years  of  Conflict,  1756-1856  ”  we 
gather  some  of  the  descendants  of  this  Essex  branch 
of  Rainsfords  served  under  Cromwell  in  Ireland, 
and  their  descendants  are  still  living  there.  (See 
Chap.  XI.  The  Rainsfords  of  Ireland). 


CHAPTER  III. 


The  Rainsfords  of  Cornwall,  Somerset  and 
Longdon,  Worcestershire. 

A  branch  of  the  Rainfreds  or  Wrenfords,  were, 
in  the  twelfth  century,  settled  at  Efford,  in  Bude’s 
Bay,  Cornwall,  who  were  closely  connected  with 
their  kinsmen,  the  Arundels  of  that  County  ;  and  the 
Manor  of  Efford  of  Ebbingford  in  Bude’s  Bay  be¬ 
longed  at  a  very  early  period  to  the  Wainfords  (a  form 
of  Wrenford  or  Rainfred,  etc.)  The  Rainfreds  be¬ 
came  connected  by  marriage  with  the  illustrious 
family  of  Arundel  in  Somerset  and  Cornwall.  Under 
Arundel  of  Lanherne  (Cornwall  Vis.)  we  find  Sir  L. 
Arundel’s  daughter,  Emmott,  married  Renfred  de 
Reswalter  (5  Ed.  Ill,  1332)  and  under  Bevill  de 
Gwarmarche,  John  Burden  married  Lucy,  daughter 
of  Wrentford,  and  sister  of  Wrenford  of  Efford  ;  she 
died  1360. 

Roger  Arundell,  described  in  Domesday  Book 
as  holding  Manors  in  Dorsetshire  and  Somerset 
(20  William  the  Conqueror)  had  issue  Gilbert  de 
Arundell,  first  son,  who  married  Rosamund,  daughter 
of  John  de  Novant  and  had  issue  Richard  Arundell, 
who  by  his  wife  Juliana,  had  issue  Sir  Reinfric 
Arundel,  married  to  Alice,  daughter  of  Sir  J.  Lan¬ 
herne  of  Lanherne,  Cornwall.  It  would  seem  prob¬ 
able,  although  there  is  no  evidence  to  show,  that  this 
Richard  Arundell’s  wife  Juliana  was  a  Reinfred, 
naming  the  son  Reinfred  Arundell  (Visitations  of 
Cornwall,  p.  374,  Communicated  by  Lord  Arundell, 
of  Wardour).  The  name  of  Reinfred  in  the  Arundell 
family  has  persisted  from  the  above  time  down  to 
the  present  day. 
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LONGDON  MANOR 


Photo  by  H.  U.  Trewiv. 


A  branch  of  the  family  was  seated  at  Longdon, 
five  miles  from  Tewkesbury,  about  1250  to  1830. 
The  Victoria  History  of  the  County  of  Worcester  ; 
Burials  in  the  Longdon,  Worcs.  Registers.  in 
the  register  at  Bromsberrow,  three  miles  from 
Longdon,  is: — “  Feb.  28th,  1578,  Rowland  Rainford 
and  Ann  Cousins;  ”  and  in  a  Will  of  Rowland  Wrend- 
ford,  Oct.  9,  1622  (probably  a  son  of  the  first 
Rowland)  he  leaves  a  bequest  to  the  poor  of  Longdon, 
where  he  was  born. 

Gould,  in  his  history  of  Free  Masonry,  in  re¬ 
ferring  to  the  attendance  of  Wainford  Esquire,  at  the 
Lodge  meeting  in  1682,  at  Mason’s  Hall,  London, 
says  : — “  probably  meant  for  Rowland  Rainsford.” 
The  last  Rowland  was  probably  grandson  of  the 
first.  A  marriage  in  the  English  Bicknor  register  is 
as  follows  : — “  1564,  William  Wrainford  and  Joyce 
Worrall,  Mar.  8  August.”  This  William  Wrainford 
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is  identical  with  William  Wrenford,  who  married 
Joan  Gilbert,  25th  November,  1542.  This  Joan  was 
buried  at  Longdon,  10th  December,  1563.  (Vide 
Longdon  Parish  Register)  .  The  Gilberts  were  seated 
at  Chambers  Court,  the  adjoining  estate  to  Longdon 
Manor.  The  probable  explanation  of  the  spelling  of 
Wainford  and  Waunford  is  their  early  connection 
with  the  Manor  of  Wenfrod,  afterwards  spelt 
Wenford,  Somerset.  The  name  of  this  branch  of 
the  family  is  usually  spelt  Wrenford,  for  instance, 
William  Wrenford,  1728,  Son  of  Edmund  and 
Elizabeth  Wrenford. 

Occasionally  we  read  Ranford,  as  in  1742, 
William  Ranford  of  Essington  Parish,  Longdon. 
(Vide  British  Family  Names,  by  Barber).  Rainsford 
from  Rainford,  a  locality  in  Lancs.,  Randford, 
Wrenford,  etc.,  etc. 

1667.  Baptized  William,  son  of  William 
Wranford. 

In  order  to  find  the  common  ancestor  of  the 
Rainsfords  of  Essex,  Longdon,  Worcs.,  and  Tew, 
Co.  Oxon.,  we  must  go  back  to  circa  1350. 

In  the  Lygon  pedigree  (Worcestershire  Visita¬ 
tions)  we  find  that  “  William  Lygon  mar.  Elizabeth 
daughter  to  Rainford  Arundell,”  and  in  the  pedigree 
of  Carr  it  is  stated  that  “  Nicholas  Carr  of  Tewkes¬ 
bury  mar.  Winifred,  dau.  of  John  Lyggon  of  Batch- 
cott,  Co.  Salop,  and  his  sister  Elizabeth,  was  wife 
of  John  Wrengsford,  of  Langdon  (Longdon)  in  Co. 
Worcester.” 

The  connection  of  the  Rainsfords  with  the 
Arundells  is  seen  much  later,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
16th  Century,  when  Honor  Grenville  married,  first 
Sir  John  Bassett,  and  secondly,  in  1528,  Arthur 
Plantagenet,  Lord  Lisle,  a  natural  son  of  Edward  IV, 
by  Elizabeth  Lucie. 
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It  was  through  Lady  Lisle’s  influence  that  John 
and  William  Rainsford  were  appointed  gentlemen 
ushers  to  Henry  VIII,  and  Alice,  presumably  their 
sister,  was  Maid  of  Honour  to  Anne  Boleyn.  It  is 
very  interesting  to  note  in  passing  that  documents 
have  recently  come  to  light  proving  that  Shakes¬ 
peare’s  uncle  was  in  the  Court  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 
(See  Chapter  on  Shakespeare).  The  above  William 
Rainsford  was  mentioned  in  the  Will  of  Henry  VIII. 

Lady  Lisle’s  sister  married  an  Arundell  of 
Lanherne,  and  in  the  17th  Century,  William  Wren- 
ford,  son  of  Robert,  and  grandson  of  Thomas  of 
Fare-End,  Longdon,  is  lineally  descended  from 
Reymfrey  Arundell,  who  married  Joan,  daughter  and 
heir  of  Sir  John  Coleshull,  Kt.  She  married  secondly 
John  Nanfan  of  Birts  Morton  Court,  about  two  miles 
from  Longdon  Manor.  The  descent  is  through  the 
Baudes,  the  Danvers  and  the  Stradlings. 

In  Birts  Morton  Church,  there  is  a  monumental 
inscription  to  Lord  John  Arundell,  Bishop  of  Chester 
and  son  of  Renfreye  Arundel  ;  side  compartment 
gives  Renfreye  Arundell,  Kt.  and  Oumphrey  Arun¬ 
dell.  (Nash,  Worcestershire,  Vol.  I,  p.  85). 

The  Baudes  probably  are  the  same  family  as 
the  Baughs  or  Bawdes,  who  were  seated  for  many 
generations  at  Twining  Manor,  about  two  miles  from 
Tewkesbury,  and  on  two  or  three  occasions  the  Wren- 
fords  or  Rainsfords  of  Longdon  Manor,  intermarried 
with  this  family. 

It  is  thought  very  probable  that  Reinfred  the  son 
of  William,  first  Baron  of  Kendal  and  Governor  of 
Lancaster  Castle,  forfeited  his  estates  in  Lancashire, 
when  Stephen,  afterwards  King,  had  the  grant  of 
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Lancs,  from  the  Ribble  to  the  Mersey,  when  Roger 
de  Poicton,  Earl  of  Lancaster  (third  son  of  Roger  de 
Poicton,  Earl  of  Montgomery,  Arundel  and  Shrews¬ 
bury)  was  deprived  of  the  great  Lancashire  inher¬ 
itance  on  account  of  his  rebellion,  and  owing  to 
Rainfred’s  support  of  the  cause  of  his  cousin,  the 
Empress  Maud,  was  rewarded  by  her  with  a  number 
of  Manors,  as  stated  by  tradition,  in  Somerset,  Devon 
and  Cornwall. 

When  he  had  the  gift  of  the  Manors  of  Bachwell 
Lamyat  and  Rolston,  he  became  associated  with 
Roger  de  Witen  or  Corcella,  who  in  1166,  was  hold¬ 
ing  the  Manor  of  Stoke,  which  his  Father  or  Grand¬ 
father  held  as  sub-tenant  of  Roger  de  Mowbray, 
Bishop  of  Coutances,  a  near  relative  to  the  Empress 
Maud’s  step-father,  William  de  Albini,  Earl  of 
Arundel,  and  it  is  through  this  connection  with  his 
wife’s  family,  with  Bishop  Roger,  that  Walter,  the 
Archbishop  of  Rouen,  is  styled  de  Coutances.  In  the 
Peerage,  by  “  G.E.C.”  under  Arundel,  it  is  there 
stated  that  “  there  is  evidence  that  Walter  de 
Coutances,  Archbishop  of  Rouen,  was  of  the  Fitz- 
Rainfred  family,  being  possibly  brother  or  brother- 
in-law,  of  Roger  Fitz-Rainfred.”  Not  only  was 
Rainfred  the  founder  of  the  Western  stem,  cousin  to 
Queen  Maud,  but  was  also  a  cousin  to  her  husband, 
Geoffrey  Plantagenet,  and  was  allied  directly  by 
marriage  at,  and  soon  after,  the  Conquest,  with  some 
of  the  most  powerful  families,  including  the  Norman 
Earls  of  Chester,  de  Brus,  de  Warren,  Talbot, 
Neville,  Arundel, Percy,  de  Clare,  etc.  Reinfred’s  son, 
Gilbert,  appears  to  have  been  re-instated  in  Lanca¬ 
shire,  for  he  returned  himself  in  1166,  as  holding  the 
same  estates  as  formerly  held  by  his  ancestors. 

For  an  explanation  of  the  well  known  Arms 
of  Rodney,  the  3  Eagles  displayed,  which  were  also 
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borne,  in  a  modified  form,  by  the  Wrenfords  or 
Rainsfords  of  Longdon,  and  the  Wilcots  of  Tew 
Magna,  also  a  branch  of  the  Rainsfords  of  Cumber¬ 
land,  viz  : — Azure,  an  eagle  displayed  argent,  ducally 
gorged  or;  it  is  conjectured  by  Alfred  Ransford  that 
when  Rayner,  Bishop  of  S.  Asaph,  bought  the  town¬ 
ship  of  Wilcott,  Salop,  about  1204-10,  from  John  le 
Strange,  some  of  the  family  assumed  the  name  of 
Wilcot,  and  this  accounts  for  the  Arms  of  Wilcot 
being  identical  with  the  Rainsfords  of  Longdon, 
Worcs.,  and  who,  as  we  shall  see  later,  inherited  some 
of  the  adjoining  lands,  or  the  actual  lands,  held  by 
the  Longdon  Rainsfords. 

These  Rainsfords  or  Wrenfords  bore  the  identi¬ 
cal  Arms  of  the  Rainsfords  of  Cumberland,  Azure, 
an  eagle  displayed  argent,  ducally  gorged  or. 

The  Reyneys  or  Rodneys,  of  Rodney  Stoke,  bore 
three  eagles  displayed  with  wings  inverted  purpure, 
these  armorial  identifications  evidencing  their  com¬ 
mon  origin.  The  families  who  followed  Prince 
Edward,  afterwards  Ed.  I  (1272-1307)  on  the  last 
Crusade,  adopted  the  Cross,  among  whom  were  the 
well  known  families  of  de  Vere  and  de  Berkeley.  The 
Rainsfords  of  Tew  and  their  descendants  have 
always  borne  for  their  Arms,  Argent,  a  Cross  Sable. 

4 

Henry  Rainsford  bore  Arms  Argent  a  Cross  and 
a  bordure  Sable  at  the  Seige  of  Caerlaverock,  1300. 
(Ed.  I  Roll). 

It  is  claimed  that  from  the  Raineys  or  Rodneys, 
of  Rodney  Stoke,  the  Wrenfords,  or  Rainsfords,  of 
Longdon  descend.  There  were  Wrenfords  in  Worces¬ 
tershire  as  early  as  1293,  and  from  the  Lay  Subsidy 
Rolls  Co.  Worcs.,  I  Ed.  Ill  (1327)  Martin  Folet  cum 
Membrie  (Castle  Morton)  “de  Thoma  de  Wrenford” 
occurs.  They  remained  at  Castle  Morton  and  Long- 
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don  till  1805,  when  they,  and  others,  presented  to 
the  churches  there. 

Major  Wrenford,  J.P.,  of  Longdon  Manor,  died 
in  1805,  and  a  descendant,  Colonel  Wrenford,  the 
last  male  of  that  line  was  killed  in  the  Great  War. 
The  late  Canon  Dowdeswell  of  Pull  Court,  has  given 
valuable  help  in  regard  to  this  pedigree.  From  a  deed, 
of  which  we  have  seen  a  copy,  we  give  the  following 
particulars  : — 

“  1606.  Thomas  Wrenford  of  Faire  End  P.  of 
Longdon  Esquire  of  the  first  part,  Robert  Wrenford, 
gentleman,  his  son  and  heir  and  Ann  his  wife,  eldest 
daughter  of  Ferinando  Baude,  of  the  second  part  of 
Thorpe  Underwood  Co.,  Northants,  Esq.,  Ferdinand 
Baude,  William  Lord  Padget  of  Beaudesert,  Henry, 
Lord  Danvers  of  Dauntsey,  John  Baude  of  Thorpe 
Underwood,  Esq.,  John  Danvers  of  London  Esquire, 
John  Ireland  of  Great  Bowden  Co.,  Leicester  third 
part. 

Parties  1,  2  and  3  demise  to  Roger  Dowdeswell, 
Hill  House,  messuage  and  land  in  Bushley  Longdon 
and  Pool,  Gullivers  or  Gullers  End  messuage  and 
lands  in  Longdon,  lands,  etc.,  in  Longdon  heretofore 
belonging  to  Hill  House,  part  of  the  inheritance  of 
William  Wrenford  Father  of  Thomas,  known  as 
Aylworth’s  lands.” 

A  branch  of  the  Wrenfords  were  living  in 
Newbury,  Berks.,  about  the  middle  of  the  18th 
century.  Newbury  is  about  three  miles  from  Rains- 
ford  Farm,  Thatcham,  now  called  Hensley’s  Farm. 
The  church  contains  an  Altar  tomb  to  the  memory  of 
William  Danvers,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas.  Alice,  daughter  of  this  William 
Danvers,  Kt.,  and  heiress  of  John  Pusey  of  Thatcham, 
Berks,  married  John  Raynsford,  lord  of  Great  Tew 
son  of  William  Rainsford  lord  of  Great  Tew, 
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and  the  Father  of  Sir  William  Rainsford  who  in¬ 
herited  the  estates.  Dame  Alice  (Danvers)  survived 
her  husband  by  many  years,  and  died  1531.  Her 
grandson,  Thomas,  of  Little  Compton,  Glos.,  married 
Barbara,  daughter  of  Dr.  Bentley,  physician  to 
Henry  VIII,  and  as  will  be  seen  later,  they  lived  at 
New  Place,  Stratford-on-Avon,  on  the  doctor’s 
retirement,  prior  to  Shakespeare. 

It  is  thought  these  Wrenfords  of  Newbury  be¬ 
longed  to  the  Longdon  family  ;  they  were,  and 
those  living  are  still,  ardent  Catholics. 

{Abstracts  from  “  Origin  of  the  Rainsfords  ” 
Alfred  Ransford). 

Dame  Alice,  in  her  Will  dated  1530,  leaves  to 
her  son,  John  Raynsford  “  my  two  salts  guilted,” 
and  bequeathed  to  her  grandson,  John  Raynsford, 
“  my  new  house  lately  builded  in  Thatcham  with  all 
the  lands  within  the  pale,”  and  nominates  her 
daughter  Alice,  her  full  executrix.  Edward  Rayns¬ 
ford,  a  descendant  of  John  and  Alice,  may  be  identical 
with  Edward  Raynsford  who  died  at  Chipping 
Norton,  about  three  miles  from  Tew,  where  ad¬ 
ministration  was  granted  of  his  goods  to  Thomas 
Raynsford,  his  brother,  Oct.  3,  1611.  His  brother, 
Thomas,  died  at  Chipping  Norton. 

This  Thomas  Rainsford  was  involved  in  the 
great  naval  and  mercantile  ventures  of  the  times 
and  served  under  Sir  Bernard  Drake,  near  kinsman 
of  Sir  Francis  Drake.  He  was  also  in  the  service  of 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh.  Sir  Bernard  Drake  captured  a 
great  Portuguese  ship  called  “  The  Lion  of  Viana,” 
and  brought  her  into  Dartmouth,  giving  Captain 
Thomas  Rainsford  the  Command  of  the  ship.  In 
1580,  he  writes  to  the  Queen’s  Majesty  relating  to  the 
spoil  of  a  ship,  which  he  commanded  at  the  Island 
of  Use, 
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In  his  Will  he  is  described  as  Thomas  Rainsford, 
Gent.,  of  Chipping  Norton,  about  five  miles  from 
Tew,  Oxon.,  and  this  Will  was  proved  April  7th, 
1615.  It  is  as  follows  : — 

“  I  give  to  the  poor  of  Chipping  Norton  10/-  to 
be  distributed  on  bread.  To  my  son,  William,  my 
gold  signet  ring,  my  best  cloak  and  cassock,  jerkin, 
my  best  rapier,  the  trunk  that  was  my  brother’s,  etc. 
To  my  daughter,  £30,  to  be  paid  within  six  months, 
or  at  marriage.  All  the  residue  of  my  goods  to  my 
wife,  Jane,  whom  I  make  my  Executrix.  If  she  deny 
to  perform  this  according  to  my  Will,  I  make  my 
daughter,  Katherine,  my  Executrix.  If  my  wife 
refuse,  I  give  her  only  £30,  my  third  feather  bed, 
etc.” 


It  is  from  this  period,  John  Richard  Green,  the 
historian,  states  in  “A  short  history  of  the  English 
people,”  that  we  can  first  date  the  rise  of  the  concep¬ 
tion  of  domestic  comfort.  Pillows  and  feather  beds, 
which  had  before  been  despised,  were  now  in  general 
use. 


Carpets  superseded  the  filthy  flooring  of  rushes; 
the  rough  and  wattled  farm  houses  were  being  super¬ 
seded  by  dwellings  of  brick  and  stone  ;  the  lofty 
houses  of  the  wealthier  merchants,  their  parapeted 
fronts,  and  costly  wainscoting,  their  cumbrous,  but 
elaborate  beds,  their  carved  staircases,  their  quaintly 
figured  gables,  not  only  contrasted  with  the  squalor 
which  had,  till  then,  characterized  English  towns, 
but  marked  the  rise  of  a  new  middle  class  which  was 
to  play  its  part  in  later  history.  Pewter  was  replacing 
the  wooden  trenchers  of  the  earlier  yeomanry,  and 
the  chimney  corner  so  closely  associated  with  family 
life,  came  into  existence  with  the  general  introduc- 
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tion  of  chimneys,  a  feature  rare  in  ordinary  houses  at 
the  beginning  of  Elizabeth’s  reign. 

A  branch  of  the  Rainsfords  in  the  18th  century 
lived  at,  and  farmed,  Eastington  Manor,  near 
Longdon,  a  well  preserved  half-timbered  mansion, 
thought  to  have  been  built  about  1450  by  William 
Brydges,  now  in  the  occupation  of  Mile,  de  Montgeon 
who  has  designed  the  grounds  in  perfect  taste  and 
keeping  with  the  home. 

There  is  an  interesting  connection  between  Dr. 
Donne  Dean  of  St.  Paul’s,  1621,  till  his  death  in 
1632,  and  the  Rainsfords,  as  his  mother  married 
for  her  second  husband  a  Rainsford,  thought  to  be 
descended  from  the  Longdon  Rainsfords,  who  were 
ardent  Catholics  like  the  Donne  family. 

Perhaps  a  word  would  not  be  out  of  place  here 
regarding  this  celebrated  writer  and  preacher,  who 
ranked,  according  to  some  authorities,  second  only 
in  importance,  as  a  poet,  to  Shakespeare. 

John  Donne  was  born  in  1573  ;  he  was  the 
elder  son  of  a  rich  London  ironmonger,  who  died 
in  1576,  leaving  him  a  considerable  fortune.  His 
mother  was  a  daughter  of  John  Heywood,  the  epi- 
grammist,  an  ardent  Catholic,  related  to  Sir  Thomas 
More,  Lord  Chancellor  and  the  author  of  ‘  Utopia.’ 

The  names  of  Heywood,  Rainsford,  and  also 
Donne,  occur  in  the  Bushley  Registers,  which  parish 
is  about  two  miles  from  Longdon. 

John  Donne’s  mother  had  two  sisters  who  were 
Jesuits,  and  she  numbered  among  her  relations 
many  prisoners  and  exiles  for  the  sake  of  the  Roman 
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faith,  remaining  a  devout  Romanist  till  the  end  of 
her  life,  and  her  son’s  earliest  years  were  spent  in 
an  atmosphere  of  Roman  Catholic  devotion. 

At  the  early  age  of  eleven,  Donne  went  to 
Oxford  and  afterwards  to  Cambridge,  and  in  1592 
he  was  admitted  to  Lincoln’s  Inn,  a  young  man  of 
brilliant  intellect,  and  the  master  of  considerable 
wealth. 

Several  of  the  Longdon  Rainsfords  are  de¬ 
scribed  as  of  Lincoln’s  Inn. 

Ten  years  later  we  find  him  a  convinced 
opponent  of  Romanism,  though  his  change  of  faith 
can  hardly  be  regarded  as  a  belief  that  Anglicanism 
was  alone  the  true  Church  ;  Donne  was  genuinely 
convinced  that  there  was  truth  in  each  form  of 
Christian  religion,  and  that  it  was  wisest  and  best 
for  each  man  to  accept  the  faith  of  his  own  country.” 
(See  Donne’s  sermons,  by  Logan  Pearsall  Smith, 
Clarendon  Press). 

“  Donne’s  earliest  court  sermon,  which  has 
come  down  to  us  and  perhaps  the  first  sermon  which 
he  preached  as  Chaplain  to  the  King,  is  dated  April 
21st,  1616.  In  this  year  Donne  was  presented  to 
two  country  livings  and  appointed  Divinity  Reader 
to  the  Benchers  of  Lincoln’s  Inn.  This  important 
and  lucrative  post  which  involved,  it  has  been 
calculated,  the  preparation  of  no  fewer  then  fifty 
sermons  a  year,  he  held  till  he  became  Dean  of  St. 
Paul’s  about  six  years  later.” 

“  The  Dr.’s  life  has  been  written  by  Isaak 
Walton.  At  one  period  he  was  in  the  service  of  Sir 
Thomas  Egerton,  the  Lord  Keeper,  who  married  a 
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sister  of  Sir  George  More,  and  Dr.  Donne  in  1600 
married  Ann,  the  young  daughter  of  Sir  George 
More,  brother  of  the  Lord  Keeper’s  wife. 

In  1625  Dr.  Donne  was  driven  out  of  London 
by  the  plague,  and  took  refuge  with  his  friend 
Magdalen  Herbert,  the  poet,«  George  Herbert’s 
mother,  who  was  now  married  to  Sir  John  Danvers 
and  lived  in  Danvers  House  in  what  was  then  the 
village  of  Chelsea. 

In  1627  Lady  Danvers  died  and  was  buried  in 
the  parish  church  of  Chelsea,  where  Donne  preached 
the  notable  funeral  sermon. 

In  his  unregenerate  days,  Donne  had  written 
poems  to  Mrs.  Herbert,  almost  as  a  lover  ;  he  had 
immortalized  her  in  those  famous  lines  : — 

“  No  Spring,  nor  Summer  beauty  hath  such  grace? 

As  I  have  seen  in  one  Autumnall  face.’ — 

and  now  after  an  invocation  to  this  loved  ghost  to 
arise  from  the  consecrated  dust  in  which  she  slept, 
he  proceeds  in  a  long  and  noble  panegyric  to  paint 
a  picture  of  her  as  she  lived,  and  as  he  and  her 
family  and  friends  knew  her,  a  portrait  which  is  one 
of  the  most  vivid  and  beautiful  we  possess  of  those 
Elizabethan  great  ladies  who  befriended  the  poets 
of  the  time  and  still  live  for  us  immortalized  in  their 
poems  (See  Introduction  to  Donne’s  Sermons, 
Loyan  Pearsall  Smith,  also  Page  35.  Sermon  28. 
Clarendon  Press).  Magdalen  Herbert,  later  Lady 
Danvers,  was  the  daughter  of  Sir  Richard,  and  sister 
of  Sir  Francis  Neuport  af  Arcol.  She  married  at  a 
very  early  age  Richard  Herbert  of  Blackhall,  in 
Montgomery  (lineally  descended  from  the  great 
Sir  Rich.  Herbert  in  Ed.  IV’s  time  and  father  of 
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Edward  Lord  Herbert,  Baron  of  Castle  Island), 
by  whom  she  had  seven  sons  and  three  daughters 
and  was  left  a  widow  at  the  age  of  28.” 

For  the  next  twelve  years  she  devoted  her  life 
to  the  care  and  education  of  her  children  at  the 
Oxford  University,  when  she  made  many  friends  of 
eminence  and  renown,  among  them  Dr.  Donne  .  At 
the  age  of  40  she  married  Sir  John  Danvers,  only 
brother  to  the  Earl  of  Danby,  K.G.,  who  according 
to  Dr.  Donne  was  20  years  younger  than  she.  He 
was  extremely  kind  to  her  step-children,  especially 
the  girls  and  their  brother  George,  the  poet  and 
divine.  A  long  period  of  friendship  and  intermarriage 
has  existed  between  the  Rainsfords  and  the  Danvers 
(originally  spelt  D’auvers  from  the  Norman)  Alice 
the  second  daughter  of  Sir  William  Danvers  (second 
son  of  John  Danvers  of  Waterstock  and  his  second 
wife  Joan  Bruley)  married  John  Raynesford  third  in 
succession  as  lord  of  Great  Tew  Manor,  Oxon.,  and 
the  grandson  of  Henry  Rainsford  of  Rainford  Hall, 
Lancs.,  and  later  of  Great  Tew. 

“  The  grand  daughter  of  John  Raynesford 
and  Alice  Danvers,  namely  Dorothy,  daughter  of 
Sir  William  Rainsford  of  Great  Tew  married  her 
cousin  John  Danvers  of  Culworth  near  Banbury. 
(See  memorials  of  the  Danvers  family  p.  174, 
Macnamara).  Sir  William  Danvers’  eldest  daughter 
Ann,  John’s  eldest  sister,  married  Richard  Verney 
son  of  Edmund  Verney  of  Compton,  Warwick 
(Dugdale’s  Warwick,  p.  565). 

The  great-grand-daughter  Dorothy,  of  John 
Danvers  and  Joan  Bruley,  and  grand-daughter  of 
John  Danvers  junior’s  half-brother  Richard  by  the 
first  wife  Alice  Verney  married  John  Raynsford, 
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thus  linking  the  descendants  of  the  two  wives  of 
John  of  Colthorpe  and  Waterstock. 

To  make  it  clearer  John  Danvers  of  Culworth, 
fourth  in  descent  from  the  marriage  of  John  Danvers 
of  Colthorpe  and  Prestcote  to  Alice  Verney, 
married  his  third  cousin,  fourth  in  descent  from 
John  Danvers  and  his  second  wife  Joan  Bruley  ; 
a  Dorothy  Danvers  married  a  John  Raynesford, 
and  a  Dorothy  Raynesford  married  a  John  Danvers. 

Alice  Verney  was  the  daughter  and  heiress  of 
William  Verney  of  Byfield,  Northants,  a  village  about 
eight  miles  distant  from  Culworth.  The  earliest 
notice  that  we  have  of  the  presence  of  the  Verney 
family  in  By  field  is  in  a  charter  about  1230. 

There  is  a  document  in  the  Record  Office 
Chancery  Proceedings,  Elizabeth  D.d.  7.  (No.  34, 
7  May,  1585),  which  is  valuable  as  a  confirmation  of 
the  descent  of  those  members  of  the  family  who 
signed  it,  and  the  name  in  the  petition  of  most 
interest  to  the  Danvers  and  Rainford  families,  is  that 
of  Daniel  Danvers  the  second  son  of  John  Danvers 
and  Dorothy  Raynsford,  as  from  him  the  present 
family  of  Danvers  trace  their  descent.  (See  Memos, 
of  the  Danvers  family). 

There  is  also  another  connection  with  the  two 
families  as  this  Daniel  Danvers  married  in  Nov. 
1583,  Susannah,  daughter  of  John  Pope  and  his 
second  wife,  the  daughter  of  Sir  John  Brockett; 
and  Susannah’s  eldest  sister  Georgia  (or  Georgina) 
married  Robert  Raynsford  of  Staverton,  ob.  1629). 

(See  Chapter  X  on  the  Rainsfords  of  Dallington, 
Northants). 
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Their  brother  Sir  William  Pope  of  Wroxton 
and  Wilcot,  was  created  a  baronet  in  1611,  and  the 
1st  Earl  of  Downe  1629.  He  died  1631.  He  married 
Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  Owen  Hopton,  widow  of 
Henry,  3rd  Baron  Wentworth. 

Sir  Thomas  Pope,  born  1608,  knighted  1636, 
was  the  brother  of  John  Pope,  who  was  of  Drayton, 
near  Daventry,  and  married,  Anne  daughter  of 
Thomas  Meade,  and  secondly,  the  daughter  of  Sir 
John  Brockett.  (Baker’s  History  of  Northampton, 
Vol.  I,  p.  131).  Wroxton  is  a  village  3  miles  north 
west  of  Banbury,  Oxon.  The  church  is  full  of 
memorials  of  the  Pope,  North  and  Guilford 
families,  of  which  the  most  striking  is  the  magnifi¬ 
cent  monument  to  Sir  William  Pope,  1st  Earl  of 
Downe,  and  his  wife  Anne  Hopton. 

On  the  south  of  the  Church  is  Wroxton  Abbey, 
built  by  the  1st  Earl  of  Downe,  upon  the  site  of  the 
ancient  Priory,  and  now  the  seat  of  his  descendant, 
Lord  North. 

Thomas,  the  third  Earl,  married  Beata,  daughter 
of  Sir  Plenry  Poole  ;  they  had  one  son  Thomas,  the 
4th  and  last  Earl  of  Downe,  also  five  daughters,  the 
youngest  of  whom  Frances,  married  Sir  Francis 
North.  Lord  Keeper,  created  Baron  Guilford  in 
1643.  They  had  issue  North,  Earl  of  Guilford, 
from  whom  descend  the  present  family.  At  one 
period  Sir  William  Rainsford,  lord  of  Great  Tew, 
had  a  grant  of  Wroxton  Abbey  from  Henry  VIII, 
when  he  was  Gentleman  Usher  and  Groom  of  the 
Chamber  to  that  Monarch. 

Edward  Rainsford,  ob.  1623,  the  sixth  and  last 
of  the  family  to  inherit  Great  Tew,  appointed  Sir 
William  Pope  trustee  to  his  Will,  during  the  minority 
of  his  son  Edward,  who  became  sole  executor. 
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The  ancient  seat  of  the  senior  line  of  the  Oxfordshire  Rainsfords,  descended  from  the  Rainsfords  of  Rainsford  Hall.  Co.  Lancs. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


The  Rainsfords  of  Great  Tew. 

“  Heaven  doth  with  us,  what  we  with  torches  do, 

Not  light  them  for  themselves,  for  if  our  virtues 

Did  not  go  forth  of  us,  ’twere  all  alike 

As  if  we  had  them  not.” 

Measure  for  Measure. 

The  home  of  the  main  branch  of  the  Rainsford 
family  for  some  generations  was  Great  Tew  Park, 
Oxon.  Mr.  William  F.  Carter  (Berks.,  etc.,  Arch. 
Journal,  xii  and  xiii,  18,  07)  states,  “  Here  for  a 
century  or  so  the  Boulton  family,  best  known  by  its 
association  with  the  world  famous  ‘Steam-engine 
Watt,’  has  sat  in  the  seat  where  the  lines  of  Preaux, 
Wylcotes,  Raynsford  and  Cary  flourished  from  the 
wild  days  of  John  Lackland  to  the  tempestuous  reign 
of  the  first  Charles.”  (See  Vol.  V  of  the  Harleian 
Society’s  publications.  Patent  Roll  of  A.D.  1332. 
Sep.  14.) 

Great  Tew  is  an  ideally  picturesque  spot,  five 
miles  east  of  Chipping  Norton,  and  ten  South-West 
of  Banbury.  The  cottages,  for  the  most  part,  are 
thatch-covered  and  built  of  the  soft  hued  stone  of 
the  district,  as  is  also  the  church  at  the  head  of  the 
village,  hidden  in  trees  and  all  but  enclosed  in  the 
Squire’s  grounds,  where,  in  the  sunshine  and  showers 
of  many  a  hundred  years,  it  has  become  time- 
mellowed  and  be-lichened.” 

An  article  by  “  J.H.”  in  the  Birmingham  Post, 
May  1931,  states  :  “  Great  Tew  has  been  called  the 
most  interesting  and  beautiful  village  in  Oxfordshire. 
It  lies  a  little  to  the  left  of  the  Banbury- Witney  road, 
consequently,  it  is  not  so  well  known  as  it  deserves 
to  be.  For  the  most  part  it  consists  of  one  short  street, 
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Little  Tew  Manok 

The  ancient  seat  of  the  junior  line  of  the  Oxfordshire  Rainsfords,  descended  from  the  Rainsfords  of  Rainsford  Hall,  Co.  Lancs. 
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fringed  by  the  picturesque  cottages  and  set  in  small, 
but  unusually  well  tended  gardens.  As  seen  from 
the  village  green,  which  unlike  most  of  its  kind, 
is  not  central,  Great  Tew  has  an  Arcadian  aspect, 
which  defies  description,  and  to  which  no  photo¬ 
graph  can  do  justice.” 

The  ancient  church,  dedicated  to  St.  Michael, 
is  anything  but  conspicuous,  partly  hidden  as  it  is 
at  the  end  of  an  avenue  of  trees  at  the  head  of  the 
village,  yet  when  found,  proves  to  be  more  than 
usually  interesting,  both  by  reason  of  its  architec¬ 
tural  features,  and  its  brasses  and  memorials. 

In  the  wall  of  the  north  aisle  are  two  recesses 
of  13th  century  work,  each  containing  an  altar  tomb. 
On  one  of  these  rests  the  effigy  of  a  knight  in  chain 
armour,  and  on  the  other  a  lady  with  veil,  wimple 
and  jacket,  under  a  long  mantle.  The  knight’s 
effigy  is  said  to  be  that  of  a  Sir  Robert  de  Vere. 

In  the  centre  of  the  chancel  is  the  fine  brass 
dated  1410  (Figured  in  Boutell’s  ‘  Brasses’)  of 
John  Wylcotts  of  Wylcotts  and  his  wife  Alice. 
John  is  son  and  heir  of  Thomas  Wyl cotes  by 
Elizabeth  Hall.  The  squire  is  in  plate  armour, 
his  head  resting  on  his  helmet  the  upper  part 
of  which  with  the  crest  has  disappeared.  He 
is  wearing  the  Lancastrian  S.S.  collar.  Over 
the  figures  is  a  fine  canopy  in  each  spandrel 
of  which  appears  a  hand  holding  a  scroll  with 
the  motto  ‘  In  one  is  all  ’  and  which  we  notice 
is  also  on  the  marginal  inscription,  very  much 
defaced,  so  that  in  places  one  can  only  see  ‘  In  on  is 
ah’  Part  of  the  inscription  is  wanting. 

The  date  of  this  is  about  1422, 


Copyright. 

The  Brass  of  John  and  Alice  Wylcotes 
in  the  Chancel  of  the  Church  of  Great  Tew,  Oxqn, 
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John  Wylcotts  married  the  Tew  heiress,  said 
to  be  Alice  de  Preaux,  circa  1397/8  ;  these  de 
Preaux  (Latin  de  Pratillis)  were  Norman  Barons  and 
cousins  of  the  Earls  of  Chester,  who  descended 
from  Hugh  Lupus,  a  nephew  of  William  the  Con¬ 
queror.  It  was  Reinfrid  or  Ranulph,  Earl  of  Chester, 
who  granted  Great  Tew  to  his  cousin,  John  de 
Preaux  in  1203. 

The  following  facts,  proved  from  records,  must 
be  carefully  noted  : — 

(1)  That  John  Wilcotes  had  a  first  wife  named 
Alice,  who  had  had  a  daughter,  Emma,  by  a  former 
husband,  and  that  by  the  marriage  settlement  of 
John  and  Alice,  Great  Tew  was  settled  upon  them¬ 
selves  for  life,  with  remainder  to  the  heirs  of  their 
bodies,  failing  whom,  on  Emma  and  her  heirs, 
failing  whom,  on  the  rightful  heirs  of  John  Wilcotes. 

(2)  That  the  brass  of  John  and  Alice  in  Great 
Tew  Church  exhibits  the  Wilcotes’  Arms,  viz., 
a  displayed  eagle,  ducally  gorged,  together  with  the 
Arms  of  Alice,  a  displayed  eagle,  and  over  it  is 
written  “  John  Wilcotes  and  Alice  his  wife,  ob. 
MCCCC.” 

(3)  That  John  Wilcotes  married  secondly, 
Elizabeth  Cheney,  and  had  by  her  two  daughters. 
(1)  Elizabeth,  who  married  Henry  Rainsford  of 
Rainford  Hall,  Lancs.  (2)  Margaret,  who  married 
John  Ashfield  of  Heythrop  Park. 

The  lettering  of  the  Epitaph  to  John  Wilcotes 
wife  Alice,  has  become  very  much  defaced  during 
the  space  of  five  centuries,  but  Mr.  F.  Carter  has 
attempted  to  restore  and  translate  it  to  the  best  of 
his  ability,  as  follows  : — 


Copyright  FROM  BRASS  IN  GREAT  TEW  CHURCH 

Willmus  Reyneford,  Armiger, 

(Lord  of  Tew  Manor,  High  Sheriff  of  Berks,  and  Oxon.,  1464, 
Ob.  1487.  Lineal  Ancestor  of  all  living  Ransfords,  Rainsfords.etcJ 
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“  Here  lies  John,  and  also  Alice,  who  was  for 
seventeen  years  the  wife  of  the  same  John  ;  a 
woman  harmless  toward  all,  and  finding  her  pleasures 
even  over-much  in  the  kindnesses  she  did  to  others. 
A  mirror  of  matronhood,  a  sure  succour  for  the 
wretched,  a  lover  of  peace,  she  entered  into  heaven 
on  the  15th  day  of  October  in  the  first  year  of  King 
Henry  the  Fifth.  A  reward  so  great  and  meet  for  the 
Saints,  Alice  well  merited.  Her  body  was  consigned 
to  the  earth  ;  her  spirit  returned  to  the  heavens.” 

In  the  Church  of  North  Leigh,  adjoining  the 
Parish  of  Wilcot,  Co.  Oxon.,  are  two  recumbent 
figures  in  alabaster  :  the  one  a  Knight  in  complete 
armour,  and  the  other  a  female,  sumptuously  attired. 
The  effigies  are  those  of  Sir  William  Wilcote  and 
his  lady.  Sir  William  was  brother  to  John  Wilcote, 
lord  of  Great  Tew,  whose  daughter  Elizabeth, 
married  Henry  Rainsford  of  Rainford,  Co.  Lancs., 
and  through  her  Henry  inherited  Great  Tew. 

Henry  and  Elizabeth  had  a  son,  William,  who 
was  Sheriff  of  Berks,  and  Oxon.,  1464  and  there  is 
also  a  brass  to  his  memory  in  the  Church  of  Great 
Tew,  on  the  South  wall  of  the  Chancel,  depicting  the 
subject  of  the  Trinity.  Tudor  roses  surround  the 
brass  and  the  wording  is  “  Willmus  Reyneforde 
Armiger.”  This  Willmus  Reyneforde  married  Agnes, 
daughter  of  John  Anne  of  North  Aston,  Oxon.,  and 
from  their  two  sons,  John  and  William,  derive  the  two 
great  branches  of  Dallington,  Northants,  and  of 
Clifford  Chambers,  Glos.  See  Chapter  V  and  X. 

Similarly  to  the  Senior  or  Great  Tew  line,  the 
Junior  line  were  lords  of  the  Manor  of  Clifford  for 
six  generations  from  father  to  son. 
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John,  the  elder  son  of  William,  and  grandson 
of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Rainsford,  was  the  third 
of  the  family  to  inherit  the  Manor  of  Great  Tew. 
He  married  Alice  the  second  daughter  of  Sir  William 
Danvers,  who  was  born  about  1430. 

Dec.  17th,  1487,  Sir  William  was  made  one  of 
the  Kings  Justices  of  the  Common  Pleas.  He 
married  Anne,  daughter  and  heiress  of  John  Pury 
of  Chamberhouse,  Thatcham,  Berks,  about  1470-75, 
by  whom  he  had  several  children. 

(See  Memorials  of  Danvers,  p.  174).  William 
Danvers,  later  Sir  William,  was  the  second  son  of 
John  Danvers  of  Waterstock  and  Joan  Bruley. 
Their  great-grand-daughter,  Dorothy,  married  John 
Raynesford,  great-grandson  of  his  half-brother  Rich¬ 
ard,  thus  linking  the  descendants  of  the  two  wives 
of  John  of  Waterstock,  and  William  Danvers  is 
therefore  in  the  direct  descent  of  the  present  family 
of  Danvers. 

In  Chapter  III  we  saw  that  Dorothy,  daughter 
of  Sir  William  Rainsford,  living  in  1590,  married 
her  cousin  John  Danvers. 

The  eldest  son  John  was  aged  26,  when  Sir 
William  Danvers  died  in  1504,  and  five  other  children 
survived  him.  John  lived  at  Chamberhouse  and  was 
buried  at  Thatcham  Church.  Ann,  the  eldest 
daughter  of  Sir  William  Danvers  married  Richard 
Verney,  son  of  Edmund  Verney  of  Compton, 
Warwick,  (Dugdale’s  Warwick,  p.  565).  See  “Mem¬ 
orials  of  the  Danvers  family,”  Macnamara,  for  the 
following — “  When  Richard  Lee  made  his  visitation 
of  Oxfordshire  in  the  year  1574,  he  found  in  Great 
Tew  Church  and  Manor  house,  many  memorials  of 
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the  Rainsfords  and  Wylcotts.  These  he  copied  and 
his  notes  are  preserved  in  one  of  Anthony  a  Wood’s 
MSS.  (Bodleian,  Wood,  R.D.)  and  have  been  printed 
by  the  Harleian  Society,  Vol.  V.” 

Amongst  the  memorials  in  the  Manor  house 
was  one  of  the  Raynesford-Danvers  match — quar¬ 
terly  Raynesford  and  Wylcotts,  impaling  quarterly 
argent  on  a  bend  gules  three  martletts,  Vt.  See 
(Brancestre)  2  ermine  on  a  bend  azure  (?)  three 
chevrons  or  (Bruley),  3  azure  a  fess  between  three 
swans,  argent  4  on  a  fess  between  three  martletts,  as 
many  mullets  (Pury).” 

From  the  Danvers  family  descends  Sir  Henry 
Danvers,  Kt.,  and  later  Earl  of  Danby,  K.G. 

John  Rainsford  and  Alice  (Danvers)  his  wife, 
had  three  sons  and  three  daughters  ;  a  daughter 
Mary  or  Maria,  became  the  wife  of  Francis  Greville, 
of  Charlton  Kings,  Glos.,  of  the  family  of  the 
Grevilles,  Earls  of  Warwick,  and  another  daughter 
Anna  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  Langston  of 
Thatcham,  Berks. 

The  eldest  son  William,  was  Gentleman  Usher 
and  Groom  of  the  Chamber  to  Henry  VIII,  and  was 
Sheriff  of  Oxon.  in  the  year  1555  ;  was  fourth  in 
descent  at  Great  Tew  Manor,  and  was  living  in 
1557,  the  date  of  his  will.  He  married  Jane,  daughter 
of  John  Osbaldeston  of  Chadlington,  Oxon.,  and  in 
the  early  part  of  the  last  century,  the  Dean  of  York 
and  Bishop  of  London  were  of  this  family. 

Sir  William  Rainsford  and  Jane  (Osbaldeston) 
his  wife  had  one  son  and  heir  Hercules  (living  in 
1590,  who  married  and  had  issue)  ;  they  also  had 
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two  daughters  of  whom  Dorothy  the  younger 
became  the  wife  of  her  cousin  John  Danvers  of 
Culworth,  near  Banbury,  Oxon. 

Dorothy’s  father  is  the  William  Rainsford  who 
with  Anthony  Cope,  Simon  Harcourt,  Walter  Stonor, 
John  Pollard  and  others  (26  Henry  VIII)  was  ordered 
to  inquire  concerning  abbey  lands  in  Oxfordshire 
(Kennett’s  Parochial  Antiquities,  Vol.  II,  P.  412).” 

“  By  his  wife  Dorothy  Rainsford,  John  Danvers 
had  a  family  of  two  sons,  Samuel  and  Daniel,  and 
four  daughters,  Temperance,  Justice,  Prudence  and 
Fortitude.  The  choice  of  such  names  points  to  the 
Puritan  leanings  of  the  family,  and  possibly,  the 
names  reflect  the  varying  moods  of  their  father’s 
life.  His  life  was  but  a  short  one,  for  he  died  in 
August,  1556,  at  the  age  of  32,  leaving  his  children 
in  the  care  of  their  mother  and  her  father  Sir  William 
Rainsford,  who  seems  to  have  had  a  house  at 
Culworth . 

Born  in  the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  Henry 
VIII,  and  dying  the  year  that  Cranmer  was  burnt, 
and  Cardinal  Pole  was  consecrated  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  John  Danvers  in  his  short  life  witnessed 
two  social  and  religious  revolutions,  and  probably  in 
his  later  days  had  much  need  of  prudence  and 
fortitude.” 

As  overseers  to  his  will  he  appoints  his  father- 
in-law,  Sir  William  Rainsford  ;  his  cousin,  Sir 
Walter  Hungerford,  being  the  son  of  his  Aunt  Susan 
Danvers  and  Lord  Walter  Hungerford  ;  and  Sir 
Richard  Fenys  (or  Fiennes)  who  was  also  his  first 
cousin  ;  being  the  son  of  Edward  Fenys  and  Mar¬ 
garet  Danvers. 
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“  The  will  was  proved  on  August  7th,  1556 
(Kitchen  II,  1556,  Somerset  House)  by  Sir  William 
Rainsford  acting  for  his  daughter  Dorothy  ;  and 
additional  Charter  38889,  dated  November  12th, 
2  Elizabeth,  with  impression  of  the  great  seal 
attached,  allows  Dorothy,  widow  of  John  Danvers, 
to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  her  husband’s 
will.” 

(Details  of  will  and  this  information  given  in 
“  Memorials  of  the  Danvers  family,  Macnamara.”) 

“  Dorothy  remained  a  widow  for  some  years,  as 
she  still  signs  her  name  Dorothy  Danvers,  as 
a  witness  to  a  deed  in  1568  ;  she  remained  at  Cul- 
worth  and  educated  her  first  husband’s  children  in 
the  Manor  house.  Her  second  husband  was  Sir 
Thomas  Benger  (Berry’s  Kent  Genealogies,  228) 
son  of  Robert  Benger  of  Manningford,  Wilts.  In  a 
deed  dated  Feb.  10th,  1577  (Mems.,  etc.)  Dame 
Dorothy  Benger,  widow  of  Sir  Thomas  Benger  of 
Culworth,  releases  to  her  son  and  heir  Samuel 
Danvers,  her  rights  in  Culworth,  which  she  had 
from  her  former  husband  John  Danvers  ;  and  which 
as  stated  in  his  will,  were  to  be  released  to  their 
son  and  heir,  should  she  marry  again.” 

Sir  William’s  son  Hercules,  succeeded  to  the 
property  almost  concurrently  with  his  cousin 
Hercules  succeeding  to  Clifford  Chambers  Estate. 
He  married  Dorothy  Andrews  of  Mitchell  Tew. 


From  Sir  William’s  brother,  George,  descended 
Sir  Richard  Rainsford  of  Dallington,  Northants;  who 
was  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  England,  1676-9.  A 
chapter  on  this  branch  will  follow  later. 

Edward,  the  sixth  and  last  of  the  name  to  be 
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lord  of  Great  Tew,  married  Dorothy,  only  daughter 
and  heir  of  Robert  Lee,  second  brother  of  Sir 
Henry  Lee,  K.G.,  of  Barnston,  Essex,  afterwards 
Earl  of  Lichfield,  Viscount  Quorndon  and  Baron 
Spilsbury,  1674,  who  entertained  Queen  Elizabeth. 
The  Barons  Leigh,  of  Stoneleigh  Abbey,  are  of  the 
same  family. 


Edward  sold  Tew  Park  in  1610  to  Sir  Laurence 
Tanfield,  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  the  Exchequer.  He 
then  went  to  live  at  ‘  The  Grove/  Sandford,  near 
Great  Tew.  In  his  Will,  dated  1623,  he  mentions 
his  two  elder  sons,  Henry  Lee  R.  and  William  R. 
and  five  other  children.  He  nominates  as  his 
executors  his  son  Edward  and  Sir  William  Pope, 
Bart.  Sir  Henry  Lee  left  his  niece  Dorothy  Rainsford, 
£550,  and  failing  heirs,  the  property  was  to  go  to 
his  great  nephew,  Henry  Lee  Rainsford.  Their 
descendants  are  now  in  Virginia,  U.S.A.  Sir 
Laurence’s  daughter  Elizabeth,  married  Sir  Henry 
Cary,  first  Viscount  Falkland  and  Lord  Deputy  of 
Ireland.  The  Carys  followed  the  Tanfields  at 
Great  Tew  Park  in  1630. 

The  old  Manor  House  was  pulled  down  some 
years  back,  and  its  site  is  now  occupied  by  a  modern 
mansion. 

“  Lucius  Cary,  Second  Lord  Falkland,  who  lived 
at  Tew  Park,  1630-1643,  was  a  person  of  such 
prodigious  parts  of  learning  and  knowledge  and  of 
that  inimitable  sweetness  and  delight  in  conversation 
(according  to  Clarendon),  of  so  flowing  and  obliging 
a  humanity  and  goodness  to  mankind,  and  of  that 
primitive  simplicity  and  integrity  of  life,  that  if  there 
were  no  other  brand  upon  the  odious  and  accursed 
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Civil  War  than  that  single  loss,  it  must  be  most 
infamous  and  execrable  to  all  posterity.” 

From  the  following  it  would  appear  that  King 
Charles  I  visited  Tew  Manor,  June,  1643. 

“  The  King  lay  at  Deddington,  and  from 
Deddington  the  Army  marched,  Tuesday  morning, 
by  where  the  Lord  Viscount  Falkland  had  a  fare 
house  ”  (see  Symond’s  Diary).  The  latter  was 
killed  at  the  Battle  of  Newbury,  and  his  burial 
took  place  at  Great  Tew,  September  23rd,  1643. 

No  monument  appears  to  have  been  erected, 
and  the  position  of  the  grave  is  not  known,  but  in 
recent  years  a  memorial  tablet  has  been  set  up  to  his 
memory,  by  the  Boulton  family,  now  at  the  Manor  . 
House. 

‘  O  England  ! — model  to  thy  inward  greatness, 

Like  little  body,  with  a  mighty  heart, — 

What  might ’st  thou  do,  that  honour  would  thee  do, 

Were  all  thy  children  kind  and  natural  !  ” 

King  Henry  V. 


“  O  now  for  ever 

Farewell  the  plumed  droop  and  the  big  wars 
That  make  ambition  virtue  !  O  farewell  ! 

Farewell  the  neighing  steed,  and  the  shrill  trump, 

The  spirit-stirring  drum,  the  ear-splitting  fife, 

The  Royal  banner,  and  all  quality, 

Pride,  pomp,  and  circumstance  of  glorious  war  ! 

And  Oh  !  you  mortal  engines,  whose  rude  throats 
The  immortal  Jove’s  dread  clamours  counterfeit. 

Farewell  ! 

Othello. 

Francis,  living  1698,  second  son  of  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Raynsford  (p.  202,  Will  July  18th 
1679)  married  Lucy,  dau.  of  Sir  Robert  Atkyns, 
Chief  Baron  of  the  Exchequer,  buried  in  St.  Paul’s 
Cathedral.  His  last  wish  “  to  be  buried  next  my 
good  friend  Viscountess  Falkland.” 


CHAPTER  V. 


The  Rainsfords  of  Clifford  Chambers, 
Gloucestershire  . 

Articles  in  “  Country  Life  ”  describing  Clifford 
Chambers  under  dates  of  August  4th  and  11th,  1928, 
state  as  follows  : — 

“  What  happened  to  the  Grange  of  the  Monks  of 
Gloucester  in  the  Tudors’  time  is  something  of  a 
mystery.  Till  the  Reformation  the  Manor  of  Clifford 
Chambers,  lying  about  a  mile  from  Stratford-on- 
Avon,  had,  as  its  name  implies,  been  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Abbot  of  Gloucester’s  Chamberlain, 
and  the  timbered  south  wing,  since  rebuilt  by  Sir 
Edwin  Lutyens,  represents  the  Chamberlain’s 
Grange. 

Its  position  geographically,  is  rather  deceptive, 
as,  although  it  is  close  to  Stratford-on-Avon,  it  is 
on  the  extreme  edge  of  the  County  of  Gloucester¬ 
shire,  and  all  its  historical  associations  are  with 
Gloucester.  Britric,  son  of  Algar,  Thane  of  Glouces¬ 
ter  owned  it. 

In  1526,  the  property  was  leased  by  the  Abbot 
of  Gloucester  to  William  Rainsford,  younger  brother 
of  John,  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Great  Tew,  and  son 
of  William  Reyneforde,  late  Lord  of  Great  Tew,  for 
sixty-one  years,  at  £16  per  annum.  In  1537,  the 
lease  was  renewed  by  the  Abbot  to  William  Rains¬ 
ford  for  eighty  years  at  £17  per  annum,  and  in  1538, 
the  same  Abbot,  ignoring  the  previous  lease,  let  it 
to  Sir  John  Russell  of  Strensham  Court,  Co.  Worcs., 
and  Jerome  Coke  for  £35  per  annum. 
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Coke  married  a  daughter  of  William  Rainsford, 
so  that  this  curious  kind  of  auction  for  the  possession 
of  the  property  may  have  been  a  friendly  arrange¬ 
ment  on  the  part  of  the  residents  of  Clifford  to  help 
their  landlord  during  the  troublous  days  of  the 
Reformation.”  (See  articles  “  Country  Life,  Aug. 
4  and  11,  1928.) 

William  Rainsford  of  the  Manor  of  Clifford 
Chambers,  married  Joan  Aldersford,  daughter  of 
Walter  Aldersford,  of  Knightwick,  Co.  Worcs. 
Her  will  is  dated  1541,  in  which  she  refers  to  her  sons, 
Charles  and  John.  From  Charles  descend  the  Rains- 
fords  of  Clifford  Chambers  and  Bodenham,  Co. 
Hereford,  and  from  the  younger  son,  John,  the 
Rainsfords  of  Suckley,  Co.  Worcs.,  Broad  Camp- 
den,  Ebrington,  Winchcomb,  Shurdington,  and 
Gup’s  Hill,  Tewkesbury;  and  from  Gup’s  Hill,  the 
Rainsfords  of  South  Carolina,  U.S.A.,  and  Australia. 

Her  will  is  as  follows  : — 

(Proved  15th  March,  1543,  at  Gloucester). 

1541.  “  I,  Joan  Ransford,  widow,  in  the  thirty 

second  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord, 
King  Henry  VIII,  late  wife  unto  William  Ransford 
departed — bequeath  my  soul  to  Almighty  God,  our 
Blessed  Lady,  and  to  all  the  Holy  Company  of 
Heaven,  and  my  body  to  be  buried  in  the  churchyard 
at  Clifford,  or  in  the  Chancel. 

Item  I  bequeath  to  the  Mother  Church  of 
Worcester  8d.  Item  I  bequeath  to  the  High  Altar 
of  the  Church  at  Cliffords  4d.  Item  to  the  Church 
3/4.  I  bequeath  to  Elizabeth  Wynsmore,  my  best 
gown,  one  excepted,  a  gyrdy  11  of  tawny  worsted,  and 
a  whey  of  barley  and  10  sheep,  the  which  I  will  to 
be  delivered  at  Holyrood  day  be  Michaelmas  on  the 
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month  next  after  the  date  hereof.  I  bequeath  to 
Elnor  20/-  (this  last  figure  was  indistinct  and  may 
mean  ^20).  The  said  Elnor  to  be  kept  at  Clifford 
4  years  after  Michaelmas  next  ensuing  the  date 
hereof  and  at  the  end  and  term  of  the  4  years  I  will 
it  that  my  son-in-law  Isra  Coke  shall  have  the 
custody  of  the  said  Elnor  and  the  said  20/-  to  remain 
in  his  hands  until  she  be  18  years  of  age.  I  also 
bequeath  to  the  said  Elnor  my  best  gowne  and  best 
kyrtell.  Then  I  bequeath  to  Alice  4d.  Then  I  be¬ 
queath  Thomas  Wynsmore  one  cowe.  Then  I  be¬ 
queath  to  Thomas  Bayley  one  cowe.  I  bequeath  to  my 
son  Charles,  3  sheep  and  all  the  rest  of  my  sheep  to  my 
son  John  and  Joys,  and  all  the  rest  of  my  goods,  both 
moveable  and  unmoveable,  to  Charles,  whom  I  make 
my  whole  and  full  executor.  Also  I  will  that  my  son- 
in-law  Gherham  Coke  shall  have  the  (?)  and  occupy¬ 
ing  of  my  farm  at  Clifford  for  the  space  of  4  years  next 
and  immediately  following  the  date  hereof  from  the 
feast  of  Saint  Michael  the  Arch  Angel  next  ensuing 
from  the  helping  and  (?)  of  my  son  Charles  with  all 
such  goods  and  cattels  I  have  left  unto  Charles  by 
this  my  last  will  which  is  known  and  expressed  by 
an  Inventory  thereof,  and  that  my  said  son-in-law 
Gheram  Coke  shall  lease  and  deliver  at  the  end  of 
the  term  of  the  said  4  years  to  my  son  Charles,  the 
farm  with  all  such  goods  and  cattel  as  expressed  in 
the  Inventory  to  these  my  two  sons  :  my  son  John, 
my  son-in-law  I.  Coke  to  be  overseers.” 

Edmund  Rainsford  of  Broad  Campden,  whose 
will  is  dated  May  16th,  1617,  was  brother  of  John  of 
Shurdington,  near  Cheltenham.  There  is  a  con¬ 
siderable  amount  of  circumstantial  evidence  to  show 
that  they  were  the  sons  or  grandsons  of  John  of 
Clifford  Chambers  younger  brother  of  Charles,  lord 
of  that  Manor,  whose  will  is  dated  1578. 


Clifford  Chambers — Entrance  Hai.l. 
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This  John  is  mentioned  in  the  will  of  his  mother, 
Joan,  widow  of  William  Rainsford,  of  Clifford  (1541). 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  the  will  of  Ed¬ 
mund  Rainsford  of  Broad  Campden,  who  died  at 
Broad  Campden,  1618. 

In  the  Name  of  God,  Amen,  the  28th  day  of 
May,  in  the  16th  year  of  the  reign  of  Our  Sovereign 
Lord  James  of  England,  France,  Ireland  and  Scot¬ 
land,  the  50th  Kinge,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  God,  1617. 

I,  Edmonde  Rainsforde,  of  Broad  Campden, 
Glos.,  in  the  County  and  Diocese  of  Glos.,  Tailor 
(probably  a  member  of  that  Guild);  being  weake  in 
bodie,  but  of  good  and  perfect  memory  (thanks  be 
given  to  God  for  the  same)  to  ordain  and  make  this, 
my  last  Will  and  Testament,  in  manner  and  form 
following  : — 

First,  I  commit  my  soul  into  the  hands  of 
Almighty  God,  my  Creator,  by  Whose  mercy  I 
trust  assuredly  to  be  saved,  through  the  merits  of 
Jesus  Christ,  His  only  Son,  my  only  Saviour  and 
Redeemer.  And  as  concerning  my  body,  even  with 
a  good  will  and  free  heart,  I  give  it  over,  committing 
it  unto  the  earth,  whence  it  came,  nothing  doubting 
but  that  according  to  the  article  of  our  Faith  of  the 
great  day  of  the  Eternal  Resurrection,  when  we 
shall  all  appear  before  the  judgement  seat  of  Christ, 
I  shall  receive  it  again,  by  the  mighty  power  of  God, 
wherewith  He  is  able  to  subdue  all  things  unto 
Himself,  and  as  to  my  worldly  goods  I  give  and 
bequeath  as  followeth,”  etc. 

In  1539,  the  Abbey  of  Gloucester  was  dissolved 
and  its  manor  of  Clifford  passed  into  the  possession 
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of  the  Crown  ;  to  which  Sir  John  Russell  and 
Jerome  Coke  thenceforward  paid  the  rent  till  1562. 
In  that  year  Charles  Rainsford  purchased  the  Manor 
from  the  Crown  for  £1,260,  and  in  1610,  Sir  Edward 
Greville  of  Milcote,  Co.  Warwick,  sold  the  advowson 
of  Clifford  to  his  successor,  Sir  Henry  Rainsford. 

Charles  married  Joyce,  as  his  first  wife,  daughter 
of  John  Morgan,  of  Comberton,  Co.  Worcs.,  of  the 
ancient  Welsh  family  of  Morgan  of  Tredegar.  His 
Will  is  dated  April  26th,  1578.  Extracts  are  as 
follows  : — 

“  In  the  Name  of  God,  Amen.  I  Charles 
Raynsforde  of  Clifford,  Co.  Glos.,  Esquier,  being 
sicke. — To  be  buried  in  the  Chauncell  of  the  parish 
church — (Bequests  to  church  and  poor) — Whereas 
I  have  passed  my  lease  of  Clyfforde  Manor  House, 
etc.,  granted  to  one  Sir  John  Russell,  Kt.,  by  William, 
late  Abbot  of  St.  Peter’s  Gloucester,  dated  10th 
October,  30  Henry  VIII,  and  assigned  to  me  by  Sir 
Thomas  Russell,  etc.,  to  one  John  Alderford  of 
Pixam,  Worcs.,  gent,  in  trust  to  the  uses  of  this  my 
Will.  Fraunces,  now  my  wife  her  joyncture.  He  also 
mentions  Charles  Mellerye  (Mallory). — Conveyances 
to  my  son  Anthonye  Rainsforde.  Agreement 
with  Sir  John  Throckmorton,  Kt.,  to  bestow 
£500,  and  £100  in  goods  upon  my  wife  Fraunces. 
My  goods  at  Tanworthe — Alisburie,  land  to  John 
Fullwood  my  sonne  in  law.  Goods  to  be  divided 
between  my  wife  and  son  Anthony.  Tithe  of 
Wylmcote  in  Aston  Cawntlowe,  I  hold  by  lease  from 
Mr.  Henry  Browne,  etc.,  etc.  To  my  son  Morgane 
Raynsforde  £200,  one  year  next  before  the  experi- 
mente  of  the  prentisshippe  of  the  said  Morgane. 
To  Anthony  my  son  the  patronage  of  Clifford, 
advowson,  etc. 
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My  son,  Hercules  Raynesforde,  holds  of  the 
Earl  of  Derby  a  ferme  in  the  lordship  of  Wytcheford, 
Warwick,  etc.,  etc.  The  residue  to  Fraunces  my  wife 
and  Anthonie  my  son  executors. 

My  friends  and  kinsmen  Raulfe  Sheldon  of 
Beoleye,  Co.  Wigorn  (Worcs  ),  Esq.,  Hercules  Rains- 
ford  my  loving  cossenne  of  Mitchell  Tew,  Co.  Oxe- 
ford,  Esquier;  John  Aldresforde  of — Co.  Worcs;  and 
John  Fullwood  my  sonne-in-lawe  of  Tanworthe, 
Gentleman,  Co.  Warwick,  to  be  my  overseers.” 

Proved  at  London,  10th  May,  1581.  (4  pp.  in 
Register). 

A  tradition  survives  that  there  was  a  religious 
and  civil  quarrel  in  the  family,  which  is  confirmed 
in  a  deed  dated  May  31st,  1568,  by  which  Charles 
Rainsford  transferred  his  estate  to  Trustees,  with 
annual  payments  to  himself  and  his  eldest  son 
Thomas,  and  the  remainder  to  go  to  his  second  son, 
Hercules.  The  church  contains  a  fine  brass  to  this 
Hercules  and  his  wife,  over  the  head  of  which  is  an 
elaborate  shield  of  Arms  of  15  quarterings  surmount¬ 
ed  by  a  crest — a  Stag’s  head  over  which  is  an  esquire’s 
helmet. 

Hercules  Rainsford  whose  administration  is 
dated  1614,  May  31,  was  the  younger  son  of  Hercules 
of  Clifford  Chambers,  who  died  intestate  in  1583. 
He  figures  on  his  father’s  brass,  which  is  in  the  church 
at  Clifford. 

At  Worcester,  the  last  day  of  May,  1614,  ad¬ 
ministration  of  the  goods,  etc.,  of  Hercules  Rainsford, 
late  of  Elmley  Castle,  Co.  Worcs.,  deceased,  was 
granted  to  Mrs.  Katherine  Rainsford,  widow,  Relict 
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of  the  deceased.  Bond  by  Mrs.  K.  Rainsford  of 
Elmley  Castle,  widow  and  Anthony  Johnsons  of 
Sedgberrow,  in  the  same  County,  husbandman. 

(No  Inventory). 

Hercules  (1)  was  baptized  at  Clifford,  December 
3rd,  1544,  and  died  August  2nd,  1583.  He  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Robert  Parry,  descended  from 
Tudor  Trevor,  Lord  of  Hereford,  founder  of  the 
Tribe  of  the  Marches  (See  Royal  House  of  Tudor, 
also  brasses  in  Clifford  Chambers  Church). 

Their  son,  Sir  Henry  of  Clifford,  was  knighted 
at  the  Coronation  of  James  I.,  1603.  He  died  January 
26th,  1631,  aged  sixty-one,  and  is  buried  at  Clifford 
where  a  monument  has  been  placed  to  the  memory 
of  Sir  Henry  and  his  wife.  He  married  Anne, 
daughter  and  co-heiress  of  Sir  Henry  Goodere,  of 
Pooley  Hall,  Polesworth,  North  Warwickshire. 
Anne  was  born  at  Much  Park,  Coventry.  Allusions 
to  this  marriage  are  made  elsewhere.  The  family 
attained  importance  in  the  County,  and  scarcely 
found  the  old  monastic  grange  adequate  for  their 
needs. 

Another  fine  Brass  in  Clifford  Church  is  one  of 
Elizabeth,  Sir  Henry’s  sister,  and  daughter  of 
Hercules  Rainsford  of  Clifford,  holding  an  infant. 
She  married  Edward  Marrowe,  son  and  heir  of 
Samuel  Marrowe,  of  Berkeswell,  Warwickshire,  Esq. 
Elizabeth  died  the  29th  October,  1601. 

Sir  Philip  Sydney  and  Ben  Johnson  are  said 
to  have  frequently  visited  Clifford  Chambers  Manor ; 
also  Michael  Drayton,  the  poet,  and  Shakespeare. 
Drayton  was  at  a  very  early  age  in  the  service  of  the 
Gooderes,  and  became  very  attached  to  the  family, 


H ernldry. — Over  the  head  of  Hercules  Raynsford  is  an 
elaborate  shield  (130),  the  crest,  a  stag's  head,  surmounts  an 
esquire's  helmet,  from  which  depends  an  elegant  mantling.:' 

the  shield  is  blazoned  by  Bigland 

1,  Argent  across 
sable  for  Raynsford, 
2>  Azure*  an  eagle, 
displayed  argent 
gorged  with  a  coro¬ 
net  and  beaked  and 
membred  or,  for 
Wylcotts  of  Wyb 
colts.  3.  Azure  an' 
eagle  displayed  ar¬ 
gent,  beaked  and 
membered  or,  for 
Wylly coles  of  Qt. 
co.  Oxon,  4, 
011  a  chief  ar¬ 
gent  three  lozenges, 
gules  Mdiins.  5. 
Argent  an  eagle  #s- 

6*  Azure  a  chevron  ermine  between  three  bucks  trippant 
or,  for  Greene,  7,  Argent  a  chief  indented  azure,  for  GlanviU. 
8.  Per  Pale  or,  and  azure  a  chevron  ermine,  for  Lions.  9. 
Gules  on  a  chevron  argent  a  cinquefoil  between  three  garbs 
or,  for  Scocathe,  10.  Argent  a  chevron  between  three  cinque¬ 
foils  gules,  for  Wakestcd.  11,  Argent  a  chevron  engrailed 
between  three  escallops  sable,  for  Arderburgh^ot  A rder bought. 
12.  Vaire  argent  and  gules  on  a  bend  sable  three  boars*  heads 
erased  or,  for  Pur  sc  ell.  13.  Or,  three  bears1  heads  erased 
sable  ^muzzled  of  the  first,  for  Berwicke.  14.  Argent  three 
bendlets  azure  on  a  canton  sable  a  lion  passant  or,  for  ShersaL 
15,  Or,  three  chevronelis  braced  in  base  sable  on  chief  gules, 
three  plates,  for  Pratfall.  •  „ 


Fig,  130,  Arms. 


Clifford  Chambers* 


Given  in  the  Oxfordshire  and  Warwickshire  Visitations. 
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especially  to  Sir  Henry’s  younger  daughter,  Anne, 
afterwards  Lady  Anne  Rainsford,  of  Clifford.  He 
describes  himself  as  “  a  proper  goodly  page,  much 
like  a  pigmy,  scarce  ten  years  of  age.” 

We  shall  read  more  of  Drayton  in  connection 
with  Shakespeare. 

Sir  Henry  Goodere  married  Frances,  daughter 
of  Henry  Lowther,  and  sister  of  Sir  Richard  Lowther, 
who  took  part  in  the  Rising  of  the  North,  1570. 
Their  elder  daughter,  Frances,  married  her  cousin, 
Henry  Goodere  the  younger,  and  lived  at  Polesworth. 
The  place  possessed  an  ancient  and  ruined  Priory, 
a  hunting  squire,  and  deer  which  roamed  in  vast 
stretches  of  forest  land.  It  is  Lady  Anne  the 
younger  daughter  who  is  Drayton’s  “  Idea  ”  in  his 
sonnet. 

Sir  Henry  of  Clifford  was  also  licensed  to  enclose 
a  park  and  preserve  game  in  1616. 

Drayton,  writing  to  his  friend,  William  Drum¬ 
mond,  from  Clifford  in  1631,  a  few  months  before  his 
death,  says  “  I  am  stopping  at  a  knight’s  house  in 
Gloucestershire,  to  which  place  I  yearly  used  to  come 
in  the  summer  time,  to  recreate  myself  and  to  spend 
two  or  three  months  in  the  country.” 

Ben  Johnson  and  Michael  Drayton  both  made 
contributions,  in  1636,  to  a  book  entitled  “  Celebra¬ 
tion  of  Captain  Robert  Dover’s  Cotswold  Games,” 
but  the  book  is  now  very  scarce.  (See  Notes  and 
Queries,  p.  448,  June,  1930). 

Lady  Anne  Rainsford  lived  in  troublous  times  ; 
her  father  being  imprisoned  in  the  Tower  for 
treason,  as  was  later  her  grandson. 
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The  issue  of  the  marriage  between  the  first  Sir 
Henry  Rainsford,  of  Clifford,  and  Anne,  nee  Goodere 
was  (1)  William,  ob.  s.p. 

(2) .  Henry,  who  became  the  second  Sir  Henry 
of  Clifford  and  inherited  the  estates.  He  was  kinghted 
at  Tutbury,  1624,  was  M.P.  for  Andover,  Hants, 
and  had  property  at  Combe,  South  Hants.  He 
married  Eleanor,  daughter  and  co-heiress  of  Robert 
Boswell  Combe,  South  Hants,  ob.  1640. 

(3)  Captain  Sir  Francis  Rainsford  of  St.  Martin 
in  the  Fields,  London,  and  of  Clifford  ;  baptized  at 
Clifford,  1601.  He  was  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
Jersey,  1631,  and  knighted  at  Theobalds,  1632. 

Interesting  letters  have  come  to  light  respecting 
this  second  Sir  Henry  Rainsford  of  Clifford  Chambers 
as  they  exhibit  much  sympathetic  feeling.  Francis 
Reed  writes  to  his  cousin,  Robert  Reed,  in  a  letter 
dafed  October  14th,  1640  : — 

“  I  crave  pardon  for  my  last  week’s  omission, 
and  am  hopeful  that  I  shall  obtain  it  when  you  know 
J  was  in  Gloucestershire  at  the  funeral  of  my  dear 
neighbour,  Lady  Rainsford.” 

Another  letter,  dated  October  26th,  1640,  the 
same  to  the  same,  is  as  follows  : — 

“  The  town  of  Andover  has  most  unexpectedly 
bestowed  a  place  on  Sir  Henry  Rainsford  without 
any  thought  or  suit  of  his,  or  aught  I  know,  of  his 
friends.  I  am  very  glad  of  it,  as  it  comes  as  a  healing 
plaster  to  divert  his  grief  (at  the  loss  of  his  wife)  and 
by  this  means,  I  have  one  friend  more  at  the  House.” 

This  Francis  Reed  was  lord  of  the  Manor  of 
Facombe,  South  Hants  ;  the  church  contains  some 
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Brass  in  Clifford  Chambers  Church,  Co.  Glos, 
to  Elizabeth  Marrowe. 

Daughter  of  Hercules  Rainsford  (page  100). 
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handsome  monuments  to  the  Lucys  of  Charlecote 
Park,  Warwickshire. 

Another  letter  in  the  following  year,  gives  us  a 
picture  of  the  sorrow  that  befell  many  of  the  homes 
in  the  dreadful  days  of  the  Plague  and  other  diseases. 
Sir  Bevill  Granville  writes  to  his  wife  : — 

“  There  is  but  little  appearance  of  the  Plague, 
but  the  smallpox  is  very  common  and  more  mortall 
than  usuall.  Fewe  or  none,  escape.  Since  Mr.  Wise, 
his  death,  another  good  member  of  our  ‘House’  called 
Sir  Henry  Rainsford  is  also  dead  thereof,  and  at  least 
a  dozen  more  of  ‘  the  House  ’  since  our  first 
meeting  are  dead  of  several  diseases.” 

Sir  Henry  died  April  10th,  1641. 

Carlyle  says  that  this  Sir  Henry  was  a  Puritan, 
but  he  has  probably  been  confused  with  Myles 
Rainsford,  who  was  M.P.  for  Callington,  Cornwall, 
in  1601. 

The  Clifford  Rainsfords  were  staunch  Royalists, 
but  like  their  kinsman,  Sir  Richard  Rainsford,  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice,  who  was  also  a  member  of  ‘  the 
House  ’  in  the  Convention  Parliament,  and  many 
others,  deemed  it  expedient  to  keep  in  with  the 
‘  powers  that  be,’  though  in  their  hearts  they  despised 
the  Puritans. 

Regarding  the  Second  Sir  Henry’s  younger 
brother,  Captain  Sir  Francis  Rainsford  ;  on  May 
8th,  1627,  there  is  a  certificate  unsigned  that  he  was 
called  from  the  low  countries  to  serve  in  the  expedi¬ 
tion  to  Cadiz,  and  ‘  has  since  been  retained  in  the 
condition  of  a  Captain  here.’  (State  Papers,  Domes¬ 
tic  Series.)  ,  , 
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August  23rd,  1629,  Sir  Francis  Nethersole  re¬ 
commends  to  his  friend  the  enclosed  application 
“  The  ships  which  are  to  take  over  the  writers  and 
other  companions  are  also  to  convey  Captain  Rains¬ 
ford.” 

He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  Henry 
Ewer  of  The  Lea,  Herts.,  and  died  without  issue. 

Administration  of  his  effects  is  granted  to  his 
widow,  Dame  Mary  of  S.  Andrews,  High  Holborn, 
1635. 

Henry  Rainsford,  the  eldest  son  of  the  second 
Sir  Henry  of  Clifford,  succeeded  to  the  property  in 
1641,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  and  soon  after  the  Civil 
Wars  began  he  enlisted  in  the  King’s  Service  ;  he 
is  sometimes  styled  “  Mister  and  sometimes 
‘  Colonel.’  ” 

He  was  captured  in  the  operations  around 
Oxford,  but  escaped.  He  compounded  for  his 
estates,  but  in  1646,  was  fined  £900  for  delinquency 
and  had  to  pay  several  heavy  fines  which  he  could 
only  meet  by  selling  Clifford,  and  that  brought  him 
in  £4,450.  Job  Dighton  was  guardian  of  this  last 
Henry  of  Clifford  ;  he  was  also  guardian  of  Shake¬ 
speare’s  grand-daughter,  Elizabeth  Hall. 

The  following  notes  are  taken  from  the  Council 
of  State  Day’s  Proceeding  under  the  Common¬ 
wealth  : — 

“  1652,  March  16th,  Mr.  Rainsford,  prisoner  in 
the  gatehouse,  to  be  discharged  in  bond  £1,000,  with 
the  sureties  of  £500,  each  in  the  usual  terms.” 

“  1652,  May  12th,  Colonel  Rainsford,  prisoner 
in  the  gatehouse,  to  be  sent  to  the  Tower  for  treason 
against  the  Commonwealth,  and  upon  his  removal 
there  to  have  the  liberty  of  the  Tower,!’ 
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We  gather  from  these  letters  he  had  been  at  the 
gatehouse  from  December,  1649.  Previously  to  that, 
following  in  the  steps  of  the  long  line  of  his  courtier 
ancestors,  he  had  been  Yeoman  Porter  to  the  Duke 
of  York,  afterwards  James  II.  He  worthily  carried 
out  the  motto  of  the  Royalist  line  of  his  House  which 
was  “  Toutzjours  Loyall  ;  ”  while  the  motto  of  the 
Puritan  branch  was  “  Spera  in  Deo  ;  ”  and  that  of 
their  Wilcote  ancestors  as  inscribed  on  the  brasses 
to  their  memory,  “  In  one  is  all.” 

He  had  previously  leased  Clifford  to  Mr.  Job 
Dighton  for  99  years,  and  in  1648,  was  included  in  a 
list  of  delinquents  who  had  not  paid  their  fines,  “  and 
have  no  estate  yet  discovered.”  By  February,  1650, 
he  had  paid  the  fine,  but  only  by  selling  the  property 
to  Dighton. 

Like  many  another  cavalier  he  left  the  country 
in  whose  service  he  had  ruined  himself,  and  died  a 
bachelor  in  the  East  Indies. 

The  following  facts  of  the  Dighton  family  are 
extracts  from  an  article  by  Christopher  Hussey, 
which  appeared  in  “  Country  Life,”  August  4th  and 
11th,  1928. 

“Job  Dighton  does  not  seem  to  have  been 
strongly  affected  by  either  party  during  the  Civil 
War.  His  burial  by  night  in  1659,  was  probably 
arranged  so  as  to  use  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer, 
at  that  time  forbidden  by  Parliament,  from  which  it 
may  be  inferred  that  the  Dightons  were  loyal  to  their 
Church,  if  not  militantly  to  their  King.  His  eldest 
son,  Job,  died  unmarried  in  1669,  and  was  succeeded 
by  his  brother  Henry,  who  died  in  1686,  He  was 
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followed  by  his  son  Richard,  whom  Sir  John  Atkyns, 
the  historian  of  Gloucestershire,  in  1711,  found 
possessed  “  of  a  pleasant  seat  with  delightful  gardens 
on  the  River  Stour,  and  a  great  estate  in  this  and 
other  parts  of  the  country. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Francis  Dighton  kept  note 
books  which  were  most  amusing,  the  latter  especially. 

Thus,  under  March,  1731,  we  read  : — 

Sammond  and  wine  2s.  8d. 

Pd.  for  a  play  to  read  4d. 

Lissie’s  Shoes  Is.  8d. 


Pd.  for  butter  pertaturs  Is.  Od. 

Pd.  for  wine  savoy  biss  cakes  Is.  3d. 
Partaturs  4d. 

Pd.  for  a  hat  2s.  6d. 

Gave  the  maids  warning  the  18th. 
Green  tea,  spice  Is.  Od. 

Pd.  for  a  yard  of  cambrick. 

For  Mr.  Dightons  bussells  Is.  6d.” 


Her  habit  of  interpolating  sentiments  among 
her  accounts  is  adorable.  Towards  the  end  of  1734, 
we  read  : — 


“  An  opera  and  expenses  .... 
Frankey’s  board  and  schooling  .... 
Paid  for  a  wigge  .... 

How  soon  the  change,  how  awful 
death  appeared, 

Great  God  forgive  if  I  was  not 
prepared,  1734. 

The  musick  being  put  in  tune 


£  s.  d. 

7  0 
6  13  0 
1  10  0 


2  6” 
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Clifford  Chambers  Church  contains  several 
brasses  and  monuments  to  the  Rainsford  family  ; 
and  the  Manor  House  has  always  been  beautifully 
kept  up  ;  the  interior  was  very  badly  damaged  by  fire 
about  fourteen  years  ago,  but  all  has  been  very  artis¬ 
tically  restored  under  the  able  directions  of  Sir  Edwin 
Lutyens,  R.A. 

I  am  gratefully  indebted  to  “  Country  Life  ” 
for  kind  permission  to  reproduce  the  beautiful 
photographs  of  Clifford  Chambers  and  for  certain 
information  of  historic  interest  they  had  obtained 
through  the  kindness  of  Mrs.  Rees  Mogg,  the  present 
owner,  and  also  of  Mr.  Hope  Bagnall. 

In  the  end  of  the  last  century,  and  early  part  of 
the  present  one,  the  place  was  much  frequented  by 
the  novelist,  the  late  Marie  Corelli,  who  was  a  near 
neighbour  and  had  the  most  affectionate  regard  for 
the  old  structure,  and  lovely  old-world  grounds. 

In  correspondence  with  my  cousin,  Alfred 
Ransford,  in  1908,  she  expressed  a  deep  interest  in 
the  Manor  House,  and  referred  to  “  curious  visual 
impressions  on  the  brain,  with  which  eyes  have 
nothing  to  do,  dating  back  to  the  middle  of  the  16th 
century,”  but  as  the  correspondence  is  marked 
“  private,”  we  must  refrain  from  saying  more. 

The  descendants  of  these  Clifford  Chambers 
Rainsfords  will  be  referred  to  in  a  later  chapter  as 
the  Rainsfords  of  the  Tower  of  London  and  Scotland 
(Chap.  XII). 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


The  Rainsfords  of  Elmley  Castle, 
Worcestershire. 

In  1539,  a  certain  Edmund  Raynsford  was  Prior 
of  the  Benedictine  Monastery  of  Eynsham,  about 
twelve  miles  south  of  Little  Tew,  founded  in  1005. 
Owing  to  the  dissolution  of  that  monastery  in  January 
1539,  he  was  appointed  Underkeeper,  or  Deputy 
Steward,  with  Sir  William  Savage  as  Head  Keeper, 
of  Elmley  Castle  (a  Royal  Park)  under  Henry  VIII. 

In  1544,  William  Herbert,  who  was  made  a  K.G. 
in  1548,  and  three  years  later  elevated  to  the  Peerage 
as  Lord  Pembroke,  granted  Edmund  “  the  Cottage 
or  Manor  of  Elmley  Castle.”  Lord  Pembroke 
married  Maud  Parr,  sister  of  Catherine  Parr,  the 
sixth  wife  of  Henry  VIII,  who  died  at  Sudeley 
Castle,  and  was  buried  in  the  church  there.  Both 
were  daughters  of  Sir  Thomas  Parr  by  Maud  Green, 
of  Greens  Norton,  Northants. 

The  Rainsfords,  of  Clifford  Chambers,  Glouces¬ 
tershire,  quarter  the  Arms  of  Green. 

It  has  been  rather  difficult  to  trace  this  Edmund. 
At  one  time  it  was  thought  he  belonged  to  the  Tew 
branch,  but  from  certain  papers,  Alfred  Ransford  is 
of  the  strong  opinion  that  he  belonged  to  the  Longdon 
branch,  as  they  were  all  ardent  Catholics. 

He  was  a  kinsman  of  the  Rainsfords,  of  whom 
was  Nicolas  of  Warwick,  who,  when  Queen  Elizabeth 
requested  him  (Nicolas)  to  be  Captain  in  one  of  her 
French  Expeditions  in  1562,  refused,  saying  he  was 
servant  to  Lord  Warwick  (Ambrose  Dudley).  It  was 
frequently  the  custom  in  the  olden  days  for  junior 
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members  of  a  family,  or  those  in  subordinate  posi¬ 
tions,  to  be  attendants  or  servants  to  those  above 
them  in  rank.  Edmund  died  in  1558,  and  nominated 
Mistress  Ann  Savage  and  Harry  Langston,  as  over¬ 
seers  of  his  Will,  dated  December  2nd,  1558  ;  he 
leaves  an  only  son,  John,  buried  at  Sedgeberrow, 
April  7th,  1609. 

A  branch  of  the  Langstons  lived  at  Sedgberrow, 
Worcs.,  and  Anna,  the  sister  of  Mary  Rainsford,  who 
married  Francis  Greville,  was  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Langston,  of  Thatcham,  Berks.  They  were  the 
daughters  of  John  Rainsford  and  Alice  [Danvers]  of 
Great  Tew  (see  Chap.  IV.)  Ann  Savage  was 
the  wife  of  Francis  Savage,  of  Elmley  Castle,  and 
daughter  of  William  Sheldon  of  Beoley,  Worcs. 

Francis’ father,  Sir  John  Savage,  the  younger,  had 
a  grant  of  the  Constableship  of  the  Castle  in  1488,  and 
later  he  was  appointed  Constable  and  Keeper,  after 
the  death  of  Sir  William  Compton  (a  favourite  of 
Henry  VIII  of  Compton  Winyates,  Co.  Warwick 
from  whom  the  Earls  of  Northampton)  who  had 
married  Wilburga,  widow  of  Francis  Cheney,  and 
eldest  daughter  of  John  Brereton,  who  about  the 
year  1530  was  Under  keeper  of  the  said  park. 

Elmley  Castle  Church  contains  sumptuous  mon¬ 
uments  to  the  Savage  family.  Some  of  the  members 
were  living  at  Kineton,  near  Warwick,  in  1520,  and 
other  members  married  with  the  Ashfields  of  Hey- 
throp  Park,  adjoining  Great  Tew  Park.  They  were 
descended  from  the  Savages  of  Rock  Savage, 
Cheshire,  as  were  also  the  Breretons  of  Brereton  and 
Malpas,  in  the  same  County,  therefore  neighbours 
of  the  Chester  Rainsfords;  these  Chester  Rainsfords 
deriving  from  the  common  ancestors,  the  Rainsfords 
of  Rainford,  Lancs. 
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Richard  Rainsford,  the  Sheriff  of  Chester, 
received  a  pardon  in  1456,  and  was  Mayor  of  that 
City  in  1465.  In  1496,  his  relative,  Henry  Rainsford, 
was  presented  to  a  Prebend  in  the  Collegiate  Church 
of  the  Holy  Cross. 

Abstract  of  his  Will  is  as  follows  : — 

“  May  14th,  1505. 

Rainsford.  In  the  Principal  Probate  Registry, 

London, 

P.C.C.  14  Adeane. 

A.D.  1505,  May  14. 

The  Will  of  Henry  Rayneforde,  Priest. 

“  In  the  Name  of  God,  Amen.  I,  Henry  Rayne¬ 
forde,  Priest,  make  this  my  last  Will  in  form  as 
followeth.  My  body  to  be  buried  in  the  College 
Church  of  St.John  (Chester).  I  will  that  Sir  Hugh 
Raynforde,  preste,  have  my  black  furred  gowne  and 
hood.  I  will  that  John  Bryne  have  something  of  • 
value  at  the  discretion  of  my  executors  and  that 
Agnes  Wyrwyn  have  a  pair  of  shetys,  etc.  Item  to 
Thomas  Hawardyn  my  horse.  Item  to  Sir  Richard 
Chereman,  sermons.  Item  to  my  cousyn  Elizabeth 
at  the  Nonnys  (in  Chester)  a  piece  of  silver,  etc., 
and  a  side  gown  of  tawny,  which  I  had  at  Crowland, 
these  goods  to  remain  with  Sir  Richard  Comyn  till 
her  marriage.  I  will  that  my  cousin  William  have  a 
flock  bed,  etc.,  and  that  my  servant  William  Light- 
wode  have  my  doublet,  etc.  I  will  that  Elyn  have 
three  spoons  of  silver,  etc.,  and  Sir  Harry  Bullyng 
have  a  side  gown  of  tawny.  I  will  that  Fryer  Thomas 
Haydon  have  my  great  spoon  and  my  cousin  William 
Huxley  have  my  cloke.  I  owe  unto  Sir  Richard 
Banham(?)  of  Suffolk,  beside  Walsingham,  Vs  which 
I  borrowed  of  him  when  I  was  in  Rome.  The  residue 
of  my  goods  I  leave  to  the  disposal  of  my  executors 


122  THE  RAINSFORDS  OF  ELMLEY  CASTLE,  WORCS. 


for  the  wealth  of  my  soul.  I  make  my  friend  Sir 
Richard  Comyn  and  Thomas  Hawardyn  Executors, 
and  my  Lord  William  Bishop  of  Lincoln  and 
Master  Robert  Frost,  overseers.  (No  witnesses 
named).  Will  proved  at  Lamehith  (Lambeth)  13th 
November,  1506.  by  Thos.  Ostrich  Proctor.” 

Edmund  Rainsford,  who  died  1559,  was  a  near 
kinsman  of  Paul  Rainsford,  who  in  Chancery 
Proceedings  is  described  as  of  Brockhampton,  Glos. 
(near  Sudeley)  and  of  Netherton,  Worcs.,  about  one 
mile  from  Elmley  Castle.  He  appears  to  have  been 
Receiver  of  the  Lancaster  Duchy  lands  for  Queen 
Elizabeth.  He  married  Frances,  daughter  of 
George  Willoughby,  Esq.,  of  Netherton,  who  died 
in  1550.  Her  sister,  Marie,  married  John  Russell  of 
Strensham  Court,  whose  kinsman,  Sir  John  Russell, 
had  with  Jerome  Coke,  son-in-law  of  William  Rains¬ 
ford,  of  Clifford  Chambers,  who  died  about  1540,  a 
grant  of  that  Manor  in  1537/8,  for  ninety-nine  years. 

Paul  Rainsford  was  defendant  to  the  bill  of 
Alice  Ashfield,  complainant,  re  the  Manor  of  Broky- 
ton  (Brockhampton)  ;  Alice  Ashfield  was  of  Barford 
Mitchell,  Oxon.,  widow  of  Anthony  Ashfield,  of  the 
family  of  Ashfield,  of  Heythrop  Park,  previously 
alluded  to  as  adjoining  Great  Tew.  (Chancery 
Proceedings,  11.6.85.  Ashfield  versus  Rainsford, 
1558-79). 

While  Paul  was  living  at  Netherton,  Queen 
Elizabeth  visited  the  Savages  at  Elmley  Castle  on  her 
way  to  Winchcomb,  she  being  escorted  by  Ambrose, 
Earl  of  Warwick  ;  Robert,  Earl  of  Leicester  ;  Dr. 
Cheney,  Bishop  of  Gloucester  and  others. 

A  branch  of  the  Cheneys  lived  at  Cheney  Court, 
Bishop’s  Frome,  near  Suckley,  Worcs.,  formerly  one 
of  the  most  interesting  mansions  in  the  County. 
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Paul  Rainsford,  later  went  to  reside  in  West¬ 
minster,  and  in  St.  Margaret’s  Church  are  records 
of  his  death  and  of  several  of  his  children. 

About  the  time  Paul  was  living  at  Netherton, 
near  Elmley  Castle,  Hercules  Rainsford,  the  younger 
son  of  Hercules  Rainsford  of  Clifford,  was  living  at 
Elmley,  and  died  there,  1614.  (Registered  in  church 
records,  1624,  erroneously). 

Paul  had  a  brother,  or  cousin,  William,  living  at 
Broadway,  about  1566,  who  was  the  father  of  William 
Raynesford,  shepherd  of  Winchcomb  (or  as  we 
should  say  to-day,  stock  breeder  or  flock  master). 
His  Will,  dated  May  12th,  1605,  mentions  his  little 
nephew,  Richard  Raynesford,  who  later  married 
Alice  Febree,  or  Fereby.  The  Free  Grammar 
School  of  Chipping  Campden  was  founded  and 
endowed,  in  1487,  by  John  Fereby,  with  a  moiety  of 
the  Manor  of  Lynham,  Oxon.  Sir  Henry  Rainsford, 
of  Clifford  Chambers,  Glos.,  was  elected  a  trustee  of 
Campden  Grammar  School  in  1630,  in  the  place  of 
Lord  Campden,  deceased. 

At  this  time,  and  earlier,  the  Gloucestershire 
wool  merchants,  clothiers,  tailors  and  shepherds,  or 
flock  masters,  had  a  great  reputation.  Campden,  in 
the  fourteenth  century,  became  noted  as  a  staple 
town  for  wool  from  the  Cotswold  sheep,  and  was  the 
residence  of  many  opulent  merchants  and  wool 
staplers,  who  exported  a  great  quantity  of  that 
article  to  Flanders  ;  Queen  Elizabeth  herself,  not 
disdaining  to  engage  in  the  wool  trade.  These  wool 
merchants  did  very  much  to  beautify  the  old  churches 
on  the  Cotswolds  which  the  tourist  would  be  well 
repaid  to  visit,  but  space  will  not  permit  of  the  sub¬ 
ject  being  dealt  with  here. 
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Chipping  Campden  Church  contains  a  hand¬ 
some  brass  to  “  William  Greville,  wool  merchant,” 
who  re-built  the  church  and  lent  to  King  Richard  II, 
two  hundred  marks  to  be  repaid  in  1398.  Greville 
purchased  in  the  same  year  the  Manor  of  Milcote 
from  Sir  Walter  Beauchamp,  Kt.,  and  from  him  the 
Grevilles,  Earls  of  Warwick,  descend.  On  his  brass 
he  is  described  as  the  flower  of  the  wool  merchants 
of  all  England. 

The  Grevilles  and  the  Rainsfords  were  closely 
connected  by  marriage.  Mary  Rainsford,  daughter  of 
John  Rainsford,  of  Great  Tew,  by  Alice,  daughter  of 
Sir  William  Danvers,  married  Francis  Greville  of 
Arle  Court,  Charlton  Kings,  Glos.,  and  Frances 
Willoughby,  who  married  Paul  Rainsford  of  Nether- 
ton,  near  Elmley  Castle,  Worcs.,  and  also  of  Brock- 
hampton,  Glos.,  was  a  kinswoman  of  Elizabeth  Will¬ 
oughby,  the  wife  of  Sir  Fulk  Greville,  first  Lord 
Brooke,  Elizabeth  Willoughby,  then  the  richest 
heiress  in  England,  maternally  descended  from 
Sir  Edmund  Cheney,  of  Brooke,  Co.  Wilts.,  was 
the  ward  of  Sir  Fulk’s  father,  Sir  Edward  Greville 
of  Milcote  Castle,  about  a  mile  from  Stratford-on- 
Avon,  and  through  her  a  branch  of  the  Grevilles 
(Lords  Brooke  and  Earls  of  Warwick),  and  the 
Greville  Verneys  (Lords  Willoughby  de  Broke  of 
Compton  Verney,  near  Kineton,  Co.  Warwick)  are 
descended. 

The  Tew  and  Clifford  Rainsfords  also  descended 
from  the  family  of  Cheney.  As  we  have  seen, 
Henry  Rainsford  of  Rainsford,  Lancs.,  married 
Elizabeth  Wilcotes,  daughter  and  co-heir  of  John 
Wilcotes  by  his  second  wife,  Elizabeth  Cheney. 

Sir  Thomas  Cheney  of  Toddington,  near  Woburn 
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Abbey,  Beds.,  married  for  his  second  wife,  Anne, 
daughter  and  heiress  of  John  Broughton  by  Ann  Sap- 
cote  ;  and  they  had  a  son,  Henry  Cheney,  of 
Toddington,  who  married  Joan,  daughter  of  Thomas, 
Lord  Wentworth  of  Nettlestead,  Kent. 

Ann  Sapcote  married  for  her  second  husband, 
Sir  John  Russell,  First  Earl  of  Bedford,  who  died 
1558/9.  She  was  descended  from  the  Sapcotes  of 
Sapcote,  Co.  Leicester,  a  branch  of  the  Bassetts, 
Lords  of  that  Manor. 

Nettlestead  came  into  the  possession  of  Sir 
John  Rainsford  (2)  of  Bradfield  Hall,  Essex,  who  died 
1559,  and  married  for  his  first  wife,  Elizabeth 
Knevitt,  daughter  of  Edward  Knevitt  of  Castlelynes 
Manor,  Groton,  Suffolk  ;  and  secondly,  Winifred, 
daughter  and  heiress  of  John  Pympe  of  Pympe  Court, 
Kent,  by  Isabel,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Richard 
Cheney  of  Sheppey,  Essex.  As  already  stated, 
Francis,  2nd  Earl  of  Bedford,  was  this  Second  Sir 
John  Rainsford’s  “  especial  friend  ”  and  overseer  to 
his  Will. 

Humphrey  Rainsford  was  appointed  in  1485, 
to  the  office  of  “Scavage  for  life,  within  the  City  of 
London,  and  the  suburbs,  and  franchise  of  the  same.” 
He  is  probably  a  son  of  Humphrey  Rainsford, 
younger  brother  of  Henry  Rainsford,  lord  of  Great 
Tew,  circa  1440,  who  granted  him  a  small  estate 
in  Tew.  • 

Prerog.  Court  of  Canterbury,  16  Horne. 

“  In  the  Name  of  God,  Amen,  the  xx  day  of 
September,  the  yere  of  oure  Lorde  God, 
mcccclxxxxvii. 
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I  Humfrey  Rayneforde  Gentilman  at  the  making 
of  this  my  present  testament  thanked  be  God  I  was 
in  good  memorie  and  mynde  ;  Furste  I  bequeath  my 
sowle  to  Almighty  God  my  Sauyoure,  and  to  oure 
Blessidfull  Lady  Saynte  Marie  ye  Blessid  Virgyn  and 
to  all  the  holy  company  of  heven,  and  my  bodie  to  be 
buried  at  the  discretion  of  my  executors  whom  I 
make  Elizabeth  Grymstede  and  George  Grymstede 
her  husband,  and  to  them  I  give  all  my  goods  move- 
able  and  unmoveable  where  so  ever  they  be  so  that 
they  pay  my  dette  and  burie  me  honestly. 

In  witness  hereof  Agnes  Borwne  and  Elyn 
Dakyn. 

Proved  23rd  January,  1497/8  by  the  exors. 
named.  (No  place). 

Alfred  Ransford,  writes  under  “  British  Settlers 
in  America,”  in  Notes  and  Queries,  February,  1925, 
the  following  : — 

“There  was,  presumably,  a  descendant  of  Hum¬ 
phrey  Rainsford,  named  Humphrey,  who  was  a 
Groom  of  the  Chamber  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII, 
Edward  VI,  Queens  Mary  and  Elizabeth  ;  and  who 
was  unfortunately  drowned  February,  1604,  when 
going  to  receive  a  gift  at  Court.  (Vide  71,  Book 
of  Oxford,  p.  6).  Pie  was  a  cousin  of  William 
Rainsford,  who,  in  a  grant,  1531,  April,  is  described 
as  a  Steward  of  the  Chamber  and  Gentleman  Usher, 
and  is  mentioned  in  the  Will  of  Henry  VIII,  who 
left  him  a  legacy. 

William’s  brother,  Thomas,  was  in  the  service 
of  Lady  Lisle,  wife  of  Arthur  Plantagenet,  natural 
son  of  Edward  IV  by  Elizabeth  Lucie  ;  he  having 
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married  (1)  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Edmund  Dudley 
and  daughter  of  Edward  Grey  ;  and  secondly, 
Honor  Grenville,  widow  of  Sir  John  Bassett,  who 
died  1528. 

Lady  Lisle  was  one  of  the  five  ladies,  who,  with 
Anne  Boleyn,  danced  with  the  French  King  and  his 
gentlemen  (D.N.B.)  In  a  letter  dated  December  3rd, 
1533,  Sir  Thomas  Elyot,  in  writing  to  Lady  Lisle, 
thanks  her  for  her  goodness  to  his  servant,  Thomas 
Rainsford  ;  having  had  experience  of  the  loyalty  and 
assurance  of  him  and  his  brethren,  is  moved  to 
desire  her  to  continue  to  be  his  good  lady.  He 
repents  of  having  too  much  delighted  in  ‘  dicing  ’ 
and  other  loss  of  time,  and  says  he  is  much  bound 
to  her  for  her  honourable  and  gentle  advertisements, 
as  one  of  his  poor  friends  and  at  the  request  of  his 
brethren,  and  especially  of  Mr.  Rainsford,  Gentleman 
Usher,  his  long  approved  friend,  desires  her  to 
recommend  him  to  Lord  Lisle  ;  by  so  doing,  his 
Father  and  Brethren  will  be  bound  to  pray  for  her. 

Sir  Thomas  Elyot  was  High  Sheriff  and  Member 
of  Parliament,  and  Clerk  of  the  Privy  Council,  1531. 
September  20th  Expenses  of  the  Chancery  of 
Alice  Rainsford  £10.  (State  Papers,  domestic 
series).  This  Alice  was  Maid  of  Honour  to  Anne 
Boleyn. 

The  eldest  brother  William  of  Thomas  Rains¬ 
ford,  servant  to  Lord  Lisle,  as  we  have  already  stated, 
can  be  identified  as  Sir  William  of  Great  Tew, 
Oxon.,  Gentleman  Usher  and  Groom  of  the  Cham¬ 
ber  to  Henry  VIII  ;  who  had  a  grant  of  the  Manor 
of  Brailes,  near  Campden  and  Compton  Winyates 
for  twenty  years  in  1539,  and  later  had  a  grant  of 
Wroxton  Abbey,  Oxon.,  and  was  mentioned  in 
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the  Will  of  that  monarch  with  Blount  and  Norreys, 
also  Gentlemen  Ushers.  The  Arms  of  the  two 
latter  were  noted  in  the  Manor  House  of  Tew,  when 
Lee  made  his  Visitation  in  1574. 

Another  brother,  John,  of  Thatcham,  Berks., 
is  mentioned  by  Charles  Brandon,  Duke  of 
Suffolk,  husband  of  Mary,  the  sister  of  Henry 
VIII,  writing  to  Lord  Lisle,  April  8th,  1534, 
when  he  begs  his  favour  for  John  Rainsford  to 
have  a  place  of  8d.  per  day.  Later,  he  too, 
became  Gentleman  Usher  to  Henry  VIII  ;  and 
a  third  brother,  Humphrey,  became  Groom  of 
the  Chamber  and  of  the  Privy  Buckhounds.  John 
Rainsford  of  Kineton,  1507,  had  a  brother  Thomas, 
described  as  Thomas  de  Sapcote  (no  doubt  connected 
with  that  place  through  the  Russells  and  Sapcotes). 
This  Thomas  had  several  sons,  and  is  probably  the 
ancestor  of  the  Rainsfords  of  Warwick,  whose  kins¬ 
man  Thomas  was  servant  to  Sir  John  Rainsford  of 
Bradfield  Hall,  Essex,  ob.  1559.  His  Father,  Sir  John 
Rainsford  (1)  attended  Henry  VIII  to  the  Field  of  the 
Cloth  of  Gold,  1520.  Among  his  companions  were 
Sir  John  Brydges,  Sir  John  de  Vere  (Earl  of 
Oxford),  Arthur  Plantagenet  (Viscount  Lisle),  Sir 
William  Compton,  Sir  John  Tyrell,  Sir  Henry 
Marney  and  others  already  alluded  to  in  Chapter  II. 

Sir  John  Brydges  married  Elizabeth  Grey, 
daughter  of  Lord  Grey  of  Wilton  Castle  ;  he  attended 
his  kinswoman,  Lady  Jane  Grey  to  the  scaffold  ;  and 
she  herself,  had  been  chief  mourner  at  the  funeral 
of  Catherine  Parr,  at  Sudeley,  near  Winchcomb, 
Glos. 

His  brother,  Thomas  Brydges,  of  Cornbury 
Park,  was  appointed  in  1548,  Steward  of  the  Hun- 
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dred  of  Chadlington,  Oxon.,  and  of  the  Royal  Manor 
of  Barford  and  Minster  Lovell,  and  Keeper  of  the 
Forest  of  Wychwood,  also  of  the  Parks  of  Langley 
and  Cornbury,  where  he  resided. 

Thomas  Brydges’  daughter,  Elizabeth,  married 
John  Ashfield  of  Heythrop  Park. 

Sir  William  Rainsford  of  Tew,  in  his  Will  dated 
April  6th,  1557,  nominates  as  his  overseers,  Thomas 
Brydges  of  Cornbury  Park  ;  Humphrey  Ashfield  of 
Heythrop  and  Charles  Rainsford  of  Clifford  Cham¬ 
bers,  Esquires. 


CHAPTER  VII. 


The  Rainsfords  of  Warwick. 

Sir  Fulke  Greville,  First  Lord  Brooke  ;  Robert, 
Second  Lord  Brooke  ;  and  Lord  Saye  and  Sele, 
sent  out  several  families  to  the  Colonies,  including 
Antigua.  The  former  died  1628,  without  issue,  and 
was  succeeded  by  his  kinsman,  Sir  Robert  Greville, 
second  Lord  Brooke,  born  1608,  and  who  was  slain 
at  the  siege  of  Lichfield,  1643.  He  was  the  only  son 
of  Fulke,  by  Mary,  daughter  of  Christopher  Copley, 
of  Wadworth,  Yorks. 

He  was  a  Parliamentary  General  and  Leader  of 
Puritans,  represented  Warwick  1627/8,  and  married 
Catherine  Russell,  eldest  daughter  of  Francis,  Earl 
of  Bedford,  and  sister  of  Francis,  the  Fourth  Earl, 
who  in  1608,  married  Catherine,  daughter  of  Gyles 
Brydges  of  Sudeley  Castle.  Gyles  was  the  grandson 
of  Sir  John  Brydges  of  Sudeley,  First  Lord  Chandos. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Sir  Francis  Russell, 
Second  Earl  of  Bedford, was  the  “especial  and  singular 
friend  ”  of  the  Second  Sir  John  Rainsford,  of  Brad- 
field  Hall,  and  overseer  to  his  Will,  dated  1559. 

Sir  Fulke  Greville,  first  Baron  Brooke,  had  a 
grant  of  Warwick  Castle  in  1620.  He  was  a  very 
devoted  friend  of  Sir  Philip  Sidney,  whose  Father, 
Sir  Henry  Sidney,  used  his  influence  with  his  brother- 
in-law,  Robert  Dudley,  Earl  of  Leicester,  on  behalf 
of  Hercules  Rainsford,  lord  of  Clifford  Chambers 
Manor,  the  contemporary  of  Shakespeare.  As  a 
result,  Rainsford  was  appointed  an  Usher  of  the 
Parliament  Chamber  in  the  early  years  of  Queen 
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Elizabeth  ;  and  later,  he  was  appointed  Governor, 
first  of  Limerick  Castle  and  then  of  Dublin,  in  1576. 
He  was  also  in  the  service  of  Sir  Henry  Sidney  when 
Lord  Deputy  of  Ireland,  and  in  documents,  Her¬ 
cules  is  described  as  Treasurer  and  Paymaster. 

The  intimacy  between  the  Rainsfords  and  the 
Sidneys  dated  back  to  the  middle  of  the  15th  Century, 
when  Sir  Laurence  Rainsford  of  Bradfield  Hall,  Essex , 
married  as  his  first  wife,  the  Hon.  Elizabeth  Fiennes, 
daughter  of  James,  First  Lord  Saye  and  Sele.  She 
had  been  previously  married  to  Alexander  Iden, 
Sheriff  of  Kent,  who  was  responsible  for  the  capture 
of  Jack  Cade,  the  notorious  rebel  ;  and  as  we  have 
previously  stated,  her  father,  Lord  Saye  and  Sele 
was  beheaded  by  Jack  Cade’s  mob. 

There  are  several  monuments  in  the  Sydney 
Chapel,  Penshurst,  Kent,  to  the  Idens,  who  were 
‘  servants  ’  to  the  Sidneys. 

Paul  Iden  was  the  direct  ancestor  of  the  poet 
Shelley. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  Sir  John 
Dudley,  Duke  of  Northumberland,  married  Jane 
Guilford,  and  that  they  were  the  parents  of  Ambrose, 
Earl  of  Warwick  ;  Robert,  Earl  of  Leicester  ;  and 
Guilford,  the  husband  of  the  ill-fated  Lady  Jane 
Grey. 

The  Sydneys  also  married  with  the  Guilfords. 

J.  R.  Green,  the  historian,  says  of  Sir  Philip 
Sydney  : — 

“  Sydney,  the  nephew  of  Lord  Leicester,  was  the 
idol  of  his  time,  and  perhaps  no  figure  reflects  the 
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age  more  fully  and  more  beautifully.  Fair  as  he  was 
brave,  quick  of  wit  as  of  affection,  noble  and  generous 
in  temper,  dear  to  Elizabeth  as  to  Spenser,  the  darling 
of  the  Court  and  of  the  Camp,  his  learning  and  his 
genius  made  him  the  centre  of  the  literary  world, 
which  was  springing  into  birth  in  English  soil.  He 
had  travelled  in  France  and  Italy  ;  he  was  master 
alike  of  the  older  learning  and  of  the  new  discoveries 
of  astronomy.  He  was  familiar  with  the  drama  of 
Spain,  the  poems  of  Ronsard,  the  sonnets  of  Italy. 
He  flung  away  his  life  to  save  the  English  army  in 
Flanders,  and  as  he  lay  dying,  they  brought  a  cup 
of  water  to  his  fevered  lips.  He  bade  them  give  it  to 
a  soldier  who  was  stretched  on  the  ground  beside  him. 
“  Thy  necessity,”  he  said,  “  is  greater  than  mine.” 
The  whole  of  Sidney’s  nature,  his  chivalry  and  his 
learning,  his  thirst  for  adventures,  his  tenderness  and 
child-like  simplicity  of  heart,  his  keen  sense  of 
pleasure  and  delight,  pours  itself  out  in  the  pastoral 
medley,  forced,  tedious  and  yet,  strangely  beautiful 
of  his  ‘  Arcadia.’  ” 

The  following  is  taken  from  Sir  Walter  Raleigh, 
“The  English  Novel”  ( John  Murray). 

“  It  was  by  his  life  and  not  by  his  writings, 
which  were  published  posthumously,  that  Sir  Philip 
Sydney  wielded  his  chief  influence  on  the  age.  He 
was  born  at  Penshurst,  1554,  the  son  of  Sir  Henry 
Sydney,  afterwards  Lord  Deputy  of  Ireland,  and 
Lady  Mary  Dudley,  the  daughter  of  Northumber¬ 
land,  and  sister  of  Leicester.  He  was  educated  at 
Shrewsbury,  where  his  name  was  entered  under  the 
same  date  as  the  name  of  Fulke  Greville,  Lord 
Brooke,  his  life-long  friend  and  biographer,  who,  on 
his  own  death,  had  it  inscribed  A>n  his  tomb  that  he 
was  friend  of  Sir  Philip  Sidney.  In  1572,  in  prepar¬ 
ation  for  courtly  employ  Che  began  a  period  of  three 
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years’  travel,  and  was  sheltered  during  the  Massacre 
of  St.  Bartholomew  in  the  home  of  his  future  father- 
in-law,  Sir  Francis  Walsingham,  at  Paris.  He  return¬ 
ed  to  the  English  Court  in  1575,  and  Elizabeth  called 
him  ‘  one  of  the  jewels  in  her  crown,’  and  William 
the  Silent,  who  was  not  prone  to  light  eulogy,  spoke 
of  him  in  1577,  as  one  of  the  ripest  statesmen  in 
Europe.” 

In  1583,  he  married  Frances  Walsingham,  and 
at  last,  having  as  an  outlet  for  his  patriotic  energy, 
accompanied  Leicester  to  the  Netherlands  in  the 
capacity  of  Governor  of  Flushing,  he  fell  at  the  Battle 
of  Zutphen,  on  September  22nd,  1586.  His  body 
was  conveyed  to  London  and  his  funeral  celebrated 
at  St.  Paul’s  with  rich  ceremony.  Never  was  poet’s 
death  so  splendidly  deplored,  the  elegies  written  on 
him  are  almost  a  literature.  His  friend,  Fulke 
Greville,  was  one  of  the  pall  bearers,  and  Myles 
Rainsford,  of  the  Essex  line,  was  probably  present 
in  his  capacity  as  Groom  of  the  Privy  Chamber. 

This  Miles  Rainsford,  married  Elizabeth  Norton, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Norton,  lawyer  and  poet,  M.P. 
for  the  City  of  London,  b.  1532,  d.  1584. 

Elizabeth’s  father,  Thomas,  married  (1)  Mar¬ 
gery,  third  daughter  of  Archbishop  Cranmer  ;  she 
died  without  issue  before  1568  ;  and  he  married 
(2)  her  cousin,  Alice  Cranmer,  daughter  of  Edward 
Cranmer,  Archdeacon  of  Canterbury. 

His  first  wife’s  step-father  was  Edward  Whit¬ 
church,  the  Calvinistic  Printer.  Calvin  published  in 
Geneva,  1559,  his  last  corrected  version  of  “  the 
Christian  Religion  ”  which  was  performed  at  the 
house  of  his  friend,  Edward  Whitchurch. 
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Norton  was  in  high  favour  with  Cecil  ;  he 
wrote  constantly  from  prison  to  his  patron,  Walsing- 
ham.  His  Will  was  proved  by  his  wife’s  brother, 
Thomas  Cranmer,  the  Registrar  of  Canterbury,  and 
son  of  the  Archbishop. 

In  1601,  Myles  was  M.P.  for  Callington,  Corn¬ 
wall,  and  in  October,  1603,  is  mentioned  as  Valet  of 
the  Privy  Chamber  in  a  grant  of  the  Keeping  of 
Cobham  Hall,  Kent,  “  as  long  as  it  remains  in  the 
King’s  hands.”  (State  Papers,  domestic  series).  In 
1604,  Jan.  4th,  a  warrant  was  issued  to  Sir  John  Leve- 
son,  Sir  Thomas  Walsingham  and  Myles  Rainsford, 
to  demand  all  rents  and  debts  due  to  Lord  Cobham, 
attainted  and  essin,  the  same  upon  warrant  of  the 
Council.  His  son,  Robert  Rainsford,  at  the  marriage 
in  1626,  January  29th,  of  Thomas  Coppin,  Gent., 
of  St.  Anne’s,  Blackfriars,  London,  to  Martha 
Norton,  daughter  of  Luke  Norton,  of  the  Inner 
Temple,  is  described  as  of  the  University,  Oxford, 
M.A.  He  was  later  created  D.D.,  and  was  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  Rector  of  Henley-on-Thames.  Will 
dated  1649,  in  which  he  mentions  his  sons,  Richard, 
Myles,  and  daughters. 

Dr.  Rainsford  had  at  least  one  brother,  Sir 
Garrett  Rainsford,  and  he  was  admitted  at  Gray’s 
Inn,  Feb.  22nd,  1620,  and  described  as  the  son  of 
Myles  Rainsford.  He  also,  like  his  brother,  Dr. 
Rainsford,  named  a  son  Myles,  after  the  grandfather. 

Dr.  Rainsford’s  son,  Robert  the  younger  (with 
Nortons),  was  one  of  the  thirteen  grantees  of  land  on 
the  East  of  the  River  Agamenticus,  in  1631  (Vol. 
XXXVII,  New  Eng.  Hist.,  Gen.  Reg.)  He  had  a 
grant  from  Warwick  House,  London,  December, 
1631,  and  had  undertaken  with  others  to  build  a 
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town  in  New  England  (State  Papers,  Colonial  Series). 
He  married  Mary  Stanborough,  at  St.  Giles  in  the 
Fields,  Feb.  2nd,  1635.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
William  Stanborough,  Canons  Ashby,  Northampton, 
and  several  members  of  that  family  eventually  settled 
in  Long  Island  and  the  South. 


In  the  Will  of  William  Stanborough,  he  leaves 
property  in  the  Sheep  Market,  Banbury,  to  his  son- 
in-law,  Robert  Rainsford.  Will  dated  November 
19th,  1692. 

Alfred  Ransford  writes  under  “  British  Settlers 
in  America,”  in  Notes  and  Queries,  February  14th, 
1925,  the  following  : — 

“  Edward  Rainsford,  known  as  Edward,  the 
Bailiff,  was  the  son  of  Edward  Rainsford,  born  1579, 
and  died  1653,  by  Margaret  Blicke  (PBlissett).  His 
Will  was  proved  in  1653,  by  his  son  John.  He  held 
important  positions  in  Warwick.  In  1637,  there  is 
‘  a  receipt  of  Sir  William  Russell,  paid  by  Edward 
Rainsford,  on  behalf  of  Sir  Greville  Verney,  Sheriff 
of  the  County  of  Warwick.’ 

This  Sir  Greville,  de  jure,  Seventh  Lord  Will¬ 
oughby  de  Broke,  who  married  Margaret  Greville, 
sister  of  Sir  Fulke,  First  Lord  Broke,  died  1642, 
leaving  a  son,  Greville  Verney,  de  jure,  8th  Baron 
Lord  Willoughby  de  Broke,  who  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  and  co-heiress  of  Thomas,  second  Viscount 
Wenman.  His  Will  was  proved  by  Richard  Rains¬ 
ford,  Esq.,  thought  at  one  time  to  have  been  of  the 
Warwick  branch,  but  later  researches  show  that 
he  was  identical  with  Sir  Richard  Rainsford,  Lord 
Chief  Justice  of  the  King’s  Bench,  of  whom,  more 
later. 
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Fulk  Greville,  First  Lord  Broke,  held  the  office 
of  Recorder  of  Warwick  in  1596,  and  also  in  1610. 
Robert,  his  cousin,  was  the  next  Recorder  in  1641. 
His  Lordship  was  displeased  with  Rainsford,  the 
deputy  Recorder,  on  account  of  the  attitude  he  took 
in  the  Parliamentary  Election  of  1640,  and  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  have  him  removed  from  his  appointment. 

Francis,  Earl  of  Bedford,  brother  of  the  widowed 
Lady  Broke,  her  son  being  a  minor,  was  by  her 
request,  chosen  next  Recorder  in  1644,  and  thereupon 
appointed  Edward  Rainsford  his  deputy  and  Town 
Clerk  ;  he  is  also  described  in  documents  as  Under- 
Sheriff.  This  Edward  is  frequently  mentioned  in  the 
Diary  of  Sir  William  Dugdale,  in  connection  with 
Sir  William  Archer  of  Tanworth,  in  reference 
to  the  preservation  and  recording  of  the  memorials 
and  monuments  in  the  churches  of  Warwick  ;  as  at 
this  time  so  many  were  being  ruthlessly  destroyed 
by  the  fanatacism  of  the  Puritans. 

His  son,  Edward,  married  Mary  Prescott,  a 
daughter  of  James  Prescott  ;  the  latter  is  referred  to 
in  the  Will  of  Sir  Thomas  Lucy  III,  of  Charlecote 
Park,  Co.  Warwick,  September  20th,  1639,  in  which 
he  nominates  “  my  most  deare  wife,  the  Lady  Alice 
Lucy  ;  my  worthy  kinsman  and  friend,  Mr.  John 
Hales  of  the  Priory,  Coventry  ;  and  also  my  approved 
and  loving  friend,  Mr.  James  Prescott,  executors,  and 
I  give  unto  every  one  of  them  for  their  care  £40.” 

These  Warwick  Rainsfords  were  Puritans,  and  it 
is  recorded  that  Sir  Thomas  Lucy  referred  to,  had 
also  leanings  that  way. 

In  1581,  the  Manor  of  Bodenham,  Hereford¬ 
shire,  was  granted  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  to  Robert, 
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Earl  of  Leicester,  and  the  Countess  of  Leicester, 
sold  the  Manor  in  1603,  to  Edward,  Lord  Russell, 
brother  of  Ann,  the  third  wife  of  Warwick  ;  he 
being  grandson  of  John,  First  Earl  of  Bedford,  who 
married  Ann  Sapcote. 

About  this  time,  Sir  Thomas  Lucy  was  connect¬ 
ed  with  the  Manor.  The  parish  registers  of  Boden- 
ham  contain  the  names  of  Rainsford,  Coningsby, 
and  Hathway.  These  Rainsfords  descend  from 
Anthony,  younger  son  of  Charles  of  Clifford,  who 
married  a  Baskerville  of  Pembridge,  Co.  Hereford. 
This  Anthony  was  baptized  at  Clifford,  September 
25th,  1548,  buried  at  Pembridge,  1622.  Sir  Thomas 
Lucy,  the  elder,  sold  Bodenham,  Herefordshire, 
to  Sir  Thomas  Coningsby  in  1583,  and  from  that 
time  to  the  present  date,  Bodenham  forms  part  of 
the  Hampton  Court  Estate.  In  the  17th  century, 
Rainsfords  were  living  in  Bodenham  and  inter¬ 
married  with  the  Ferebys  and  Coningsbys. 

Edmund  Rainsford,  M.A.,  born  at  Bodenham, 
1669,  and  of  Balliol  College,  Oxford,  was  Vicar  of 
Winchcomb,  Glos.,  1714-1726,  and  was  appointed 
Master  of  the  School  there. 

Mary  Coningsby  of  Bodenham,  married  a 
Rainsford,  and  her  sister  Phillipa  married  a  Basker¬ 
ville  of  Pembridge,  Herefordshire. 

A  branch  of  the  Baskervilles  were  of  Woollas 
Hall,  about  a  mile  from  Elmley  Castle  ;  their  chief 
seat  being  Bredwardine  Castle,  Herefordshire.” 

Among  the  Puritan  settlers  in  America,  one  was 
Edward  Rainsford  of  Boston,  U.S.A.,  1630,  at  one 
time  thought  to  be  nearly  related  to  Edward  Rains- 


138 


THE  RAINSFORDS  OF  WARWICK 


ford  of  Warwick,  who  married  Mary  Prescott,  whose 
Will  was  proved  1649,  but  documents,  which  have 
recently  come  to  light,  indicate  that  this  Edward  of 
Boston  descended  from  Edward,  younger  son  of  Sir 
Laurence  Rainsford  by  the  Hon.  Elizabeth  Fiennes, 
of  the  Essex  Line. 

To  return  to  the  Warwick  Rainsfords,  Job 
was  Mayor  in  1712  (in  1664,  by  a  ‘  New  Charter, 
the  title  of  Principal  Burgess  had  been  altered  to 
Mayor.’)  There  was  a  good  deal  of  coming  and  going 
at  this  period  between  the  Colonies  and  the 
Motherland.  The  Bailiff  had  several  brothers, 
one  of  whom  was  Nicholas  Rainsford  of  the  City  of 
London,  Fishmonger,  which  means  probably,  a 
member  of  the  Fishmongers’  Guild.  He  died  before 
1653,  and  married  Eleanor  Rawdon,  daughter  of 
Robert  Rawdon,  of  Mitcham  and  Bermondsey 
Court,  Co.  Surrey,  Deputy  of  Bridge  ward  and  Govern¬ 
or  of  St.  Thomas’  Hospital,  died  1644,  and  was  des¬ 
cended  from  the  Rawdons  of  Rawdon,  Co.  York. 
The  Rawdons  had  considerable  sugar  plantations  in 
Barbados,  and  business  interests  in  Antigua,  B.W.I. 

Nicholas  Rainsford  had  a  son,  Nicholas,  who  was 
a  member  of  the  Council  of  Antigua  and  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace.  He  died  about  1697. 

In  the  Cathedral  of  Barbados,  there  is  an  M.I. 
to  Captain  John  Rainsford,  dated  1710-11.  In  the 
burial  Register  the  name  is  entered  as  “  Randsford  ” 
and  he  is  described  as  of  New  England.  The  Crest 
is  a  Stag  Statant.  Arms,  a  Cross  charged  in  the  first 
quarter  with  a  star  of  six  points.  The  Arms  con¬ 
firmed  to  Charles  Rainsford  of  Apsley,  Co.  Warwick, 
in  1619,  were  Argent  a  Cross  Sable,  charged  in  the 
first  quarter  with  a  Star.  In  the  Berkeley  MSS  it 
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is  stated  that  Charles  Rainsford  purchased  Apsley 
for  £450  from  Lord  Berkeley,  in  1613.  He  was 
presumably  of  the  Warwick  branch. 

The  star,  or  mullet,  was  used  as  a  mark  of 
cadency.  This  line  was  also  differenced  with  a  bordure 
sable,  and  bore  the  stag  statant  to  distinguish  them 
from  the  main  or  senior  line  of  Great  Tew,  Oxon  ; 
and  Clifford  Chambers,  Glos.,  who  bore  Argent,  a 
cross  sable  ;  crests.  (1)  On  a  wreath,  a  Cornish 
chough  sable.  (2)  On  a  wreath,  a  deer’s  head  couped 
ermine. 

(From  Articles  by  Alfred  Ransford,  February, 
1925,  Notes  and  Queries). 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


Sidelights  on  William  Shakespeare. 

“  ’Tis  the  mind  that  makes  the  body  rich 

And  as  the  sun  breaks  through  the  darkest  clouds 

So  honour  peereth  in  the  meanest  habit.” 

Taming  of  the  Shrew. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  Green,  the 
historian,  writing  of  Shakespeare  “  Green’s  Short 
History  of  the  English  People.”  (. Macmillan  &  Co) 

“  Of  hardly  any  great  poet  do  we  know  so  little 
as  of  William  Shakespeare.  For  the  story  of  his  youth 
we  have  only  one  or  two  trifling  legends,  and  these 
almost  certainly  false  ;  not  a  single  letter,  nor  charac¬ 
teristic  saying,  not  one  of  the  jests  spoken  at  ‘  The 
Mermaid,’  hardly  a  single  anecdote  remain  to  illus¬ 
trate  his  busy  life  in  London. 

It  is  owing,  perhaps,  to  the  harmony  and  unity 
of  his  temper  that  no  salient  peculiarity  seems  to  have 
left  its  trace  on  the  memory  of  his  contemporaries  ; 
it  is  the  very  greatness  of  his  genius  which  precludes 
us  from  discovering  any  personal  trait  in  his  works. 

In  his  drama  he  is  all  his  characters,  and  his 
characters  range  over  all  mankind.  There  is  not  one 
that  we  can  identify  with  the  poet  himself. 

He  was  born  in  the  sixth  year  of  Elizabeth’s 
reign,  twelve  years  after  the  birth  of  Spenser,  and 
three  years  later  than  the  birth  of  Bacon.  His  father, 
a  glover  and  small  farmer  of  Stratford-on-Avon,  was 
forced  by  poverty  to  lay  down  his  office  of  Alderman, 
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as  his  son  reached  boyhood  ;  and  stress  of  poverty 
may  have  been  the  cause  which  drove  Shakespeare, 
who  was  already  married  at  eighteen  to  a  wife  older 
than  himself,  to  London  and  the  stage.  His  life  in 
the  capital  can  hardly  have  begun  later  than  in  his 
twenty-third  year,  the  memorable  year  which  follow¬ 
ed  Sidney’s  death,  and  which  preceded  the  coming 
of  the  Armada. 

It  is  impossible  to  discover  whether  his  faith, 
if  faith  there  were,  was  Catholic  or  Protestant  ;  the 
religious  phrases,  which  are  thinly  scattered  all  over 
his  works,  are  little  more  than  expressions  of  a 
distant  and  imaginative  reverence.  ‘  To  die,’  it  may 
be,  was  to  him,  as  to  Claudio,  ‘  to  go  we  know  not 
whither.’  His  partner,  Burbage,  spoke  of  him  after 
death  as  a  ‘  worthy  friend  and  fellow  ;  ’  and  Jonson 
handed  down  the  general  tradition  of  his  time  when 
he  described  him  as  ‘  indeed  honest,  and  of  an  open 
and  free  nature.’ 

Five  years  after  the  supposed  date  of  his  arrival 
in  London,  he  was  already  famous  as  a  dramatist. 
He  was  soon  partner  in  the  theatre,  actor  and  play¬ 
wright,  and  the  nickname  of  ‘  Johannes  Factotum  ’ 
or,  Jack  of  all  trades,  shows  his  readiness  to  take  all 
honest  work  which  came  to  hand. 

His  pleasant  temper  and  the  vivacity  of  his  wit, 
had  drawn  him  early  into  contact  with  the  young 
Earl  of  Southampton,  to  whom  his  ‘  Adonis  ’  and 
‘  Lucrece  ’  are  dedicated  ;  and  the  different  tone  of 
the  two  dedications  shows  how  rapidly  acquaintance 
ripened  into  an  ardent  friendship.  Shakespeare’s 
wealth  and  influence  too  were  growing  fast.  He  had 
property  both  in  Stratford-on-Avon  and  London, 
and  his  fellow-townsmen  made  him  their  suitor  to 
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Lord  Burleigh  for  favours  to  be  bestowed  on 
Stratford-on-Avon.  He  was  rich  enough  to  aid  his 
father  ;  and  to  buy  New  Place,  Stratford,  which 
afterwards  became  his  home.  Shakespeare’s  last 
dramas,  the  three  exquisite  works  in  which  he  shows 
a  soul  at  rest  with  itself  and  with  the  world,  ‘  Cymbe- 
line,’  ‘  The  Tempest,’  ‘  Winter’s  Tale,’  were  written 
in  the  midst  of  ease  and  competence  in  a  house  at 
Stratford,  to  which  he  withdrew  a  few  years  after 
the  death  of  Elizabeth.  It  is  in  this  peaceful  and 
gracious  close  that  the  life  of  Shakespeare  contrasts 
with  those  of  his  greatest  contemporaries.” 

New  Place,  Stratford-on-Avon,  was  built  by  Sir 
Hugh  Clopton,  a  wealthy  London  merchant,  and 
Mayor  of  that  City  (7  Henry  VII).  He  built  the 
famous  stone  bridge  of  fourteen  arches  to  replace 
the  old  wooden  one.  We  also  learn  from  the  Strat¬ 
ford  Corporation  Records  that  there  was  a  footbridge, 
for  in  1595,  the  Corporation  covenanted  by  deed 
under  the  common  seal  with  Sir  George  Carew,  Kt., 
of  Clopton  (afterwards  Earl  Totnes)  Sir  Edward 
Grevill,  Kt.,  of  Milcote,  Sir  Baptist  Hicks,  Campden, 
Hercules  Rainsford,  Esq.,  of  Clifford,  and  others, 
at  whose  expense  the  bridge  was  erected,  to  keep  it 
in  perpetual  repair.  The  bridge  was  built  in  1590. 
Hercules  was  a  brother  of  Sir  Henry  Rainsford, 
the  elder,  and  son  of  the  Hercules  who  was  Constable 
of  the  Castle  of  Dublin,  1579.  He  afterwards  lived 
and  died  at  Elmley  Castle,  Worcester,  and  was 
buried  there  1614. 

From  very  early  times,  the  Essex  and  Suffolk 
Rainsfords  had  been  connected  with  the  Cloptons; 
Margery  de  Welnethan,  Suffolk,  who  died  in  1384, 
married  (1)  John  de  Cockfield,  alias  Clopton,  and 
(2)  Sir  John  de  Broxbourne,  Essex.  Their  son. 
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Edmund  Broxbourne,  married  Idonea  Lavy,  and 
they  had  Eleanor,  born  1390,  died  1428,  who  married 
William  Rainsford,  who  died  in  1434, 

They  were  the  parents  of  Sir  Laurence  Rains¬ 
ford,  of  Bradfield  Hall,  Essex,  who  married  (1) 
The  Hon.  Elizabeth  Fiennes,  and  (2)  Lady  Ann 
Percy,  who  had  previously  married  Sir  Thomas 
Hungerford,  son  of  Robert  Lord  Hungerford  and 
Mollins.  John  Clopton,  the  elder,  was  one  of 
the  executors  of  Sir  Laurence  Rainsford’s  Will 
in  1490.  In  Sir  Hugh  Clopton ’s  Will,  proved 
October  14th,  1496,  is  the  following  : — “  To 

William  Clopton,  I  bequeathe  my  Greate  House 
in  Stratford-upon-Avon,  and  all  my  other  lands 
and  tenements,  being  in  Wilmcote.”  His  des¬ 
cendant,  William  Clopton,  let  New  Place  to  Dr. 
Thomas  Bentley  on  lease  for  a  term,  and  later 
altered  it  to  a  life  tenure  for  himself  and  wife.  Bentley 
was  the  second  President  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians,  and  doctor  to  King  Henry  VIII.  He 
died  in  1549,  leaving  three  daughters,  the  third 
marrying  Thomas  Rainsford  of  Little  Compton, 
Glos.,  to  which  allusion  has  already  been  made. 

New  Place  must  have  been  very  familiar  to  the 
Clifford  Rainsfords  and  also  to  their  cousins  at  Tew, 
for  Thomas  Rainsford,  who  married  Barbara  Bentley, 
was  a  grandson  of  John,  Lord  of  Tew,  by  Alice 
Danvers.  Thomas  and  Barbara  were  apparently  the 
parents  of  the  Thomas  Rainsford  who  entered  at 
Lincoln’s  Inn,  March  20th,  1568-9,  and  is  described 
as  of  Oxford.  In  1597  New  Place  passed  from 
the  Cloptons  by  purchase  to  William  Shakespeare. 

From  “  Visitations  of  Warwickshire  ”  under 
Arden,  we  take  : — “  The  House  of  Arden  is  meerly 
English  of  the  auncient  bloud  of  the  Saxons,  and  they 
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were  before  the  Conquest,  Lords  of  Warwick  and 
most  part  of  Warwickshire.  From  these  descended 
the  Lords  of  Upton  in  Warwickshire,  and  later  they 
grew  to  be  surnamed  Upton  ;  one  of  whom  married 
one  Fenne  (Fiennes)  of  Banberie  (Banbury,  Oxon.), 
who,  removing  his  dwelling  to  Hungerford,  Wilts., 
was  there  called  by  name  of  Moeles,  ancestors  to  the 
Lord  Hungerford.”  As  all  know,  William  Shakes¬ 
peare’s  mother  was  Mary  Arden,  of  this  family, 
descending  from  the  de  Beaumonts.  Little  is  known 
of  his  father’s  family  ;  some  of  them  appear  to  be 
yeoman  farmers,  one,  a  near  kinsman,  being  a  tenant 
of  Charles  Rainsford  of  Clifford. 

In  a  publication,  1931,  “  William  Shakespeare 
and  his  family,”  by  Frank  Marcham,  page  8, 
he  proves  that  Shakespeare’s  uncle  Thomas  was  a 
Queen’s  Messenger.  In  this  capacity  he  would 
probably  come  into  contact  with  some  of  the 
contemporary  Rainsfords,  as  they  had  similar  posi¬ 
tions  in  the  Court  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

When  Richmond  came  to  the  throne  as  Henry 
VII  in  1485,  honours  were  showered  upon  the  Lan¬ 
castrians,  and  these  honours  and  favours  were  con¬ 
tinued  into  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII,  Elizabeth,  the 
Stuarts  and  the  House  of  Hanover.  It  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  the  population  of  the  country  was  so 
very  much  smaller  in  those  days  ;  even  at  the  time 
of  the  Industrial  Revolution  in  the  early  part  of  the 
19th  century,  the  population  of  England  and  Wales 
was  estimated  to  have  been  about  5,500,000  in  1720, 
and  in  1760  to  have  been  6,750,000  ;  it  was  only  in 
1801  that  it  had  grown  to  nearly  9,000,000  ;  which 
was  the  population  of  London  alone,  when  the 
Great  War  began  in  1914  (Vide  Grant  Robertson’s 
“  England  under  the  Hanoverians.”)  so  it  is  more 
likely  that  people  in  the  Elizabethan  period  of 
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Walter  Scott. 


the  same  rank  socially,  would  know  each  other  than 
is  the  case  in  the  larger  society  of  to-day. 

Under  “  Rainsford  Associations  with  Shakes¬ 
peare,  Southampton  and  Hall,”  Alfred  Ransford  wrote 
recently  to  “Notes  and  Queries,  1927,”  “  It  has  been 
stated  and  emphasized  by  recent  writers,  that  there  is 
not  a  scrap  of  evidence  to  connect  William  Shakes¬ 
peare,  for  the  first  twenty- five  years  of  his  life,  with  the 
place  of  his  birth.”  Perhaps  it  would  be  correct  to 
say  that  no  evidence  has  been  discovered,  for  probably 
it  is  to  be  found  in  many  a  muniment  room,  in 
ancient  halls,  and  manor  houses  in  Warwickshire. 

Sir  Edward  Rodney,  writing  to  his  daughter  in 
the  17th  century,  in  reference  to  the  family  history, 
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said,  “  It  hath  been  a  constant  tradition  in  our 
family,  that  we  came  over  with  Maud,  the  Empresse, 
from  forrayne  parts,  and  that  she  gave  them  lands 
and  estates  within  this  Kingdome.  I  confess  I  have 
no  evidence  by  me  to  prove  this  tradition,  besides 
the  pedigree  ;  yet  my  want  thereof  will  not  make  it 
false  in  itself,  though  it  gain  the  less  credit  from 
others  ”  It  was  recently  stated  by  a  Judge  in  the  High 
Court,  that  a  mass  of  cumulative  circumstances  was 
more  convincing  than  one  piece  of  direct  evidence. 

It  is  said  that  Stratford,  in  the  poet’s  days,  was 
bookless,  and  some  go  as  far  as  to  say  that  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  was  bookless.  Much  is  made  of  the  fact 
that  of  nineteen  persons,  ten  of  them  (Aldermen) 
who  signed  a  paper  relating  to  town  matters,  only 
seven  could  write  their  names.  John  Shakespeare, 
the  poet’s  father,  was  one  of  the  illiterate.  This  state 
of  affairs  was  not  confined  to  the  yeoman  and  trading 
classes  in  those  days,  for  occasionally,  possibly  for 
the  sake  of  brevity  and  the  difficulties  of  writing, 
unknown  to-day,  members  of  county  families  attested 
important  documents  by  simply  making  their  X 
below  their  Seal.  (1)  In  the  Will  of  Dorothy  Rains- 
ford,  nee  Andrews  of  Mitchell  Tew,  Oxon.,  dated 
October  5th,  1608,  wife  of  Hercules  Rainsford,  lord 
of  the  Manor  of  Great  Tew,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  the  County  of  Oxfordshire  ;  the  testatrix  makes 
her  mark.  She  leaves  to  her  daughter-in-law,  Mrs. 
Anne  Raynesford,  ‘  my  kirtle  of  velvet.  To  Margaret 
Catesby,  my  petticoat  and  saddle.  To  my  cousin, 
Thomas  Andrews,  my  best  hog,  and  the  bright  posnet 
I  bought  at  Norton.  (Chipping  Norton).  To  my 
servant,  Joan,  my  fustian  waistcoat.  To  Ann  Plastow 
of  Little  Tew,  a  bushel  of  malt.  To  the  poor  of  Great 
Tew,  40/-  and  all  the  fruit  in  my  garden.  All  the 
rest  of  my  goods  to  my  son,  Edward  Raynsforde, 
whom  I  make  my  executor/ 
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And  she  desires  to  be  buried  in  the  parish  church 
at  Tew. 

2)  Captain  Francis  Rainsford,  Deputy  Con¬ 
stable  of  the  Tower  of  London,  who  was  buried  in 
the  Church  of  S.  Peter  in  the  Tower,  1678,  also 
attests  his  Will  by  making  his  mark.  He  was  the 
second  son  of  the  last  Sir  Henry  Rainsford,  of  Clifford 
Chambers,  Glos. 

The  Rev.  John  Marshall  of  Bishopton,  a  Chapelry 
in  the  parish  of  old  Stratford,  in  1607,  left  187 
books. 

Sir  Thomas  Lucy  the  Second,  leaves  in  his  Will 
to  his  son  and  heir,  Thomas,  “  all  my  Frenche  and 
Italian  books.”  The  date  is  August  13th,  1600. 

Dr.  John  Hall,  Shakespeare’s  son-in-law,  leaves 
a  considerable  library. 

There  would  be  good  libraries  at  Milcote,  the 
seat  of  the  Grevilles,  situated  midway  between 
Stratford  and  Clifford  Chambers  ;  and  also  in  the 
homes  of  the  Rainsfords  at  Clifford,  and  the  Cloptons 
of  Clopton  House,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
Stratford.  There  would  be  other  good  libraries  at 
the  homes  of  the  Throckmortons  of  Coughton 
Court  ;  the  Comptons  of  Compton-Wyniates  ;  the 
Ardens  of  Park  Hall  (the  family  of  Shakespeare’s 
mother)  ;  the  Grevilles  of  Beauchamp  Court, 
Alcester  ;  the  Leighs  of  Stoneleigh  Abbey  ;  the 
Verneys  of  Compton  Verney  ;  the  Newdigates  of 
Arbury  Hall,  and  in  the  Manor  House  of  the  Trus- 
sells  of  Billesley,  to  say  nothing  of  the  stately  castles 
of  Warwick  and  Kenilworth, 
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It  is  stated  that  Shakespeare  attended  the  free 
school  of  Stratford-on-Avon,  where  for  a  time, 
Walter  Roche  was  Master  (1570/2),  receiving  £20 
per  annum.  The  Master  of  Eton  at  the  same  date 
received  £10  per  annum.  (From  this  we  realize  the 
difference  in  the  value  of  money  to-day). 

In  1574,  Roche  was  presented  to  the  living  of 
Clifford  Chambers  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  in  1577, 
it  was  presented  to  Richard  Faune,  by  Charles 
Rainsford,  lord  of  Clifford. 

As  a  boy,  and  in  later  years,  Shakespeare  must 
have  frequently  roamed  the  fields  and  woods  lying 
between  Stratford  and  Clifford,  visiting  his  relations 
and  his  old  school  master,  the  Rector.  From  the 
following  lines,  we  gather  he  had  a  personal  exper¬ 
ience  of  country  rambles,  and  a  refined  appreciation 
of  the  beauties  of  the  countryside  : — 

“  And  this  our  life  exempt  from  public  haunt, 

Finds  tongues  in  trees,  books  in  the  running  brooks, 
Sermons  in  stones,  and  good  in  everything.” 

As  you  like  it. 

“  I’ll  show  thee  the  best  springs  ;  I’ll  pluck  thee  berries, 
I’ll  fish  for  thee,  and  get  thee  wood  enough, 

I  pr’ythee,  let  me  bring  thee  where  crabs  grow  ; 

And  I  with  my  long  nails  will  dig  thee  pig  nuts, 

Show  thee  a  jay’s  nest,  and  instruct  thee  how 
To  snare  the  nimble  marmozet  ;  I’ll  bring  thee 
To  clustering  filberts,  and  sometimes  I’ll  get  thee 
Young  sea  mells  (gulls)  from  the  rock.” 

The  Tempest. 

And  again  : — 

“  This  shadowy  desert,  unfrequented  woods, 

I  better  brook  than  flourishing  peopled  towns  ; 

Here  can  I  sit  alone,  unseen  of  any, 

And  to  the  nightingale’s  complaining  notes, 

Turn  my  distresses  and  record  my  woes.” 

Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona. 
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And  another  reference: — 

“  It  came  o’er  my  ear  like  the  sweet  south, 

That  breathes  upon  a  bank  of  violets, 

Stealing  and  giving  odour.” 

Twelfth  Night. 

Shakespeare  must  have  been  keenly  observant 
and  the  smallest  detail  in  the  beauty  of  a  flower  did 
not  escape  him,  as  we  read  in  those  wonderful  lines 
in  “  Cymbeline  ”  : — 

“  On  her  left  breast 

A  mole  cinque  spotted,  like  the  crimson  drops 
P  the  bottom  of  a  cowslip.” 

His  rambles  caused  him  grave  reflections,  as  we 
read  in  the  following  : — 

“  The  freckled  cowslip,  burnet  and  green  clover, 
Wanting  the  scythe,  all  uncorrected,  rank, 

Conceives  by  idleness  :  and  nothing  teems 
But  hateful  docks,  rough  thistles,  recksies,  burs, 

Losing  both  beauty  and  utility  ; 

And  as  our  vineyards,  fallows,  meads  and  hedges. 
Defective  in  their  natures,  grow  to  wildness  ; 

Even  so  our  houses,  and  ourselves,  and  children, 

Have  lost,  or  do  not  learn,  for  want  of  time, 

The  Sciences  that  should  become  our  Country.” 

King  Henry  V. 


Shakespeare  would  also  visit  Hercules  Rainsford, 
son  of  Charles,  who  was  the  landlord  of  John  Shakes¬ 
peare  of  Clifford  Chambers  (receiving  from  him  6s. 
rent,  Nov.  20th,  1571)  ;  this  Hercules  was  the  father 
of  Sir  Henry  Rainsford  of  the  Manor  of  Clifford,  who 
married  Anne,  the  daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Goodere. 
She  was  a  patient  of  Shakespeare’s  son-in-law,  Dr. 
John  Hall,  who  described  her  in  his  diary  “as  of  a 
noble  and  gallant  structure  of  bodye.” 
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Shakespeare  would  also  meet  his  friend,  Michael 
Drayton,  who  was  a  constant  visitor  at  the  home  of 
the  Rainsfords,  where  he  was  staying  shortly  before 
his  death  ;  Lady  Rainsford  being  his  ‘  Idea  ’  in  his 
sonnet  of  that  name. 

Michael  Drayton,  who  had  been  a  page  in  the 
household  of  Sir  Henry  Goodere,  Lady  Rainsford ’s 
father,  was  the  chief  witness  to  Sir  Henry’s  Will, 
1595,  by  which  he  left  ^1,500  to  his  daughter  Anne, 
“  for  her  better  advancement  in  marriage  ;  ”  she 
married  shortly  after. 

In  a  letter  of  Drayton’s,  dated  1619,  he  described 
Lady  Rainsford  as  “  one  of  the  worthiest  living,” 
and  in  his  “  Poly  Olbion,”  he  says  that  “  Clifford 
hath  been  many  a  time  the  muse’s  quiet  port.” 

In  his  elegy,  Drayton  gratefully  acknowledges 
that  Sir  Henry  Rainsford  had  been  a  devoted  friend. 

“  He  would  have  sworn  that  to  no  other  end 
He  had  been  born,  but  only  for  my  friend.” 

And  again  : — 

“  But  to  have  him  die 

Past  all  degree  that  was  so  dear  to  me.” 

John  Aubrey  describes  Sir  Henry  Rainsford  as  a 
learned  man,  and  the  late  Frederick  Vine  Rainsford, 
1846-1924,  of  London,  found  some  verses  by  him, 
and  also  by  his  son  among  the  manuscripts  in  the 
British  Museum. 

From  the  Middle  Temple  records  we  learn  that 
on  October  27th,  1594,  there  was  admitted  Mr. 
Henry,  son  and  heir  of  the  late  Hercules  Rainsford, 
late  of  Clifford,  Esq. — fine  £4. 
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Can  there  be  any  reasonable  doubt,  that  through 
the  powerful  influence  of  the  Dudleys,  Shakes¬ 
peare  had  the  entree  to  Warwick  and  Kenilworth 
Castles,  and  all  that  this  implies,  viz.,  access  to  great 
libraries  and  an  insight  into  court  life  and  manners  ? 

C.  C.  Stopes  writes  in  “  Shakespeare  Contem¬ 
poraries  ”  ( Shakespeare  Head  Press ,  Stratford-on- 
Avon)  : — 

It  was  doubtless,  when  Drayton  went  to  meet 
the  Rainsfords  at  Clifford,  that  we  found  him  among 
Dr.  Hall’s  patients — ‘  Mr.  Drayton,  an  excellent 
poet  labouring  of  a  tertian— He  cured  him  by  the 
poetic  treatment  of  syrup  of  violets.  Unfortunately, 
the  case  was  not  dated.  Possibly,  it  was  at  that  time, 
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in  the  spring  of  1616,  when  it  has  been  said  ‘  Shakes¬ 
peare,  Drayton  and  Jonson,  had  a  merry  meeting, 
at  which  it  seems,  he  drank  too  hard,  for  he  shortly 
after  died.’  It  is  much  more  probable  that  at  the 
unhealthy  springtime  of  the  year,  after  the  early 
floods,  Shakespeare,  also,  had  a  tertian,  ague,  or 
influenza,  from  which  his  son-in-law  could  not 
deliver  him,  even  with  ‘  syrup  of  violets.’  ” 

To  no  one,  better  than  himself,  can  the  poet’s 
lines  be  applied  : — 

“  Some  are  born  great,  some  achieve  greatness, 
and  some  have  greatness  thrust  upon  them,” 
(Twelfth  Night),  for  he  is  the  personification  of  all 
three. 

Previous  to  this,  cousins  of  the  Clifford  Rains- 
fords  were  living  at  Warwick,  for  in  1562,  we  learn 
from  the  state  papers,  that  Nicolas  Rainsford  refused 
to  be  Captain  in  one  of  Queen  Elizabeth’s  expeditions 
to  France  ;  saying  he  was  servant  to  Lord  Warwick. 
This  Nicholas,  was  the  son  of  John  Rainsford,  at  one 
time  Gentleman  Usher  to  Henry  VIII,  and  John’s 
sister,  Alice,  was  Maid  of  Honour  to  Anne  Boleyn, 
and  at  one  time  held  an  appointment  at  Sheen. 

The  question  has  been  asked  (Mr.  S.  O.  Addy  in 
Shakespeare’s  Marriage  CLI,  291,  309):  “  Is  it 

possible  that  Shakespeare  was  a  page  at  Kenilworth? 
Is  it  not  more  reasonable  to  suggest  that  if  ever  the 
poet  were  a  page,  that  it  was  with  Ambrose  Dudley, 
Earl  of  Warwick,  the  leader  of  the  Puritans  ?  The 
castle  is  about  eight  miles  nearer  to  Stratford  than 
Kenilworth  Castle,  and  where  cousins  of  the  Strat¬ 
ford  Rainsfords  held  important  positions  in  the 
service  of  Lord  Warwick,  and  also  in  the  Borough 
of  Warwick. 
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The  Rainsfords  who  were  contemporary  with 
Shakespeare  living  in  Stratford,  probably  derive  from 
the  Warwick  Rainsfords. 

In  the  Stratford  Registers  are  the  following: — 

1600,  February  23rd.  Alice,  daughter  of  William 
Rainsford,  baptized. 

1604,  April  2nd.  Anne,  daughter  of  William 
Rainsford,  de  peste. 

1604,  April  20th.  William  Rainsford,  de  peste. 
(The  terrible  scourge  that  took  so  many). 

(Articles  by  Alfred  Ransford,  April  and  May, 
1927,  By  kind  permission  of  the  Editor  of  “  Notes 
and  Queries.”) 

Several  names  of  the  family  occur  in  Dr.  John 
Hall’  s  cases.  The  Rainsfords  of  Clifford  were  well 
known  to  the  poet’s  family,  and  Dr.  John  Hall,  of 
New  Place,  Stratford,  was  their  regular  medical 
attendant.  The  following  are  extracts  from  his 
original  diary  : — 

“  Observations  on  Bodies  and  Diseases,  1631.” 

“  The  Lady  Rainsford,  aged  about  62,  cruelly 
tortured  with  stone,  fever,  thirst,  pains  at  the  back, 
was  cured  as  follows  : — Peil  Holland  31,  etc.,  etc. 
With  this  the  back  was  annointed — this  gave  two 
stools  ;  six  hours  afterwards  it  came  away,  was  given 
another,  prepared  only  of  the  same  decoction,  red 
sugar  and  butter  ;  she  retired  quietly  to  rest  this 
night.  This  gave  five  stools.  The  following  day  she 
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had  a  clyster,  framed  only  of  oil  of  linseed  ;  at 
bedtime  she  took  this  ;  and  so  in  the  morning  she 
was  well.” 


“  Diseases  desperate  grown 
By  desperate  appliance  are  relieved 
Or  not  at  all.” 

Hamlet. 


Another  cure  was  that  of  Squire  Rainsford,  aged 
thirty- five,  of  a  malignant  fever. 

(See  “  Notes  and  Queries,”  December  11th, 
1926.  Article  by  Alfred  Ransford  under  “  Williams- 
cote  and  Wilcotes.”)  It  is  thought  quite  possible 
that  Justice  Shallow,  in  Shakespeare’s  Play,  Henry 
IV,  Part  II,  was  a  composite  personality,  com¬ 
bining  Sir  Thomas  Lucy  and  Sir  Henry  Rains¬ 
ford.  Perhaps  this  explains  why  Justice  Shallow 
is  sometimes  described  as  of  Gloucestershire  and 
at  other  times  as  of  Warwickshire.  The  canting 
crest  of  the  Lucy’s,  viz.,  the  three  luces  or  pikes  ; 
also  the  canting  crest  of  the  Rainsford ’s,  the 
reindeer’s  head,  or  reindeer,  would  be  well-known 
to  Shakespeare,  when  he  wrote  the  lines,  which 
appear  on  the  brass  of  Hercules  Rainsford  in 
Clifford  Chambers  church  : — 

“  What  shall  we  have  that  killed  the  deer  ? 

His  leather  skin  and  horns  to  wear, 

Take  thou  no  scorne,  to  wear  the  horn  ; 

It  was  a  crest,  e’er  thou  wast  born. 

Thy  father’s  father  wore  it, 

And  thy  father  bore  it.” 

Alfred  Ransford  writes  in  “  Notes  and  Queries,” 
May  7th,  1927,  under  “  Rainsford  associations  with 
Shakespeare,  Southampton  and  Hall  ;  ” 
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“  Sir  Henry  Rainsford  and  his  wife,  nee  Anne 
Goodere,  made  constant  journeys  between  Clifford 
Chambers  and  London.  What  is  more  likely  than 
that  their  friend  and  neighbour,  William  Shakes¬ 
peare,  and  their  mutual  friend,  Michael  Drayton, 
would  accompany  them  in  these  expeditions  ;  and 
Sir  Henry  would  relate  to  them  a  story  of  the  chase, 
for  the  Rainsfords  descend  from  a  long  line  of  Royal 
foresters  and  keepers,  from  the  tempestuous  days  of 
John  of  Lackland  to  the  spacious  times  of  Queen 
Elizabeth. 


This  Sir  Henry  was  a  keen  sportsman.  On  Dec¬ 
ember  5th,  1616,  the  year  Shakespeare  died,  he 
received  letters  patent,  authorizing  him  to  empark 
and  make  a  free  warren  of  all,  or  any  part,  of  his 
lands  in  Clifford  (alias  Clifford  Chambers)  and  also  in 
Aleston  (alias  Alveston)  Co.  Warwick  ;  and  the 
Sheriff  was  directed  to  levy  £10  upon  any  person 
who  should  hunt,  etc.,  within  the  said  Manor,  over 
and  above  the  penalty  of  £10,  reserved  by  Act  of 
Parliament  for  hunting  in  parks,  etc.,  to  be  paid  to 
the  said  Sir  Henry  Rainsford,  his  heirs  and  assigns 
for  ever.  (Rol.  Pat.  14  James,  Part  II). 


The  travellers  would  break  their  journey  at  Tew 
Park,  Oxon.,  where  the  Rainsford  cousins  had  been 
settled  since  the  middle  of  the  15th  century.  They 
would  hear  of  poaching  adventures  from  Hercules 
Rainsford,  then  lord  of  Tew,  second  cousin  to  Sir 
Henry’s  father,  Hercules  of  Clifford  Chambers. 
(Hercules  was  a  popular  Christian  name  in  the  family 
after  1480,  when  Sir  Laurence  Rainsford,  High 
Sheriff  of  Essex  and  Herts.,  6  Edward  IV.,  as 
Ambassador  for  Edward  IV,  conveyed  the  Order  of 
the  Garter  to  Hercules,  Duke  of  Ferrara). 
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Copyright.  Walter  Scott. 

Shakespeare’s  Memorial  in  Church. 


Hercules  would  probably  tell  them  how  he, 
with  Mr.  Crumwell  Lee  and  Mr.  Couper,  as  Justices 
of  the  Peace  for  Oxfordshire,  had  received  instruct¬ 
ions  from  the  Privy  Council,  of  which  Ambrose,  Earl 
of  Warwick,  and  Robert,  Earl  of  Leicester,  were 
members,  at  the  instance  of  Sir  Henry  Lee,  Master 
of  the  game,  at  Woodstock,  in  reference  to  the  great 
mortality  among  the  deer  at  the  Royal  Park  at  Wood- 
stock  ;  and  how  they  were  ordered  to  provide  food 
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for  them,  it  being  an  exceptionally  hard  winter.  The 
students  of  Oxford  University  had  always  been 
notorious  poachers,  and  in  Sir  Philip  Sydney’s 
“  May  Lady,”  deer  stealing  is  described  as  a 
‘  pratty  service.’ 

Tew  Park,  about  eighteen  miles  from  Oxford, 
which  would  probably  be  accomplished  by  horse 
conveyance  in  two  hours,  had  long  been  the  centre 
of  all  that  was  best  in  chivalry,  art  and  literature, 
and  this  oasis  of  literary  aristocracy  reached  its  climax 
of  brilliance  in  the  days  of  the  illustrious  Lucius 
Carey,  Second  Viscount  Falkland. 

On  leaving  Tew  Park,  the  travellers  would 
proceed  through  Chadlington  and  Wilcote  (where 
the  ancestors  of  the  Rainsfords  and  the  de  Saucys 
had  been  royal  foresters  from  the  beginning  of  the 
twelfth  century)  ;  passing  the  Royal  Parks  of  Wood- 
stock  and  Cornbury.  At  the  latter  place  lived  and 
died  Sir  Henry  Danvers,  K.G.,  Earl  of  Danby,  son  of 
Sir  John  Danvers,  by  Elizabeth  Neville,  sometime  a 
page  to  Sir  Philip  Sidney,  and  a  special  friend  of 
Southampton,  Shakespeare’s  patron. 

On  arriving  at  Oxford,  they  would  meet  with 
Robert  Rainsford  of  Wadham,  who  migrated  thence 
from  Baliol,  where  he  received  his  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Divinity.  In  later  years,  Robert  Rainsford  was 
Rector  of  Henley-on-Thames  ;  he  died  1649.  He 
had  a  brother,  Sir  Garrett  Rainsford,  who  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  Gray’s  Inn,  February  22nd,  1620,  described 
as  the  son  of  Myles  Rainsford. 

Upon  their  arrival  in  London,  the  party  would 
meet  with  many  members  of  the  Rainsford  family. 
Henry  Rainsford  was  a  scholar  at  Westminster 
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School,  about  the  time  that  Ben  Johnson  was  there, 
under  that  prince  of  scholars,  William  Camden.  Later 
this  Henry  Rainsford  became  a  Fellow  of  Trinity 
College,  Cambridge,  and  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Divinity.  He  was  sometime  Rector  of  Stanmore 
Magna,  Middlesex.  Born  in  1582,  he  married  Mary 
Montfort,  one  of  the  daughters  of  John  Montfort, 
D.D.,  and  residentiary  of  St.  Paul’s,  London,  He 
impales  his  wife’s  Arms — Gules,  a  lion  rampant, 
double-queued  argent — the  Arms  borne  by  Simon 
de  Montfort.  Latest  researches  indicate  that  he  may 
have  been  son  of  Anthony  Rainsford,  third  son  of 
Charles  of  Clifford. 

The  travellers  would  meet  with  Paul  Rainsford, 
late  of  Elmley  Castle,  Worcestershire,  who  married 
Frances  Willoughby,  dau.  of  George  Willoughby, 
scion  of  the  house  of  Lord  Willoughby  de  Broke, 
Compton  Verney,  Warwickshire,  and  was  then  living 
in  the  parish  of  St.  Margaret’s,  Westminster,  and 
was  buried  in  that  church,  1589  ;  they  would  also 
meet  with  John  Wrenford,  or  Rainsford,  of  the 
Longdon  Branch,  Worcestershire. 

From  the  Middle  Temple  Records,  we  extract 
the  following  : — 

“  1604-5.  Admission  of  John  Wrenford  (Rains¬ 
ford)  of  New  Inn,  Gent.,  son  and  heir  of  John 
Wrenford  of  Longdon,  Worcs.,  Gent.  Specially  fined 
50/-  ” 


Also  the  further  reference  to  John  Wrenford: — 

“  1606-7.  Admission  of  Mr.  George  Gifford, 
late  of  Clement’s  Inn,  Gent.,  third  son  of  Walter 
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Gifford,  of  Highon,  Staffs.,  Esq.,  especially  fined 
^3  6s.  8d.,  bound  with  Messrs.  Ric.  Blunden,  Jun.? 
and  John  Wrenford.” 

Other  London  friends  would  be  Lucy,  Countess 
of  Bedford,  to  whom  Drayton  was  introduced  by 
Sir  Henry  Goodere,  of  Pooley  Hall,  Polesworth, 
North  Warwickshire.  Pooley  Hall  was  erected  in 
1508,  by  Sir  Thomas  Cokain;  the  estates  came  into 
the  possession  of  his  family  in  the  reign  of  Henry  IV. 
Brien  Cokayne,  1st  Lord  Cullen  of  Ashbourne,  C.R. 
1920,  taking  his  title  from  the  Derbyshire  Estates. 
This  family  lineally  descend  from  the  Wilcotes 
and  Rainsfords  of  Great  Tew,  and  Sir  Henry 
Goodere  was  Sir  Henry  Rainsford’s  father-in-law; 
they  would  readily  gain  admittance  to  the  two  power¬ 
ful  Warwickshire  Earls,  Leicester  and  Warwick, 
who  were  at  this  time  in  constant  attendance  at  the 
Court  and  Privy  Council. 

This  picture  shows  that  Shakespeare  and  his 
friends  lived  in  an  atmosphere  charged  with  all  the 
elements  conducive  to  the  production  of  literature, 
poetry  and  drama. 

Alfred  Ransford  writes  in  “  Notes  and  Queries,” 
May  22nd,  1927,  p.  383: — Shakespeare’s  patron, 
Henry  Wriothesley,  the  third  Earl  of  Southampton, 
was  born  Oct.  1573.  His  father,  a  noted  recusant, 
was  imprisoned  in  the  Tower  with  Sir  Henry 
Goodere  of  Polesworth,  Warwickshire.  He  had 
been  admitted  a  member  of  Gray’s  Inn  in  his  18th 
year  in  1587/8. 

Some  branches  of  the  Wriothesley s  and  some  of 
the  Rainsfords  were  descended  from  the  family  of 
Danvers.  Sir  Henry  Danvers  and  his  brother  Charles 
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were  the  especial  friends  of  Henry,  Third  Earl 
Southampton.  He  came  of  age  in  1594,  and  was 
greatly  interested  in  the  successful  ventures  of  the 
two  Drakes  and  Raleigh,  in  the  East  and  West  Indies, 
and  he  himself  played  an  important  part  in  the  colon¬ 
ization  of  Virginia  and  the  Bermudas.  Sir  John 
Danvers,  a  third  brother  of  Charles  and  Henry, 
Southampton’s  friends,  and  who  had  been  connected 
with  a  murder,  lived  at  Danvers’  House,  which  ad¬ 
joined  the  mansion,  once  the  home  of  Sir  Thomas 
More.  He  also  was  engaged  in  mercantile  transac¬ 
tions.  He  married  the  widow,  Magdalen  Herbert, 
mother  of  the  poet  and  divine,  George  Herbert.  She 
died  1627.  (See  Chapter  III). 

In  1612,  Southampton  was  among  those  who 
sent  forth  “  The  Discovery  ”  in  search  of  the  north¬ 
west  passage,  on  behalf  of  the  East  India  Co.  In 
1615,  a  Charter  was  secured  for  the  Bermudas — 
grant  to  Henry,  Earl  of  Southampton  ;  Lucy, 
Countess  of  Bedford  (Drayton’s  patroness)  ;  William, 
Earl  of  Pembroke  ;  William,  Lord  Paget  ;  Lord 
Cavendish  ;  Sir  Robert  Rich,  and  others. 

The  next  step  was  to  parcel  out  the  lands  in  the 
islands  ;  Dec.  17th,  1617,  Sir  Fulke  Greville  was 
admitted  ;  1618,  Sir  Richard  Tufton  and  also  Sir 
Henry  Rainsford,  the  husband  of  Drayton’s  “Idea.” 


The  Wrenfords  or  Rainsfords  of  Longdon, 
were  closely  connected  with  the  Danvers  and  Pagets; 
the  family  has  been  interested  to  receive  details  of 
this,  from  a  deed  in  the  muniment  room  of  Pull 
Court,  Tewkesbury,  of  which  the  late  Canon  Dow- 
deswell  kindly  sent  a  copy.  All  three  families  were 
ardent  Catholics. 
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In  Historical  mss  Commission,  Marquis  of 
Salisbury’s  mss  ;  we  have  1596,  Bishop  of  Worces¬ 
ter,  to  Sir  Robert  Cecil — “  Names  of  gentlewomen, 
who  refuse  the  church,  though  their  husbands  do 
not  ;  — Dorothy,  wife  of  Thomas  Ranckford  (Rains- 
ford)  Gent.” 

Thomas  Rainsfords  sisters  Dorothy  and  Fran¬ 
cesca  of  Longdon  were  each  fined  £20  twice  over 
for  recusancy  (a  large  sum  in  those  days). 

The  recusancy  laws,  though  mainly  directed 
against  Catholics,  included  Protestants  and  Puritans. 


CHAPTER  IX. 


Dr.  John  Hall. 

“  Let’s  talk  of  graves,  of  worms,  and  epitaphs  ; 

Make  dust  our  paper,  and  with  rainy  eyes 
Write  sorrow  on  the  bosom  of  the  earth. 

Let’s  choose  executors,  and  talk  of  Wills  ; 

And  yet  not  so, — for  what  can  we  bequeath, 

Save  our  deposed  bodies  to  the  ground  ?  ,  < 

.AA.  .A/,  AA.  .JA 
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And  nothing  can  we  call  our  own  but  death 
And  that  small  model  of  the  barren  earth 
Which  serves  as  paste  and  cover  to  our  bones.” 

{King  Richard  II). 

C.  C.  Stopes’  “  Shakespeare’s  Contemporaries,” 
writes  : — 

Dr.  Hall  married  Shakespeare’s  daughter,  Sus¬ 
annah,  on  June.  5th,  1607,  he  being  thirty-two,  and 
she  twenty- five  ;  their  only  daughter,  Elizabeth,  was 
baptized  at  Stratford-on-Avon,  February  21st,  1608. 
He  must  have  remained  on  friendly  terms  with  his 
father-in-law,  because  he  and  his  wife  were  left 
residuary  legatees,  and  the  executors  of  Shakes¬ 
peare’s  Will  ;  and  they  proved  the  Will  in  London, 
in  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury’s  Registry,  June, 
1616.  The  Doctor  shortly  afterwards  removed  to 
New  Place,  and  in  1617,  and  also  in  1623,  he  was 
elected  Burgess  (or  bailiff)  of  Stratford-on-Avon,  but 
was  excused  from  that  office  on  account  of  his  pro¬ 
fessional  engagements.  In  that  year,  his  mother-in- 
law,  Ann  Hathaway,  died,  the  love  of  Shakespeare’s 
youth,  and  whom  he  married  December  1582. 

*  *  * 

The  affidavit  of  Shakespeare’s  marriage  to  Ann 
Hathaway  is  to  be  seen  in  its  original  Latin  form, 
and  also  translated  into  English,  in  the  church  of 
S.  Michael,  Worcester,  now  used  as  the  Ecclesiastical 
Record  Office. 
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The  touching  ideas  of  her  epitaph  were  doubt¬ 
less  Susannah’s,  put  into  Latin  by  Dr.  Hall  ;  they 
go  far  to  repel  the  unpleasant  suggestions  so  many 
writers  on  Shakespeare  have  made  on  Ann 
Hathaway  : — 

“  Thou,  my  mother,  gavest  me  life,  thy  breast 
and  milk  ;  alas,  for  such  great  bounty  to  me,  I  shall 
give  thee  a  stone  ;  how  much  rather,  I  would  intreat 
the  good  angel  to  move  the  stone,  so  that  thy  figure 
might  come  forth,  as  did  the  Body  of  Christ.  But  my 
prayers  avail  nothing.  Come  quickly,  O  Christ.  My 
mother  lies  closed  in  the  tomb  ;  she  will  rise  again 
and  seek  the  stars.” 

Dr.  John  Hall  was  a  deeply  religious  man  who 
felt  the  constant  presence  of  an  ever-living  God.  He 
faithfully  attended  Catholics,  Protestants  and  Puri¬ 
tans  alike,  with  a  devotion  that  undermined  his 
health. 

On  his  tombstone  is  written: — 

“  Here  lyeth  the  body  of  John  Hall,  Gent.  He 
married  Susannah,  daughter  and  co-heiress  of  William 
Shakespeare,  Gent.,  and  deceased  Nov.  25th,  Anno 
1635,  aged  60  years.” 

It  is  not  known  who  wrote  his  epitaph,  trans¬ 
lated  as  follows  : — 

“Here  is  interred  Hall,  most  famed  in  medical 
art,  awaiting  the  glorious  joys  of  the  Kingdom  of  God. 
Worthy  was  he  by  his  deserts,  to  surpass  Nestor  in 
years  ;  but  impartial  Time  snatches  away  all  men  on 
earth.  Lest  anything  be  wanting  in  the  tomb,  his 
most  faithful  spouse  is  there  ;  and  he  has  the 
companion  of  life  now  also  in  death,” 
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He  had  left  a  house  in  London  to  his  wife,  a 
house  and  a  meadow  in  Acton  to  his  daughter  Eliza¬ 
beth  ;  and  his  study  of  books  to  his  son-in-law, 
Thomas  Nash.  Elizabeth  died  before  her  second 
husband,  Sir  John  Barnard,  and  was  buried,  February 
17th,  1669/70  at  Abington  Northamptonshire.  She 
made  a  Will  leaving  him  everything  for  life  ;  and 
fully  disposed  of  all  her  property  thereafter  to  the 
Harts,  the  Hathaways  and  her  own  friends  and 
relatives.  Her  second  husband  did  not  put  up  any 
tombstone  to  her  memory,  and  on  his  death  in  1674, 
his  children  by  his  first  wife,  in  recording  h is  epitaph, 
did  nothing  to  commemorate  the  only  daughter  of  the 
distinguished  Dr.  Hall,  and  the  grand-child  and  last 
lineal  descendant  of  the  much  more  distinguished 
William  Shakespeare. 

A  brass  plate  has  since  been  placed  in  Abington 
Church  by  Stanley  Cooper,  Esq.,  of  Oxford,  in 
remembrance  of  her. 

Alfred  Ransford,  writes  in  “  Notes  and  Queries,” 
October  24th  and  31st,  1931,  under  “  John  Hall, 
Shakespeare’s  son-in-law,  and  Hall  of  Idlicote,”  as 
follows  : — 

“  Dr.  John  Hall,  Shakespeare’s  son-in-law,  the 
distinguished  and  fashionable  physician,  who  was 
born  in  1575,  and  died  in  1635,  is  to  be  identified, 
without  doubt,  with  the  John  Hall  who  matriculated 
at  Oxford  from  Balliol  on  February  4th,  1592,  being 
described  as  a  native  of  Worcestershire,  and  son  of 
a  gentleman,  aged  sixteen,  taking  his  B.A.  degree  in 
1595,  and  his  M.A.  in  1598.  (Historical  Register  of 
the  University  of  Oxford,  i,  ii,  ii  187,  iii  190). 

It  is  not  known  from  what  part  of  Worcester¬ 
shire  he  came,  but  this  may  be  indicated  with  a 
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considerable  amount  of  certainty,  as  the  City  of 
Worcester,  or  its  immediate  neighbourhood.  We 
learn  from  the  Worcestershire  Visitations,  Nash’s 
History  of  Worcestershire  and  the  Victoria  History 
(Vol:  IV)  that  there  was  a  family  of  Hall,  who  lived 
at  Henwick,  part  of  which  is  now  merged  in  the 
Borough  of  Worcester  included  in  Hallow.  Branches 
of  this  family  spread  to  Bromsgrove,  Esbury  (East- 
bury)  and  Suckley. 

The  Bishops  of  Worcester  held  land  called 
Woodhall,  which  formed  part  of  the  Manor  of 
Hallow,  until  this  was  confiscated,  under  the 
Commonwealth  and  sold  to  William  Combe  in  1648 
(?  of  the  Combes  of  Astley). 

Suckley  Manor,  in  early  times,  belonged  to  the 
Hungerfords,  who  were  a  branch  of  the  Warwick¬ 
shire  Ardens.  'Sir  John  Hungerford,  by  his  Will 
dated  1524  (Warwickshire  Visitations  176)  left 
Suckley  to  his  son,  Sir  Anthony  Hungerford.  In 
1571,  the  Manor  was  sold  to  Edward  Colles  of  Leigh. 
The  Halls  of  Suckley  and  Lulsley  bore  the  same 
Arms  as  the  Halls  of  Henwick. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  Dr.  John  Hall  was  the 
son  of  Richard  Hall  of  Idlicote,  but  the  fact  that 
Dr.  John  Hall  bore  a  different  Coat  of  Arms  from 
Richard  Hall,  was  felt  to  be  a  difficulty. 

Alfred  Ransford  proves  that  they  were  not 
father  and  son,  but  distant  cousins,  representing 
different  branches  of  the  same  family  tree,  viz.,  the 
Fitz- Williams,  who  bore  the  Talbot  Arms.  An 
ancestor,  Edward  Hall,  married  a  Great  Tew  heiress 
and  discarded  his  own  Arms,  the  talbots  or  dogs, 
and  adopted  the  de  Preaux  Arms,  Argent  an  eagle 
displayed  gules. 
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Dr.  John  Hall  was  not  connected  directly  with 
the  Tew  heiresses,  and  bears  the  ancient  Arms  of  the 
Fitzwilliams,  with  a  difference  ;  Sable  three  talbots’ 
heads  erased  argent  ;  still  to  be  seen  on  his  grave¬ 
stone  in  Stratford-on-Avon  Church,  Alfred 
Ransford  continues  : — 

“  Richard  Hall,  gentleman,  of  Idlicote,  Co. 
Warwick,  who  died  22nd  August,  1602,  and  was 
buried  26th  August,  as  recorded  in  the  Idlicote 
Parish  Registers,  bore  for  his  Arms  the  eagle  dis¬ 
played.  In  the  Gloucestershire  Visitations,  p.  145, 
these  Arms  are  ascribed  to  John  Hall,  of  Idlicote, 
that  Christian  name  being  given  in  error,  ‘  John  ’ 
should  read  ‘  Richard.’ 

The  Longdon  and  Cumberland  Rainsfords  also 
bore  Argent  an  eagle  displayed  gules. 

Richard  Hall’s  remote  ancestors  were  of  Great- 
ford  Hall,  Co.  Lincolnshire,  and  bore,  according  to 
Robson  (Vol.  I)  Argent  a  chevron  engrailed  between 
three  talbots’  heads  erased  sa.  Crest,  out  of  a  ducal 
coronet  on  a  plume  of  feathers  thereon,  a  demi-lion 
rampant  of  the  first.  According  to  Burke’s  “  Landed 
Gentry,”  Vol  I,  p.  526,  they  also  bore,  Argent  a 
chevron  engrailed,  between  three  talbots’  heads 
erased,  sa.,  a  star  of  six  points  wavy  or.  Crest,  a 
talbot’s  head,  erased,  sa.,  spotted,  or.  Motto  : 
“  Remember,  and  forget  not.”  The  Halls  of  Leices¬ 
ter  bore  for  their  arms,  Azure  crusily,  sa,  three 
talbots’  heads  erased,  of  the  last  (Robson,  Vol.  I). 
Fairbairn’s  “  Book  of  Crests  ”  (Book  II,  p.  247) 
gives  for  their  crest,  a  talbot’s  head,  sa.  Motto  : 
“Remember,  and  forget  not.”  These  Leicestershire 
Halls  were  descended  from  those  of  Worcestershire, 
trom  whom  we  derive  Dr.  John  Hall,  Shakespeare’s 
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son-in-law.  The  Halls  and  Rainsfords  were  cousins, 
quartering  the  same  Arms,  and  living  on  intimate 
terms  with  one  another  on  their  respective  estates  ; 
Swerford  Park,  the  chief  seat  of  the  Halls,  and  Great 
Tew  Park,  the  principal  seat  of  the  Rainsfords,  ad¬ 
joined.  From  Swerford  Park  branches  of  the  Halls 
spread  to  South  Newenton,  Barford  St.  Michael, 
about  3  miles  north-east  of  Swerford,  Banbury, 
about  7  miles  to  the  north-east,  and  Idlicote,  Co. 
Warwick.  At  the  same  time  with  the  Halls  there 
were  also  branches  of  their  Rainsford  cousins 
living  at  Banbury  ;  and  the  intimacy  of  the  two 
families  was  increased  when,  in  1526,  William  Rains¬ 
ford,  representing  a  younger  branch  of  the  Tew 
Rainsfords,  settled  at  Clifford  Chambers,  about  2 
miles  from  Stratford-on-Avon.  William  Rainsford ’s 
great-grandson,  Sir  Henry  Rainsford,  married  Ann 
Goodere  (Drayton’s  ‘  Idea  ’)  who  was  attended  by 
Dr.  John  Hall.” 

Mr.  E.  A.  B.  Barnard  in  his  recent  book,“  New 
Links  with  Shakespeare,”  tells  us  that  the  documents 
on  which  his  book  is  based  were  found  in  1925  in  an 
old  chest,  which  for  many  years  had  been  lying  in  an 
upper  room  at  Hanley  Court,  in  the  parish  of  Hanley 
William,  near  Tenbury,  Co.  Worcester.  The  docu¬ 
ments  are  known  as  the  ‘  Hanley  Court  Collection.’ 
Some  of  them  have  a  direct  bearing  on  the  Halls  of 
Idlicote  and  Swerford.  For  example,  there  is  a 
document,  dated  26th  October,  1553,  in  which 
appears  a  certain  ‘  Richard  Hall  of  Little  Compton, 
about  7  miles  west  of  Swerford,  Co.  Gloucestershire, 
gentleman.’  Alfred  Ransford  says: — “  There  can 
be  little  doubt  that  this  man  is  identical  with  Richard 
of  Idlicote,  and  we  have  here  an  interesting  con¬ 
nection  between  the  two  branches  of  Hall.  At 
the  same  time  that  Richard  Hall  was  at  Little 
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Compton,  Thomas  Rainsford  was  also  living  there; 
he  was  the  second  son  of  John  Rainsford  of  That- 
cham,  Berks.,  and  nephew  of  Sir  William  Rains¬ 
ford  of  Great  Tew,  who  married  Jane  Osbaldeston.” 

Sir  William  in  his  Will  dated  1557,  April 
6th,  leaves  to  ‘  Thomas  Rainsford,  my  brother’s 
son,  £10:  This  Thomas,  married  Barbara,  young¬ 
er  daughter  of  Dr.  Thomas  Bentley,  physician 
to  Henry  VIII.  His  Will  was  proved  4th  March,  1549. 
Bentley,  with  advancing  years,  gave  up  his  practice 
in  London  and  returned  to  the  home  of  his  family  at 
Stratford-upon-Avon.  In  1543,  he  hired  4  New 
Place  ’  from  the  Cloptons  for  a  term  of  years,  which 
was  afterwards  altered  into  a  life-tenure  for  himself 
and  his  wife.  His  Will  is  dated  January,  1548.  In 
1597,  New  Place  passed  from  the  Cloptons  by 
purchase,  to  William  Shakespeare,  as  stated  in 
Chapter  VIII. 

Richard  Hall  of  Idlicote,  gentleman,  and  Joyce, 
his  wife,  in  a  document  dated  3rd  Oct.,  1563,  lease 
to  Richard  Osbaldeston  of  Swerford,  gentleman,  a 
capital  messuage,  called  Lyons  Place,  at  Swerford, 
then  in  the  tenure  of  George  and  Mary  Osbaldeston, 
father  and  mother  of  the  said  Richard  Osbaldeston. 
(H.C.C.)  Thomas  Lyons  has  a  place  in  the  descent 
of  Rainsford  of  Great  Tew,  and  the  Lyons  arms  are 
the  eighth  quartering  of  Rainsford,  Per  pale  or,  and 
azure  a  chevron  ermine.  John  Osbaldeston  of  Chad- 
lington,  married  Ann,  daughter  of  Richard  Hall, 
of  Swerford,  circa.  1500  (?  grandfather  of  Richard 
Hall  of  Idlicote)  and  their  son  George,  was  of  Lyons 
Place,  Swerford.  George’s  sister,  Jane,  married  Sir 
William  Rainsford  of  Great  Tew. 

“  A  red  wax  seal  attached  to  the  schedule  of 
6th  Sept.,  1582,  signed  by  Richard  Hall,  reveals  the 
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eagle,  displayed,  being  the  Arms  argent,  an  eagle, 
displayed  gules  of  Hall,  Swerford,  South  Newenton 
and  Banbury.”  (H.C.C.).  The  arms  are  the  same 
as  those  given  in  the  Gloucestershire  Visitations, 
p  145. 

Richard  Hall’s  wife,  Joyce,  was  a  daughter  of 
Walter  Blount  of  Astley,  Co.  Worcs.,  and  the  widow 
of  Hugh  Reynolds  of  Stratford-upon-Avon.  In 
Astley  Church,  Co.  Worcs.,  there  is  a  monument  to 
Walter  Blount,  Esquire,  who  died  in  1561,  and 
Isabel  (Acton)  his  wife. 

On  6th  Sept.,  1582,  a  marriage  settlement  was 
drawn  up  between  “  Richard  Hall  of  Idlicote  and 
Joyce  Hall,  his  wife,  and  also  between  Walter  Savage 
of  Broadway,  Co.  Worcs.,  one  of  the  sons  of  Ann 
Daston,  widow,  wife  of  Anthony  Daston,  Esquire, 
deceased,  and  formerly  the  wife  of  Francis  Savage 
of  Elmley  Castle,  Co.  Worcs.,  Esquire,  also  de¬ 
ceased,  and  Elizabeth  Savage,  now  wife  of  the 
said  Walter  Savage,  and  heiress  apparent  of  the  said 
Richard  Hall.”  (H.C.C.)  Ann  Daston,  referred  to 
in  the  Hanley  Court  Collection,  was  the  daughter  of 
William  Sheldon  of  Beoly,  Esquire,  Co.  Worcs.,  and 
in  the  time  of  her  first  husband,  Francis  Savage  of 
Elmley  Castle,  was  executrix  of  the  Will  of  Edmund 
Rainsford,  of  the  same  place,  dated  1558,  Dec.  2. 

There  were  links  with  the  family  of  Bonner 
which  must  not  be  overlooked,  since  they  connected 
the  two  branches  of  Hall  represented  by  Richard  of 
Idlicote,  and  Dr.  John  of  Stratford.  Edmund  Bonner, 
Bishop  of  London,  1540-59,  was  born  at  Elmley 
Castle  (Pari.  Papers  (1872)  xlvi,  No.  345)  said  to  be 
a  natural  son  of  one  of  the  Savages  of  Elmjey  Castle, 
or  of  Frodsham,  North  Cheshire,  from  whom  the 
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former  derive.  Christopher  Savage,  the  grandfather 
of  Walter  Savage  of  Broadway,  who  married  Eliza¬ 
beth,  daughter  and  heir  of  Richard  Hall  of  Idlicote, 
held  in  1521  the  Manor  of  Broad  Campden,  which 
passed  from  the  Savages  to  Thomas  Bonner,  who 
held  a  moiety  of  the  manor  in  1540.  Bonner  married 
Anna,  daughter  of  John  Fulwood  of  Ford  Hall  in 
Wooton-Wawen,  Co.  Warwick.  (Fox-Davies  bn 
Bastardy,  points  out  that  our  opinions  on  matrimony 
are  of  modern  growth.  In  the  13th,  14th  15th  and  16th 
centuries,  when  fundamental  principles  were  in  the 
making,  it  was  not  considered  a  disgrace  to  have  an 
illegitimate  son,  nor  was  it  considered  that  to  be 
illegitimate  carried  the  personal  stigma  that  came 
later.  William  the  Conqueror  calls  himself,  “  I 
William,  the  Bastard.”) 

Charles  Rainsford,  lord  of  the  Manor  of  Cliff¬ 
ord  Chambers,  who  was  presented  in  1564  as  a 
strong  Protestant,  refers  in  his  Will  (dated  1578, 
April  26th)  to  his  goods  at  Tanworth,  near  Wooton 
Wawen,  and  leaves  the  Alisbure  land  to  ‘  John 
Fulwoode,  my  sonne-in-lawe.’  Charles  had  a 
daughter,  Joan,  who  married  Thomas  Hawes  of 
Idlicote,  and  they  had  a  son,  Thomas,  who  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Browne,  of  Wood- 
house,  Co.  Warwick.  Thomas  Bonner,  who  married 
Anna  Fulwood,  had  a  son  Anthony,  of  Broad  Camp¬ 
den,  who  married  Margery  Croker  (?  a  form  of 
Croke,  alias  Blount)  of  Hooknorton,  and  her  daugh¬ 
ter  Margaret  married  John  Bonner,  of  Swerford. 
Margery  Croker  married  secondly,  Henry  Stratford 
of  Farmcote,  lord  of  Guiting  Power,  in  1608. 

Anthony  Bonner,  had  by  his  wife,  Margaret 
Croker,  another  daughter,  Mary,  who  married  (1) 
William  Young  of  Caynton,  Co.  Salop,  and  (2) 
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Thomas  Coombes  of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  to  whom 
Shakespeare  left  his  sword.  Anthony’s  brother, 
William  Bonner,  married  Jane  Harris,  sister  of  John 
Harris,  of  Broad  Campden,  father  of  Dr.  Robert 
Harris,  the  Puritan  President  of  Trinity  College, 
Oxford,  who  had  close  associations  with  Stratford- 
upon-Avon.  Dr.  Robert  Harris  had  a  brother, 
Nicholas,  of  Long  Itchington  ;  a  kinsman  of  theirs, 
also  named  Nicholas  of  Chilson  in  the  parish  of 
Charlbury,  Co.  Oxon.,  had  a  daughter  Anne  who 
married  Samuel  Hall  of  Barford  St.  Michael’s.  Will 
dated  1639.  Samuel  was  a  great-grandson  of  Richard 
Hall,  the  Judge  of  Swerford,  temp.,  Henry  VII 
(Oxfordshire  Visitations,  p.  270). 

John  Bonner,  mentioned  above,  is  referred  to  in 
a  H.C.C.  document  dated  1  June,  1591,  in  which  we 
find  ‘  Richard  and  Joyce  Hall,  nee  Blount,  together 
with  Walter  and  Elizabeth  Savage,  of  Broadway  and 
Richard  Butler  of  Halford,  Co.  Warwick,  and  Mary 
his  wife,  leave  to  John  Bonner  of  Swerford,  gentle¬ 
man,  the  aforesaid  capital  messuage  called  Lyon’s 
Place.’  This  indenture  is  executed  by  John  Bonner. 

In  the  Chancery  Proceedings  Elizabeth  R.  10/62. 
Robins  v.  Rainsford  and  Edwards,  1598,  May  23, 
in  an  appeal  re  the  Manor  of  Great  Tew,  the  defen¬ 
dant,  Hercules  Raynsford  refers  to  one  Edward  Hall. 
This  Edward,  we  suggest,  was  brother  of  Richard 
of  Idlicote,  the  two  being  sons  of  Edward  Hall 
of  Swerford  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  living  in  1537. 

When  Charles  Rainsford ’s  daughter,  Mary 
(buried  at  Clifford  Chambers,  1575,  July  7)  married 
John  Fulwood,  she  brought  the  Clifford  Chambers 
Rainsfords  into  close  alliance  with  the  poet,  and  his 
son-in-law,  Dr.  John  Hall.  Baldwin  Barnard  (died 
1618)  married  Elena  Fulwood  (died  1634)  ;  Baldwin 
Barnard  was  the  father  of  Sir  John  Barnard,  who 


DR.  JOHN  HALL 


173 


married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Dr.  John  Hall,  and 
granddaughter  of  Shakespeare.  Job  Dighton,  Esq., 
who  succeeded  the  Rainsfords  at  Clifford  Chambers, 
was  appointed  one  of  the  Trustees  for  that  part  of 
the  estate  which  Elizabeth  Hall  inherited  through 
her  mother.  “  From  William  Shakespeare,  gent., 
my  grandfather.”  Dighton’s  grandson,  Richard, 
married  Alice,  daughter  of  Francis  Kite  of  Ebrington, 
in  1687.  Through  this  marriage  a  branch  of  the 
Kites  settled  at  Clifford  Chambers  and  intermarried 
with  the  Shakespeare  Harts,  of  whom  more  in  the 
last  chapter. 

John  Shakespeare,  a  cousin  of  the  poet,  was  a 
tenant  of  Charles  Rainsford  of  Clifford  Chambers. 
In  the  vestry  of  the  Church  of  St.  Helen,  Clifford, 
may  be  seen  an  ancient  iron-bound  chest  (a  dug-out) 
possibly  older  than  the  present  church,  and  an 
ancient  bier,  now  under  the  church  tower,  which 
bears  on  a  brass  plate  the  following  inscription  : — 
‘  Will  of  John  Shakespeare  of  Clifford  Chambers.’ 
The  son  and  heir  of  Hercules  Rainsford  of  Great 
Tew,  was  Edward  of  the  Grove,  Sandford,  near 
Great  Tew,  to  whose  Will,  dated  1624,  Aug.  25th, 
the  first  witness  is  Henry  Bonner.  This  is  the  last 
member  of  the  Bonner  family  concerned  with  this 
branch  of  the  Halls  and  Rainsfords. 

A  last  reference  must  here  be  made  to  the  Hanley 
Court  Collection — regarding  a  document  dated  26th 
Oct.,  without  year,  which  concerns  Hercules  Rayns- 
ford,  of  Clifford  Chambers,  and  refers  to  ‘  words 
which  passed  between  Ralphe  Gybbes  and  Rycharde 
Hall,  gentleman,  at  Shippston-uppon-Stower,  the 
xxvith  of  Oct.  laste  paste,  before  me  Hercules  Rayns- 
forde,  and  others  as  followethe,  etc.,  etc.’  Alfred 
Ransford  is  inclined  to  think  that  this  Hercules  has 
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been  confused  with  his  cousin  Hercules  Rainsford  of 
Great  Tew.  As  we  have  seen,  the  latter  Hercules 
was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  closely  related  to 
Richard  Hall  through  the  Osbaldestons,  his  mother 
being  Jane  Osbaldeston,  the  wife  of  Sir  William 
Rainsford.  Hercules  Rainsford  of  Clifford  Chambers 
was  not  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  died  in  1583,  aged 
39,  and  was  buried  at  Clifford  Chambers,  where  a 
handsome  brass  commemorates  his  name.  A  con¬ 
siderable  part  of  his  time  was  spent  in  Ireland,  as 
Governor  of  Limerick  Castle,  and  later  of  Dublin 
Castle  ;  he  was  also  associated  with  Sir  Henry 
Sidney,  Lord  Deputy  of  Ireland. 

Richard  Hall,  of  Swerford,  Esquire,  Judge  of 
Assize,  temp.  Henry  VII,  was  the  father  of  John, 
of  South  Newenton  (‘  Oxfordshire  Visitations  ’  p. 
270).  This  John  was  presumably  the  brother  of 
Edward,  whose  name  occurs  in  a  document  of  1535. 
He  was  the  father  of  Richard  of  Idlicote,  who  married 
Joyce  Blount,  and  died  in  1602.  We  may  safely 
assume  that  the  judge’s  father  or  grandfather,  wras 
the  son  of  Richard  of  Swrerford,  whose  name  occurs 
in  1412,  in  the  earliest  Hanley  Court  Collection.  He 
was  the  son  or  grandson  of  Edward  Hall  of  Greatford 
Hall,  Co.  Lincoln,  circa.  1350  (‘  Warwickshire 
Visitations,’  p.  49).  The  reason  for  Edward’s  settle¬ 
ment  in  Oxfordshire  was  his  marriage  with  Margaret 
Wakested  or  Warfield,  daughter  of  Sir  Richard 
Wakested  or  Warfield  of  Great  Tew,  Margaret 
was  descended,  through  several  heiresses,  from  John 
de  Preaux,  to  whom  the  Manor  of  Great  Tew  was 
given  by  his  cousin  Ralph  Meschin,  Earl  of  Chester, 
in  1203  ;  and  it  was  owing  to  this  marriage  that 
Edward  Hall  discarded  the  ancient  arms  of  the  Halls, 
three  talbots’  heads,  crest,  a  plume  of  feathers,  and 
adopted  those  of  de  Preaux,  which  were,  an  eagle 
displayed,  or  (the  Genealogist,  N.S.  iii,  173).  Edward 
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of  Greatford  Hall  belonged  to  ‘  a  family  of  great 
antiquity  and  high  consideration,’  who  were  them¬ 
selves  a  scion  of  the  Fitz-Williams  of  Clixby,  of  the 
same  lineage  as  Earl  Fitz- William.  A  younger  son 
of  that  house,  Arthur  Fitz- William  of  the  Hall,  was 
called  to  distinguish  him  from  his  brothers,  Arthur 
of  the  Hall,  and  that  designation  became  in  the 
sequel  Arthur  Hall.  Many  of  his  descendants  were, 
for  generations  after,  christened  Fitz-William  Hall. 
(Burke’s  ‘  Landed  Gentry,’  Vol.  I,  p.  526).  The 
crests  of  the  Fitz-Williams  are  (1)  out  of  a  Ducal 
coronet  or,  a  triple  plume  of  ostrich  feathers,  arg. 
(2)  a  griffin’s  head  passant,  or. 

The  family  of  Hall,  alias  Fitz-William,  has  been 
supposed,  but  erroneously,  to  be  of  Anglo-Saxon 
origin.  It  was  of  Flemish  origin,  and  derived  its 
original  name  of  de  Clerfai,  from  Clerfai,  near 
Avesnes.  From  this  family  descended  William  Fitz- 
Godric  or  De  Clarefai,  who  was  of  note  in  the  reign 
of  Stephen.  He  is  mentioned,  1142,  by  John  Prior 
of  Hagulstad,  as  having  escaped  from  Randolf,  Earl 
of  Chester,  to  Tickhill  Castle.  From  this  family,  also 
descended  William  FitzWilliam,  Lord  of  Sprot- 
borough,  from  whom  descended  the  FitzWilliams, 
Earls  of  Southampton,  Viscounts  FitzWilliam,  and 
Earls  FitzWilliam.  (‘The  Norman  People,’  p.  244). 

John  Hall,  Bishop  of  Bristol,  who  died  1709/10, 
aged  seventy-seven,  and  was  buried  at  Bromsgrove, 
was  the  son  of  the  Rev.  John  Hall,  born  circa.  1600, 
Vicar  of  Bromsgrove,  and  grandson  of  Richard  Hall, 
born  1570,  of  Worcester,  clothier,  by  Elizabeth  nee 
Bonner,  his  wife.  This  connection  with  the  family 
of  Bonner  is  interesting,  for  it  connects  these  Halls 
with  Hall  of  Swerford,  Oxfordshire,  who  bore  for 
their  Arms,  Argent  an  eagle  displayed  gules. 
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On  a  monument  in  Bronsgrove  Church,  to  a 
member  of  the  Worcestershire  family,  are  the  arms, 
Sable  crusily,  argent  three  talbots’  heads  erased 
of  the  last  langued  gules.  The  crosslets  were  prob¬ 
ably  charged  on  their  shield,  owing  to  some  members 
of  the  family  having  held  official  positions  in  the 
church.  Esbury  (Eastbury)  and  Henwick,  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  the  Hall  family,  are  both  in  the  Chapelry 
of  Hallow,  and  were  purchased  by  Thomas  Hall  from 
Sir  Humphrey  Stafford,  Knt.  Penn  gives  the  coat 
of  the  Halls  of  Esbury  as,  Argent,  three  talbots’ 
heads  erased  sable  langued  gules.  It  appears  from 
Nash  (i,  475),  that  in  1617,  Thomas  Hall  was  of 
‘  Estbury,’  Edward  Hall,  of  Henwick,  and  another 
Thomas  Hall,  of  Hallow. 

William  Hall,  of  Leicester,  son  of  Anthony 
Hall,  of  Henwick  (Worcester  Visitations,  65),  bore 
for  his  arms  Azure,  crusily  sa.  three  talbots’  heads. 
(Robson,  Vol  I).  Motto  :  “  Remember,  and  forget 
not.”  (Fairbairn’s  ‘  Book  of  Crests  ’).  This  is  the 
same  motto  as  that  of  Hall  of  Greatford  Hall,  Co. 
Line.,  from  whom  descended  Richard  Hall  of 
Idlicote. 

An  estate  at  Suckley  belonged  to  the  Priory  of 
Little  Malvern  early  in  the  fourteenth  century. 
In  1535  the  Priory’s  estate  in  Suckley  and  Alfrick 
was  valued  at  £2  16s.  It  was  granted  in  1544,  to 
John  Fox  and  Thomas  Hall  of  Henwick,  and,  like 
Lulsley,  it  seems  to  have  passed  to  Hall,  who  died 
seized  of  it,  in  1557.  John  Hall,  Thomas’s  successor, 
sold  it  in  1564  to  his  brother  Edmund,  who  died 
seized  of  it,  in  1605,  when  his  son  Thomas  succeeded. 
Thomas  had  livery  of  this  manor  in  1608.  It  may  be 
identified  with  an  estate  known  as  ‘  The  Hall  House,’ 
held  by  John  Hall  in  1647.  The  manor  of  Lulsley, 
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adjoining  Knightwick,  was  granted  in  1544  to  John 
Fox  and  Thomas  Hall  of  Henwick,  and  Thomas 
Hall’s  descendant,  Edward,  was  succeeded  in  1616 
by  his  son  and  namesake.  His  widow,  Anne,  sub¬ 
sequently  married  William  Ingram  of  Earl’s  Court, 
Worcs.  and  was  obliged  to  convey  most  of  her 
husband’s  estate  to  her  father,  Sir  John  Tracey,  of 
Toddington,  near  Winchcomb,  Co.  Glos.,  for  the 
payment  of  Edward’s  debts. 

Several  well-known  families  in  Gloucestershire 
and  Warwickshire  are  mentioned  in  Wills  and  other 
documents  in  connection  with  this  branch  of  the 
Hall  family,  viz.,  Croke,  alias  Blount,  Grosvenor, 
Rainsford,  Trye  or  Troyte,  and  Turner.  We  shall 
read  more  of  the  Turners  in  the  last  Chapter. 

Charles,  of  Clifford  Chambers  and  his  brothers, 
John  and  William,  were  sons  of  William  Rainsford, 
by  his  wife,  Joan  Alderfull,  or  Alderford,  who  was 
the  daughter  of  Walter  Alderford  by  Joan,  daughter 
and  sole  heiress  of  Thomas  Brooke  of  Knightwick, 
Co.  Worcs.  (See  Warwickshire  Visitations,  p.  58). 
Here,  would  be,  doubtless,  the  principal  reason  for 
the  removal  of  the  Clifford  Chambers  Rainsfords 
to  Suckley,  since  their  grandparents  were  living  in 
the  adjoining  village  of  Knightwick.  In  the  Rains¬ 
ford  Wills,  several  of  them  are  described  as  ‘  hus¬ 
bandmen,’  and  they  apparently  farmed  the  lands 
under  the  Halls.  At  the  present  time,  the  Priory  land 
at  Suckley  is  still  farmed  by  a  William  Rainsford,  or 
Ranford.  The  Suckley  Registers,  unfortunately,  do 
not  commence  till  1695,  but  the  Knightwick  Regis¬ 
ters,  including  Dodenham,  commence  in  1539  and 
were  published  in  1891,  edited  by  Joseph  Bowstead 
Wilson,  Rector  of  Knightwick.  Almost  the  earliest 
entry  relates  to  John  Alderfull,  or  Alderford  :  1540. 
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“  The  sonne  of  John  Alderfull  was  baptized 
xiith  day  of  February,  1549/  ‘  Elizabeth  Aider- 

full  the  daughter  of  John  Alderfull,  was  bap. 
xiiith  day  of  July,  1551.’  ‘  Joyce  Alderfull  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  Alderfull,  was  bap.  xix  of  July,  1549.’ 
These  Alderfords  came  from  Salford,  four  miles 
south  of  Alcester,  about  five  miles  S.W.  of  Strat¬ 
ford-upon-Avon.  The  entries  regarding  the  Halls 
of  Suckley,  Alfrick,  Knightwick,  Lulsley,  and 
Cradley,  villages  all  close  together,  are  very  numer¬ 
ous.  Sometimes  Hall  is  spelt  Hale,  and  this  suggests 
that  possibly  Hale  is  a  form  of  Hall.  To  give  an 
example  from  the  Knightwick  Registers  : 

‘1578.  John  Hale ,  the  son  of  Rowlande  Hall  of 
Cradley,  was  bap.  vi  of  October.  Ano.  P.  Dicto.’ 

The  Will  of  John  Rainsford  of  Suckley,  dated 
March,  1562,  mentions  his  daughter  Luci,  and  also 
Thomas  Rainsford,  William  Rainsford  and  Walter 
Rainsford  (no  relationship  given)  ;  he  appoints  his 
wife  sole  executrix,  and  ordains  Ric.  Pyeford,  Gent., 
Rowland  Long,  and  Richard  Sandys,  overseers.  The 
witnesses  are  Thomas  Nash  and  James  Hall.  The 
Sandys’  chief  seat  was  Ombersley,  miles  west  of 
Droitwich.  They  came  originally  from  Cumberland. 
Thomas  Nash,  presumably,  was  of  the  family  of 
Nash  of  Old  Stratford.  Anthony  Nash  of  Welcombe, 
and  Richard  Hall  of  Idlicote,  were  parties  to  a  lease 
in  1582.  Anthony  Nash  was  buried  at  Stratford- 
upon-Avon,  18th  Nov.,  1622,  and  in  1626  his  son 
Thomas  married  Shakespeare’s  grand-daughter, 
Elizabeth  Hall.  It  was  to  a  Mrs.  Ann  Nash  that 
Edward  Ransford  of  Gups  Hill,  conveyed  that 
Manor  in  1835. 

Among  the  witnesses  to  the  Will  of  William 
Rainsford,  1568,  are  James  Hall  of  Cradley,  John 
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Hall,  Parson  of  Suckley,  and  Charles  Gravenor  or 
Grosvenor.  The  Grosvenors  were  of  Sutton  Cold¬ 
field,  Co.  Warwick,  descended  from  the  Grosvenors 
of  Eaton  Hall,  Cheshire,  who  intermarried  with  the 
Brooks,  who  were  from  Norton,  North  Cheshire, 
four  miles  from  Frodsham,  the  chief  seat  of  the 
Savages. 


There  are  a  few  more  names  which  should  be 
mentioned  as  links  connecting  Dr.  John  Hall  of 
Stratford-upon-Avon,  with  the  Halls  of  Suckley, 
Henwick,  and  Worcester,  and  also  with  the  Halls  of 
Idlicote  and  Swerford. 


The  first  is  Julian  Bradshaw,  of  Worcester,  who 
was  the  husband  of  Alice  Savage,  step-daughter  of 
Alderman  William  Smith,  mercer,  of  High  Street, 
Stratford-upon-Avon,  a  prominent  townsman,  friend 
of  Alderman  John  Shakespeare,  the  Poet’s  father. 
Alderman  Smith  was  a  widower,  with  a  daughter, 
when  he  married,  for  his  second  wife,  Mistress  Alice 
Savage,  a  widow,  with  two  daughters  by  Richard 
Savage  of  Evesham,  who  died  1551.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Master  Thomas  Watson  of  Bengworth, 
and  sister  of  John  Watson,  M.A.,  Fellow  of  All 
Souls’,  Oxford,  of  cautious  Protestant  principles, 
appointed  later  Bishop  of  Winchester.  Alice  Savage 
was  married  to  Julian  Bradshaw  in  Stratford  Church, 
14th  June,  1568.  Her  sister,  Elizabeth,  was  married 
in  Stratford  Church,  on  Easter  Monday,  8th  April, 
1577,  to  Master  William  Saye,  Registrar  of  Causes 
Ecclesiastical,  and  Proctor  of  the  Arches  in  London. 
(‘  Shakespeare  Studies,’  Fripp).  The  Savages  of 
Bengworth  were,  undoubtedly,  a  branch  of  the 
Savages  of  Upton-on-Severn  and  Elmley  Castle. 
They  were  staunch  Catholics. 
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Alderman  Smith  went  to  reside  in  Worcester. 
He  made  a  will,  6th  Dec.,  1578  (‘  Late  of  Stretford- 
uppon-Avon,  Lynnen  Draper  ’)  and  was  buried 
January,  1579,  in  the  Cathedral.  His  widow  was  sole 
executrix.  Among  his  overseers  were  William 
Watson  of  Evesham  (his  wife’s  brother),  Richard 
Venner  of  Wellesbourn-Hastings,  and  her  brothers- 
in-law,  WilliamandThomasHarvard.  Mistress  Smith’s 
Will  is  dated  28th  April,  1584.  Her  executors  were 
her  sons-in-law,  William  Saye  and  Julian  Bradshaw, 
her  brother  William  Watson,  and  her  brother-in-law 
Thomas  Harvard,  and  Richard  Venner  (a  form  of 
Grosvenor).  She  died  in  Worcester,  at  the  house  of 
the  Bradshaws,  and  was  buried  beside  her  husband 
in  the  Cathedral. 

Of  this  family  of  Harvard,  was  Robert  Harvard, 
who  married  Katherine  Rogers,  on  8th  April,  1605, 
in  Stratford-upon-Avon  Church.  They  went  to 
reside  at  Southwark,  near  the  Globe  Theatre,  and 
in  St.  Mary  Overy’s  was  christened  their  son,  John 
Harvard,  on  29th  Nov.,  1607 — a  month  before  the 
burial  there  of  Shakespeare’s  brother  Edmund, 

‘  a  player.’  The  child  became  famous  as  the  founder 
of  Harvard  University. 

In  the  Registry  Court  at  Worcester  is  the 
Admom  of  William  Wraynesford  (Rainsford)  of 
Longdon  (lord  of  the  Manor)  in  the  Diocese  of 
Worcester,  granted  the  viith  day  of  February  in 
the  14th  yeare  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  to 
Thomas  Wraynesford  of  Longdon,  the  son. — Surety, 
Julian  Bradshaw  of  the  City  of  Worcester. 

The  Longdon  estates  were  adjacent  to  Upton- 
on-Severn,  about  10  miles  from  Worcester,  in  which 
the  Rainsfords  held  property.  Christopher  Savage, 
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lord  of  the  Manor  of  Broad  Campden,  also  held 
property  there,  circa.  1540,  when  his  son,  Francis, 
went  to  reside  at  Elmley  Castle,  to  which  we  have 
previously  alluded.  He  married  Ann,  daughter  of 
William  Sheldon,  of  Beoly,  Co.  Worcs.  ;  they  were 
the  parents  of  Walter  Savage  of  Broadway,  who 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heir  of  Richard 
Hall  of  Idlecote,  Co.  Warwick,  by  Joyce  (nee  Blount), 
widow  of  Hugh  Reynolds,  of  Stratford-upon-Avon. 
Ann  Savage,  as  we  have  seen,  married  secondly, 
Anthony  Daston  of  Dumbleton  and  Wormington, 
near  Broadway.  In  1578,  Edward  Hall  left  an  estate 
in  Upton-on-Severn,  then  worth  £80  per  annum, 
to  maintain  a  bridge  over  the  Severn.  Query  : 
Was  he  of  the  Hall  family  of  Worcester  ? 


On  15th  August,  1587,  Richard  Hall  of  Idlicote, 
gentleman,  and  Walter  Savage,  of  Broadway,  gentle¬ 
man,  entered  into  an  indenture  with  Richard  Lane, 
of  Bridgtown,  Stratford-upon-Avon,  gentleman. — 
H.C.C.,  364. 

This  Richard  Lane,  on  26th  Jan.,  1596/7,  wit¬ 
nessed  the  deed  of  the  sale  by  John  Shakespeare — 
father  of  William  Shakespeare— to  George  Badger, 
of  property  in  Henley  Street,  Stratford-upon-Avon, 
a  deed  which  gives  definite  proof  that  John  Shakes¬ 
peare  resided  in  the  house  now  known  as  ‘  Shakes¬ 
peare’s  Birthplace.’  He  was  also  the  ‘Richard  Lane, 
Esquire,  now  of  Alveston,’  who,  in  the  Records  of 
Stratford-upon-Avon  Corporation,  comes  first  of  the 
three  complainants  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  about  the 
year  1609,  regarding  Stratford  tithes,  his  fellow 
complainants  being  Thomas  Grene,  of  Stratford- 
upon-Avon,  Esquire,  and  William  Shakespeare,  of 
Stratford-upon-Avon,  gentleman.  (Wellstood,  p  28). 
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We  have  seen  that  both  branches  of  the  Halls 
bore,  in  olden  times,  the  same  arms,  with  a  difference, 
to  indicate  various  stems  of  the  same  family,  the 
chief  feature  being  the  three  heads  of  the  talbot 
hounds.  They  had  likewise  the  same  motto:  ‘Remem¬ 
ber,  and  forget  not.’ 

We  have  also  noticed  that  both  Richard  of 
Idlicote  and  Dr.  John  were  closely  connected  with 
property  in  and  around  Stratford-upon-Avon,  and 
were  allied,  by  marriage  and  otherwise,  to  many  of 
the  same  leading  families  in  Stratford  and  the 
neighbourhood. 

Alfred  Ransford  goes  on  to  say: — “  There  may 
be  no  direct  evidence  brought  to  light,  as  to  who  was 
the  father  of  Dr.  John  Hall  of  Stratford-upon-Avon, 
who  married  Susannah,  Shakespeare’s  daughter,  but 
it  is  claimed  that  the  cumulative  circumstantial 
evidence  which  we  extract  from  recently  published 
documents,  in  particular  the  Will  dated  12th,  proved 
24th  Dec.,  1607,  of  William  Hall,  Acton,  Middlesex, 
Gent.,  is  overwhelming  and  conclusive. 

We  must  constantly  bear  in  mind  that  the 
Wilcotes,  Halls  and  Rainsfords  are  cousins.  The 
armigerous  family  of  Flail  of  Warwickshire  may  be 
divided  into  two  main  branches  of  the  same  tree, 
represented  by  the  family  of  Fitz William  of  Milton 
and  Clixby,  Co.  Lincoln.  From  these  two  main 
branches  descended  (1)  Richard  Hall  of  Idlicote.  Co. 
Warwick,  who  bore  for  his  arms  Argent  an  eagle 
displayed  gules,  and  (2)  Shakespeare’s  son-in-law 
Dr.  John  Hall,  of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  who  bore 
sable  three  talbots’  heads  argent,  with  the  explana¬ 
tion  given  earlier  in  this  chapter. 

Richard  Hall’s  lineal  ancestor,  Edward  Hall,  of 
Greatford  Hall,  Co.  Line.,  on  his  marriage,  circa. 
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1350,  with  Margaret  Wakestead,  descended  through 
several  heiresses,  from  Sir  John  de  Preaux,  lord  of 
Great  Tew,  Oxon.,  in  1203  ;  and  owing  to  this 
marriage,  as  we  have  seen,  Edward  Hall  discarded 
the  ancient  arms  of  the  Halls,  and  the  three  talbots’ 
heads,  and  adopted  those  of  de  Preaux,  which  were 
an  eagle  displayed,  or.  Edward  Hall  by  his  wife, 
Margaret,  had  a  daughter  Elizabeth,  who  married 
Thomas  de  Wilcotes  of  Williamsc'ote,  in  Aston 
Cantlow,  and  of  Kidlington,  Co.  Oxon.,  the  former 
now  merged  in  the  Borough  of  Stratford.  He 
presented,  in  1361,  to  the  Church  of  Kidlington. 
In  1364,  Richard  of  Williamscote  presented,  and 
Hugh  Williamscote  had  presented  in  1273.  Williams¬ 
cote  was  the  home  of  Master  Robert  Arden,  whose 
youngest  daughter  Mary,  married  John  Shakes¬ 
peare  ;  they  were  the  parents  of  the  Poet. 

Some  members  of  Thomas  de  Wilcotes’  family 
resided  at  Wilcote,  or  Wincot,  just  over  the  Warwick¬ 
shire  border,  three  miles  south  of  Clifford  Chambers, 
and  which  at  one  time  formed  part  of  the  estates  of 
the  Rainsfords  at  Clifford  Chambers. 

It  was  this  Wincot,  or  Woncot,  and  Williams¬ 
cote  (his  mother’s  home),  that  Shakespeare  had  in 
mind,  when  he  wrote  the  Induction  to  “  The  Taming 
of  the  Shrew.”  The  tinker,  Christopher  Sly,  des- 
scribes  himself  as  old  Sly’s  son  of  Burton  (Barton  on 
the  Heath).  Tinker  Sly  mentions  that  he  had  run 
up  a  score  with  Marion  Hackett,  the  fat  ale  wife  of 
Wincot.  The  references  to  Wincot  and  the  Hacketts 
are  singularly  precise.  The  name  of  the  maid  of  the 
Inn  is  given  as  Cicely.  In  the  church  Registers  of 
Quinton,  3  miles  south  of  Wincot,  which  is  about 
3  miles  north  of  Broadway  and  Chipping  Campden, 
the  name  of  Hackett  appears.  There  is  a  Coat 
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of  Arms  extant  of  Wilcotes,  impaling  Hackett 
(or  Hatchett).  This  is  one  more  striking  instance  of 
the  use  the  Poet  made  of  local  persons  and  places. 

In  the  Will  of  Charles  Rainsford  of  Clifford 
Chambers,  dated  1578,  April  20th,  he  mentions: 
“  My  son-in-law,  Robert  Wyncote,  Elizabeth,  my 
daughter,  now  his  wife,  and  their  children  ” — and 
in  his  Inquisition,  dated  3rd  May,  17,  Chapter  1. 
(1641).  Post  mortem  of  Charles’  great-grandson 
Sir  Henry  Rainsford  of  Clifford  Chambers;  refer¬ 
ence  is  made  to  all  the  lands,  tenements,  woods, 
and  hereditaments  called  Wincot,  in  the  parish  of 
Clifford,  etc.  This  Robert  Wincote  at  one  time  lived 
at  Eynsham,  Co.  Oxon. 

See  “  William  Shakespeare  and  his  family,”  by 
Frank  Marcham  (Grafton  &  Co.,  1931). 

Among  other  documents  in  this  book  is  the  Will 
of  William  Hall  of  Acton,  already  referred  to.  The 
information  contained  therein,  when  assimulated, 
should  prove  illuminating.  Among  the  persons 
mentioned  are  his  son,  Dive  Hall,  of  Acton,  Middle¬ 
sex.  Will  dated  19th  Oct.,  1626.  Proved,  30th 
November,  1626,  P.C.C.  123  Hele.  (Query:  Was 
this  name  Dive,  taken  from  Roger  Dyos,  Vicar  of 
Stratford-upon-Avon,  circa.  1560).  His  daughter, 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Sutton  (children  in  1607  ; 
William,  Rondall,  Alary  and  Elizabeth).  Another 
married  Alichael  Welles,  Sarah,  the  wife  of  William 
Sheppard,  Doctor  of  Phisick.  His  son,  John  Hall, 
who  proved  his  father’s  Will,  his  sister  Knight  and 
Alatthew  Morris,  his  servant.  To  refer  to  the  first 
of  the  above  names,  Elizabeth  Hall,  who  married  a 
man  named  Sutton  (Christian  name  not  given), 
the  Suttons  were  a  Warwickshire  Visitation  family, 
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and  intermarried  with  the  Mallory s.  Margaret 
Sutton  descended  from  William  Sutton  (Miles) 
married  Simon  Mallory,  and  they  had  a  son  Robert 
(Warwickshire  Visitations,  Sutton  and  Mallory, 
p.  78). 

John  Shakespeare,  a  cousin  of  the  Bard,  said 
to  have  come  from  Rowington  or  Snitter field,  held 
land  through  his  wife  at  Clifford  Chambers,  and  was 
tenant  of  Charles  Rainsford,  lord  of  that  Manor. 
The  Poet  in  his  Will  leaves  property  in  Stratford 
held  of  the  Manor  of  Rowington,  to  his  daughter 
Susannah  Hall  and  her  heirs  for  ever. 

In  Charles  Rainsford’s  Will,  1578,  reference  is 
made  to  Charles  Mallory,  who  married  Alice  Shake¬ 
speare,  the  sister  of  John,  who  married  Julian 
Hobbins  (?)  Robbins  1578,  and  died,  1608,  and  was 
buried  at  Clifford  Chambers,  (ibid). 

In  Chancery  proceedings,  temp.  Elizabeth,  C. 
10/41,  Copley  v.  Raynsford  and  Copley,  it  is  stated 
by  “  Avery  Copley  of  Batley,  Co.  Yorks,  Esquire, 
and  Edward  Copley,  Esquire,  son  and  heir  of  the 
said  Avery,  and  whereas  your  orator  Edward  Copley 
hath  of  late  espoused  and  taken  to  wife  one  of  the 
daughters  of  Sir  William  Mallory,  Knight,  so  it  is 
that  one  Richard  Rainsford,  gentleman,  dwelling  in 
Southwark,  near  London,  and  Anne  Copley,  widow, 
the  late  wife  of  Avery  Copley,  gentleman,  deceased, 
etc.,  etc.”  . 

(. Abstracts  from  Rainsford  Documents  in  the 
Public  Record  Office.  No.  2,  Vol.  150.  p.  347). 

This  Richard  Rainsford  was  father  of  Robert, 
who  was  of  Staverton,  Northants,  and  Fleckno,  Co. 
Northants,  and  grandfather  of  Sir  Richard,  Chief 
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Justice  of  the  King’s  Bench,  1676-8.  See  chapter  X. 
This  Sir  Richard  Rainsford  proved  the  Will  1648,  of 
Greville  Verney  de  jure,  eighth  Baron  Lord  Will¬ 
oughby  de  Broke,  of  Compton  Verney,  near  Strat¬ 
ford-upon-Avon.  In  his  wife’s  Will  (See  chapter  X) 
Dame  Katherine  Raynesford  leaves  to  her  cousin, 
Christian  Varney,  a  ring  20/-.  She  also  mentions  her 
cousin  Elizabeth  Peto.  The  Petos  were  a  visitation 
family  of  Chesterton,  Co.  Warwick,  about  2  miles 
north  of  Compton  Verney.  The  chief  seat  of  the 
Copleys  was  Sprotborough,  Co.  Yorks,  which  was 
carried  to  them  by  the  FitzWilliam  family,  who  held 
it  as  early  as  1100. 

William  Hall  leaves  to  his  daughter  Sarah 
Sheppard,  fiftie  pounds  to  be  receyued  and  had 
from  my  executors  within  the  space  of  one  halfe 
yere  after  the  deathe  of  her  husband  that  nowe  is, 
to  witte,  William  Sheparde,  Doctor  of  Physicke. 
The  Rainsfords  of  Great  Tew  intermarried  with  the 
Sheppards  of  Great  Rollright,  who  were  lords 
of  that  Manor,  which  is  on  the  borders  of  Warwick¬ 
shire  (3  miles  north  by  east  of  Chipping  Norton,  and 
about  4  miles  west  of  Swerford  Park).  The  latter  is 
the  chief  seat  of  the  Oxfordshire  Halls,  from  whom 
u  descended  Richard  Hall  of  Idlicote,  Co.  Warwick. 

In  the  Will  dated  5th  Oct.,  1608,  Dorothy 
Rainsford  of  Great  Tew,  widow  of  Hercules  Rains¬ 
ford,  J.  P.,  lord  of  that  Manor,  leaves  to  her  daugh¬ 
ter  Dorothy  Sheparde,  one  soue.  To  Elizabeth 
Sheparde,  her  daughter,  my  pied  cow.  To  Lee 
Shepharde,  her  son,  40/-.  She  makes  her  son-in-law, 
Master  Zacharie  Sheparde,  one  of  her  overseers.  A 
daughter  of  a  William  Shepherd  of  Rollright, 
married  a  Ferrers  of  St.  Sythes  Lane,  London, 
merchant,  and  William  Sheppard,  his  son,  married 
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Dorothy,  sister  of  Sir  John  Osborne,  remembrancer 
of  the  Exchequer,  circa,  1580. 

(Oxfordshire  Visitations,  315). 

Query  :  John  Sheppard  of  Warwick  Yeoman, 
1615,  who  paid  Mr.  Anthony  Nash  of  Stratford  £105, 
was  of  this  family  (Shakespeare’s  Warwickshire 
Contemporaries,  p.  85,  C.  C.  Stopes). 

The  Sheppards  purchased  the  Hungerford  Manor 
of  Great  Rollright  in  1583  from  Edmund  Hungerford, 
who  was  descended  from  Sir  John  Hungerford, 
who  died  1524,  and  after  that  date  passed  to  Anthony, 
who  was  followed  by  Edmond.  The  Arms  of  the 
Hungerfords  are  in  Rollright  Church,  and  are  sable, 
2  bars  argent.  These  Hungerfords,  about  the  same 
time  were  also  lords  of  the  Chief  Alanor  of  Suckley, 
Co.  Worcs.,  where  members  of  the  Rainsford  and 
Hall  families  of  Stratford  were  living  at  the  same 
time.  From  the  Registers  of  Rollright  we  learn  that 
Air.  John  Wheler  married  Eleanor  Raynsford,  12th 
November,  1576.  From  another  entry  we  find  this 
family  went  to  live  at  Great  Tew.  Charles  Raynsford 
in  his  Will  gives  “  to  my  daughter  Wheler  and  her 
children,  £10.”  Her  husband  was  probably  the  son 
of  Alderman  John  Wheler  of  Stratford,  who  was 
nominated  with  Alderman  John  Shakespeare,  father 
of  the  Poet,  and  others,  to  the  office  of  Bailiff  of 
Stratford.  Wheler  declined  to  serve,  and  Alderman 
John  Shakespeare  accepted  the  office  in  1565,  when 
the  plague  was  at  its  height. 

Another  daughter  of  William  Hall  married 
Alichael  Welles.  Lady  Elizabeth  Barnard,  grand¬ 
daughter  of  William  Shakespeare,  left  £50  to  her 
cousin,  Thomas  Welles  of  Carleton,  Co.  Bedford. 
(Shakespeare’s  family,  by  C.  C.  Stopes,  p.  106). 


188 


DR.  JOHN  HALL 


William  Hall  bequeaths  “to  his  sonne  John  Hall, 
all  houses,  landes,  leases,  tenements,  etc.,  etc.  To 
his  sister  Knight,  her  sonne,  twentye  nobles,  to  be 
paid  hym  within  one  quarter  of  a  year  after  my 
decease.” 

There  was  an  armigerous  family  of  Knight 
living  at  Rowington,  in  Shakespeare’s  time.  Rowing- 
ton  is  four  miles  east  of  Henley-in-Arden,  and  three 
miles  N.W.  of  Warwick.  A  Thomas  Sly  was  living 
at  Henley-in-Arden  early  in  the  seventeenth  century. 
The  following  point  should  be  stressed.  At  the  time 
the  Knights  were  living  at  Rowington,  members  of 
the  Hall  and  Shakespeare  families  resided  there,  and 
it  is  said  that  it  was  from  this  branch  that  derived 
John  Shakespeare,  who  went  to  live  at  Clifford 
Chambers. 

A  John  Hall  supplanted  Richard  Shakespeare 
as  bailiff  of  the  Priory  of  Wroxhall  (the  adjoining 
parish)  in  the  last  year  of  its  existence. 

We  conjecture  this  John  Hall  may  have  been 
the  father  of  William  Hall  of  Acton  and  grandfather 
of  Dr.  John  Hall,  Shakespeare’s  son-in-law.  These 
Halls  probably  descend  from  the  Halls  of  Worcester¬ 
shire, branches  of  whom  lived  at  Worcester,  Henwick, 
(now  part  of  Worcester)  Bromsgrove  and  Suckley, 
who  bore  similar  arms  to  Dr.  John  of  Stratford. 
Margaret  Lelley  of  Bromsgrove,  married  Francis 
Knight.  (Glos.  Visitations,  p.  88). 

Anthony  Hall  of  Banbury  (descended  from  the 
Halls  of  Swerford  Park)  living  1634,  married  De¬ 
borah,  daughter  ot  William  Knight,  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  (Oxfordshire  Visitations,  p.  271). 
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There  is  a  hamlet  called  Knights  Washborn,  a 
few  miles  from  Broadway,  and  close  to  the  hamlet 
of  Brockhampton,  where  Henry  Condell,  the  actor, 
had  a  small  estate.  He  was  an  intimate  friend 
of  Shakespeare,  and  co-editor  of  the  First  Folio  of 
his  ‘  Comedies,  Histories  and  Tragedies.’ 

The  purchase  was  made  in  1617.  One  of  the 
documents  is  executed  by  Condell  himself,  this 
being  the  only  known  instance  of  his  signature, 
with  the  exception  of  the  signature  of  his  Will. 
Among  the  Hanley  Court  Documents  is  an  indenture 
dated  23rd  May,  1617,  thirteen  months  after  Shakes¬ 
peare’s  death,  made  between  John  Savage  of  Broad¬ 
way,  Co.  Worcestershire,  Esquire,  on  the  one  part, 
and  Henry  Condell  of  London,  gentleman,  and 
William  Washbourne  of  Winchenford,  Co.  Wore., 
gentleman,  on  the  other  part. 

See  ‘  New  Links  with  Shakespeare,’  E.  A.  B. 
Barnard,  p.  1. 

The  Washbournes  were  an  old  armigerous 
family  of  Wichenford,  Co.  Worcs.  Elizabeth 
Washbourne  married  a  Dighton  of  London.  (Worcs. 
Visitations,  144). 

We  now  come  to  the  last  name  in  the  Will, 
and  certainly  not  the  least  important  in  connection 
with  the  question  under  discussion. 

William  Hall  gives  and  bequeaths  “  unto  my 
man,  Matthew  Morris,  all  my  bookes  of  Astronomye 
and  Astrologee,  whatsoever,  conditionally  that  iff  my 
sonne  John  do  intende  and  purpose  to  laboure 
studdye  and  endevor  in  the  sayed  Arte,  that  the 
sayed  Matthewe  should  instruct  hym  in  considera- 
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cions  of  his  benevolence  and  free  guifte, 
ffurther,  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  the  said  Matthewe 
Morris  fower  pounds  of  good  and  lawfull  to  be 
paid  unto  the  sayed  Mathewe  within  three  monethes 
after  my  decease,  and  the  foresayed  bookes  presently 
after  my  decease.  Ffurther,  I  give  and  bequeathe 
all  my  bookes  of  Alchumye  unto  my  foresaid  servant 
Mathewe  Morris,  and  to  be  payed  and  given  present¬ 
ly  after  my  deceasse  unto  hym.”  Though  Matthew 
Morris  is  described  as  a  servant,  his  position  possibly 
was  more  that  of  an  apprentice.  Soon  after  his 
master’s  death,  Morris  went  to  live  at  Stratford- 
upon-Avon. 

We  learn  from  ‘  Shakespeare’s  Stratford  ’  (by 
Edgar  I.  Fripp)  that  William  Rogers  of  Stratford, 
Sergeant  at  the  Mace,  brother-in-law  of  Shakes¬ 
peare’s  friend  Henry  Walker,  suffered  severely  in  the 
fire  of  1595. 

He  was  in  office  when  Shakespeare  drew  his 
delightful  burlesque  of  a  sergeant  in  the  ‘  Comedy 
of  Errors,’  in  1592.  His  dwelling,  the  old  ‘Shrieve’s 
House,’  converting  part  of  it  into  a  tavern  for  the 
sale  of  Aqua  Vitae,  balm  water,  and  rosa  salis,  with 
aniseed  and  liquorice,  as  well  as  ale.  For  the  dis¬ 
tillation  of  spirits,  he  kept  two  lembees  and  a  still. 
After  his  death  in  1597,  his  widow  Elizabeth,  nee 
Walker,  kept  the  house  (which  had  much  glass  in 
the  windows)  and  tavern,  and  prospered.  Her 
daughter,  Elizabeth,  married  ‘  a  gentleman,’  Master 
Mathew  Morris,  a  friend  of  Shakespeare’s  daughter 
Susanna  and  her  husband  Dr.  John  Hall.  If  the 
Poet  was  in  Stratford,  he  probably  attended  the 
marriage  and  the  good  man’s  feast  after  it,  on 
Wednesday,  13th  October,  1613.  Master  Morris 
went  to  live  with  his  wife  at  the  house,  and  here,  no 
doubt,  their  children  were  born,  whose  names  are 
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significant  of  friendship  with  the  Halls  at  New  Place. 
Susanna,  in  August,  1614,  again  Susanna  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1616,  Elizabeth,  in  September,  1618,  and  John 
in  December,  1620. 

Save  the  Birthplace,  no  dwelling  in  Stratford 
is  more  precious.  The  house  was  situated  in  40 
Sheep  Street. 

Members  of  the  Morris  family  were  intimate 
with  the  Rainsfords.  In  1661,  Jasper  Maris,  or 
Morris,  was  presented  to  the  living  of  Clifford 
Chambers  by  Henry  Dighton,  pleno  jure.  In  1697, 
there  is  recorded  in  the  Clifford  Register,  a  marriage 
between  George  Morris  of  Clifford  and  Elizabeth 
Riland.  In  the  Will  of  Robert  Rainsford  of  Chipping 
Campden,  dated  July  15th,  1695,  probate  is  granted 
to  John  Rainsford,  the  nephew  by  the  brother,  and 
is  described  as  of  Badgeworth,  Co.  Glos.,  “Vestiar.” 
(Clothier).  His  sureties  are  Ephraim  Rainsford  of 
Badgeworth  and  Joseph  Morris. 

Reference  must  be  made  to  Dr.  John  Hall’s 
Will.  P.C.C.,  da.  25,  No.  1635,  pr.  29,  Nov.,  1636. 

The  last  Will  and  Testament  Nuncupative  of 
John  Hall  of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  in  the  County 
of  Warwick,  Gent.,  made  and  declared  the  five  and 
twentieth  of  November,  1635.  Imprimis  :  I  give 
unto  my  wife,  my  house  in  London.  Item  :  I  give 
unto  my  daughter  Nash,  my  house  in  Acton.  Item  : 
I  give  unto  my  daughter  Nash,  my  meadowe. 
Item  :  I  give  my  goodes  and  money  unto  my  wife 
and  my  daughter  Nash,  to  be  equally  divided 
betwixt  them. 

Item  :  Concerning  my  study  of  Bookes,  I  leave 
them  (sayd  hee)  to  you  my  son  Nash,  to  dispose 
of  them  as  you  see  good.  As  to  my  manuscripts  I 
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would  have  given  them  to  Mr.  Boles  if  hee  had  been 
here.  But  forasmuch  as  hee  is  not  heere  present, 
you  may,  son  Nash,  burn  them,  or  do  with  them 
what  you  please. 

Witnesses  hereunto,  Thomas  Nash,  Simon 
Trapp.” 

Dr.  John  Hall  was  married  to  Susanna  Shakes¬ 
peare,  June,  1607,  the  same  year  William  Hall  of 
Acton  died. 

There  is  one  more  document  published  in 
“ Shakespeare  and  his  Family,”  by  Frank  Marcham, 
which  should  be  noticed.  At  Stratford-upon-Avon, 
in  1573,  lived,  side  by  side,  John  Shakespeare  and 
his  brother  Thomas  Shakespeare,  the  Queen’s 
Messenger.  This  information  should  be  kept  in 
mind  because  William  Shakespeare  did  not  suddenly 
achieve  his  position  at  Court  in  the  reign  of  King 
James.  Grooms  of  the  Chamber  were  promoted 
(not  necessarily  without  purchase  also).  The  docu¬ 
ment  referred  to  is  called  “  A  boke  of  Role  of  Jurors,” 
relating  to  the  County  of  Warwick  and  stated  to  be 
”  begonn  was  this  worke  in  1572.” 

Among  the  list  of  names  are  the  following: 
Hundred  of  Barlichewey,  under  Stratford,  ‘Quene’ 
Thomas  Shakespeare,  John  Shakespeare,  Roger 
Sadler,  etc.  Under  Little  Awne,  Robert  Ffulwood, 
Thomas  Greene.  Under  Clifford,  Charles  Raynsford. 
This  was  a  list  of  Potential  Jurors,  and  without 
doubt,  founded  upon  other  lists.  Then  (as  now) 
servants  of  the  Crown  were  exempt  from  such 
service,  and  the  lawyers  who  prepared  this  list  have 
duly  inserted  the  word  ‘Quene  ’  against  the  name 
of  Thomas  Shakespeare,  who  was  Queen’s  Messen¬ 
ger  (See  Archaeologica,  xiii,  Appendix). 
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Several  contemporary  Rainsfords  were  holding 
similar  positions,  temp.  Henry  VIII,  Elizabeth  and 
James  I.  Sir  John  Rainsford  of  Bradfield  Hall,  Essex, 
buried  in  the  Parish  Church  of  Crechurche,  in  the 
City  of  London  (Will  dated  14th  September, 
1559)  mentions  his  cousin,  Richard  Sterky,  servant 
to  the  Queen’s  Majesty,  he  also  makes  bequests 
to  his  servants,  among  whom  are  Thomas  Rainsford, 
Edward  Hall ,  Anthony  Hall ,  and  Thomas  Hull, 
a  form  of  Hall  ;  he  refers  to  his  house  in  the 
parish  of  Crechurche  “  where  he  now  lives.” 

William  Rainsford  of  Brayles,  Co.  Warwick, 
was  a  Groom  of  the  Privy  Chamber,  circa.  1540. 
Humphrey  Rainsford  of  Tew,  was  of  the  Privy 
Buckhounds.  About  the  same  date,  John  Rainsford 
of  Thatcham,  Berks,  and  Sir  William  Rainsford 
were  Gentlemen  Ushers  to  Henry  VIII,  and  Hercules 
Rainsford,  son  of  Charles  of  Clifford,  was  an  Usher 
of  the  Parliament  Chamber  in  the  early  years  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  ;  John  Rainsford  of  Warwick  was 
Groom  of  the  Privy  Chamber,  circa.  1540,  and 
Myles  Rainsford,  who  lived  in  the  Parish  of  St. 
Paul’s,  Covent  Garden,  was  a  Groom  of  the  Privy 
Chamber,  circa.  1600. 

(See  ‘  Notes  and  Queries,’  clxi  293,  309, 
357  and  clxii,  254). 


CHAPTER  X. 


The  Rainsfords  of  Dallington. 

North  ants. 

“  And  then  the  Justice 

In  fair  round  belly,  with  good  capon  lined 

With  eyes  severe,  and  beard  of  formal  cut, 

Full  of  wise  saws,  and  modern  instances  ; 

And  so  he  plays  his  part.” 

As  you  like  it. 

For  the  purposes  of  the  book  and  the  family 
connections  with  William  Shakespeare  and  his  son- 
in-law,  Dr.  John  Hall,  the  early  history  of  the  junior 
stem  of  the  Rainsfords  has  been  dealt  with  first, 
namely,  the  descendants  of  the  second  son  of 
“  Willmus  Reyneforde  ”  of  Great  Tew,  to  whom 
allusion  has  been  made  in  foregoing  pages. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  elder  son  John, 
ob.  1551,  married  Alice,  ob.  1531,  dau.  of  William 
Danvers,  from  whose  family  descended  Sir  Henry 
Danvers,  Kt.,  and  later  Earl  of  Danby,  1626.  He  was 
a  son  of  Sir  John  Danvers  of  Cirencester  Park;  he  built 
Cirencester  House,  now  the  seat  of  the  Earls  Bath¬ 
urst,  and  died  at  Cornbury  Park,  Oxon.,  1644. 

The  eldest  son  of  John  and  Alice  Rainsford,  Sir 
William  Rainsford,  lord  of  Great  Tew,  married  Jane 
Osbaldeston  of  Chadlington,  Oxon.  ;  from  Sir 
William’s  brother  George,  descended  Robert  Rayns- 
ford  of  Stave rton. 

Robert  Raynsford’s  eldest  son  John,  of  Staver- 
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ton  and  Coventry*'  was  born  1606,  and  buried  May 
28th,  1634,  and  by  his  death  his  brother,  Richard  of 
Dallington,  Northants  (second  son  of  Robert)  in¬ 
herited  the  family  estates. 

(See  page  78). 

Robert,  the  father,  married  for  his  first  wife, 
Georgina,  daughter  of  John  Pope,  of  Wroxton 
Abbey,  Oxon,  and  niece  of  Sir  Thomas  Pope,  founder 
of  Trinity  College,  Oxford  (who  was  said  to  be  the 
richest  Commoner  in  England)  and  sister  of  William, 
First  Earl  of  Downe  in  Ireland.  By  Georgina  he 
had  a  son,  Georgfe,  died  s.p.,  and  two  daughters, 
Joan  and  Mary.  He  married  secondly,  Mary,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Thomas  Kirton  of  Thorpe  Mandeville,  and 
Richard  the  second  son  of  this  marriage  became  the 
heir  of  Dallington.  Richard,  later  Sir  Richard, 
married  Catherine,  daughter  of  Samuel  Clerk,  D.D., 
of  Kingsthorpe,  and  Rector  of  St.  Peter’s,  North¬ 
ampton.  There  is  an  amusing  letter  from  the  Rector 
to  Sir  John  Lambe,  dated  Jan.  27th,  1637,  in  which 
he  says  : — “  I  wrote  to  the  Lady  Deincourt,  and 
some  few  lines  to  His  Lordship  ;  I  send  the  answer  ; 
only  I  wrote  of  three  thousand  pounds,  according 
to  your  commission,  but  at  that,  I  presume,  he  will 
not  stick.  You  may  perceive  the  business  is  feasible, 
you  match  your  daughter  to  a  great  estate,  and  make 
her  a  Baroness.  The  lord  is  tough,  but  just  and 
honest,  and  the  noble  lady  will  make  good  her  word. 
My  daughter,  Kate,  is  lately  married  to  Mr.  Rayns- 
ford  of  Staverton.  Mr.  Chauncey,  whom  you  lately 
corrected  in  High  Commission,  mends  like  sour  ale 
in  summer.  He  held  a  fast  on  Sunday,  and,  as  I  am 
informed,  he,  with  another,  preached  some  six  hours; 
the  whole  tribe  of  Gad  flocked  thither,  some  three 
score  from  Northampton,  and  the  Lord  Saye  and  his 
Lady  honoured  them  with  their  presence.”  This  Mr. 
Raynsford  of  Staverton,  son  of  Robert,  later  Sir 


The  Right  Hon.  Sir  Richard  Ransford, 
Lord  Chief  Justice  of  England. 
1676—9. 


From  the  Oil  Painting  in  the  National  Gallery  by  Gerard  Soesf 
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Richard,  was  born  1607.  In  1659-61,  he  was  M.P. 
for  Northampton  ;  1661,  Sergeant-at-Law  ;  1663, 
Baron  of  Exchequer  ;  1668,  Justice  of  the  King’s 
Bench,  and  1676  became  Lord  Chief  Justice  of 
England. 

He  was  one  of  the  assessors  of  property  after  the 
Great  Fire  of  London,  for  which  his  portrait  was 
painted  and  hangs  in  the  Guildhall,  London.  He  was 
lord  of  the  Manor  of  Dallington,  near  Northampton; 
the  Manor  House  is  an  interesting  type  of  that  period 
and  is  still  occupied.  There  is  a  very  picturesque 
row  of  Almshouses  in  the  village,  the  gift  of  Sir 
Richard. 

Allusion  has  been  made  to  Sir  Richard  signing 
himself  “  Ransford,”  without  the  ‘  i  ’  in  a  letter  to 
King  Charles  II,  and  others  of  the  family  have 
adopted  that  spelling. 

Sir  Richard,  known  as  a  loyalist,  and  while 
despising  the  Puritans  in  his  heart,  was  elected  M.P. 
for  Northampton  in  the  Convention  Parliament.  An 
address  to  Charles  II  from  his  most  loyal  subjects  of 
the  County  of  Northampton,  presented  at  Whitehall, 
June  20th,  1660,  is  signed  by  Richard  Ransford  and 
others.  Sir  Richard  was  appointed  to  supervise  an 
Act  of  Settlement  in  Ireland,  1678,  and  went  over 
to  Dublin  for  that  purpose.  His  son  Richard 
presided  over  the  trial  of  the  Seven  Bishops  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Anne. 

He  died  Feb.  17th,  1680,  having  appointed  Dame 
Catherine  Raynsford  and  his  son,  George  Raynsford, 
executors.  He  and  his  wife  are  both  buried  at  Dall¬ 
ington,  in  the  Raynsford  Chapel  of  that  Church, 
where  there  are  handsome  monuments  placed  to 


Monument  in  Dallington  Church,  Northamptonshire, 

to 

Sir  Richard  Rainsford,  Knight, 

Lord  Chief  Justice  of  England ,  i6y6 — 7679. 
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their  memory.  Looking  at  them,  one  calls  to  mind 
the  lines  from  Gray’s  Elegy  : — 

“  The  boast  of  Heraldy,  the  pomp  of  Power, 

And  all  that  beauty,  all  that  wealth  e’er  gave, 

Await  alike  the  inevitable  hour, 

The  paths  of  glory,  lead  but  to  the  grave.” 

Besides  the  oil  painting  of  the  Judge  in  the 
Guildhall,  London,  is  one  in  the  National  Portrait 
Gallery.  Also  a  framed  genealogical  table  of  descent 
of  the  Rainsford  family  by  Alfred  Ransford,  has  in 
recent  years  been  hung  in  the  Raynsford  Chapel, 
Dallington  Church,  presented  to  the  Church  by  the 
late  Earl  Spencer,  K.G. 

Sir  Richard  left  five  sons,  the  eldest  being  M.P. 
for  Northampton,  1685  ;  and  his  line  merges  into 
that  of  the  Barons  Braybrooke.  He  married  Ann, 
daughter  of  Colonel  Richard  Neville  of  Binfield, 
Berks.,  when  the  connection  between  the  Rainsfords 
and  Nevilles  was  renewed  for  the  third  time.  (Ch.  I). 

Of  several  daughters,  only  one  (Mary)  married, 
and  that  was  to  William  Buckby,  Sergeant-at-Law, 
who  died  Nov.  30th,  1685.  By  this  marriage,  the 
descent  of  the  Judge  was  carried  in  the  female  line 
through  Medlycott,  Hill,  the  Hon.  William  Cokayne, 
George  Edward  Cokayne  (Garter  King-at-Arms) 
and  is  at  present  represented  by  the  young  Lord 
Cullen  of  Ashbourne,  son  and  heir  of  the  recently 
deceased  Lord  Cullen  of  Ashbourne.  This  family  has 
been  previously  alluded  to  in  connection  with  Sir 
Henry  Goodere,  whose  home  at  one  time  was  Pooley 
Hall,  Polesworth,  Co.  Warwick,  built  by  Sir  Thomas 
Cokain,  in  1508. 

Sir  Richard’s  widow,  Lady  Rainsford,  survived 
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her  husband  many  years.  In  her  Will  dated  June  1st, 
and  proved  June  4th,  1698,  she  leaves  her  pictures 
of  the  late  Lord  Chief  Justice  Hale  and  her  largest 
picture  of  the  late  Lord  Chief  Justice,  her  husband, 
to  her  grandson,  Richard  Buckby,  of  Lincoln’s  Inn, 
Esq.  In  1907  these  pictures  were  at  Thorpe  Malsor, 
Northants,  in  the  possession  of  his  descendant,  the 
Rev.  Cecil  Henry  Maunsell.  (Vide  articles  of  the 
late  George  Edward  Cockayne.  “  Pedigree  of  the 
families  of  Osborne  and  Buckby,  Genealogist,  N.S., 
Vol.  24,  July,  1907.”) 

Lady  Rainsford  presented  to  Dallington  Church 
a  very  handsome  Communion  Flagon  ;  and  at  the 
west  end  of  the  Nave  is  an  octagonal  Font  with  the 
Rainsford  Arms  in  colours  in  the  centre. 

Abstracts  from  wills  of  this  line  are  as  follows : — 

Robert  Raynsford  of  Staverton,  Co.  Northants, 
whose  Will  is  dated  October  10th,  1628,  was  the  son 
of  Richard  Raynsford  of  Gyles  in  Epping,  Co.  Essex, 
by  Anne,  dau.  of  Thomas  Meade  of  Bredon,  Co. 
Essex,  and  grandson  of  George,  younger  son  of 
John,  Lord  of  Great  Tew,  whose  Will  is  dated  1551 

1628,  October  10th. 

“  Robert  Raynsford  of  Staverton,  Co.  North¬ 
ampton,  Esquire,  weake  of  body,  but  of  good  and 
perfect  memory,  I  give  to  Mary  (a  second  wife,  the 
first  being  Georgina,  daughter  of  John  Pope  of 
Wroxton,  Oxon.,  and  sister  of  William,  First  Earl  of 
Downe  in  Ireland)  my  loving  wife,  during  her 
natural  life,  the  house  wherein  I  now  dwell,  with  the 
lands,  etc.,  and  my  tithes  of  Fleckno  (on  border  of 
Northants),  to  hold  them  in  common  with  my  eldest 
sonne,  John  Raynsford.  I  give  to  Richard  Raynsford, 
my  second  son,  and  his  heirs,  etc.,  the  reversion  of 
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my  house  wherein  I  now  inhabit,  and  my  lands,  etc., 
in  Staverton.  To  my  said  son,  Richard,  for  his 
present  mayntenance  in  his  studies  £40  yearly.  To 
Edward  Raynsford,  my  third  sonne,  £100  when  21. 

To  Anne  Raynsford,  my  youngest  daughter  (a 
minor)  £300.  To  my  ungratious  daughter,  Jane 
Aglionby  3/4.  The  residue  to  John  Raynsford,  my 
eldest  son,  whom  I  appoint  executor.” 

{Signed)  R.  Raynsford. 

(This  John,  born  1607,  died  1634,  and  his 
brother,  Richard  inherited  the  estates.  From  John 
descend  the  Rainsfords  of  Brixworth,  Northants  ; 
General  Charles  Hanbury  Raynsford  of  Henlow, 
Co.  Beds.,  also  Brigadier  General  Edward  James 
Raynsford,  1788-1842,  godson  of  H.R.H.  The  Duke 
of  Kent,  and  his  living  descendant  Colonel  Richard 
Montague  Raynsford  of  Northants,  born  187/). 

Witness: — George  Addams,  Henry  Bassindine, 
Matthew  Horn.  Proved  at  London,  1st  May,  1629,  by 
John  Raynsford,  the  son  and  the  executor.  (P.C.C.  39 
Ridley). 

John  Rainsford,  of  Coventry,  Co.  Warwick, 
whose  Will  is  dated  April  20th,  1634,  was  the  eldest 
son  of  Robert  by  his  second  wife,  Mary  Kirton.  He 
married  Rachel,  sixth  daughter  of  William  Whalley 
of  Norton  by  Gaulby,  Co.  Leic.,  and  their  daughter, 
Mary,  bap.  Jan.  23rd,  1630,  married  Edward  Stephens 
of  Cherrington,  Co.  Glos.,  and  of  the  Middle 
Temple,  Barrister.  They  had  a  son  Edward  of 
Cherrington,  who  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir 
Mathew  Hale  of  Alderley,  Kt.,  Lord  Chief  Justice  of 
the  King’s  Bench,  who  was  succeeded  by  Sir  Richard 
Rainsford,  second  son  of  Robert  by  Mary  Kirton. 
Abstract  of  Will,  as  follows  : — 
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“  1634,  April  20th.  John  Rainsford  of  Coventre 
(Co.  Warwick)  Esq.,  whereas  an  agreement  hath  been 
heretofore  made  between  me  and  Mary  Rainsford, 
widow,  my  mother,  that  she  shall  have  the  use  of  the 
said  goods  for  life.  To  Anna  Rainsford,  my  youngest 
sister,  threescore  and  fifteen  pounds  in  part  payment 
of  the  porcon  given  unto  her  by  the  will  of  Robert 
Rainsford,  my  father,  myself  being  executor. 

Unto  Rachell,  my  wife,  for  life  the  use  of  certain 
goods.  To  Robte  Rainsford,  my  son  and  heire 
apparent,  all  my  goods,  etc.,  when  21,  with  the  re¬ 
mainder  unto  the  child  whereof  the  said  Rachell,  my 
wife,  is  now  with  child,  and  then  to  my  daughter, 
Mary,  at  her  age  of  21,  or  day  of  marriage.  I  appoint 
my  friend  Thomas  Fountayne  of  Hanging  Houghton, 
Co.  Northampton,  Esq.,  John  Aglionby  of  Edmarch, 
in  the  parish  of  Knolle,  Co.  Warwick,  gent.,  and 
Richard  Raynsford,  my  brother,  executors.”  (Signed) 
Jo.  Raynsford.  Witness  Tho.  Smith,  Matt.  Horne, 
Henry  Bassendine. 

Proved  at  London,  20th  Nov.,  1634,  by  Tho. 
Fountayne,  Esq.,  and  Richard  Raynsford  the 
executors.  Power  rescind,  etc.  (P.C.C.  105  Seager). 

The  following  is  an  abstract  from  the  Will  of 
Sir  Richard  Rainsford,  younger  brother  of  the  above 
John  Rainsford  of  Coventry,  ob.  1634,  and  who  was 
Lord  Chief  Justice,  1676. 

1679,.  July  18th. 

Sir  Richard  Raynsford,  Kt.,  late  Lord  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench.  To  be  buried 
in  the  burial  place  I  lately  erected  at  Dallington.  I, 
bequeath  to  my  wife,  Dame  Catherine  Raynsford 
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.£1,000,  all  my  plate,  etc.,  the  furniture  in  her 
lodging  chamber  at  Dallington  and  all  my  goods,  etc., 
in  my  chambers  at  Sergeant’s  Inn,  and  in  my  house 
at  Portugall  Row  in  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields,  now  in  my 
son  George’s  occupation. 

To  my  second  son,  Francis  Raynsford,  £1,000. 
To  my  youngest  son,  George  Raynsford,  £200,  and 
all  my  law  books,  etc.,  and  whereas  upon  the  marriage 
of  my  said  son  George  with  Ayliff,  his  now  wife 
(niece  of  my  Ladie  Littleton)  I  promise  to  give  him 
£3,000  (besides  the  lands  I  settled  upon  him)  my 
Will  is  that  he  shall  retayne  the  same  out  of  my 
residue  moneys  and  debts,  and  I  charge  him  to 
dispose  of  it,  according  to  the  intent  and  meaning 
of  certain  Articles  of  Agreement,  dated  15th  of 
April,  last,  made  between  myself  and  the  said  Ladie 
Littleton  and  my  said  son  George. 

To  my  eldest  son,  Richard  Raynsford,  all  my 
corn,  cattle,  etc.,  at  Offchurch,  and  a  lease  for  years 
which  I  lately  had  of  John  Cricke  and  his  son,  of 
lands  in  Kings  Throp. 

To  my  daughter  Buckby,  £500.  To  my  grand¬ 
child  Ann  Buckby,  daughter  of  my  said  daughter 
Buckby,  £1,500,  when  21,  or  at  her  day  of  marriage. 
To  my  well  respected  daughters-in-law,  my  three 
sons’  wives,  £20  apiece  for  rings,  and  whereas  by 
Indenture  and  settlement,  dated  20th  July,  1673,  I 
reserved  power  to  myself  to  charge  part  of  the  lands  I 
bought  of  Sir  Thomas  Gore  at  Brampton,  with  any 
sum  not  exceeding  £500.  I  appoint  that  the  said 
sum  of  £500  be  paid  to  Ann  Raynsford  (at  this  time 
the  only  daughter  of  my  said  son  Richard)  at  her  age 
of  21  years,  or  at  time  of  marriage. 
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To  my  cousin,  John  Raynsford,  and  to  his 
brother  and  sister  Stephens  (my  niece)  and  to  Arthur 
Goodny  and  his  wife  (my  niece)  £6  apiece. 

I  give  unto  my  Ladie  Littleton,  and  unto  my 
sisters-in-law,  Mrs.  Burkett,  Mrs.  Goldsmith,  Mrs. 
Fulham  and  Mrs.  Wright,  and  unto  my  cousins, 
Mrs.  Wagstaffe,  Mrs.  Barry,  and  Mrs.  Barnsley, 
40/-  apiece  for  rings.  To  the  poor  of  Chapell  Bramp¬ 
ton,  £5.  I  appoint  my  wife,  Dame  Catherine 
Raynsford,  and  my  said  son,  George  Raynsford, 
executors  ;  my  brother-in-law,  Sir  Samuel  Clerke, 
and  son-in-law,  William  Buckby,  to  be  overseers. 
Signed  Ri.  Raynsford.  Witnesses  : — Ri.  Bayly, 
William  Martyn,  John  Jones,  Sam.  Cooke.  Proved 
7th  May,  1680.  (P.C.C.  65  Bath). 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  Lady  Raynsford ’s 
Will,  widow  of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  who  survived 
her  husband  twenty-one  years  and  lived  to  an  extreme 
old  age. 

A.D.  1698,  June  1st. 

In  the  name  of  God,  Amen.  I,  Dame  Katherine 
Raynsford,  widow  and  relict  of  Sir  Richard  Rayns¬ 
ford,  late  Lord  Cheife  Justice  of  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench,  deed.  To  be  interred  in  the  church  of  Dalling- 
ton,  Northants,  near  late  husband. 

I  give  to  my  son,  Richard  Raynsford,  £500 
(in  consideration  that  he  has  given  so  liberal  a  portion 
with  his  daughter,  my  granddaughter  and  god¬ 
daughter)  etc.  To  my  daughter-in-law,  Mrs.  Ann 
Raynsford  (his  wife)  £20. 

To  my  son,  Francis  Raynsford,  the  £200 
I  lent  him ,  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  £20. 
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To  his  daughter,  Katherine  Raynsford,  all  my 
lands  in  Islip,  Northants.  ;  to  his  second  daughter, 
Elizabeth  Raynsford,  £10,  and  ten  hundred  pounds 
at  21  or  marriage. 

To  my  granddaughters,  Lucy  and  Frances 
Raynsford,  £50  apiece. 

To  my  grandson,  Richard  Buckby,  my  pictures 
of  the  late  Lord  Cheife  Justice  Hales,  and  of  my  late 
husband.  To  the  six  younger  children  of  my  daugh¬ 
ter  Buckby,  deceased,  £50  apiece.  To  Dame 
Ayloffe  Tufton,  wife  of  Sir  Charles,  £20  ;  my  sister, 
Mrs.  Wright,  and  Dame  Bridgett  Smith,  £10 
apiece  ;  Mrs.  Josepha  Clarke,  daughter  of  my  brother 
William  Clark,  £20  ;  my  grand-daughter,  Mrs.  Ann 
Griffin,  my  largest  silver  cup  with  two  eares,  etc., 
to  her  husband,  Mr.  James  Griffin,  my  gold  table 
booke. 

To  the  late  Lord  Cheife  Baron  Montague,  my 
niece,  Mrs.  Margaret  Bickley,  Mrs.  Katherine  Jones, 
Sir  James  Butler,  Sir  John  Franklin,  Mrs.  Jane 
Stewart,  Mr.  Francis  Morgan,  my  couzen,  John 
Raynsford,  Mr.  William  Whitfield,  my  couzen, 
Samuel  Whitfield,  the  Vicar  of  Dallington  and  Mrs. 
Webb,  rings  of  20/-  apiece. 

To  my  great-grandchildren  Mathew,  Ann,  Rich¬ 
ard,  Katherine,  Samuel  and  Mary  Skinner,  £100 
apiece.  To  my  godson,  George  Fulham,  my  single 
silver  salver. 

To  the  Church  of  Dallington,  a  silver  flagon 
value  £20. 

To  my  son,  Richard,  all  my  goods  in  my  house 
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at  Dallington.  To  my  great-granddaughter,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Griffin,  my  lockett  set  with  diamonds. 

My  house  in  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields  to  my  daugh¬ 
ter,  Ann  Skinner,  for  the  residue  of  the  term.  To 
poor  of  Chapel  Brampton,  £6.  To  my  late 
servant,  William  Vauser,  £10  ;  late  old  servant, 
Ann  Batten,  40/-  ;  cozens  Elizabeth  Brittaine  and 
Christian  Varney,  rings  of  20/-  ;  my  coachman, 
William  Seaman’s  wife  40/-. 

My  grandsons,  George,  Edward,  and  Vere 
Buckby  ;  my  great-grandson,  Mathew  Skinner,  Mr. 
James  Griffin,  my  grandson,  Edward  Griffin,  Thomas 
Whitfield,  cozen  Elizabeth  Peto,  Margaret  Peto, 
silver,  rings,  etc. 

The  residue  to  my  sons,  Richard  and  Francis 
Raynsford,  executors,  with  my  grandson  Richard 
Buckby.  (Signed)  Katherine  Raynesford. 

Wits.  : — Jon.  Metcalfe,  Jane  Capell,  Tho.  Den- 

wall. 


Proved  at  London,  4th  June,  1698,  by  the  exors. 
named.  (The  testatrix  “  late  of  St.  Giles  in  the 
Fields,  Middlesex.”  Vide  Probate  Act  Book,  fo.  115). 

Sir  Richard’s  eldest  son,  Richard  of  Dallington, 
and  of  Lincoln’s  Inn,  was  admitted  Freeman  of 
Northampton,  14th  Feb.,  1684/5,  and  was  Member 
of  Parliament  for  that  place,  1685.  He  died  1702. 
He  married  Ann,  daughter  of  Richard  Neville,  of 
Binfield,  Berks,  by  Catherine,  daughter  of  Ralph, 
Lord  Grey  of  Werke  ;  they  had  issue  two  daughters, 
the  younger  dying  unmarried,  and  Ann,  the  elder, 
became  sole  heiress  ;  she  married  in  1684,  James 


Brigadier  General  Edward  James  Raynsford 

(1788—1842), 

Godson  of  H.R.H.  Edward,  Duke  of  Kent. 

Reproduced  from  the  Original  Silver-point  Drawing  in  the  Possession  of 

his  Grandson  E.  M.  H.  Raynsford ,  Esq.,  South  Kensington  {March,  1908), 
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Griffin,  second  Lord  Griffin  of  Braybrooke  Castle, 
Northampton.  The  Nevilles  were  of  the  same 
family  as  Richard,  the  King  Maker,  Earl  of  Warwick, 
‘  ‘  the  last  of  the  Barons ,  ’  ’  who  married  Ann  Beauchamp , 
and  she  inherited  the  bulk  of  her  father’s  wide  lands, 
including  the  Castles  of  Warwick  and  Elmley. 
The  original  oil  paintings  of  the  Dallington 
Rainsfords  (one  by  Lely)  are  at  Audley  End,  Essex, 
the  seat  of  the  present  Lord  Braybrooke.  (See 
History  of  Audley  End,  Braybrooke). 


Edward  James  Raynsford,  born  22nd  October, 
and  baptized  4th  November,  1788,  son  of  Nicolls, 
born  1756,  descended  from  John  Rainsford,  elder 
brother  of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  who  died  early 
as  we  have  seen,  and  his  brother  inherited  the 
estates.  Edward  James  was  the  godson  of  H.R.H. 
Edward,  Duke  of  Kent;  his  uncle,  Charles  Justinian 
Rainsford,  born  1757,  and  died  1805,  being  Chaplain 
to  the  Duke.  The  nephew,  Edward  James,  became 
Brigadier  General,  and  was  in  the  service  of  His  High¬ 
ness  the  Nizian  of  Hyderabad.  He  died  in  May,  1842, 
and  is  buried  at  Southsea.  This  branch  is  now 
represented  by  Colonel  Richard  Montague  Rayns¬ 
ford  of  Northants,  born  19th  May,  1877,  who  has 
two  sons.  He  is  the  son  of  Frederick  Montague 
R.,  born  1833,  retired  Lieut. -Colonel  Madras  Army, 
1875.  This  main  line,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  have 
always  been  rigid  churchmen  and  cavaliers,  and  were 
at  the  Restoration,  in  striking  contrast  to  some  of  the 
junior  line,  who  were  first  Puritans,  then  Crom- 
wellians,  and  later  still,  Baptists. 

Sir  George  Rainsford,  younger  son  of  Sir 
Richard  Rainsford,  by  Catherine,  whose  Will  is 
dated  1680,  June  7th,  was  born  1656,  barrister-at-law, 


THE  RAINSFORDS  OF  DALLINGTON,  N ’HANTS.  209 


married  Ayliffe  Elliott,  27th  May,  1679,  at  S.  Law¬ 
rence  Jewry,  London,  and  died  s.p. 

1680,  June  7, 

George  Rainsford  of  Lincoln’s  Inn,  Co.  Middle¬ 
sex,  Esq.  (in  margin  deems  Georgius  Raynsford, 
Miles)  to  be  privately  interred  at  Dallington. 

To  my  dear  wife,  Ayliffe  Raynsford,  all  my 
personal  estate  and  all  my  real  estate,  etc.,  whatso¬ 
ever,  and  all  that  part  of  the  lease  of  my  house  in 
Portugall  Row,  in  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields,  which  does 
concern  me,  my  mother  having  one  part  and  I  the 
other.  To  my  sister,  Buckby,  40/-.  To  Mr.  Thomas 
Buckby,  Junr.,  40/-.  To  James  Elliott,  my  wife’s 
brother,  £5,  to  buy  books,  and  desire  Mr.  Thomas 
Littleton  to  lay  it  out  in  books  for  him.  I  appoint 
my  dear  wife,  Ayliff  Raynsford,  sole  executrix.  My 
brother-in-law,  Mr.  Serjant  Buckby  and  John 
Greene,  Esquire,  of  Lincoln’s  Inn,  to  be  overseers. 

(Signed)  Geo.  Raynsford. 

Witnesses: — Tho.  Sandys  ;  Will  Stokes  ; 
Charles  Cooke. 

Proved,  12th  July,  1882.  (P.C.C.,  89,  Cottle). 

John  Rainsford  of  Quorndon,  Co.  Leicester, 
Esq.,  whose  Will  is  dated  16th  April,  1711,  was  the 
son  of  Robert  Rainsford,  of  the  City  of  London  (died 
3rd  February,  1691,  buried  at  Wolfhamcote,  near 
Rugby,  M.I.)  ;  grandson  of  John  Rainsford  of 
Staverton,  the  elder  brother  of  Sir  Richard  Rainsford. 

He  married  Jane,  ninth  daughter  of  Sir  Edward 
Nicholls,  second  Bart.,  of  Faxton,  Co.  Leicester,  but 
second  daughter  by  his  second  wife  Jane,  daughter  of 
Sir  Stephen  Some,  Kt.,  sister  to  Sir  Edward  Nicholls 
third  and  last  Bart.,  to  whom  she  was,  with  her 
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sister,  Susanne,  Lady  Danvers,  co-heir.  Bom  14th, 
baptized  17th  May,  1667,  at  Faxton.  Buried  there 
17th  December,  1736,  in  linen.  Abstract  of  Will 
1711,  April  16th. 

“  John  Rainsford  of  Quorndon,  Co.  Leicester, 
Esq.  My  wife,  Jane,  by  whom  on  my  marriage  I 
had  a  portion  of  eleven  hundred  pounds  and  a  share 
or  dividend  by  the  death  of  Jane  Dame  Lady 
Nicolls,  widow,  her  mother,  of  £4,000,  and  upwards, 
for  which  share  Sir  Edward  Nicholls,  Bart.,  her 
brother,  administered  in  trust  for  me  and  my  wife. 
And  for  as  much  as  I  have  made  agreement  with 
Henry  Collingwood,  late  of  Quorndon,  gent.,  de¬ 
ceased,  for  the  purchasing  of  house  and  lands,  etc., 
in  Quorndon,  Barrow-upon-Soare,  and  Woodhouse, 
Co.  Leicester,  for  £3,000,  for  which  I  have  paid  him 
nigh  £1,000  ;  my  will  is  that  a  will  be  executed  to  the 
said  Sir  Edward  Nicolls,  Bart.,  in  trust  for  Jane 
Rainsford,  my  wife,  for  life,  and  after  her  death,  to 
Francis  Rainsford,  my  son  (a  minor)  and  his  heirs, 
etc.,  for  ever. 

My  estate  n  Green  Norton,  Co.  Northampton, 
(N.B. — Reference  to  this  property  in  Chap.  VI) 
be  sold  by  the  said  Sir  Edward  Nicolls  to  pay  the 
purchase  money  of  Quorndon  lands. 

To  my  son,  Francis  Rainsford,  all  my  impro¬ 
priate  tyths  in  Fleckno,  Northants.  The  residue  to 
Jane,  my  wife,  and  Francis  Rainsford,  my  son,  whom 
1  appoint  executors.  Witnesses  : — Robert  Terry- 
man,  Barbery  Chambrilien,  James  Jonmson. 

Thomas  Welles,  of  Thomaston,  Co.  Leicester, 
gent,  maketh  oath  and  deposes  that  the  will  was 
accidently  and  not  voluntarily,  or  designedly,  burned 
with  a  candle  a  little  on  one  corner,  etc. 
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Sworn  at  Loughboro,  Co.  Leicester,  27th  Mar., 
1712,  before  Peter  Preston,  Curate  of  Loughboro. 

Proved  at  London,  15th  April,  1712,  by  the 
exors  (P.C.C.,  76,  Barnes)  Jane  Rainsford  and  Francis 
Rainsford.” 

Charles  Justinian  Rainsford,  whose  will  is  dated 
March  21st,  1793,  was  born  and  baptized  11th 
September,  1757,  at  Brixworth,  son  of  Justinian 
Rainsford  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  George  Hill, 
Esq.,  of  Furneaux,  Pelham,  Co.  Hertford.  He  was 
grandson  of  Francis  Rainsford,  who  died  24th 
February,  1727/8,  at  Brixworth,  Co.  Northampton. 
Buried  at  Wolfhamcote,  M.I.  Francis  had  married 
Hester,  sixth  daughter  of  Sir  Justinian  Isham, 
Fourth  Bart.,  of  Lamport,  by  Elizabeth,  his  wife, 
daughter  of  Sir  Edmund  Turnor,  of  Stoke  Rochford, 
Co.  Lincoln.  Charles  Justinian  Rainsford,  was  of 
Clare  Hall,  Cambridge,  LL.B.  1783,  Rector  of 
Hardwicke  ;  1793,  Rector  of  Alford,  Co.  Somerset  ; 
Chaplain  to  Edward  Duke  of  Kent.  He  died  17th 
August,  1805,  at  Leamington,  aged  48  ;  M.I.  at 
Bugbrooke,  Northants.  He  married  Ann,  daughter 
of  Francis  Vincent,  Barrister-at-Law,  of  Weddington 
Hall,  Co.  Warwick,  by  Mercy,  third  daughter  of 
the  Rev.  Dormer  Sheldon,  of  Abberton,  Co.  Worcs. 

1793,  Mar.  21st.  Charles  Justinian  Raynsford, 
of  Powick,  Co.  Worcester,  Clerk.  “  I  give  and 
bequeath  to  my  dear  wife,  Ann  Raynsford,  all  my 
real  and  personal  estate,  whatsoever,  my  plate, 
household  goods,  etc.,  and  the  remainder  of  my 
term  in  the  house  and  three  tenements  in  Powick, 
granted  on  lease  by  the  Right  Honourable  George 
William,  Earl  of  Coventry,  unto  Sir  William  Arnott, 
Bart.,  deceased,  and  I  appoint  my  said  wife  sole 
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executrix  and  residuary  legatee.  Witnesses: — Joseph 
Dalby,  Senr.  (Butcher).  Thomas  Taylor  (Baker), 
Samuel  Dalby  (Parish  Clerk).  Proved  at  London, 
19th  September,  1805,  by  Ann  Raynsford,  widow, 
the  relict  and  sole  executrix.” 

(P.C.C.,  662,  Nelson). 

A  Richard  Raynsford,  Mercer  of  London, 
(descendant  of  John,  the  younger  and  posthumous 
son,  born  August  1634,  of  John  of  Staverton  and 
Coventry,  ob.  April,  1634,  the  eldest  brother  of  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice)  married  in  1742  Charlotte 
Kingscote,  descended  from  Nigel  Fitz-Arthur,  who 
married  a  daughter  of  Richard  Fitz-Hardinge,  grand¬ 
son  of  Sueno,  third  King  of  Denmark  by  Eva, 
niece  of  William  the  Conqueror.  With  this  lady, 
Richard  Raynsford  received  as  dower,  the  Manor  of 
Kingscote,  Glos.  (Vide  Burke’s  Landed  Gentry, 
Vol.  I,  p.  373  ;  Kingscote  of  Kingscote,  Vol.  I., 
p.  674).  He  died  1766.  The  son  Richard  of  this 
marriage,  a  Registrar  of  the  High  Court  of  Chancery, 
married  Frances  Edwards  of  Henlow  Grange,  Beds., 
in  1766,  ob.  1800. 

Their  children  are  interesting,  George  Nigel  R., 
born  1768,  of  Henlow  Grange,  Beds.,  was  D.L.for 
Bedfordshire  and  High  Sheriff,  1827;  he  assumed 
the  arms  and  name  of  Edwards  on  his  succeeding 
his  maternal  uncle  George  Edwards,  Esq.,  who 
married  Eliz.  Hanbury.  His  son  Charles  Hanbury 
R.  was  created  a  General  in  1873,  buried  at  Henlow, 
M.I. 

A  younger  brother  of  George  Nigel  R.,  born 
1768,  Captain  Robert  Raynsford,  R.N.,  was  Captain 
of  H.M.  Sloopship  “  Morgiana,”  in  1804.  The 
following  to  him  is  in  Nelson’s  despatches  and 
letters  : — 
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Victory,  at  sea,  Sep.  2nd,  1804. 

“  Sir,  1  have  received  your  letters  of  the  29th, 
and  30th  July,  together  with  the  several  enclosures 
which  accompany  them,  and  I  have  great  satisfaction 
in  expressing  my  full  and  entire  approbation  of 
every  part  of  your  conduct,  as  mentioned  in  your 
aforesaid  letters,”  etc. 

(Signed  Bronte  Nelson). 

In  the  issue  of  the  ‘  Morning  Post,’  Dec. 
12th,  1931,  the  writer  was  very  interested  to  read 
in  connection  with  another  letter  signed  “  Bronte 
Nelson,”  that  had  been  found  among  some  old  books 
at  a  local  sale  at  Chester,  that  an  authority  on  Lord 
Nelson  stated  that  he  (Nelson)  only  signed  himself 
“  Bronte  Nelson  ”  on  rare  occasions. 

By  a  letter  from  H.R.H.,  Duke  of  Kent  (signed 
Edward)  dated,  Kensington  Palace,  Sep.  15th,  1805 
to  Lord  Nelson,  and  marked  “  Private,”  it  appears 
Captain  Rainsford  was  then  on  the  ‘  Victory,’  under 
Nelson,  and  the  Duke  refers  to  him  as  his  “  young 
Protege,”  and  wishes  his  promotion  to  depend  en¬ 
tirely  upon  Nelson,  with  a  suggestion  of  his  removal 
to  a  higher  post  in  another  ship  under  him. 

The  Battle  of  Trafalgar  was  fought  five  weeks 
after  this  second  letter  and  as  it  is  more  than  probable 
that  Captain  Rainsford  took  part  in  it  under  Nelson, 
the  writer  has  the  kind  permission  of  Wilfred  Rooke 
Ley,  and  also  of  the  Editor  of  the  ‘  Daily  Telegraph  ’ 
to  copy  the  article  he  wrote  in  the  ‘  Daily  Telegraph  ’ 
for  Trafalgar  Day,  Oct.  21st,  1931  : — 

“  The  Battle  of  Trafalgar  was  fought  on  Oct, 
21st,  1805.  Earlier  in  the  month,  Nelson  and  Colling- 
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wood  were  writing  to  each  other  like  excited  school¬ 
boys  before  a  match.  ‘  We  shall  have  these  fellows 
at  last,’  writes  Collingwood  ;  and  Nelson  :  “  They 

surely  cannot  escape  us.  I  wish  we  could  get  a  fine 
!  ’ 

The  day  proved  fine  enough,  ‘  a  beautiful  misty, 
sunshiny,  morning,’  says  an  eye-witness,  Capt. 
Hercules  Robinson,  ‘  the  sea  like  a  mill-pond,  but 
with  an  ominous  ground-swell  rolling  in  from  the 
Atlantic.’  He  goes  on  to  describe  the  scene  as  if  it 
were  a  review  at  Spithead  :  ‘  The  noble  fleet  with 
royals  and  studding  sails  on  both  sides,  bands 
playing,  officers  in  full  dress,  and  the  ships  covered 
with  ensigns.’ 

Collingwood  had  dressed  with  peculiar  care.  He 
had  put  on  silk  stockings  and  advised  one  of  his 
lieutenants  to  do  the  same,  ‘  for  if  one  should  get 
a  shot  in  the  leg,  they  would  be  so  much  more 
manageable  for  the  surgeon.’ 

Ten  miles  away  the  Spanish  and  French  fleets 
were  drawn  up  in  that  long  line  which  made  it  look 
as  if  all  the  horizon  was  filled  with  ships.  Towards 
noon,  as  the  British  Fleet  was  sailing  into  action, 
Nelson  issued  his  famous  signal,  while  Collingwood, 
aboard  ‘  Royal  Sovereign,’  addressed  his  officers  in 
words  that  were  no  less  inspiriting  :  ‘  Now,  gentle¬ 
men,  let  us  do  something  to-day  which  the  world 
may  talk  of  hereafter.’ 

‘  Royal  Sovereign,’  as  we  know,  got  first  into 
action,  and  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  or  more  was 
fighting  singlehanded.  It  was  five  against  one  for 
that  quarter  of  an  hour.  ‘  How  I  envy  him  !  ’  cried 
Nelson  from  ‘  Victory.’  ‘  What  would  Nelson  give  to 
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be  here  !  ’  cried  Collingwood.  Broadside  crashed 
upon  broadside,  yet  there  was  ‘  dear  old  Cuddie  ’ 
(Collingwood)  walking  the  break  of  the  poop  with 
his  little  triangular  gold-laced  cocked  hat,  tights, 
silk  stockings  and  buckles,  musing  over  the  progress 
of  the  battle  and  munching  an  apple  !  ’ 

One  is  reminded  of  those  old  pictures  of  sea- 
battles  :  ship  locked  with  ship,  sailors  swarming 
over  rigging,  tumbling  masts  and  cracking  spars, 
half-naked  gunners,  Etnas  of  smoke.  The  storm  of 
balls,  we  read,  was  so  thick  that  the  sailors  saw  them 
strike  one  another  as  they  were  discharged,  and  fell 
flattened  into  the  water.  The  ship  became  a  shambles, 
and  all  but  a  wreck. 

•V. 

■VV’  *7V  TV  *7v*  *7V* 

Collingwood  ‘  fought  like  an  angel  ’  ;  he  was 
banged  about  a  good  deal,  but  escaped  with  a  splinter 
in  the  leg— as  though  to  justify  the  silk  stockings. 
His  Captain  (Rotherham)  and  his  secretary,  were 
unscathed,  but  the  rest  on  the  quarter-deck  were 
killed  or  wounded.  Rotherham  made  as  easy  a 
target  as  Collingwood.  But  nothing  would  induce 
him  to  forego  his  gold-laced  cocked  hat. 

He  was  a  North-countryman,  like  Collingwood, 
with  a  dry  humour — indeed,  most  of  the  crew  of 
‘  Royal  Sovereign  ’  were  North-countrymen,  re¬ 
cruited  from  around  Newcastle-on-Tyne — and  they 
besought  him  in  vain.  ‘  I  have  always  fought  in  a 
cocked  hat,  and  I  always  will  !  ’ 

That  air  of  gold  lace  and  buckles  pervades  the 
story  of  those  weeks.  Was  ever  warfare  conducted 
with  such  courtesies  ?  When  the  battle  was  over, 
the  vanquished  sent  a  present  of  wine  to  the  victors. 
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“  My  Lord  Marquis,’  writes  Collingwood,  ‘  I 
beg  your  lordship  will  accept  my  best  thanks  for 
your  kind  present  of  a  cask  of  most  excellent  wine. 
I  wish  I  had  anything  half  so  good  to  send  your 
Excellency;  but  perhaps  an  English  cheese  may  be  a 
rarity  at  Cadiz,  and  I  accordingly  take  the  liberty  of 
begging  your  lordship’s  acceptance  of  one  and  of  a 
cask  of  porter.’ 

The  Spaniards  riposted  by  sending  ‘  sixty 
melons  and  some  baskets  of  grapes,  of  figs,  and  of 
pomegranites.’ 

^ 

*7V*  *7V*  *7V*  '7V*  VV 

In  October,  1806,  Captain  Rainsford  was  com¬ 
manding  the  ‘  Altenienne  64,’  and  on  the  27th  Oct., 
this  ship  was  lost  in  the  Esqunques,  in  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean,  and  he  perished  with  347  of  the  crew. 

One  of  the  surviving  officers,  in  his  narrative 
of  the  disaster,  said,  “  I  urged  Captain  Rainsford  to 
to  save  himself  by  swimming  to  the  launch,  but  in 
vain,  he  declaring  he  was  perfectly  resigned  to  his 
fate,  and  was  determined  not  to  quit  his  post  while 
a  man  remained.” 

•Ur  -Vr  -Ur  sV. 

'TV'  *7V*  '7V*  '7V*  'TV’ 

Allusion  has  been  made  to  the  recent  death  of 
Lord  Cullen  of  Ashbourne  (a  direct  descendant  of 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Rainsford,  1676)  who  passed 
away  November  3rd,  1932,  at  the  age  of  68. 

He  was  the  son  of  the  late  George  E.  Cokayne 
Clarencieux,  King  of  Arms,  and  Mary,  sister  of  the 
first  Lord  Aldenham.  Lord  Cullen  married  in  1904, 
Grace  Margaret,  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  the  Hon. 
John  Marsham,  second  son  of  the  third  Earl  of 
Romney,  and  he  leaves  three  sons  and  three  daugh¬ 
ters.  The  successor  to  the  peerage  is  his  eldest  son? 
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the  Hon.  Charles  Borlase  Marsham  Cokayne,  who 
was  born  in  1912. 

Lord  Cullen,  who  for  so  many  years  was  known 
as  Mr.,  and  later  as  Sir  Brien  Cokayne,  will  always 
be  especially  remembered  for  valuable  services 
rendered  during  the  years  of  the  Great  War. 

He  was  elected  a  Director  of  the  Bank  of 
England  in  December,  1902,  and  in  April,  1915  he 
became  Deputy  Governor  to  Lord  Cunliffe,  and 
was  thus  directly  associated  with  the  control  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Bank  throughout  practically  the  whole 
of  the  critical  War  period.  Lord  Cunliffe’s  term  of 
office  was  exceptionally  prolonged,  and  it  was  not 
till  the  spring  of  1918  that  Sir  Brien  Cokayne 
became  Governor.  It  was  in  recognition  of  the 
arduous  work  performed  during  those  years  that 
in  1917  the  Order  of  Knighthood  was  conferred 
upon  Sir  Brien  ;  while  he  was  created  a  Peer  in 
1920,  on  the  occasion  of  his  retirement  from  the 
Governorship  of  the  Bank,  though  he  remained 
an  active  member  on  the  Board. 


CHAPTER  XI. 


The  Rainsfords  of  Ireland. 

The  Rainsfords  of  Ireland  descend  from  the 
Rainsfords  of  Rainsford  Hall,  Co.  Lancs.,  and  bear 
for  their  Arms  a  Cross  sable  (the  Crusaders’  Cross) 
crest,  a  Reindeer’s  Head,  cabossed  azure,  attired  or. 

The  following  notes  were  obtained  from  the 
National  Library  of  Ireland,  by  Frederick  Turner 
Rainsford,  J.P.,  Mar.,  1932  : — 

Fiant,  1451.  The  first  mention  to  be  found  of  a 
Rainsford  in  Ireland  is  of  Hercules  Rainsford,  in  a 
Fiant  dated  24th  Nov.,  1569,  which  grants  to  H. 
Raynsford  (reciting  the  statute  11  Eliz.,  Sec.  4, 
Ch.  i,  Sec.  3,  granting  a  custom  duty  upon  wine),  the 
office  of  customer  or  collector  of  the  wine  duties  in 
Kensale.  To  hold  during  pleasure,  with  the  fees 
belonging  to  the  office. 

Another  Fiant,  dated  20th  March,  1570/1, 
grants  to  H.  Raynesford,  Gent.,  the  wardship  and 
marriage  of  Edmund,  son  and  heir  of  Nicholas,  son 
and  heir  of  William  Hore,  late  of  Harpeston,  Co. 
Wexford,  Gent.,  Consideration  £5. 

In  1576,  as  appears  by  a  Fiant  dated  20th  April, 
in  that  year,  H.  Raynesford,  Gent.,  was  appointed 
to  the  office  of  Collector  of  the  Custom  on  Wines,  in 
Limerick,  in  the  same  conditions,  and  with  the  same 
emoluments  as  at  Kinsale.  This  occurred  directly 
before  he  was  appointed  Constable  of  the  Castle  of 
Limerick,  with  the  King’s  Island  and  fishery,  called 
“  The  Leix  is  werres.”  To  hold,  during  pleasure, 
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with  a  fee  of  £10,  etc.  (Fiant  dated  16th  May,  1576). 
He  does  not  appear  to  have  held  this  post  long,  as  in 
the  list  of  Constables  of  Limerick  Castle,  given  in 
Lodges’  “  Liber  Numerum  Publicorum  Hiternie,” 
Vol.  I,  Pt.  2.,  p.  116,  his  next  successor  but  one,  is 
said  to  have  been  appointed  in  1580. 

A  Fiant  dated  2nd  March,  1576/7,  leaves  to  H. 
Rainsforde,  Gent.,  the  Rectory  of  Cloydagh,  in  the 
Dolloughe,  Co.  Carlow,  parcel  of  the  Abbey  of 
Connall,  Co.  Kildare,  with  the  tithes  extending  to 
Cloughegrenan,  Ballenebrenaghe,  Ballytrolly,  Garry- 
more,  Ballubrine,  Stradenefushare,  Cloughcristicke, 
and  Cloughna,  the  altarages  and  third  sheaf  of  the 
tithes  due  to  the  Vicar  excepted.  To  hold  for  21 
years.  Rent  £4  6s.  8d.  Provided  that  he  shall  not 
alien  to  any,  except  they  be  of  English  nation,  both 
by  father  and  mother,  or  born  in  the  English  pale, 
without  licence,  under  the  great  seal  ;  also  he  shall 
not  charge  coyse  or  livery,  or  other  unlawful  im¬ 
positions.  Fine  £4  6s.  8d. 

Another  Fiant,  dated  9th  May,  1577,  leaves  to 
H.  Raynesforde,  Gent.,  two  Watermills,  now  de¬ 
cayed,  in  one  house,  called  the  King’s  Mills,  in  the 
City  of  Limerick,  upon  the  bank  of  the  Shenyne, 
between  Cordowerr  on  the  west  side,  etc. 

After  being  first  Constable  of  Limerick 
Castle,  he  was  appointed  Constable  of  Dublin 
Castle. 

A  Will  in  this  connection  is  recorded  by  Alfred 
Ransford,  in  Notes  and  Queries,  April  30th,  1927, 
p.  313  : — 

William  Barnes  married  the  widow  of  Her¬ 
cules  Rainesford,  Governor  of  Limerick  and  Dublin 
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Castles.  By  his  Will  dated  Aug.  22nd,  1621,  “  for 
the  special  love  and  affection  for  his  well-beloved 
son-in-law  (step-son  correctly),  Sir  Henry  Rainsford, 
Kt.,  and  Dame  Anne,  his  wife,  and  for  the  consider¬ 
ation  of  Sir  Henry  paying  all  his  (testator’s)  debts 
and  legacies  ;  all  his  goods  and  chattels,  except 
such  as  were  set  out  in  the  said  schedule.” 

“  To  his  cousin,  Francis  Rainsford,  second  son 
of  Sir  Henry,  a  chain  of  gold,  which  was  his  grand¬ 
mother’s.  To  his  cousin,  Henry,  eldest  son  of  Sir 
Henry,  his  white  basin  and  ewer  of  silver  and  two 
great  pots  belonging  to  the  same.  To  cousin  Eleanor 
Rainsford,  his  wife,  £10,  to  buy  her  a  jewel.” 

This  Will  places  this  Hercules  Rainsford  in  the 
Clifford  Chamber’s  line  of  descent,  coming  through 
from  the  second  son,  William  of  Great  Tew  Manor, 
Oxon. 

Sir  Mark  Rainsford,  whose  Will  is  dated  1709, 
and  who  died  Dec.  10th,  in  the  same  year,  was  High 
Sheriff  of  Dublin,  1690/1,  and  the  third  Lord  Mayor 
of  that  City,  1700/1.  Sir  Mark  Rainsford’s  name,  as 
Lord  Mayor  of  the  City  was  so  inscribed  on  King 
William’s  Statue  in  College  Green,  Dublin,  which 
was  removed  in  1930.  He  was  said  to  be  the  son  of 
William  Rainsford,  who  served  under  Cromwell  in 
Ireland,  and  was  uncle  to  Michael  Rainsford;  this 
Michael  empaled  the  ‘Coleman  Arms.’  The  Coleman 
family  are  ancient  Irish,  from  Meath,  the  name  signi¬ 
fying  ‘a  dove.’  They  were  very  rich  ground  landlords, 
and  their  leases  were  granted  direct  from  the  king, 
and  they  still  possess  landed  estates,  and  also  ground 
rents  in  the  centre  of  Dublin  City.  The  Herald 
Office  in  Dublin  Castle  was  greatly  interested  in 
these  ‘  Coleman  ’  Arms,  which  is  the  cross  ‘  Flurette;’ 
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and  which  this  Rainsford  branch  have  adopted. 
These  Rainsfords  espoused  the  cause  of  Cromwell 
in  Ireland,  and  held  important  positions  under  him  ; 
and  in  the  re-adjustment  of  land  were  granted  con¬ 
siderable  estates  in  the  counties  of  Wexford,  Wicklow 
and  Carlow.  Of  these  estates  only  the  Townlands 
of  Ballinastran  (about  800  acres)  in  Co.  Wexford, 
remained,  and  were  inherited  by  the  Rev.  Marcus 
Rainsford  of  Belgrave  Chapel,  London,  as  the  eldest 
son  of  William  Ryland  Rainsford  ;  and  he  left  it  to 
his  second  son  the  late  Colonel  Stephen  Dixon 
Rainsford,  C.B.  (Late  R.A.),  together  with  Rainsford 
Lodge,  Dublin,  built  by  William  Ryland  Rainsford. 
He  sold  to  the  tenants  this  remaining  property  about 
the  year  1900. 

t 

The  reason  why  such  a  small  portion  of  the  estate 
in  the  three  counties  was  inherited  by  William  Ryland 
Rainsford,  was  because  his  grandfather,  James  Rains¬ 
ford  squandered  his  fortunes  in  the  Court  of  France, 
and  sold  his  estates,  even  without  proper  title,  in 
other  words,  broke  his  marriage  settlement  to  do  so. 
The  amount  is  preserved  in  the  family  records  and  is 
stated  to  be  £56,000. 


Sir  Mark  Rainsford  settled  at  Blessington,  Co. 
Wicklow.  The  Austin  Cooper  family  in  Ireland 
descended  from  a  Miss  Rainsford  of  Blessington, 
‘  Ashley  ’  being  also  one  of  the  Christian  names,  and 
about  1660  they  were  cousins  to  the  Shaftesbury 
family. 

Sir  Mark  married  (1)  a  daughter  of  Giles  Mee, 
and  (2)  on  May  16th,  1695,  Isabella,  daughter  of 
Robert  Bolton  of  Brazeel  (formerly  one  of  the  show 
places  of  Dublin  but  now  only  the  walls  remain). 
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By  his  first  wife  he  had  three  sons,  Edward, 
Marcus,  and  Giles  Mee,  also  several  daughters. 

In  the  year  1670,  Giles  Mee,  the  father  of  Sir 
Mark’s  first  wife,  a  brewer,  obtained  from  the 
Municipal  Corporation  a  lease  of  certain  water 
rights,  described  as  the  ‘ground  called  Pipes,’  in 
the  parish  of  St.  James  ;  and  these  rights  passed 
eventually  into  the  ownership  of  Sir  Mark  Rainsford, 
Alderman  and  Brewer,  of  St.  James’  Gate,  Dublin  ; 
and  the  founder  of  Guinness’  Brewery.  In  1693,  he 
had  a  brew-house  at  St.  James’  Gate,  where  beer  and 
fine  ales  were  made  ;  in  November,  1715,  he  appar¬ 
ently  went  out  of  business,  as  he  then  granted  a  lease 
of  the  premises  for  99  years  to  Paul  Espanage. 

The  Espanage  family  carried  on  the  brewing 
business  for  some  45  years,  when  for  some  reason 
unknown  the  lease  fell  out,  and  on  the  31st  Dec., 
1759,  the  premises  were  demised  by  Mark  Rainsford, 
Esq.,  of  Portarlington  (Sir  Mark  Rainsford’s  son), 
to  Arthur  Guinness  of  the  City  of  Dublin,  merchant, 
for  999  years,  ‘  to  be  held  in  as  ample  and  beneficial 
a  manner,  as  the  same  were  formerly  held  by  Paul 
Espanage  and  John  Espanage,’  at  a  rent  of  £ 45 
per  annum. 

Arthur  Guinness  was  the  eldest  son  of  Richard 
Guinness,  of  Celbridge,  Co.  Kildare,  and  was  born 
1725.  In  1876,  Lord  Ardilaun,  the  great  grandson, 
sold  his  half  share  to  his  brother  Edward,  the  First 
Earl  of  Iveagh,  and  in  1886  the  brewery  was  turned 
into  a  Limited  Company  and  sold  to  the  public 
for  .£6,000,000.  In  1760,  the  area  covered  by  the 
brewery  was  4  acres,  and  now  (1932)  it  is  over 
60.  These  particulars  have  been  copied  by  Mr. 
A.  J.  L.  Rainsford,  from  documents  preserved 


224 


THE  RAINSFORDS  OF  IRELAND 


in  the  Public  Registry  of  Deeds,  Dublin  ;  and  also 
from  the  book,  “  History  of  Guinness  Brewery  ” 
at  the  Irish  Bankers’  Club,  Dublin. 

At  one  time  the  Guinness  and  Rainsford  families 
were  closely  connected,  as  shewn  in  the  accompany¬ 
ing  chart,  which  Henry  Seymour  Guinness  recently 
presented  to  Frederick  Turner  Rainsford,  and  which 
he  made  out  of  his  own  family,  including  his  cousin, 
the  late  Earl  of  Iveagh.  Mr.  F.  T.  Rainsford  holds 
interesting  letters  from  Sir  Benjamin  Guinness, 
Bart.,  to  his  grandmother,  nee  Knight,  afterwards 
Read. 

Rainsford  Street,  Dublin,  runs  alongside  the 
brewery  at  St.  James’  Gate,  and  is  recorded  on  all 
old  and  modern  maps. 

The  Estate  and  Mansion  House  of  Hutton  Read, 
with  other  Townslands,  which  still  bear  the  name 
of  Read,  in  the  County  Kildare,  were  grants  made 
by  Charles  I,  and  were  subsequently  forfeited  by 
Cromwell  (1649)  for  loyalty  to  Charles,  and  also, 
subsequently,  portions  of  the  landed  estates  were 
redeemed  through  the  marriage  with  Elizabeth 
Pretious.  (E.T.R.,  Mar.,  1932). 

The  following  are  extracts  from  Sir  Mark 
Rainsford’s  Will,  dated  1709.  Died  Dec.  1709. 

“  Being  in  perfect  health  and  memory,  thanks 
to  Almighty  God.  And  first  I  give,  and  I  commit  my 
soul  to  Almighty  God,  my  Saviour  and  Redeemer, 
and  my  body  to  be  buried  .  .  . 

To  be  buried  in  St.  James’,  if  I  die  in  this 
Kingdom.  Will  in  favour  of  his  son  Edward  and  his 
heirs  ,  .  , 


The  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Marcus  Rainsford, 

( Fifteenth  Knight  of  the  Family ), 

High  Sheriff  1690 — 1. 

Third  Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin,  1700 — 1. 

Founder  of  Guinness's  Brewery ,  which  his  G.-Son  Marcus  sold  to 
Arthur  Guinness ,  1759. — Vide  Letter  from  Rt.  Hon.  Viscount  Iveagh  to  A.R. 

This  grandson,  Marcus ,  is  mentioned  in  the  Will  of  his  father  Mark  R., 

proved  May ,  IJ20, 


226 


THE  RAINSFORDS  OF  IRELAND 


Item,  6  silver  salters,  great  silver  tankard,  2 
pairs  silver  candlesticks,  do.  Snuffers  ...  all  the 
pictures  on  the  great  stairs. 

Item  to  Edward,  the  house  wherein  the  widow 
Smith  lives  in  St.  Thomas’  Street  ;  another  in  same 
Street,  also  in  Brownloes  Alley  ;  Abnan  Street,  and 
4  houses  leased  from  the  Duke  of  Ormond— several 
houses  in  the  Combe,  and  leading  to  St.  Francis 
Street. 

To  my  daughter,  Ann  Ransford,  house  in  the 
pottle.  To  his  son,  Mark  Ransford,  house  and  piece 
of  ground  in  Kilmainham,  Dolphins  Barn  and  the 
house  wherein  I  dwell  in  St.  James’  Street  ;  house 
in  High  Street,  holding  at  end  Francis  Street  ; 
holding  in  Ransford  Street. 

My  son,  Giles  Mee  Ransford,  “  Marke  R.  got 
the  greet  silver  tankard  that  the  Brewers  gave  me.” 
Col.  James  Hamilton,  her  brother  in-law  and  their 
Aunt  Hamilton  to  be  guardian  to  both  of  them, 
Ann  and  Mark,  my  grandchildren  by  his  daughter 
(Mrs.  Jane)  Forrest. 

By  his  daughter  (Mrs.)  Henncken  and  married 
daughter  (Isabella)  Bowles  ;  Ransford  Henrican, 
my  grandson,  the  latter  to  get  land  from  Squire 
Wentworth  for  terms  of  years  in  County  Wicklow. 
Granddaughter  Isabella  Bowles,  do.  Jane  Fforrest, 
twelve  houses  in  Millar’s  Alley,  Little  Thomas  Court. 

Isaac  Ward,  Charles  Forrest,  and  James  Hamil¬ 
ton,  Esq.,  my  brother-in-law.  Mary  Borrows  and 
Giles  Mee  Ransford,  lands  of  Thomas  Burro wes,  in 
Co.  Wicklow,” 
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The  following  is  the  Will  of  Mark  Rainsford, 
Gent.,  the  second  son  of  Sir  Mark,  the  Lord  Mayor, 
by  a  daughter  of  Giles  Mee.  Died  Jan.,  1719.  Will 
proved  May,  1720. 

“  Being  in  perfect  sense  and  memory,  praise 
be  God.  First  I  commend  my  soul  into  the  hands  of 
Almighty  God  and  my  Saviour  and  Redeemer, 
Jesus  Christ,  hoping  through  the  merits  of  his  death 
and  passion  to  enjoy  everlasting  salvation.  Buried  in 
St.  James’.  My  beloved  wife,  Cordelia  R.  My  father- 
in-law,  Isaac  Ward,  my  brewing  copper,  brewing 
utensils  in  the  brewhouse  held  from  Paul  Espinas. 

I  order  the  same  to  be  held  by  my  son  Mark,  to 
him  one  house  and  piece  of  land  in  Kilmainham, 
Dolphins  Barn,  all  houses  in  St.  James’  Street,  High 
Street  and  Francis  Street,  Ransford  Street,  moiety 
of  Parson’s  Brewers’  holding  in  same  Street,  in 
Thomas’  Street,  do.,  of  field,  formerly  held  by 
Sister  Forrest,  do.  of  Dalton’s  Alley  in  Thomas 
Street,  Pilkington’s  holding. 

My  brother,  Giles  Mee  R.,  my  father,  Sir  Mark 
R.  To  my  said  son,  the  silver  tankard,  and  if  he 
die,  to  my  nephew,  John  Forrest. 

My  brother,  Edward  Ransford,  Sir  M.  R.’s 
lease  in  St.  James’  Street.  Paul  Espinas  to  have  Sir 
M.  R.’s  own  house  in  James’  Street.  My  niece  and 
god-daughter,  Elizabeth  Forrest,  my  brother-in-law, 
Charles  Ward.  My  sister-in-law,  Catherine  Ward, 
my  oval  silver  snuff-box.  My  brother-in-law, 
Richard  Tighe,  Esq.,  a  mourning  ring.  My  wife  to 
be  guardian  of  his  son  Mark  until  of  age.”  William 
Tighe  (Tilte). 
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Edward  Rainsford  (brother  of  Mark  and  son  of 
Sir  Marcus  Rainsford)  mentions  in  his  Will  dated 
1743,  his  wife  Margaret,  his  son  Edward,  his  young¬ 
est  son  Robert;  his  eldest  daughter  Isabella,  and 
youngest  daughter  Martha.  His  executors  were 
John  Ball,  Esq.,  of  Three  Castles,  Kilkenny,  and  his 
son  Edward  Rainsford,  of  the  City  of  Dublin.  This 
son  Edward  Rainsford  of  Richmond,  Co.  Dublin, 
whose  Will  is  dated  1789,  mentions  “  my  daughter 
Mrs.  Doyle  and  my  grandson  Francis  Doyle.” 
He  had  a  son  Edward  who  married  Elinor  Pope, 
and  his  youngest  son  was  Capt.  Mark  Rainsford  of 
Portarlington,  King’s  Co.  This  youngest  son  Mark 
was  born  about  1755,  Will  dated  1795.  He  obtained 
a  commission  and  saw  service  in  the  105th  Regiment, 
commanded  by  Francis  Lord  Rawdon,  afterwards 
2nd  Earl  of  Moira,  during  the  American  War 
of  Independence.  In  1794  he  served  under  the 
Duke  of  York  in  the  Netherlands,  and  was  after¬ 
wards  employed  in  raising  black  troops  in  the 
West  Indies.  In  1799  he  visited  St.  Dominica, 
and  had  an  interview  with  Lousaint  Louverture  ; 
he  was  subsequently  arrested  and  condemned  to 
death  as  a  spy,  but  was  reprieved  and  eventually 
set  at  liberty.  He  published  an  account  of  this 
adventure,  entitled  “  A  memoir  of  transactions 
that  took  place  in  St.  Dominica,  1799-1802  ”  (8  vols.) 
He  retired  from  the  army  with  rank  of  Captain  about 
1803.  He  also  published  an  account  of  the  Black 
Empire  of  Hayti  ;  and  a  poem,  entitled  “  The 
Revolutions  in  Britain.”  (See  Foster’s  Baronetage 
Doyle). 

In  1779  Major-General  Welbore  Ellis  Doyle 
married  in  early  life  Frances,  the  beautiful  daughter 
of  Edward  Rainsford  of  Richmond,  Co.  Dublin 
(Will  dated  1789),  eldest  son  of  Edward  (Will  dated 
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1743)  and  grandson  of  Lord  Mayor  Sir  Marcus 
Rainsford,  great-grandson  of  William  Rainsford, 
who  was  Mayor  of  Londonderry  when  that  town  was 
besieged  by  James  II. 

They  had  two  sons,  Francis  Hastings,  born 
1783,  and  Carlo  Joseph,  born  1787,  in  Germany, 
was  so  named  after  the  Emperor  Joseph  II,  who 
was  his  godfather.  Frances  became  a  widow  in  1798 
and  in  1801  married  Count  Joseph  Grimaldi,  who  later 
became  Prince  of  Monaco  ;  Count  Joseph  had 
no  children  by  her,  but  had  had  two  daughters  by 
his  first  wife,  who  was  a  daughter  of  the  Due  de 
Choiseul,  and  these  ladies  married  Frenchmen. 

An  interesting  book  has  been  written  by  Colonel 
Arthur  Doyle,  great-grandson  of  Major  General 
Welbore  Ellis  Doyle  and  Frances  (Rainsford)  his 
wife,  entitled  “  A  Hundred  Years  of  Conflict,” 
being  some  records  of  the  services  of  six  Generals 
of  the  DoyL  family,  1756  to  1856. 

Some  extracts  of  this  book  are  as  follows: — 

“  Major  General  Welbore  Ellis  Doyle  was  the 
younger  brother  of  General  Sir  John  Doyle,  Bart., 
who  was  originally  intended  for  the  law,  but  Welbore 
Ellis  having  previously  joined  the  army  in  1770, 
he  gave  up  the  Bar  and  purchased  an  ensigney  and 
in  due  time  a  lieutenancy  in  the  48th  Regiment 
in  1774.  He  exchanged  to  the  40th  on  it  being 
ordered  to  America  on  the  war  breaking  out  in  1775, 
in  which  country  he  continued  till  the  peace  of 
1782,  a  period  of  the  most  severe  and  trying  service 
ever  known  in  our  military  annals. 

In  1788  his  reputation  as  a  soldier  and  a  speaker 
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attracted  the  notice  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  who 
appointed  him  to  the  post  of  his  Private  Secretary. 
Various  speeches  of  his  in  the  Irish  House  of 
Commons  had  brought  him  into  notice — notably 
one  on  the  management  of  the  police  in  Dublin  and 
the  County  for  which  on  this  occasion  the  freedom 
of  the  City  of  Dublin  was  voted  to  him. 

The  war  which  broke  out  in  1793  called  him 
back  to  his  original  profession,  and  he  offered  his 
services  to  raise  a  regiment  of  his  countrymen  for 
the  service  of  the  Government.  The  corps  was 
raised  and  was  numbered  ‘87,’  and  called  the  Prince 
of  Wales’  Irish  Regiment,  now  the  Royal  Irish 
Fusiliers.  Soon  after  he  was  raised  by  brevet 
promotion  to  the  rank  of  Colonel,  and  was  selected 
by  his  old  commander  Lord  Rawdon,  now  Earl  of 
Moria,  to  accompany  him  on  his  expedition  to  the 
Continent  in  1794.  His  younger  brother  Welbore 
Ellis  Doyle  was  in  the  same  expedition,  and  accom¬ 
panied  the  force  as  Adjutant- General. 

In  1794  Colonel  Doyle  was  appointed  a  Briga¬ 
dier-General  upon  the  staff  and  ordered  to  Gibraltar 
and  later  he  was  placed  on  the  staff  under  Abercromby 
whom  he  accompanied  to  Minorca,  Malta,  and  Cadiz, 
and  ultimately  became  one  of  the  Generals  upon 
the  expedition  to  Egypt,  and  after  the  close  of  the 
Egyptian  Campaign  in  1802,  General  Doyle  went 
to  Naples  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  and  while 
there  volunteered  to  convey  to  the  Government  in 
London  some  important  despatches  that  it  was 
feared  might  be  waylaid  by  hordes  of  banditti 
then  infesting  the  north  of  Naples. 

On  his  arrival  in  England  he  was  appointed  a 
Major-General  on  the  staff  and  sent  to  command  in 


THE  RAINSFORDS  OF  IRELAND 


231 


Guernsey,  and  shortly  afterwards  was  made  Govern¬ 
or  of  that  island,  which  was  at  that  time  a  most 
important  garrison.  In  spite  of  many  difficul¬ 
ties,  General  Doyle  succeeded  in  conciliating  the 
affections  of  the  inhabitants;  the  greatest  harmony 
subsisted  between  them  and  the  military,  and  the 
Measures  of  Government  for  the  defence  of  the 
island  were  carried  into  effect  with  a  promptitude 
and  liberality  unknown  before  his  time. 

In  1804  the  principal  inhabitants  presented  him 
with  a  gold  vase  set  with  diamonds,  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  inscription  : — 

“  To  Major-General  John  Doyle,  Governor  and 
Commander-in-Chief,  Knight  of  the  Crescent,’ 
Colonel  of  the  87th  Regiment. 

From  the  inhabitants  of  the  island  of  Guernsey, 
as  a  token  of  their  regard  and  gratitude  for  his 
consistent  and  strenuous  support  of  their  laws  and 
privileges,  for  his  zeal  and  indefatigable  exertions 
in  most  effectively  providing  for  their  defence  and 
for  the  perfect  harmony  and  good  understanding  he 
has  by  his  conciliatory  manner  uniformly  preserved 
between  the  civil  and  the  Military. 

Guernsey,  13th  June,  1804.” 

Two  other  public  bodies  gave  him  two  gold 
vases  to  match  with  suitable  inscriptions.  Soon  after 
this  the  island  of  Alderney  was  placed  under  the 
command  of  the  General,  and  the  States-General, 
as  a  mark  of  their  esteem  presented  him  with  a  gold 
snuff-box  set  with  diamonds  and  rubies. 

In  1805  the  General  was  created  a  Baronet  of 
the  United  Kingdom;  he  was  made  a  Lieutenant- 
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General  in  1808,  and  continued  to  command  in 
Guernsey  till  1812;  he  left  there  about  1813,  when 
his  active  life  closed.  After  leaving  the  island  a 
column  was  raised  to  him  by  public  subscription, 
the  only  inscription  on  it  being  “  Doyle-Gratitude  ” 
which  is  still  standing.  In  1810  he  was  created  a 
K.B.,  which  after  the  re-organisation  of  the  order 
after  1815,  was  changed  to  the  Grand  Cross. 

He  became  M.P.  for  the  Isle  of  Wight,  but 
only  remained  in  Parliament  about  two  years. 
He  lived  principally  in  London,  in  Grafton  Street, 
with  a  niece,  or  great-neice,  who  afterwards  became 
the  first  Lady  Lytton.” 

He  died  in  1834  at  the  age  of  78,  being  second 
senior  General  in  the  army. 

Welbore  Ellis  Doyle  was  two  years  younger 
than  his  brother  Sir  John.  He  was  scarcely  as 
amiable,  but  he  possessed  an  immense  force  of 
character  and  a  power  of  dominating  others.  Though 
not  as  well  known  as  his  elder  brother  Sir  John, 
Welbore  Ellis  Doyle  saw  as  much  service  and  hard 
fighting,  and  was  in  some  cases  in  positions  of  greater 
responsibility. 

In  1778  Captain  Welbore  Ellis  Doyle  command¬ 
ed  the  Volunteers  of  Ireland  in  Philadelphia,  and 
was  appointed  Lieut. -Colonel.  They  were  favourably 
mentioned  by  Lord  Cornwallis  and  after  the  second 
Battle  of  Camden,  the  Volunteers  of  Ireland  were 
formed  into  the  regular  army  ;  and  Lord  Rawdon 
and  Welbore  Ellis  Doyle  were  respectively  gazetted 
Colonel  and  Lieut. -Colonel,  Mar.  21st,  1782. 

In  1793,  after  the  surrender  of  Valenciennes, 
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Welbore  Ellis  Doyle  was  made  a  Brevet  Colonel, 
and  later  became  Adjutant- General,  with  the  rank 
of  Brigadier-General,  to  a  force  commanded  by 
Lord  Moira.  In  1795  he  was  promoted  a  Major- 
General  and  made  Governor  of  Southampton. 

General  Doyle  was  made  full  Colonel  of  the 
53rd  Shropshire  Regiment  of  Foot  early  in  1796; 
and  in  November,  1796  he  was  made  Commander- 
in-Chief  and  Acting  Governor  of  Ceylon,  and  sailed 
for  that  place  accompanied  by  his  eldest  son  Francis 
Hastings  Doyle. 

The  climate  did  not  suit  him,  he  got  rapidly 
worse  and  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine,  January 
2nd,  1798,  and  is  buried  in  the  Dutch  graveyard  at 
Colombo.  In  his  Will  dated  on  board  a  Government 
lugger,  he  leaves  all  he  may  die  possessed  of,  not  in 
trust,  but  absolutely  to  his  loving  and  constant 
friend  the  Earl  of  Moira,  trusting  that  he  will  do 
the  best  he  can  for  his  wife  and  children.  He  also 
trusts  that  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  H.R.H. 
the  Duke  of  York,  who  have  always  shown  him  the 
greatest  favour  and  kindness,  will  do  their  best  to 
obtain  for  his  wife  a  pension  should  anything 
happen  to  him,  as  the  widow  of  a  General  officer 
who  had  been  in  every  campaign  during  his  time, 
and  who  had  had  no  time  to  look  after  his  own 
affairs;  but  his  family  suffered  greatly  from  un¬ 
trustworthy  agents. 

Of  the  two  sons  of  Major  General  Welbore 
Ellis  Doyle  and  Frances  (Rainsford)  Francis  Hast¬ 
ings  the  elder,  had  an  eventful  life  up  to  about  his 
twentieth  year;  but  after  that  from  the  hardships 
and  privations  he  had  experienced  as  a  child  was 
forced  from  the  state  of  his  health  to  retire  from 
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active  military  life;  and  though  he  continued  on 
half-pay,  his  career  followed  along  the  lines  of  civil 
employment. 

His  father  was  not  a  man  to  allow  childhood 
to  stand  in  the  way  of  active  service  if  anything  was 
going  on,  and  in  quite  early  days  he  was  on  half-pay 
of  the  105th  Foot,  the  late  Volunteers  of  Ireland  of 
the  American  War.  In  1794,  at  the  age  of  eleven, 
he  was  appointed  Ensign  in  Captain  Henry  Tufton’s 
Independent  Company  of  Foot  ;  he  had  accompan¬ 
ied  his  father,  then  Colonel  of  the  14th  Foot,  to 
Flanders  in  1793,  and  was  present  at  the  action  of 
Famars  at  the  immature  age  of  a  little  over  ten.  After 
this  he  returned  to  his  mother  in  England  for  a 
while;  on  Nov.  1st,  1794,  he  was  promoted  Captain 
in  the  108th  Foot  at  the  age  of  eleven,  while  his 
father  had  joined  the  army  at  twelve. 

He  underwent  the  dreadful  hardships  of  the 
winter  of  1794,  when  the  Rhine  was  solidly  frozen 
over  and  in  the  spring  of  1795  returned  to  England 
and  acted  as  a  sort  of  A. D.C.  to  his  father,  who  then 
commanded  Southampton.  In  the  winter  of  1796 
he  was  ill  with  measles,  but  was  fetched  out  of  bed 
and  carried  to  the  ship  in  November,  and  arriving 
at  Ceylon  early  in  1797  to  accompany  his  father 
who  had  been  ordered  to  take  command  of  the 
troops  there,  and  to  administer  the  government  of 
that  island.  Later  Welbore  Ellis  Doyle  attached  his 
son  to  a  Highland  regiment,  the  72nd  or  74th.  He 
accompanied  this  regiment  to  Madras,  where  he 
became  acquainted  with,  and  received  the  kindly 
notice  of  Colonel  Arthur  Wellesley.  In  1799  he 
was  attached  to  the  staff  of  Charles  Stuart  in  Sicily, 
and  appears  to  have  been  taken  notice  of  by  Nelson, 
a  fact  which  considerably  influenced  his  subsequent 


THE  RAINSFORDS  OF  IRELAND 


235 


career.  He  was  sent  with  despatches  from 
Nelson,  both  to  Berlin  and  to  England. 

He  was  presented  to  Napoleon,  and  in  the  book 
to  which  reference  has  been  made  earlier  in  the 
Chapter  are  interesting  letters  describing  the  scene. 

On  his  return  to  England  Francis  Hastings 
Doyle  was  made  D.A.A.G.  in  Guernsey,  and  in 
May,  1804,  became  engaged  to  be  married  to  Diana, 
daughter  of  Sir  William  Mordaunt  Milner,  of  Nun 
Appleton,  York,  and  of  his  wife  Diana,  daughter 
of  Humphrey  Sturt  of  Horton,  Dorset.  The  marriage 
took  place  the  end  of  1804,  and  in  1805  through 
Nelson’s  influence  he  was  appointed  Chief  Pay¬ 
master  of  Marines  in  London.  He  was  promoted 
to  Major  about  1803,  and  to  Lieut  .-Colonel  in  1810. 

In  1808  he  joined  the  Board  of  Excise,  and  in 
1812  was  appointed  Chairman  of  that  body,  and  it 
is  said  showed  a  great  ability  in  the  management 
of  its  affairs. 

He  was  appointed  Deputy-Lieutenant  of  the 
Tower  in  1826,  Colonel  in  1830,  and  Major-General 
in  1836.  He  was  also  created  a  Baronet  in  1828. 
He  died  in  1839  at  the  age  of  56,  simply  of  old  age 
brought  on  by  hardships  as  a  child.  Small  things 
worried  him  very  much  latterly,  and  he  was  also 
much  pressed  for  money,  in  spite  of  his  handsome 
salary  from  one  source  and  another. 

The  younger  son  of  Major  General  Welbore 
Ellis  Doyle  and  Frances  (Rainsford)  Charles  Joseph, 
commonly  called  Carlo  Doyle,  was  born  at  Warsaw 
in  1787,  while  his  father  was  Military  Envoy  at  that 
place.  As  stated,  he  was  called  Joseph  after  the 
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Emperor,  who  was  his  godfather,  Carlo  had  more 
chanee  of  education  than  his  elder  brother,  as  he 
did  not  join  the  army  till  he  was  sixteen,  being 
gazetted  in  the  Coldstream  Guards  in  1805. 

In  March,  1806,  after  being  with  them  in 
Hanover  and  Bremen,  he  was  appointed  A.D.C.  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  the  Duke  of  Bedford. 
In  1807  he  was  appointed  Captain  in  the  87th 
Prince’s  Own  Regiment  in  Guernsey,  and  in  1808 
was  attached  to  the  Spanish  Guerillas  in  the  North 
of  Spain;  the  end  of  that  year  he  narrowly  escaped 
capture  by  the  French  at  the  disastrous  battle  for  the 
Spaniards  at  Espinosa. 

He  joined  the  British  Army  two  days  before 
Corunna,  and  took  part  in  that  battle. 

In  1812  he  was  promoted  Major  and  ordered 
to  take  command  of  a  battalion  in  Guernsey. 

In  1813  he  was  appointed  Military  Secretary 
to  the  first  Marquis  of  Hastings,  Governor-General 
of  India;  as  such  he  had  a  most  interesting  and 
exciting  life  from  1813  to  1823.  In  1814-15  he  was 
with  the  field  force,  during  the  first  part  of  the 
Nepaul  War;  but  later  was  recalled  to  Cawnpore, 
when  a  force  was  being  organized  to  resist  Amir 
Khan  and  to  overawe  India. 

During  the  time  Carlo  Doyle  was  in  India,  he 
had  two  natural  children;  the  mother  is  thought  to 
have  been  the  daughter  of  a  chief,  who  had  been 
killed  with  all  his  relatives.  Both  mother  and 
children  died  in  1821,  and  in  memory  of  them  he 
founded  a  charitable  institution  for  children  in 
India  and  largely  endowed  it. 
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In  1823  Carlo  Doyle  left  India,  and  left  his 
money  in  Calcutta,  waiting  till  the  exchange  should 
be  favourable,  but  the  banks  went  down  one  after 
the  other,  and  the  whole  of  his  fortune  was  swept 
away,  leaving  him  past  forty  almost  penniless. 

In  1827  we  find  him  making  a  fresh  start  and 
about  that  time  went  out  to  Jamaica  to  be  Private 
Secretary  to  Lord  Sligo. 

After  staying  there  some  time  he  was  made 
Governor  of  Grenada,  where  he  remained  till  his 
health  broke  down,  and  he  returned  home  to  die. 
This  was  in  1845;  he  was  promoted  Major-General 
in  1846,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Regent  Street 
in  1848.  (See  end  of  Chapter  for  latest  information 
given  by  Col.  Sir  Arthur  Doyle,  great-grandson  of 
Frances  Rainsford). 

4!. 

*7V*  *A*  *7>?  ■TC*  *7V*  *7V* 

Will  of  Captain  Mark  Rainsford,  dated  October, 
1795,  of  Portarlington  (Sir  Mark  Rainsford’s 
great  grandson).  To  be  buried  as  my  exors.  shall 
think  fit.  First  I  bequeath  to  my  granddaughter 
Cordelia  Carey,  .£1,000,  on  attaining  the  age  of  21 
years  ;  also  to  William  Handcock,  Esq.,  of  Dublin, 
£5  for  mourning,  also  to  John  Kenny  and  his  wife 
Margery  (being  in  my  service). 

My  daughter,  Susanne  Carey,  otherwise  Rans- 
ford,  the  remainder  of  all  my  estates.  Executors  ob. 
are  Susannah  and  William  Handcock,  and  also  ap¬ 
pointed  guardians  to  his  granddaughter  Cordelia 
Carey.  My  friend  Wm.  Handcock  £5  extra,  and 
his  son,  Robert  Handcock,  my  spa,  gun,  and  case  of 
pistols.  In  case  my  granddaughter  should  die  un¬ 
married,  I  leave  all  my  freehold  and  leasehold  in¬ 
terests  in  Dublin  and  Portarlington  to  my  kinsman, 
Richard  Espinage,  Esq.,  Chancellor  at  Law. 
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Mark  Ransford  George  Murray  of  the  City  of 
Dublin,  Gent.,  R.  Espinage,  Councillor  at  law. 

Died,  Will  witnessed  Oct.  30th,  1795.  Ex. 
Nov.  5. 

Michael  Rainsford,  the  Lord  Mayor’s  nephew 
(born  at  Blessington,  1670)  ob.  Dec.  1756.  Will 
dated  1756.  He  married  Margaret  Coleman, 
sister  to  General  Coleman,  Kt.,  Secretary  to  the 
Duke  of  York  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II. 

“  My  daughter,  Mary  R.  £800  ;  my  son  James, 
1  leave  my  wife’s  gold  watch  ;  and  the  seal  and  trinkets 
belonging  to  my  wife,  to  my  daughter,  May. 
My  daughter,  Frances  Hutchinson,  £1,007.  To  her 
son,  Michael  Hutchinson,  the  same  for  his  life,  all 
other  estate  to  James.  I  direct  that  I  be  interred  in 
my  vault  at  Kilnoon,  Co.  Meath. 

Will  executed  15th  Dec.,  1756. 

James  Rainsford,  Armourer  to  King  George  II, 
whose  Will  is  dated  1787,  was  the  only  son  of  Mich¬ 
ael.  He  married  Ann  Ryland,  dau.  of  Joseph  Ryland 
of  Park  Gate,  Great  Weston,  Cheshire.  Her  sister 
became  the  wife  of  Brian  O'Connor,  Usher  of  the  Irish 
House  of  Lords. 

James  Rainsford  spent  his  fortune  at  the  Court 
of  Louis  XVI  of  France,  his  portrait  in  oils  at  the 
Palace  of  Versailles,  represents  him  in  his  French 
robes,  the  minature  of  which,  in  a  frame  of  gold, 
was  stolen  from  Rainsford  Lodge,  Dublin. 

Will  of  James  Rainsford,  dated  1787, 
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Wife,  Mrs.  Anne  Rainsford,  otherwise  Ryland. 
Lands,  houses,  and  all  left  to  her.  Guns  and  all. 

Witnesses  : — J.  O.  Ryland,  Richard  Morgan. 

Will  executed  April,  1790. 

Joseph  Michael  Rainsford,  only  son  of  James 
Rainsford,  whose  Will  is  dated  1809,  was  of  Ballin- 
astrow,  Co.  Wexford,  and  was  buried  at  Blessington. 
He  married  his  first  cousin,  Elizabeth  Ryland. 
daughter  of  William  Ryland,  formerly  of  Park  Gate, 
Cheshire,  kinsman  of  Viscount  Lymington  (Ports¬ 
mouth).  She  died  in  1816,  and  was  also  buried  at 
Blessington,  where  handsome  memorials  have  been 
erected  to  the  family.  Her  mother  was  a  niece  of  the 
Earl  of  Effingham.  The  present  Irish  Rainsfords 
descend  from  this  Joseph  Michael. 

Will  of  Joseph  Michael  Rainsford  of  Ballina- 
straw.  Dated  1809. 

“  Weston  James  Rainsford,  my  estate  of  and 
lease  of  Ballinastraw  to  his  issue,  always  the  eldest 
surviving  male,  out  of  which  £200  per  annum. 

To  my  wife,  Elizabeth  ;  dearly  beloved  2nd  son 
Wm.  Ryland  R.  ;  3rd  son  John  Salisbury  R.  ; 
daughter  Mary  Ann  R,  to  her  £1,000  or  £600  per 
annum. 

Two  charges  on  the  estate,  total  £260. 

My  cousin,  Charles  Ryland,  £10.  Michael 
Joseph  O’Connor,  £20. 

Executors,  John  Fox  and  Wm.  Ryland.” 

The  foregoing  notes  have  been  obtained  from 
the  National  Library  of  Ireland  recently  from  a 
living  descendant,  viz.,  Frederick  Turner  Rainsford, 
the  youngest  of  six  sons  of  the  late  Captain  William 
Ryland  Rainsford  of  Craddockstown,  Co.  Kildare, 
Ireland,  nearly  all  of  whom  have  fought  for  their 
country,  the  eldest,  Colonel  W.  Y,  Read  Rainsford, 
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C.I.E.,  L.R.C.P.  (Ireland),  F.R.C.S.  (Ireland),  pass¬ 
ing  away  at  the  age  of  80,  Feb.  4th,  1932,  late  of  the 
Royal  Army  Medical  Corps.  Colonel  Rainsford 
served  in  Afghanistan  in  1879  and  1880,  in  Egypt  in 
1900,  and  in  China  in  1901,  when  he  was  awarded 
the  C.I.E.  He  also  served  during  the  Great  War. 

He  married  Elizabeth  Caroline  Wolfe,  descended 
from  Viscount  Hawarden,  and  her  brother,  George 
Wolfe  of  Forenaughts  and  Bishopland,  Co.  Kildare, 
and  Black  Hall,  the  same  county,  is  the  living  repre¬ 
sentative  of  General  Wolfe  of  Quebec  fame. 

The  second  son,  Colonel  Marcus  Rainsford, 
now  residing  in  Wiltshire,  was  created  C.B.  for  his 
services  in  Egypt,  and  some  three  years  ago  was 
offered  an  increase  in  his  pension,  which  was  quite 
a  remarkable  honour  in  such  times  as  these.  Colonel 
Marcus  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Reed,  daughter  of 
the  late  Sir  George  Reed,  of  York  ;  the  family 
seat  being  “  The  Crag,”  Northumberland. 

The  mother  of  these  sons  was  also  a  Reed,  the 
name  in  Ireland  being  spelt  Read.  This  Read 
Branch  went  over  there  circa  1600,  and  had  large 
estates  o'  land  under  Charles  I,  but  were  dispossessed 
by  Cromwell. 

The  4th  son,  the  late  Major  Joseph  Ryland 
Rainsford,  whose  name  is  inscribed  on  a  brass 
tablet  in  Worcester  Cathedral,  belonged  to  the  late 
36th  Regt.  and  Territorial  Worcesters,  his  father’s 
Regiment. 

The  grandfather-in-law  of  Frederick  Turner 
Rainsford,  the  youngest  brother,  was  Primate  Gregg, 
whose  father  was  the  celebrated  preacher  John  Gregg, 
also  Bishop  of  Cork,  the  present  Archbishop  being 
a  cousin.  The  primate  married  a  Miss  Elinor  Bain- 
bridge,  whose  brother  was  Rear-Admiral  John  Hugh 


THE  RAINSFORDS  OF  IRELAND 


241 


Bainb ridge  (J.P.  of  Plymouth,  S.  Devon).  F.  Ta  R.’s 
wife’s  mother  was  a  Mary  Studdert,  of  Cragmoher, 
Corafin,  Co.  Clare,  of  the  “  Waller  family  of  Suffolk.” 

A  cousin  of  this  Rainsford  branch  was  the  late 
Sir  Alexander  Taylor,  G.C.B. 

A  descendent  of  this  Irish  branch,  the  Rev. 
Marcus  Rainsford,  married  as  his  second  wife, 
Agnes  Stirling,  Co.  Stirling,  sister  of  General  Sir 
William  Stirling,  Governor  of  the  Tower  of  London. 

The  Rev.  Marcus  left  his  parish  at  Dundalk, 
Co.  Louth,  after  12  years,  to  take  the  incumbency 
of  Belgrave  Chapel  and  work  in  a  large  parish 
round  Belgrave  Square,  London;  his  son,  The  Rev.. 
Marcus  Rainsford  (ii),  M.A.,  also  being  Incumbent  of 
Belgrave  Chapel  for  many  years.  A  brother  was  the 
Rev.  Charles  Forester  Rainsford,  M.A.,  of  Hereford; 
and  another  brother,  the  Rev.  William  Stephen 
Rainsford,  D.D.,  left  London  for  New  York,  and 
for  47  years  worked  in  an  ever-increasing  parish  as 
the  Rector  of  St.  George’s,  New  York.  (Living  1932). 
He  has  written  several  interesting  books  and  has 
recently  retired  from  public  life,  and  enjoys  big 
game  shooting  in  South  Africa  and  elsewhere.  He 
was  a  great  friend  of  the  late  President  Theodore 
Roosevelt. 

The  latest  documents  received  in  1932, 
point  to  the  Rainsfords  of  Dublin  descending 
from  John  Ranford,  who  was  Mayor  of  Dublin 
1566,  and  he  was  the  father  or  grandfather 
of  William  Rainsford,  living  1599,  described  as  a 
merchant,  and  who  was  an  alderman  in  1602,  and 
was  probably  the  father  of  Robert  Rainsford  of 
Dublin,  brewer  ;  and  also  very  probably  the  father 
or  grandfather  of  Sir  Mark  Rainsford,  Lord  Mayor 
of  Dublin,  Circa  1700, 
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Worcester  Cathedral.  created  Earl  of  Iveagh 

The  Estate  and  Mansion  House  of  Hutton  Read,  with  other  Townslands,  which  still  bear  the  name  of  Read  in  the  County 
Kildare,  were  grants  made  by  Charles  I,  and  subsequently  forfeited  by  Cromwell  (16491  for  loyalty  to  Charles,  and  Hutton 
Read  Mansion  House  and  demense  lands  were  redeemed  through  the  subsequent  marriage  witn  Elizabetn  Pretious. 

*  (This  Chart  was  compiled  by  Frederick  Turner  Rainsford,  J.P. ,  March ,  IQ32 .  and  approved  by  The  Ea*f  of  Iveagh). 
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Colonel  Sir  Arthur  Doyle’s  great  grandmother 
(nee  Frances  Rainsford)  had  become  Princess  of 
Monaco  in  1803,  as  her  son  (Col.  Sir  Arthur’s 
grandfather)  took  advantage  of  the  Peace  of  Amiens, 
to  pay  her  a  visit  in  Paris  in  that  year,  and  there  are 
letters  to  and  from  her. 

As  already  stated  Frances  had  no  children  by 
the  Prince  of  Monaco,  but  by  his  first  wife,  who  was 
a  daughter  of  the  Due  de  Choiseul,  he  had  two 
daughters  who  became  Mme.  de  la  Tom  du  Pin, 
and  Mme.  de  Louvoir,  and  the  two  families,  the 
daughters  Doyle,  and  these  two  daughters,  though 
not  even  step-relations,  were  devotedly  attached  ; 
the  most  affectionate  letters  passed  between  them, 
which  are  still  to  be  seen;  and  the  daughters  Doyle 
of  the  first  marriage  of  the  Princess  of  Monaco, 
remained  with  Prince  Joseph  after  their  mother’s 
death,  till  later  they  also  married  Frenchmen. 

The  whole  representation  of  this  family  is  now 
vested  in  the  Conte  and  Contesse  de  Chabrillan, 
who  carry  on  the  quasi  relationship  to  a  very  great 
degree. 

The  de  Louvoirs  died  out,  and  the  last  male 
de  la  Tom  du  Pin,  was  killed  at  the  assault  on  the 
Malatropp  in  the  Crimea.  Mons.  de  Chabrillan  then 
married  the  de  la  Tom  du  Pin  heiress,  and  they  now 
claim  to  succeed  to  the  throne  of  Monaco,  after  the 
death  of  the  present  ruler;  as  the  next  heir  who  is  a 
German,  has  waived  his  claim  in  their  favour.  They 
have  two  very  fine  Chateaux/ in  the  Ardennes. 

There  is  a  very  interesting  story  told  of  Prince 
Joseph’s  first  wife,  who  was  guillotined  ;  wishing  to 
send  her  two  daughters  a  lock  of  her  hair,  she 
would  not  ask  the  gaolers  to  do  anything  for  her, 
but  broke  a  window  of  the  coach  in  which  she  was 
going  to  the  scaffold,  shaved  off  two  locks  with  the 
glass,  and  gave  them  to  an  attendant  to  give  to  her 
children. 

The  photograph  of  Princess  Monaco  will  be  seen  on  page  292. 


CHAPTER  XII. 


The  Rainsfords  of  the  Tower  of  London 

and  Scotland. 

By  a  strange  irony  of  fate,  Captain  Francis 
Rainsford  was  at  the  Restoration  (1660)  appointed 
Deputy  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower  of  London,  where 
so  recently  his  brother,  Colonel  Henry  of  Clifford 
Chambers,  had  been  a  prisoner  for  four  years. 
They  were  the  two  eldest  children  of  a  family  of 
fourteen,  of  the  second  Sir  Henry  of  Clifford  and 
Eleanor  (daughter  and  co-heir  of  Robert  Boswell  of 
Combe,  Hants.)  His  uncle,  Captain  Sir  Francis 
Rainsford,  brother  of  the  second  Sir  Henry  of 
Clifford,  was  knighted  at  Theobalds,  June,  1632, 
and  married  in  1629,  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  Henry 
Ewer  of  the  Lea,  Herts.,  dying  in  1635  ;  his  wife 
Dame  Mary,  described  of  High  Holborn,  adminis¬ 
tered  the  estate.  Her  Will  was  proved  1655,  by  their 
daughter  Ann,  who  married  Sir  Thomas  Smith  of 
Sutton,  Suffolk,  Kt. 

The  nephew,  Captain  Francis  Rainsford  of  the 
Tower,  previously  alluded  to,  son  of  the  second  Sir 
Henry  and  Eleanor  of  Clifford,  had  seven  children 
baptized  in  the  Tower.  He  was  of  full  age,  July  1649, 
as  appears  by  the  Bill  in  Chancery  (Rainsford  v. 
Whistler).  By  a  Royal  Warrant,  dated  December 
22nd,  1676,  he  was  authorized  “to  do  and  execute 
all  things  in  the  Tower  belonging  to  the  Deputy’s 
charge  in  the  absence  of  the  Earl  of  Northampton  the 
Constable.”  His  will  is  dated  October  2nd,  1678,  and 
he  is  buried,  October  11th,  in  a  vault  in  the  Chancel 
of  the  church  of  St.  Peter  ad  Vincula  by  the  descrip¬ 
tion  of  Captian  Francis  Rainsford.  Extract  of  Will 
is  as  follows  : — 


Mrs.  Rainsford 

(ob.  1798,  Wife  of  General  Charles  Rainsford,  M.P.,  F.R.S., 

Lieut.  Governor  of  Gibraltar,  1792,  Aide  de  Camp  to  H.  M.  George  III). 
From  the  Original  Oil  Painting  by  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds. 


RAINSFORDS  OF  TOWER  OF  LONDON  AND  SCOTLAND  247 


“  Francis  Rainsford,  of  the  Tower  of  London, 
sometime  styled  Captain  and  sometimes  Esq.,  Will 
dated  October  2nd,  1678,  nephew  of  Captain  Sir 
Francis  of  St.  Martins-in-the-Fields,  by  Mary, 
daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Ewer.  1678,  Oct.  2nd,  Francis 
Rainsford  of  the  Tower  of  London,  Esq.,  all  and 
singular  my  worldly  estate  I  give,  etc.,  unto  Elizabeth 
Rainsford,  my  deare  and  loving  wife,  during  her 
life  there  with  to  take  care  of  for  the  maintenance  of 
all  my  children.  And  of  this  my  last  Will  I  do  make 
the  said  Elizabeth  Rainsford  my  sole  executor.” 

Francis  Raynsford  his  marke. 

Witnesses  :  Elizabeth  Walton,  Ann  Willes, 
Elizabeth  Jenkinson,  Anth.  Best.  Proved  in  London, 
21st  October,  1678,  by  Elizabeth  Rainsford  the 
relict  and  executrix.  (P.C.C.  116  Reeve). 

The  eldest  of  the  seven  children  of  Captain 
Francis  Rainsford  of  the  Tower,  viz.:  Francis  Rains¬ 
ford,  Major  and  Captain  in  the  7th  Regiment  of 
Foot  (Royal  Fusiliers),  served  as  a  lieutenant  in  that 
Regiment  at  the  Siege  of  Namur,  August  20th,  1695, 
and  lost  an  arm  at  the  Siege  of  Lerida  in  Spain,  in 
1707.  He  married  Elizabeth  Stanwise  of  Carlisle, 
and  had  three  sons  : — (1)  Charles  ;  (2)  Francis  ; 
and  (3)  Thomas. 

(1)  Charles,  the  eldest  son  of  Major  Francis,  was 
in  1749,  Major  of  the  Tower  of  London,  and 
appointed  Deputy  Lieutenant  thereof,  14th  Novem¬ 
ber,  1750,  as  a  reward  for  wounds  received  in  the 
Low  Country  Wars.  The  ‘  Gentleman’s  Magazine,’ 
1750,  announces  :  “  The  King  has  been  pleased  to 
constitute  and  appoint  Charles  Rainsford,  Esq.,  to 
be  Deputy  Lieut,  of  His  Majesty’s  Tower  of  London” 
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He  married  Anne,  daughter  of  Lieutenant  General 
Barrett,  and  died  February  6th,  1778.  He  was 
buried  in  St.  Peter  ad  Vincula.  Will  dated  30th 
August,  1777,  with  codicil,  November  1777.  Second 
codicil  proved  26th  March,  1784. 

It  is  to  this  Major  Charles  of  the  Tower  that 
Miss  Kate  B roster  refers  in  her  book  “  Gleam  of 
the  North,”  at  the  execution  of  Dr.  Cameron  in  the 
Tower,  in  connection  with  the  Jacobite  Rising. 

Francis,  the  second  son  of  Major  Francis 
Rainsford,  was  Cornet  of  Dragoons  ;  he  was  also 
buried  in  the  Tower  in  the  Church  of  St.  Peter, 
31st  July,  1770.  He  married  Isabella,  daughter 
of  William  Bale  of  Foston,  Co.  Derby. 

Charles  Rainsford,  his  second  son,  and  the  grand¬ 
son  of  Major  Francis  Rainsford,  was  born  at  West 
Ham,  Co.  Essex,  1727.  Sometime  of  South  Park 
Street,  in  the  parish  of  St.  George,  Hanover  Square, 
and  afterwards  of  Wimpole  Street,  Middlesex.  He 
was  Cornet  of  Horse  at  the  Battle  of  Fontenoy, 
1745  ;  after  being  Cornet  en  second  in  General 
Bland’s  (3rd)  Dragoons,  1744.  He  was  Senior 
Esquire  Governor  to  Major  General  Sir  James 
Armand  Powlett,  K.B.,  at  his  installation  in  Henry 
VII  Chapel,  Westminster  Abbey,  26th  June,  1749. 
Ensign  Coldstream  (2nd)  Regiment  of  Foot  Guards, 
May  1st,  1745  ;  Lieutenant  same  Regiment,  January 
30th,  1751  ;  Adjutant,  1758,  and  was  in  the  expedi¬ 
tion  to  the  Coast  of  France  the  same  year,  when  he 
was  A.D.C.  to  Lord  Tyrawley  ;  Captain  and  Lieut- 
Colonel  and  A.D.C.  to  King  George  III,  March, 
1761  ;  Colonel  in  the  army,  1774  ;  Governor  of 
Chester,  1775  ;  Major-General,  August,  1777  ;  Col¬ 
onel,  99th  Regt.  of  Foot  (Jamaica)  June,  1780  ; 
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Colonel  44th  East  Essex  Regt.  of  Foot  from  1781 
till  his  death  in  1809  ;  Lieut. -General,  November, 
1782  ;  General,  May,  1796  ;  and  Governor  of 
Cliff  Fort,  Tynemouth,  November  2nd  following  ; 
Groom  of  the  Bedchamber  to  H.R.H.  Duke  of 
Gloucester,  177-  ;  Commanded  the  Infantry  station¬ 
ed  in  Hyde  Park  during  the  Gordon  Riots. 

Lieut. -Governor  of  Gibraltar  1792.  He  was 
elected  M.P.  for  Maldon,  Essex,  in  1773,  and  in  1787 
he  represented  Barchester,  Devonshire,  and  in  1790 
Newport,  Cornwall. 

His  first  wife  was  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Edward 
Miles  of  the  Tower,  who  died  January  27th,  1781, 
at  the  early  age  of  twenty-three,  and  to  whom  is  a 
monumental  inscription  in  the  Church  of  St.  Peter 
in  the  Tower,  where  she  is  buried.  He  married, 
secondly,  Ann  Cornwallis,  daughter  of  Sir  William 
More  Molyneux,  of  Loseley  Park,  Guildford,  Surrey, 
Kt.,  February,  1789.  She  died  childless,  January, 
1798,  and  was  buried  at  Loseley.  There  is  a  beautiful 
painting  of  his  second  wife,  by  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds. 

General  Charles  Rainsford  was  a  Fellow  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Antiquaries,  and  left  forty  volumes 
of  MS  which  were  purchased  by  the  British  Museum. 
He  died  at  his  residence,  Soho  Square,  1809,  aged 
82,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Peter’s  in  the  Tower, 
(by  the  side  of  Anne  Boleyn),  in  a  vault  in  the 
Chancel,  with  his  ancestors  and  his  first  wife. 
By  her  he  had  a  son,  William  Henry  Rainsford, 
Major  General,  July,  1821,  who  died  at  Madras, 
1823,  s.p.  ;  also  an  only  daughter,  Julia  Anne, 
married  September  11th,  1817,  to  Captain  James 
Park  Muller  Kenyon  of  2nd  Regiment  of  Life 
Guards  ;  they  lived  at  Brandon,  Co.  Suffolk. 
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Thomas,  the  third  son  of  Major  Francis  Rains- 
ford  and  Elizabeth  Stanwise,  and  the  uncle  of 
General  Charles,  A.D.C.,  was  a  Cornet  Lieut-Col. 
9th  Regiment  of  Foot,  sometime  of  Cork.  He  died 
August  7th,  1754.  Admon.  of  his  effects  were  granted 
May  2,  1755,  to  Francis  Rainsford  the  Attorney  of 
Elizabeth  his  relict,  living  at  Kinsale,  Ireland,  by 
whom  he  had  an  only  son,  Andrew,  Ensign  9th 
Regiment  of  Foot,  January  22nd,  1755  ;  Lieutenant 
September  1st.  1756  ;  Captain,  March  23rd,  1764. 
Paymaster  of  13th  Regiment  of  Foot  in  Ireland. 
Retired  from  the  service  by  the  sale  of  his  Com¬ 
mission,  April  10th,  1769. 

He  appears  to  have  been  in  the  service  of 
Government  and  held  considerable  appointments  in 
the  Province  of  West  Florida,  which  he  lost  on  the 
surrender  of  Pensacola  at  the  siege  of  which  he 
served  to  the  Arms  of  Spain.  As  a  compensation  for 
these  losses  he  was  appointed  Receiver  General  of 
Quit  Rents  for  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick 
by  H.M.  King  George  111  ;  Commission  dated 
May,  1785,  in  consequence  of  which  appointment, 
he  resigned  the  Agency  of  the  13th  Regiment  of  Foot 
in  Ireland,  and  proceeded  to  New  Brunswick,  but 
on  arrival  there,  he  was  informed  by  Governor 
Carleton  that  Quit  Rents  were  not  to  be  paid  in  that 
Province.  (These  particulars  are  gathered  from  a 
memorial  in  the  possession  of  Col.  Rainsford  Hannay, 
J.P.,  from  him  to  the  Government,  of  the  day  in 
which  his  grievances  are  stated).  He  was  at  the  taking 
of  Havana  and  appears  by  the  Army  Lists  as 
Deputy  Assistant  Barrack  Master  General  of  New 
Brunswick,  from  August  1st,  1801,  to  the  time  of 
his  death  on  May  20th,  1820,  at  Frederictown,  New 
Brunswick, 
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He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Cumming  of  Bath,  Co.  Somerset,  who  died  about 
1839,  by  whom  he  had  a  numerous  issue,  most  of 
whom  settled  in  Canada,  with  the  exception  of 
Thomas  Rainsford  of  2nd  Regiment  of  Life  Guards, 
who  retired  from  the  Service  by  the  sale  of  his 
Commission,  June  19th,  1799.  He  was  appointed 
Provost  Marshal  at  St.  Helena,  in  1816,  during 
Napoleon’s  captivity,  where  he  died  April  6th,  1817, 
and  was  buried  there  ;  having  married  Jane,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Sir  Samuel  Hannay,  Bart.,  of  Mochrum 
Kirkdale,  Co.  Galloway,  N.  Britain.  May  8th, 
1793,  at  St.  George’s  Hanover  Square,  Middlesex. 
She  died  in  London,  March  17th,  1816,  from  an 
illness  caused  by  privations  suffered  as  a  prisoner 
in  France  from  about  1802  to  1812.  This  Thomas 
Rainsford  assumed  the  name  of  Rainsford  Hannay, 
and  from  him  descend  the  Rainsford  Hannays. 

Their  son,  Major  Frederick  Rainsford  Hannay, 
J.P.,  D.L.,  of  Kirkdale,  born  March  1810,  succeeded 
to  the  estates  in  1856.  Arms  and  crest  the  same  as 
Hannay  of  Kings  Muir.  He  married  in  1844,  and 
died  in  1868,  leaving  sons,  the  eldest  of  whom  is 
Colonel  Ramsey  William  Rainsford  Hannay  of 
Kirkdale,  Kirkcudbright  still  living.  The  family 
have  held  commissions  in  the  army  for  over  300 
years  without  a  break  and  have  worthily  kept  up 
the  traditions  of  their  ancestors  ;  several  sons  of  the 
present  Colonel  Rainsford  Hannay  taking  part  in 
the  Great  War,  some  of  whom  received  the  D.S.O., 
and  one  making  the  Great  Sacrifice. 

Charles  Savage  Rainsford,  son  of  Major  Charles 
of  the  Tower  of  London,  was  a  Captain  in  Ancram’s 
Dragoons,  and  died  1777,  at  Kelvedon,  Essex.  From 
him  descends  the  late  Frederick  Vine  Rainsford,  the 
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genealogist  (1846-1924)  who,  as  aforementioned 
devoted  a  great  part  of  sixty  years  to  research  work 
in  connection  with  the  Rainsford  family. 

The  eldest  son  Charles,  of  Savage  Charles 
Rainsford,  born  1765,  was  ensign  44th  Regiment 
of  Foot,  1780.  He  sold  out  1783,  and  died  1843.  His 
second  son,  Charles  Patrick  Rainsford,  born  at  East 
Hannay  House,  1789,  was  sometime  a  Lieutenant  in 
the  Royal  Westminster  Middlesex  Militia.  Ensign 
67th  Regiment  of  Foot,  1812.  Joined  regiment  in 
India  and  served  through  the  Deccan  War,  being 
present  at  the  Strong  Hill  fortress  Rhyghum.  Resi¬ 
dent  in  Ireland,  1866,  the  date  of  appointment  as 
Captain  of  Invalids  in  the  Royal  Hospital,  Chelsea. 
Resigned  1870,  and  died  1874,  aged  eighty-six,  at 
Deccan  Cottage,  Swords,  Dublin.  He  married  Mary 
Dowling  of  Swords,  by  whom  he  had  a  large  family, 
many  of  whom  settled  in  Australia  and  America. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 


The  Rainsfords  of  Gup’s  Hill  Manor, 

Tewkesbury. 


“  There  is  a  tide  in  the  affairs  of  men, 

Which  taken  at  the  flood,  leads  on  to  fortune  ; 
Omitted,  all  the  voyage  of  their  life 
Is  bound  in  shallows  and  in  miseries. 

On  suc'h  a  full  sea  we  are  now  afloat, 

And  we  must  take  the  current  when  it  serves 
Or  lose  our  ventures.” 


Julius  Caesar. 


John  Richard  Green,  the  historian,  writes  : — 

“  The  dissolution  of  the  Parliament  in  1629 
marked  the  darkest  hour  of  Protestantism,  whether 
in  England  or  in  the  world  at  large.  But  it  was  in 
this  hour  of  despair  that  the  Puritans  won  their 
noblest  triumph  ;  they  ‘  turned  to  the  New  World 
to  redress  the  balance  of  the  Old,’  to  use  the  words 
of  Canning.  It  was  during  the  years  of  tyranny 
which  followed  the  close  of  the  third  Parliament  of 
Charles,  that  a  great  Puritan  emigration  founded  the 
States  of  New  England. 

The  Puritans  were  far  from  being  the  earliest 
among  the  English  colonists  of  North  America  ; 
the  earliest  result  of  the  first  discovery  of  the  West¬ 
ern  world  was  to  give  an  enormous  impulse  to  the 
most  bigoted  and  tyrannical  among  the  powers  of 
Europe,  and  to  pour  the  wealth  of  Mexico  and  Peru 
into  the  treasury  of  Spain.  But  while  the  Spanish 
galleons  traversed  the  Southern  seas,  and  Spanish 
settlers  claimed  the  Southern  part  of  the  great 


Owned  and  Occupied 
by 

The  Ransfords,  Circa  1650-1800. 

Queen  Margaret  of  Anjou  probably  slept  here  on  the  eve  of  the  Battle 

of  Tewkesbury ,  1471. 
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Continent  for  the  Catholic  Crown,  a  happy  instinct 
drew  Englishmen  to  the  ruder  and  more  barren 
districts  along  the  shore  of  Northern  America. 
England  had  reached  the  mainland  even  earlier 
than  Spain,  for  before  Columbus  touched  its  shores, 
Sebastian  Cabot,  a  seaman  of  Genoese  blood,  born 
and  bred  in  England,  sailed  with  an  English  crew 
from  Bristol,  1497,  and  pushed  along  the  coast  of 
America  to  the  South  as  far  as  Florida,  and  North¬ 
ward  as  high  as  Hudson’s  Bay.  It  was  not  till  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth  that  the  thoughts  of  Englishmen 
turned  again  to  the  New  World.  An  expedition 
sent  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  explored  Pamlico  Sound, 
and  the  country  they  discovered  received  from 
Elizabeth,  the  Virgin  Queen,  the  name  of  Virginia. 

The  introduction  of  tobacco  and  the  potato  into 
Europe  dates  from  Raleigh’s  discovery  ;  but  the 
energy  of  his  settlers  was  distracted  by  the  delusive 
dream  of  gold  ;  the  hostility  of  the  native  tribes 
drove  them  from  the  coast,  and  it  is  through  the 
gratitude  of  what  he  strove  to  do,  rather  than  what 
he  did,  that  Raleigh,  the  Capital  of  North  Carolina, 
preserves  his  name. 

The  first  permanent  settlement  on  the  Chesa¬ 
peake,  was  effected  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of 
James  the  First,  and  its  success  was  due  to  the  con¬ 
viction  of  the  settlers  that  the  secret  of  the  New 
World’s  conquest  lay  simply  in  labour.  Among  the 
hundred  and  five  colonists  who  originally  landed, 
forty-eight  were  gentlemen  and  only  twelve  were 
tillers  of  the  land.  Their  leader,  John  Smith,  however, 
not  only  explored  the  vast  bay  of  Chesapeake  and 
discovered  Potomac  and  the  Sosquehannah,  but  held 
the  little  company  together  in  the  face  of  famine  and 
desertion,  till  the  colonists  had  learnt  the  lesson  of 
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toil.  ‘  Nothing  is  to  be  expected  thence/  he  wrote 
of  the  New  Country,  ‘  but  by  labour/  and  supplies 
of  labourers,  aided  by  a  wise  allotment  of  lands  to 
each  colonist,  secured  after  five  years  of  struggle, 
the  fortunes  of  Virginia.  Men  fell  to  building  houses 
and  planting  corn  ;  the  very  streets  of  Jamestown, 
as  their  capital  was  called  from  the  reigning  Sover¬ 
eign,  weie  sown  with  tobdcco  ;  and  in  fifteen  years 
the  colony  numbered  five  thousand  souls.  A  few 
years  later  a  little  band  of  independent  refugees  who 
had  been  driven  to  Holland,  resolved  to  return  to 
England  and  find  a  home  in  the  wilds  of  the  New 
World  ;  they  started  in  two  small  vessels,  but  one 
of  thes'e  soon  put  back,  and  only  its  companion, 

£  The  Mayflower/  a  barque  of  180  tons,  with  forty- 
one  emigrants  and  their  families  on  board,  persisted 
in  prosecuting  its  voyage.  The  little  company  of 
‘  the  Pilgrim  Fathers/  as  they  were  afterwards 
called,  landed  on  the  barren  coast  of  Massachusetts, 
at  a  spot  which  they  gave  the  name  of  Plymouth,  in 
the  memory  of  the  last  English  port  at  which  they 
touched.  bii 

:  "T  '.  . 

They  had  soon  to  face  the  long  hard  winter  of 
the  north,  to  bear  sickness  and  famine  and  often 
‘  they  knew  not  at  night,  where  to  have  a  bite  in  the 
morning  ;  ’  and  at  the  end  of  ten  years,  resolute  and 
industrious  as  they  were,  they  numbered  only  three 
hundred  souls.  But  the  colony  was  now  firmly 
established  and  the  struggle  for  mere  existence  now 
ended.  Some  of  their  brethren  had  written  from 
England  in  the  midst  of  their  sufferings,  ‘  Let  it 
not  be  grievous  unto  you,  that  you  have  been  in¬ 
strumental  in  breaking  the  ice  for  others.  The 
honour  shall  be  yours  to  the  world’s  end/ 

From  the  moment  of  their  establishment  the 


258  RAINSFORDS  OF  GUP’s  HILL,  TEWKESBURY 


eyes  of  the  English  Puritans  were  fixed  on  the  little 
Puritan  settlement  in  North  America  ;  and  the  aid 
which  the  merchants  of  Boston,  in  Lincolnshire, 
gave  to  the  realization  of  this  project,  was  acknow¬ 
ledged  in  the  name  of  its  Capital. 

At  the  moment  when  he  was  dissolving  his 
third  Parliament,  1629,  Charles  granted  the  Charter, 
which  established  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts  ; 
and  by  the  Puritans  at  large,  the  grant  was  at  once 
regarded  as  a  Providential  Call.  Out  of  the  failure 
of  their  constitutional  struggle,  and  the  pressing 
danger  to  ‘  Godliness  ’  in  England,  rose  the  dream  of 
a  land  in  the  West  where  religion  and  liberty  could 
find  a  safe  and  lasting  home. 

The  proposal  was  welcomed  with  the  quiet 
stern  enthusiasm  which  marked  the  temper  of  the 
time,  but  the  words  of  a  well-known  emigrant  show 
how  hard  it  was  even  for  the  sternest  enthusiasts  to 
tear  themselves  from  their  native  land.  ‘  I  shall 
call  that  my  country,’  said  the  younger  Winthrop, 
in  answer  to  these  feelings,  ‘where  I  may  most  glorify 
God  and  enjoy  the  presence  of  my  dearest  friends.’ 

The  answer  was  accepted,  and  the  Puritan 
emigration  began  on  a  scale  such  as  England  had 
never  before  seen.  The  two  hundred  who  first 
sailed  were  soon  followed  by  John  Winthrop  with 
eight  hundred  men  ;  and  seven  hundred  more  follow¬ 
ed  ere  the  first  year  of  King  Charles’  rule  had  run  its 
course.  Nor  were  the  emigrants,  like  the  earlier 
colonists,  broken  men,  adventurers,  criminals,  or 
simply  poor  men  and  artisans  like  the  Pilgrim  Fathers 
of  the  ‘  Mayflower.’  They  were  in  great  part,  men 
of  the  professional  and  middle  classes  ;  some  of 
them  men  of  large  landed  estate,  some  zealous 
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clergymen  like  Cotton,  Hooker  and  Roger  Williams, 
some  shrewd  London  lawyers,  and  young  scholars 
from  Oxford.  The  bulk  were  God-fearing  men  from 
Lincolnshire  and  the  Eastern  Counties.  But  strong 
as  was  their  zeal,  it  was  not  without  a  wrench  that 
they  tore  themselves  from  their  English  homes. 
‘  Our  hearts,’  wrote  Winthrop’s  followers  to  the 
brethren  whom  they  had  left  behind,  ‘  shall  be 
fountains  of  tears  for  your  everlasting  welfare, 
when  we  shall  be  in  our  poor  cottages  in  the  wilder- 


“  There’s  a  Divinity  that  shapes  our  ends, 

Rough-hew  them  how  we  will.” 

■y.  ja.  ja. 

W  W  W  IP 

“  For  who  would  beat  the  whips  and  scorns  of  time.” 

Jt.  JL 

'7V'  TV*  W  'TV' 

“To  grunt  and  sweat  under  a  weary  life  ; 

But  that  the  dread  of  something  after  death, 

The  undiscovered  country,  from  whose  bourn 
No  traveller  returns — puzzles  the  will  ; 

And  makes  us  rather  bear  the  ills  we  have 
Than  fly  to  others  that  we  know  not  of.” 

Hamlet. 

A  Rainsford  migrant,  known  later  as  Edward 
the  Elder,  has  been  rather  difficult  to  trace.  There 
is  a  strong  probability  that  he  descends  from  Ed¬ 
ward,  a  younger  son  of  Sir  Laurence  of  Bradfield 
Hall,  Co.  Essex,  and  Alpheton,  Co.  Suffolk,  by 
the  Hon.  Elizabeth  Fiennes.  This  Edward  is  men¬ 
tioned  in  Sir  Laurence’s  Will,  and  apparently,  his 
immediate  descendants  went  to  live  at  Maxey, 
Lincolnshire  and  were  associated  with  the  Beauforts 
of  Maxey  Castle.  Their  descendants  went  to  live 
at  Boston,  Lincolnshire,  and  later  to,  what  they 
named,  Boston,  U.S.A.  We  find  a  John  Ranforth 
of  Deeping  Gate,  the  son  of  Robert  Rainford,  14th 
Nov.,  1547  (Maxey  Registers,  Book  III,  p.  45)  these 
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Edward  Ransford  (1738-1813). 

Owner  and  Occupier  of  Gup’s  Hill  Manor  Estate,  to  which 
HE  SUCCEEDED  FROM  HIS  UNCLE  EDWARD  (1702-1785),  WHO 
INHERITED  IT  FROM  HIS  FATHER  WlLLIAM  RANSFORD 

(1667-1752). 

Reproduced  from  the  Original  Oil  Painting  in  the  possession  of  his 
Great-Grandson ,  the  Rev.  Canon  Robert  Bolton  Ransford,  M.A., 
London,  March,  igo8. 

are  thought  to  be  the  ancestors  of  those  who  went 
to  Boston,  U.S.A.,  in  1631.  Edward,  who  went 
in  the  fleet  with  Winthrop,  was  made  a  Freeman 
of  Boston,  April,  1637,  and  a  deacon  and  ruling  elder 
of  the  first  church.  He  was  aged  twenty-six  in  1635  ; 
and  must  have  returned  to  England,  as  it  is  recorded 
he  went  again  later  in  the  ‘  Abigail,’  from  London. 
He  is  said  to  have  ‘  thousands  of  descendants  in 
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America.’  There  is  still  an  island  known  as  Rainsford 
Island,  lying  off  the  mainland  in  the  North  Atlantic. 

The  Rainsfords,  Cloptons  and  Winthrops,  were 
all  near  neighbours  in  Essex  and  Suffolk,  and  con¬ 
nected  by  marriage,  as  we  have  seen.  From  the 
marriage  of  William  Rainsford  of  Clifford  Chambers, 
with  Joan  Alderford,  descends  a  branch  of  the  family 
who  were  strict  Puritans  and  Baptists.  We  find 
William  Ransford,  bap.  in  Tewkesbury  Abbey,  Mar. 
1667,  died  Oct.  17th,  1752,  aged  84  (taken  from  the 
stone  in  Baptist  burial  ground,  Tewkesbury)  the 
owner  of  Gup’s  Hill  estate,  on  the  site  of  the  Battle 
of  Tewkesbury,  where  it  is  said  one  of  his  ancestors 
fell.  Near  by  is  Holme  Castle,  the  ancient  seat  of  the 
de  Clares  and  de  Spencers,  Earls  of  Gloucester. 

Gup’s  Hill  Manor  was  originally  surrounded  by 
a  moat,  and  the  grounds  ran  in  an  unbroken  sweep 
to  the  Abbey,  over  what  is  now  a  new  road  to  Glou¬ 
cester  and  Cheltenham,  and  also  the  new  cemetery  ; 
the  front  of  the  house  formerly  facing  to  the  old 
Gloucester  Road,  which  was  approached  by  a  long 
avenue  of  trees.  In  these  grounds  the  desperate 
fight  between  the  Houses  of  Lancaster  and  York 
took  place,  in  1471,  and  a  part  is  still  known  as  4  The 
Bloody  Meadow.’  It  was  on  these  meadows  around 
the  Abbey  of  the  Gup’s  Hill  estate,  that  the  beautiful 
pageant  was  enacted  in  the  summer  of  1931,  entitled, 
“  The  Spirit  of  England  through  eight  hundred 
years,”  for  which  an  ideal  stage  was  found  in  a 
gently  sloping  field  immediately  below  the  southern 
wall  of  the  Abbey.  Quoting  from  the  4  Birmingham 
Post,’  July  15th,  44  The  venerable  building  itself, 
the  best  preserved  of  any  in  the  kingdom,  forms  a 
fitting  background  to  the  scenes  that  are  enacted  ; 
and  indeed,  it  plays  more  than  an  ornamental  part  in 
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the  proceedings,  for  its  bells  are  used  to  signalise 
moments  of  joy  or  doom,  choristers  appear  on  the 
summit  of  its  great  Norman  tower,  and  upon  its 
flagstaff  is  broken  the  banner  of  King  Edward  IV.” 

The  Tewkesbury  pageant  was  historically  in¬ 
teresting,  impressive  and  beautiful,  with  a  beauty 
peculiarly  its  own.  A  story  so  stirring  that  it  gripped 
all  who  saw  it  ;  “  it  was  so  aesthetically  inspiring, 
so  singularly  eloquent  of  the  past,  recalling  as  it  did 
the  triumphs,  the  laughter,  the  pathos,  and  the 
tragedy  of  the  days  that  are  no  more.” 

Long  ago,  the  people  of  Tewkesbury  showed 
themselves  proud  of  their  history,  when  they  saved 
the  great  Abbey  from  the  spoiler  at  the  Dissolution, 
by  buying  it  for  their  own  use.  The  meadows 
overlooked  by  its  massive  tower  make  a  perfect 
scene  for  a  spectacle  commemorating  great  events 
typical  of  the  centuries  through  which  it  has  endured, 
and  rich  in  the  stuff  of  pageantry. 

The  greater  part  of  the  Manor  House  was  un¬ 
fortunately  destroyed  by  fire  a  few  years  ago,  but  the 
remaining  wing,  with  its  fine  Tudor  roof,  has  recently 
been  restored  and  preserved  in  its  original  old- 
timbered  beauty,  as  a  hostel,  and  as  stated  in  a 
previous  chapter,  the  owner  is  proud  to  show  visitors 
the  original  oak-beamed  apartments  where  tradition 
says  Queen  Margaret  was  sheltered  and  watched  the 
battle. 

William  Ransford  (spelt  without  the  ‘  i’)  pur¬ 
chased  Gups  Hill  in  1707.  In  a  Will  dated  1750,  he 
left  all  his  property  to  his  son  Edward  ;  £10  to  his 
son  William,  and  legacies  to  several  grand-children. 
Edward  cleared  his  mortgages  with  a  settlement  he 
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received  with  his  wife,  Mary  Squire,  described  as  of 
considerable  wealth.  In  1783,  Edward  wills  all  to  his 
wife  for  her  life,  and  then  to  his  nephew ,  Edward.  In 
a  Will  proved  November,  1813,  thirty  years  later, 
the  same  Edward  was  succeeded  by  Edward,  a  hat 
manufacturer.  After  this  the  property  was  let,  and 
the  rent  placed  at  £100  per  annum,  in  1831  ;  and 
in  1835,  it  was  sold  to  a  Mrs.  Ann  Naish  for  £2,706. 
Edward  died  at  Kingsdown,  Bristol,  1813,  aged 
seventy-three  ;  he  left  £400  to  the  Baptist  Chapel 
at  Cheltenham. 

The  unassuming  gravestones  in  the  little  Baptist 
burial'  ground  are  in  striking  contrast  to  the 
sumptuous  monuments  and  brasses  to  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family  in  Great  Tew,  Clifford  Cham¬ 
bers  and  Dallington  Churches.  These  Puritan 
Rainsfords  are  laid  to  rest,  side  by  side,  with  members 
of  the  Shakespeare-Hart  family,  who  evidently  held 
the  same  religious  principles,  and  had  been  friends 
and  neighbours  of  the  Rainsfords  for  some  long 
period  ;  both  families  residing  latterly  in  picturesque 
old-timbered  dwellings  in  Barton  Street,  Tewkes¬ 
bury.  They  now  rest  under  the  shadow  of  the  noble 
Norman  structure,  Tewkesbury  Abbey,  and  only  a 
few  yards  away  from  the  “  Bell  Inn,”  and  Abel 
Fletcher’s  Mill,  described  in  “  John  Halifax,  Gentle¬ 
man,”  by  the  authoress,  Mrs.  Craik  ;  and  it  is  by 
reading  such  novels  as  these  that,  perhaps,  one  can 
better  picture  the  derision  and  persecution  the 
Puritans  underwent.  They  forfeited  their  positions 
under  the  Crown,  at  Court,  and  at  the  various 
outposts  of  the  Empire,  and  went  through  many 
privations. 

The  Turners,  to  whom  allusion  has  been  made 
in  Chapter  IX,  were  tenants  of  the  Rainsfords  of 
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Baptist  Chapel,  Tewkesbury, 


RAINSFORDS  OF  GUP’S  HILL,  TEWKESBURY,  265 


Clifford  Chambers,  and  lived  at  Atherston,  adjoining 
Clifford  Chambers,  about  3  miles  from  Stratford-on- 
Avon.  In  the  Will  of  Henry  Turner,  late  of  Ather- 
stone,  Co.  Warwick,  gentleman,  mention  is  made  of 
his  wife,  brothers  Thomas  and  John,  and  his  friends 
Sir  Thomas  Nethersole,  Sir  Henry  Rainsford  and 
Thomas  Combes,  Shakespeare’s  legatee.  The  Parish 
Register  transcribed  by  Edward  T.  Codd,  Vicar  of 
Tatchbrooks,  has  an  entry  : 

1593.  ‘  Thomas  Turner  of  —  and  Isabell 

Shaxpere,  daughter  of  Robert  Shaxpere,  of  this 
p’she,  4th  Marsh.’ 

From  the  Suckley  Turners  descended  the 
Turners  of  Winchcomb  and  Tewkesbury.  In  the 
Winchcomb  Parish  Registers  appears  : 

Oct  3rd,  1605.  ‘John  Turner  and  Ann  Rains¬ 
ford.’ 

1677.'  June  24th.  ‘  Thomas  Coombe  and  Ann 
Rainsford.’ 

In  the  Knight  wick  Registers  there  were  numer¬ 
ous  entries  to  a  family  of  Shakeshaft  and  variants. 
Querv  :  Is  this  a  form  of  Shakespeare  ? 

Buried  side  by  side  with  the  Rainsfords  at 
Tewkesbury,  are  the  last  of  the  Shakespeare-Harts, 
lineally  descended,  without  a  break,  from  Joan 
Shakespeare,  sister  of  the  Stratford  Bard,  who 
married  William  Hart,  hatter,  of  that  town,  (The 
manufacture  of  hats  was  looked  upon  as  an  art 
in  those  days).  There  is  an  exhaustive  pedigree 
of  the  Shakespeares  and  Harts,  published  in  the 
‘  Gentleman’s  Magazine,’  1816,  Vol.  II.,  p.  204, 
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The  first  Hart  of  Tewkesbury,  is  John,  son  of 
Thomas  Hart,  of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  ob.  May, 
1793,  described  as  a  turner.  He  married  Alice 
Ricketts,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  John, 
bapt.  18th  August,  1755,  at  Tewkesbury,  died 
22nd  Jan.,  1800.  This  John  had  a  brother  Thomas, 
bapt.  at  Stratford-on-Avon,  10th  Aug.,  1764,  married 
15th  Sept.,  1791  ;  died  at  Woolwich,  a  butcher, 
February,  1800.  In  early  days,  everyone  who  carried 
on  business  in  the  City  of  London  was  a  Freeman 
of  one  of  the  City  Guilds  :  indeed,  there  was  a  time 
when  no  one  was  allowed  to  engage  in  business 
within  the  limits  of  the  City  without  being  enrolled 
in  one  of  the  Companies.  But  it  does  not  necessarily 
follow  that  the  Company  was  any  indication  of  the 
calling  of  the  individual,  because  the  Freedom  of  a 
Company  was  usually  an  inheritance  by  patrimony, 
which  any  member  of  a  family  could  claim.  One 
described  as  a  fishmonger  would  in  all  probability 
be  a  member  of  that  Guild,  and  the  same  of  one 
described  as  a  butcher.  Thomas  Hart  married  Mary 
Kite,  daughter  of  Thomas  Kite,  of  Clifford  Cham¬ 
bers,  by  Ann  Spiers  ;  she  died  7th  Feb.,  1792,  aged 
51.  Buried  at  Clifford  Chambers. 

Mary  Hart,  nee  Kite,  also  was  buried  at  Clifford 
Chambers,  8th  Dec.,  1793,  aged  26.  These  Kites 
were  descended  from  the  Kites  of  Ebrington,  Co. 
Glos.,  who  intermarried  with  the  families  of  Coven¬ 
try  and  Tracy. 

John  Hart,  turner  and  chairmaker,  married 
Mary  Richardson  ;  she  died  Jan.  24th,  1835.  This 
John  is  buried  near  the  gateway  of  the  burial-ground 
of  Tewkesbury  Abbey.  On  his  tombstone  is  the 
following  : — 

1  In  memory  of  John  Hart,  who  died  Jan.  22nd, 
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1800  (the  sixth  descendant  from  the  Poet  Shakes¬ 
peare),  aged  45  years.’ 

Here  lies  the  only  comfort  of  my  life, 

Who  was  the  best  of  husbands  to  a  wife, 

Since  he  is  not,  no  joy  I  e’er  shall  have, 

Till  laid  by  him,  within  the  silent  grave, 

Herein  shall  sleep,  and  quietly  remain, 

Till  by  God’s  power,  we  meet  in  heaven  again, 

There  with  Christ,  eternally  to  dwell, 

LIntil  that  blest  time,  my  love,  farewell.” 

Also  of  Mary,  wife  of  the  above  John  Hart,  who 
died  Jan.  24th,  1835,  aged  70  years.’ 

John  and  Mary  Hart  were  the  parents  of  William 
Shakespeare  Hart  (turner  and  chairmaker)  who  is 
buried  in  the  old  Baptist  burial-ground,  Tewkesbury. 
He  married  Ann,  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
Thomas  Shakespeare  Hart,  a  bachelor. 

On  a  recent  visit  to  that  town,  we  copied  the 
following  from  the  gravestone  of  William  Shakes¬ 
peare  Hart  : 

‘  In  memory  of  John  Turner,  who  departed  this 
life  May  18th,  1808,  aged  54  years,  also  of  William 
Shakespeare  Hart,  who  died  Nov.  22nd,  1834,  aged 
56  years. 

Likewise  Mary  Ann  Hart,  daughter  of  the  above, 
who  d.  Sept.  8th,  1835,  aged  18  years.’ 

William  Shakespeare  Hart  was  the  father  of 
Thomas  Shakespeare  Hart,  the  last  lineal  male  des¬ 
cendant  of  William  Hart,  who  married  Joan  Shakes- 
speare,  sister  of  the  dramatist,  and  who  was  buried, 
with  his  forebears,  in  the  Baptist  burial  ground 
Tewkesbury.  On  the  tombstone,  covering  his 
remains,  is  inscribed  the  following  : 
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‘  To  the  memory  of  Thomas  Shakespeare  Hart, 
who  died  Nov.  13th,  1850,  aged  47  years.  Boast  not 
thyself  of  to-morrow,  for  thou  knowest  not  what  a 
day  may  bring  forth.’ 

These  Harts  at  one  time,  lived  in  a  charming 
half-timbered  house,  which  is  still  standing  in  Barton 
Street,  Tewkesbury.  Some  of  the  Ransfords  lived 
in  a  house  near  by. 

William  Shakespeare  Hart  had  three  daughters 
(1)  Mary  Ann,  who  died  Sept.  8th,  1835,  aged  18 
years  ;  (2)  Elizabeth  ;  (3)  Martha,  married  George 
Grubb,  of  Tewkesbury.  They  were  buried  in 
Tewkesbury  Cemetery.  The  inscription  on  their 
tomb  is  as  follows  : 

In  loving  memory  of  Martha,  wife  of  George 
Grubb,  who  died  Nov.  12th,  1881,  aged  75  years. 

SHE  WAS  A  GRAND-DAUGHTER  OF  THE  LATE 

John  Hart  of  Tewkesbury, 

AND  EIGHTH  IN  DESCENT  FROM  JOAN, 

SISTER  OF  THE  POET  SHAKESPEARE. 

ALSO 

OF  THE  ABOVE  NAMED 

George  Grubb, 

WHO  DIED  DEC.  4,  1888, 

AGED  80  YEARS. 

AND 

IN  EVER  LOVING  MEMORY  OF 

Diana, 

DAUGHTER  OF  THE  ABOVE, 

WHO  DIED  MARCH  19TH,  1929, 

AGED  89  YEARS. 

Edward  Ransford,  Junr.,  of  Gup’s  Hill  (born 
1766,  died  1842,  aged  seventy-six),  had  a  large 


The  Hon.  Thomas  H.  Rainsford 
(of  the  Gup’s  Hill  line ) 

Sometime  a  Member  of  the  American  Senate, 
Present  Owner  of  the  Edgefield  Estate,  South  Carolina,  U.S.A. 
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family  and  many  of  his  children  and  grand-children 
followed  the  medical  profession,  and  ably  acquitted 
themselves  in  the  line  of  battle,  and  other  fields  of 
work.  John  Ransford,  born  1801,  was  Surgeon- 
Major  in  the  Bengal  Army,  and  on  the  medical  staff 
at  Cawnpore  ;  he  died  at  Bournemouth  in  1869. 

Charles  Ransford,  a  son  of  Edward  Ransford, 
Junr.,  later  Dr.  Charles  Ransford  of  Alnwick,  was 
Physician  to  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  who 
jokingly  told  his  friends  his  doctor  could  trace  his 
descent  from  “  Joseph  and  his  brethren.” 

'  « 

His  son,  Colonel  Charles  Ransford,  joined  the 
Army,  1861,  and  served  in  Bengal  ;  two  of  whose 
sons,  Francis  and  James  were  officers  among  the 
‘  contemptibles  ’  at  the  Siege  of  Mons,  1914,  when 
one  was  killed ;  and  allusion  has  already  been  made  to 
the  living  descendants  of  the  Rainsford  Hannays  of 
Scotland  and  the  Rainsfords  of  Ireland,  who  have 
nobly  followed  the  traditions  of  their  forbears. 

Thomas  Ransford  of  Cheltenham,  eldest  son  of 
William  of  Gup’s  Hill,  who  died  1768,  was  the  father 
of  John,  who  migrated  to  the  United  States  in  1773, 
and  settled  on  the  estate  in  South  Carolina,  after¬ 
wards  called  Rainsford  Old  Place,  as  a  cotton  grower, 
and  founded  the  branch  out  there  ;  his  descendant, 
the  Hon.  Thomas  H.  Rainsford,  still  owns  the  estate, 
and  also  the  old  Chancellor  Wardlaw  House.  After 
an  interval,  John  Rainsford  returned  to  England, 
taking  back  his  son  Thomas.  He  died  in  1818,  at 
his  residence,  Edgefield  Court  House,  aged  eighty- 
one.  Another  descendant  of  this  branch  is  George 
Rainsford  Norris,  of  Columbia,  South  Carolina. 

Allusion  has  been  made  to  the  Ardens,  some  of 
whom  called  themselves  Radborne,  in  the  first 
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chapter  of  this  book.  The  Radbornes  of  Enstone, 
two  miles  from  Little  Tew,  where  the  junior  line  of 
Rainsfords  first  settled  in  the  15th  century,  appear  to 
be  closely  allied  by  blood  and  marriage  to  the  family 
of  Aylworth  of  Aylworth,  a  hamlet  in  the  parish  of 
Naunton,  Glos.,  settled  there  about  the  time  of  the 
Conquest,  a  branch  of  whom  lived  at  Tackley,  Oxon., 
also  at  Wellesbourne-Hastings,  Co.  Warwick,  about 
five  miles  east  of  Stratford-on-Avon.  They  were 
descended  from  the  de  la  Mares,  named  after  the 
castle  de  la  Mare,  near  Pont  Audemer,  and  were 
neighbours  of  Humphrey  de  Villes,  ancestor  of  the 
House  of  Beaumont,  Earls  of  Leicester  and  Mellent. 
The  name  later  was  known  locally  as  Lechmere. 

Joseph  Ransford,  the  great-grandfather  of  the 
writer,  was  born  at  Aylworth  Manor  House,  and  was 
the  son  of  John,  who  spelled  his  name  Ra(/)nsford, 
and  the  ancestor  of  the  Rainsfords  of  South 
Carolina  ;  this  John  married  Mary  Taylor,  whose 
mother,  Mary,  the  writer’s  great-great-grandmother, 
married  for  her  second  husband,  Jasper  Radborne, 
and  he  is  described  in  her  Will  as  Yeoman  of 
Aylworth.  Was  this  Mary  an  Aylworth  or  a  Greville? 
Possibly  a  Hart,  as  she  seals  her  will,  bearing  the 
impression  of  two  human  hearts.  In  her  Will,  she 
mentions  Job  Kite  of  Deddington,  Co.  Oxon.;  the 
chief  seat  of  the  Kites  was  at  Ebrington,  in  which 
parish  was  Hidcote  Boyce,  which  was  given,  as  we 
have  seen,  to  Ernald  de  Bosco  or  de  Bois,  by  Robert 
de  Beaumont,  Earl  of  Mellent  and  First  Earl  of 
Leicester.  The  Kites  of  Ebrington  married  with  the 
Taylors,  and  the  Taylors  married  with  the  Grevilles. 

John  Combe,  who  resided  at  the  College, 
Stratford-on-Avon  (whose  relatives  were  close  friends 
and  neighbours  of  the  Shakespeare  Harts  and  Rains- 
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fords)  died  without  issue,  January  30th,  1660  ;  and 
on  his  death  the  College  passed  to  his  nephew  of 
the  same  name,  whose  only  child,  Martha,  married 
Edward  Clopton,  eldest  son  of  John  Clopton.  The 
College  later  came  to  his  nephew,  Sir  William  Kyte, 
Bart.,  of  Ebrington,  Glos.,  whose  eldest  son,  Thomas 
Charles  Kyte,  sold  it  in  1740. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  Saxon  family, 
Lords  of  Warwick,  soon  after  the  Conquest,  assumed 
the  name  of  Arden,  and  others,  Radborne,  from  that 
Manor. 

Another  branch  of  the  Ardens,  in  very  early 
times,  adopted  the  name  of  Hungerford,  from  the 
Manor  of  Hungerford,  Wilts.  This  branch  was  also 
connected  with  the  Rainsfords,  for  Sir  Thomas  Hun¬ 
gerford,  who  was  beheaded  at  Salisbury,  1469, 
married  Lady  Ann  Percy,  daughter  of  Henry 
second  Earl  of  Northumberland,  and  after  his  death, 
she  married  Sir  Laurence  Rainsford  of  Bradfield 
Hall,  Essex.  In  the  16th  century  a  branch  of  the 
Hungerfords  were  Lords  of  Suckley,  Worcs.,  where 
some  of  the  Rainsfords  were  living  at  that  time. 

There  is  a  strong  probability  that  these  Rains¬ 
fords  descend  from  John,  younger  son  of  William 
Rainsford  of  Clifford  Chambers  by  Joan  Alderford, 
whose  family  lived  at  the  village  of  Knightwick,  near 
Suckley,  Worcs.  John’s  eldest  brother,  Charles, 
purchased  the  Manor  of  Clifford  Chambers  from 
Queen  Elizabeth.  It  was  this  Charles  who  was  the 
landlord  of  John  Shakespeare  of  Clifford. 

John  Ransford,  brother  of  Edward  of  Gup’s 
Hill,  whose  Will  is  dated  1813  at  his  death,  left  to  the 
great-grandfather  of  the  writer,  Joseph  Ransford 
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of  Aylworth  Manor,  Glos.,  and  younger  half- 
brother  of  Thomas  Rainsford,  who  inherited  Rains- 
ford  Old  Place,  lands  and  slaves,  provided  he  would 
go  to  America. 

This  condition  was  not  complied  with,  but  his 
son,  James,  went  out,  and  married  his  half-cousin, 
Esther  Rainsford.  He  died  September  26th,  1868, 
and  was  buried  in  the  family  graveyard  on  the  estate. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  a  letter  dated 
September  1st,  1865,  from  Edgefield  Court  House, 
South  Carolina,  from  James  Beale  Rainsford  to  his 
brother,  Edwin  Ransford,  of  Welbeck  Street,  Lon¬ 
don  : — 

“We  have  no  mails  and  no  civil  government 
here  ;  we  are  yet  under  military  rule  absolutely, 
so  that  none  are  free  in  the  ordinary  sense  ;  all  are 
embarrassed  and  perplexed.  We  have  suffered  loss 
in  every  way  ;  railways  destroyed,  rivers  closed  ; 
my  cotton  is  saved  for  this  year,  and  being  of  high 
value  may  prove  of  some  compensation.”  He  goes 
on  to  say  :  “I  cannot  give  particulars  of  the  war, 
recently  ended,  which  came  within  twenty  miles  of 
our  home.  One  day  over  three  hundred  horses  and 
mules  were  fed  from  my  cribs,  and  I  received  little 
in  payment.  In  the  war,  tea  cost  from  25  to  50 
dollars  per  lb.,  sugar  10  to  30  dollars,  coffee  20  to 
30,  and  bacon  6  to  8  dollars. 

I  bought  no  clothes  for  four  or  five  years  ;  we 
killed  our  own  meat  ;  tanned  our  own  leather  ;  made 
our  shoes  ;  and  wove  our  clothing  for  ourselves 
and  the  negroes.” 

Then,  referring  to  the  recently  freed  slaves,  he 


Rev.  Wm.  Stephen  Rainsford,  D.D., 

Rector  of  St.  George’s,  New  York,  Author,  and  Famous  Big  Game 
Hunter  and  Sporting  Companion  of  the  late 
President  Theodore  Roosevelt, 
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says  : — “  They  are  free  to  do  as  they  please,  to  be  as 
idle  as  they  may,  with  plenty  to  eat.  I  give  out  to 
mine  over  3001bs.  of  bacon  and  65  barrels  of  meal 
per  month  ;  in  addition  they  had  50  barrels  of 
peaches,  4  or  5  barrels  of  apples,  Irish  potatoes, 
20  gallons  of  milk,  12  to  15  gallons  of  cider, 
and  100  water  melons  per  week.  Only  one  of  my 
negroes  has  left  me,  and  he  wishes  to  return,  though 
all  the  76  in  number  are  declared  free,  and  are 
recognised  as  such  by  me,  and  are  receiving  wages. 
Owing  to  my  labour  troubles,  I  wish  to  sell  out  my 
lands,  2,500  acres,  and  re-invest  in  real  estate  in 
England.” 

He  speaks  of  John  Rainsford,  his  brother-in-law, 
as  having  a  hundred  negroes,  and  his  sister-in-law, 
Mrs.  Cantelou,  in  Alabama,  as  having  60  to  70. 
His  brother,  Edwin,  to  whom  he  writes  in  London, 
had  a  successful  stage  career  and  acted  with  the 
Keanes,  Kembles,  and  Macready.  He  also  published 
upwards  of  fifty  musical  compositions,  (ob.  1876). 

(From  an  article  by  Alfred  Ransford  in  “  Notes 
and  Queries,”  under  “  British  Settlers  in  America,” 
April,  1925,  in  whose  possession  are  the  above  letters). 

Though  this  branch,  about  1660,  became  non¬ 
conformists,  in  later  years  many  rejoined  the  estab¬ 
lished  church,  among  whom  was  the  late  Canon 
Robert  Bolton  Ransford,  M.A.,  Chaplain  to  Lord 
Mayor  Tyler,  1893/4,  descended  from  Edward, 
brother  of  John,  who  migrated  to  the  States,  circa. 
1760.  He  was  the  son  of  Henry  Ransford,  b.  1804, 
by  Frances  Bolton  ;  his  father  spent  nine  years  in 
the  West  Indies,  and  later  lived  in  Canada  for  twelve 
years  and  became  a  Director  of  the  Canadian  Co., 
and  trustee  of  the  Manitoba  South  Western  Colon¬ 
ization  Railway  Co.  He  died  at  Brighton  in  1893. 
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Sir  Ransford  Slater,  K.C.M.G.,  C.B.E., 
appointed  Governor  and  Commander-in  Chief  of  the 

Gold  Coast,  1927. 

Appointed  May,  1932,  Captain-General  and  Governor-in-Chief 

of  Jamaica, 


Sir  Ransford  Slater  :  Jamaica’s  New  Governor. 

The  new  Governor  of  Jamaica  sailed  on  Guy  Fawkes’  Day  to  take  up 
his  new  charge,  and  his  inseparable  companion,  seen  in  picture,  went 
with  him.  Sir  Ransford  Slater  was  formerly  Governor  of  Sierra  Leone 
(1922)  and  the  Gold  Coast  (1927),  and  Jamaica  ought  to  be  rather  a 
pleasant  change.  The  photograph  was  taken  at  Sir  Ransford  and  Lady 
Slater’s,  house,  Becton  Croft,  near  Godaiming,  Surrey. 
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Edward  Rainsford  of  Boston,  U.S.A.,  known 
there  as  Edward  the  Elder,  it  is  thought  was  very 
possibly  the  grandson  of  the  Rev.  Edward  Raynsford 
of  Clare,  Suffolk,  who  was  buried  in  Ely  Cathedral, 
Circa,  1590,  and  in  the  records  is  described  as  a 
‘  stranger  from  Clare;’  in  that  case  he  was  probably 
the  son  of  Edward  of  Hunsdon,  a  few  miles  from 
Clare,  whose  name  occurs  in  the  parish  register  of 
that  place,  1577/8,  and  also  in  1579.  Edward  of 
Hunsdon  is  very  probably  the  son  or  grandson 
of  Edward  Rainsford,  third  son  of  Sir  Laurence 
Knight,  Ambassador  for  Edward  IV,  lord  of  the 
Manor  of  Alpheton,  Suffolk,  and  of  Bradfield 
Hall,  Essex.  Edward’s  mother  was  his  father’s 
first  wife,  Elizabeth  Fiennes,  and  who  is  buried  in 
the  Priory  of  Wykes,  near  Bradfield  Hall. 

(See  Chapter  II,  The  Rainsfords  of  Essex  and 
Suffolk.  Also  Article  by  Alfred  Ransford,  in  ‘  Notes 
and  Queries,’  Ap.  25th,  1925,  headed  ‘  British 
Settlers  in  America.’) 

Among  many  living  male  descendants  of  the 
Clifford  and  Gup’s  Hill  line,  are  Alfred  Ransford, 
the  genealogist  ;  his  nephew,  Sir  Ransford  Slater, 
K.C.M.G.,  C.B.E.,  of  Emmanuel  College,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  sometime  Governor  of  Sierra  Leone,  later 
Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Gold 
Coast,  and  appointed  May  27th,  1932,  Captain- 
General  and  Governor-in-Chief  of  Jamaica  ;  also  a 
great-nephew  Captain  Merrill  Ransford  (2nd  Suffolk 
Regiment),  son  of  John  Ernest  Ransford,  M.D. 
(retired). 

Among  those  in  Australia  closely  connected 

with  this  line  is  Vernon  Seymour  Ransford,  the 

batsman  who  played  in  the  Test  Matches  against 

England,  1909. 

*  #  #  #  # 


Vernon  Seymour  Ransford 

(of  the  Gup's  Hill  line ) 

an  Australian  Test  Match  Cricketer,  who  played  in  the 
Test  Matches  in  this  Country,  1909. 


Ernest  Merrill  Ransford, 

Suffolk  Regiment, 

DESCENDED  FROM  THE  RANSFORDS  OF  GUP’s  HILL  MANOR. 
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Very  little  is  known  or  has  been  written  of  the 
women  throughout  this  book.  They  lived  in  much 
greater  seclusion  in  the  olden  days,  and  had  much 
simpler  tastes  and  ideas,  so  that  such  personalities 
as  Florence  Nightingale,  Elizabeth  Fry,  Josephine 
Butler,  and  others,  are  all  the  more  outstanding, 
even  in  the  19th  century. 

When  we  read  of  near  kindred  being  slain 
in  battle,  beheaded,  imprisoned,  dying  of  plague, 
we  realize  they  indeed  lived  in  very  troublous  days, 
and  often  must  have  experienced  bitter  anguish  of 
heart. 

To  quote  from  an  article  by  M.  C.  Campbell  in 
“  Three  Pears  Worcestershire  Magazine,  No.  6”  may 
we  find  good  comfort  in  the  realization  that  religion, 
art,  and  science,  have  united  in  breaking  down 
“  Man’s  inhumanity  to  Man.” 

I  should  like  to  pay  tribute  to  Alfred  Ransford’s 
sisters,  the  three  eldest  of  whom  were  the  pioneers 
of  gentlewomen  who  offered  themselves  as  “  Queen’s 
Nurses  of  the  Sick,”  when  that  association  was 
formed  in  the  late  eighties,  and  they,  with  a  younger 
sister  who  joined  later,  all  became  Matrons  of 
hospitals  in  England. 

The  eldest,  Margaret  Elizabeth  R.  of  Burton- 
on-Trent  Infirmary;  Sarah  Eliza  R.  of  Weston- 
super-Mare  Hospital;  Annie  Cash  R.  of  S.  Leonards- 
on-Sea,  and  Florence  R.  of  Mansfield,  Notts. 

A  sad  tragedy  marked  the  early  death  of  the 
third  sister,  when  she  was  instantaneously  killed  at 
a  motor  char-a-banc  picnic  in  the  early  days  of 
motoring,  1906,  the  driver  losing  control  of  the 


282 


RAINSFORDS  OF  GUP’s  HILL,  TEWKESBURY. 


wheel  on  a  steep  hill,  but  every  one  else  escaped. 
The  Staff  had  been  working  very  hard  to  raise 
money  for  a  new  Wing  to  the  Hospital,  and  on  its 
completion  the  Matron  organized  the  picnic  to 
celebrate  the  event.  She  was  greatly  beloved,  and 
her  funeral  was  a  day  of  public  mourning  in  the 
town  of  St.  Leonards. 

Also  I  owe  grateful  thanks  to  Mrs.  Alfred 
Ransford,  daughter  of  the  late  J.  D.  Eames,  M.D., 
of  Shipley,  and  sister  of  C.  W.  Eames,  D.S.O.,M.D., 
who  has  been  her  husband’s  indefatigable  sec¬ 
retary  in  his  genealogical  research,  in  spite  of 
more  interesting  claims  (to  her)  in  Red  Cross  work, 
and  as  Commandant  of  the  Norfolk  28th  V.A.D.,  as 
without  her  unselfish  help  in  the  past,  these  pages 
could  not  have  been  written. 


CONCLUSION. 


“  To-morrow  and  to-morrow  and  to-morrow 
Creeps  in  this  petty  pace  from  day  to  day 
To  the  last  syllable  of  recorded  time. 

-Vc  •At* 

WY"  *7V*  •7V*  TV* 

Out,  out,  brief  candle, 

Life’s  but  a  walking  shadow,  a  poor  player 
That  struts  and  frets  his  hour  upon  the  stage 
And  then  is  heard  no  more. 

Macbeth. 

We  bring  these  chapters  to  a  close,  though 
‘  closed  ’  they  can  never  really  be,  for  the  science  of 
genealogy  has  no  beginning  and  no  ending  ;  we 
evolve  in  God’s  great  universe,  of  which  this  earth 
of  ours  is  such  an  infinitesimal  part.  “  All  that  live 
must  die,  passing  through  nature  to  eternity.” 
(Hamlet),  (p.  199,  Gray’s  Elegy). 

Part  of  this  book  has  been  written  in  a  spot  on 
“  Malvern’s  lonely  height  ”  (Macaulay)  with  an 
extensive  view  of  many  of  the  places  mentioned 
herein,  lying  in  the  beautiful  wooded  valley  of  the 
rivers  Severn  and  Avon  ;  bounded  on  the  north-east 
by  Worcester,  and  on  the  south  by  Gloucester,  with 
their  fine  old  Cathedrals,  almost  in  the  centre  of 
which  is  the  historic  Abbey  of  Tewkesbury,  all  of 
them  plainly  discernible  in  a  clear  atmosphere,  as 
is  also  Pershore  Abbey  at  the  foot  of  the  wooded 
slopes  of  Wood  Norton,  sometime  the  seat  of  the 
Duke  of  Orleans.  The  Priory  of  Malvern  itself, 
standing  on  the  slopes  of  the  Worcestershire  Beacon, 
is  not  quite  discernible  from  this  position. 

Stratford-on-Avon  is  hidden  from  view  by 
Cook  Hill  ;  and  Evesham  and  Broadway  are 
hidden  by  the  Bredon  Hill,  lying  south  of 
Pershore,  on  which  elevation  are  Elmley  Castle  and 
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the  Combertons,  from  whence  one  proceeds  south, 
through  Longdon,  to  Tewkesbury  and  Cheltenham, 
all  of  which  lie  in  the  line  of  vision,  with  the  Cotswold 
and  Bredon  Hills  forming  a  wall  of  protection, 
north  to  south,  parallel  with  the  Malverns. 

Particularly  fascinating  to  watch  are  these 
villages  and  cities  on  a  clear  night,  the  lights  of 
which  sparkle  in  the  distance,  as  though  vying  with 
each  other  in  brilliancy.  Many  will  agree  with  the 
diarist,  John  Evelyn,  who  climbed  the  hills  on  August 
1st,  1654,  and  found  it  “  one  of  the  goodliest  vistas 
in  England  ;  ”  and  the  Malvern  Hills  were  a  great 
influence  in  the  poetry  of  Elizabeth  Barrett  Browning, 
who,  although  born  at  Coxhol  Hall,  Durham,  was 
brought  in  infancy  to  Hope  End,  near  Ledbury,  at 
the  Southern  end  of  the  Malverns. 

One  calls  to  mind  a  passage  from  Sir  Squire 
Bancroft’s  diary  (he  and  his  wife  were  distinguished 
and  memorable  Victorian  actor  and  actress)  as 
recorded  in  that  delightful  volume  “  On  and  off 
the  Stage,”  that  recalls  the  Malvern  he  knew  and 
loved  over  fifty  years  ago  : — 

“The  old-fashioned  Inn,  the  k  Foley  Arms,’ 
so  delightfully  placed,  was  our  home  at  Malvern,  and 
we  passed  a  pleasant  quiet  time  there  ;  part  of  it 
being  devoted  to  a  mild  insight  into  the  mysteries 
of  hydropathy,  under  the  guidance  of  the  amiable 
successor  to  Dr.  Gully,  the  high  priest  of  the  water 
cure  ;  part  to  long  walks 

“  Round  about  the  Malvern  Hills, 

Where  man  may  live  as  long  as  he  wills  ;  ” 

part  to  charming  drives  in  beautiful  Eastnor  ;  to 
Worcester  to  see  the  potteries  and  Cathedral,  and  all 
the  country  round,  in  those  canary-coloured  carriages, 
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as  quaint  looking  as  the  drivers  in  their  blue  coats 
and  white  beaver  hats  (only  exchanged  on  Sundays 
for  black  ones)  which  the  ‘  Foley  Arms  ’  affects.” 

Sir  Squire  Bancroft  lived  to  the  ripe  old  age  of 
eighty- five,  passing  away  in  1926. 

Perhaps  some  may  not  value  these  beautiful 
hills  sufficiently,  the  home  and  haunt  of  some  of 
our  greatest  geniuses  in  the  world  of  painting, 
poetry,  literature,  dramatic  art,  and  music;  to  quote 
only  the  late  B.  W.  Leader  (Williams)  R.A.  ;  the 
already  mentioned  late  Elizabeth  Barrett  Browning; 
George  Bernard  Shaw,  Sir  Barry  Jackson,  and  Sir 
Edward  Elgar. 

Of  three  of  Sir  Edward’s  greatest  works,  “The 
Dream  of  Gerontius,”  “  The  Apostles,”  and  “  The 
Kingdom,”  he  composed  the  first-named  while 
living  at  Birchwood,  Old  Storridge,  Malvern,  in 
1899  and  1900,  writing  on  the  first  score  “  This  is 
the  best  of  me.” 

Some  of  these  chapters  have  been  written  during 
the  wonderful  October  of  1931,  in  one  of  the  peace¬ 
ful  homes  on  the  Norfolk  coast,  near  the  seat  of  our 
beloved  King  and  Queen,  overlooking  the  ever- 
fascinating  and  changing  ocean,  and  where  the  sea¬ 
gulls  may  be  seen  on  the  lawn  in  the  early  morn  in 
search  of  food,  and  the  little  tits  hop  down  to  the 
tiny  thatched  house  by  my  window  and  hammer  and 
peck  at  the  peanuts  hanging  as  a  portico  around  it. 
Even  they  teach  us  a  lesson  of  earnestness  of  purpose; 
and  in  these  days  of  stress  and  strain,  chaos,  and 
crisis,  may  we  take  heart  by  what  our  ancestors  have 
gone  through,  and  stand  by  our  Country  in  its  hour 
of  need. 
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We  Britishers  love  these  little  green  islands, 
washed  by  the  cold  grey  northern  seas,  and  which 
to  our  sons  and  daughters  who  people  the  lands  of 
our  far  flung  Empire  are  always  Home. 

“  This  royal  throne  of  Kings,  this  sceptered  isle, 

This  earth  of  majesty,  this  seat  of  Mars, 

This  other  Eden,  demi-paradise  ; 

This  fortress,  built  for  nature  for  herself 
Against  infection  and  the  hand  of  war  ; 

This  happy  breed  of  men,  this  little  world  ; 

This  precious  stone  set  in  the  silver  sea, 

Which  serves  it  in  the  office  of  a  wall, 

Or  as  a  moat  defensive  to  a  house, 

Against  the  envy  of  less  happier  lands, 

This  blessed  plot,  this  earth,  this  realm,  this  England.” 

King  Richard  IL 

On  the  28th  of  October,  1931 ,  following  the  most 
momentous  General  Election  our  country  has 
ever  experienced,  it  most  wonderfully  awakened 
and  rallied  round  our  revered  Sovereign,  carrying 
out  the  unforgettable  words  of  Norfolk’s  greatest 
son,  Nelson  : — 

“  England  expects  that  every  man  this  day  shall 
do  his  duty.” 

“  O  God,  our  help  in  ages  past, 

Our  hope  for  years  to  come, 

Our  shelter  from  the  stormy  blast, 

And  our  eternal  home  ; 

Time,  like  an  ever-rolling  stream, 

Bears  all  its  sons  away  ; 

They  fly  forgotten,  (?)  as  a  dream 

Dies  at  the  opening  day. 

*  #  #  # 

“  And  the  sea  gave  up  the  dead  which  were  in  it.” 

Rev.  xx. 

w  *3v*  TP  Tr 

“  Marvellous  are  Thy  works,  Lord  God  Almighty.  Just 
and  true  are  Thy  ways,  Thou  King  of  Saints.” 


Rev.  xv. 
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Yet  another  few  lines  set  to  Sir  Hubert  Parrys’ 
beautiful  and  impressive  music,  as  the  song  “  There.” 

“  There,  in  that  other  world, 

What  waits  for  me  ? 

What  shall  I  find,  after  that  other  birth  ? 

No  storming,  tossing,  foaming,  smiling  sea, 

But  a  new  earth. 

No  sun  to  mark  the  changing  of  the  days, 

No  slow  soft  falling  of  the  alternate  night  ; 

No  moon,  no  star  to  guide  me  on  my  ways, 

Only  The  Light. 

No  grey  cathedral,  wide  and  wondrous  fair, 

That  I  may  tread  where  all  my  fathers  trod, 

Nay,  nay,  my  soul,  no  House  of  God  is  there  ; 

But  God,  Only  God.” 


APPENDIX 


Stratford-on-Avon  and  the  World  of  Art  paid  fitting 
tribute  to  William  Shakespeare,  when  on  St.  George’s 
Day,  April  23rd,  1932,  and  the  anniversary  of  the  great 
poet’s  birthday,  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales 
opened  the  New  Memorial  Theatre. 

The  Mayor  of  the  Borough,  Sir  Archibald  Flower,  address¬ 
ing  the  Prince,  said  :  “  We  are  very  proud,  Sir,  to  have  you 
here  to  open  this  theatre.  William  Shakespeare,  Sir,  was  a 
man  after  your  own  heart,  a  man  of  wonderful  human  under¬ 
standing,  of  deep  sympathy,  a  good  sportsman  ;  and,  above 
all,  one  devoted  to  his  own  country,  England.  We  look  upon 
you,  Sir,  as  England’s  universal  ambassador.  I  am  proud 
indeed,  Sir,  to  ask  you  to  dedicate  this  theatre  to  the  memory 
of  William  Shakespeare.” 

The  Prince,  opening  the  theatre,  said  :  “It  is  a  very 
inspiring  thought  that  William  Shakespeare  should  be 
honoured  in  his  native  town  by  the  dedication  of  this 
magnificent  theatre.”  .  .  .  “  Nothing  can  more  truly  be 
called  a  memorial  than  such  a  theatre,  which  perpetuates, 
side  by  side  with  the  historical  memory  of  our  greatest 
dramatic  poet,  the  living  spirit  of  his  genius.” 

“  Shakespeare  was,  above  all  things,  an  Englishman.  He 
loved  his  country  with  a  great  and  passionate  love,  and  his 
magic  verse  not  only  breathes  the  air  of  the  countryside,  the 
air  of  our  long,  still  summer  afternoons,  but  strikes  back  into 
the  very  heart  of  our  history,  with  all  its  pageantry  and  daring.” 

“  In  describing  this  theatre  as  a  world-tribute  to  Shakes¬ 
peare,  I  would  like  to  mention  Britain’s  special  appreciation  of 
the  very  generous  help  which  has  been  forthcoming  from 
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America.  The  American  people  share  with  us  the  great  treasury 
of  our  language,  and  of  all  the  noble  works  which  that  language 
has  enshrined,  and  it  is  a  real  source  of  both  pleasure  and  pride 
for  us  to  know  that  they  do  not  lightly  value  this  priceless 
heritage.”  .  .  .  “  The  ships  that  sailed  westwards  had  not  set 
forth  in  any  numbers  before  Shakespeare’s  time.”  .  .  .  “  We 
are  proud  and  grateful  that  the  citizens  of  the  great  nation 
across  the  sea  should  have  taken  such  a  prominent  part  in 
making  it  possible  for  a  fine  and  beautifully-equipped  play¬ 
house  to  be  opened  in  his  honour  to-day.” 

“  It  is  now  my  privilege,  on  behalf  of  His  Majesty  the 
King,  to  declare  the  new  Shakespeare  Memorial  Theatre  open 
and  dedicated  to  the  immortal  memory  of  William  Shakespeare.” 
(Cheers). 

Lord  Burnham  said  that  as  president  of  the  Governors 
of  the  Theatre  he  had  to  offer  to  His  Royal  Highness  their 
sincerest  thanks.  Alone  of  all  living  Englishmen  His  Royal 
Highness  had  the  right  to  speak  for  the  promise  and  the  potency 
of  the  future. 


Mr.  Stanley  Baldwin ,  speaking  at  the  Luncheon  prior  to  the 
Opening  Ceremony ,  said: — 

“  Such  a  gathering  as  this,”  .  .  .  “  an  international  gather¬ 
ing,  would  be  impossible  to  celebrate  the  fame  of  any  statesman, 
of  any  soldier,  of  any  priest  ;  and  no  money  could  buy  it.  It 
is  only  for  a  poet,  and  for  a  poet  of  world  repute,  that  such  an 
assembly  could  be  gathered  together.  It  is  not  only  to  the  head, 
but  to  the  heart  and  to  the  soul,  that  the  appeal  is  made  that 
brings  together  people  of  innumerable  nationalities.  Men  will 
die  for  ideals,  but  they  will  not  die  for  facts.  Shakespeare 
spoke  into  the  inner  chamber  of  men  in  every  country  of  the 
world.  But  there  is  an  innermost  chamber  to  which  the  poet 
speaks  and  gains  admittance,  and  that  is  the  innermost  chamber 
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of  his  own  countrymen.”  .  .  .  “  Nothing  is  so  untranslatable 
as  poetry.  Poetry  was  once  defined — by  Dryden,  if  I  remember 
aright— as  articulate  music  ;  and  music  consists  of  an  infinite 
gradation,  not  only  of  tones,  but  of  semi-tones  and  demi-semi- 
tones,  and  the  native  ear  is  required  to  catch  the  infinite  del¬ 
icacy  of  the  gradations,  just  as  the  native  ear  is  born  to  catch  the 
infinite  delicacy  of  the  sounds,  and  the  sense  of  the  meaning,  and 
that  magic  that  the  greatest  poets  have.  The  words  seem  to  come, 
not  from  the  brain  of  man,  but  are  caught  up  from  the  seventh 
heaven  and  brought  down  to  earth — the  magic  of  the  poet  that 
speaks  to  the  native  ear.  And  happy  indeed,  was  Shakespeare 
in  his  time.”  .  .  .  “Shakespeare  was  our  typical  Englishman. 
Some  have  asked  ‘  Why  did  Shakespeare  go  to  Stratford  in  his 
old  age?’  He  went  back  to  Stratford  because  he  was  an  English¬ 
man,  and  every  Englishman,  like  the  homing  pigeon,  goes  back 
to  the  place  of  his  birth,  he  goes  to  London  to  succeed,  but  he 
always  treasures  in  his  heart  the  old  home.  He  came  back — 
as  thousands  of  Englishmen  have  done — back  to  the  village 
where  he  was  born.  And  there’s  the  simple  explanation  of 
that  single  circumstance.” 

“  Shakespeare  was  not  only  an  Englishman,  but  he  was  an 
English  countryman,  and  that  was  implicit  in  every  line  of  his 
plays.  For  those  who  have  eyes  to  see  and  ears  to  hear,  they  will 
find,  from  the  first  page  of  his  plays  to  the  last,  a  most  intimate 
acquaintance,  not  only  with  everything  that  belonged  to  the 
countryside,  but  to  all  the  sports,  venery,  falconry,  archery  and 
everything  one  would  expect  a  countryman  to  be  familiar  with. 
Never  were  four  more  pregnant  words  employed  in  relation  to 
our  Shakespeare  than  ‘  Native  wood  notes  wild,’ summed  up 
once  and  for  all  by  one  of  the  greatest  poets  of  our  own  country. 
And  Shakespeare  was  a  sensitive  pulse,  as  it  were,  of  every  im¬ 
pression  that  could  reach  him  from  the  England  of  the  English 
among  whom  he  lived,  and  those  impressions  were  taken  up 
and  recorded  at  the  lighting  speed  that  belonged  to  genius,  and 
to  genius  alone,  and  which  could  never  be  accomplished  by 
mere  cleverness.”  ...”  I  find  a  great  Englishman,  and,  as  may 
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be  said  in  some  circles  to-day,  a  great  Imperialist,  expresses 
my  feelings  in  words  far  better  than  I  can  find.  It  was  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh  who  said  :  ‘  Passions  are  likened  best  to  floods 
and  streams  ;  the  shallow  murmur,  but  the  deep  are  dumb.’- 
.  .  .  “  The  things  that  lie  too  deep  for  tears  we  seldom  speak  of, 
but  let  no  one  make  the  mistake  of  thinking  they  are  not  there.’ 

.  .  .  “  Every  Englishman  keeps  in  his  heart  that  corner  of  the 
country  in  which  he  was  bred.”  ,  .  .  “  The  words  that  come  to 
mind  are  rather — ‘  He  leadeth  me  beside  the  still  waters.  He 
maketh  me  to  lie  down  in  the  green  pastures.’  ”  .  .  .  “  That  was 
why  Shakespeare  went  back  to  Stratford.  His  heart  was  in 
the  meadows  by  the  river,  and  to  those  meadows  he  returned, 
by  those  meadows  he  died,  and  in  the  sound  of  that  running 
water  he  laid  his  bones.” 


Frances,  daughter  of  Edward  Rainsford,  Esq., 
Wife  of  Major-General  Welbore  Ellis  Doyle. 
Afterwards  Princess  Joseph  de  Monaco. 
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Baude,  Ferdinand,  father-in-law  of  Robert  Wrenford  of  Longdon-  70 


INDEX  295 


PAGE 

Baude,  John,  of  Thorpe  Underwood,  Northants-  -  -  -  70 

Bayeux,  Viscounts,  from  whom  the  Norman  Earls  of  Chester  -  24 
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Bentley,  Barbara,  third  dau.  of  Dr  Bentley,  wife  of  Thos 

Rainsford  -------  54,  144,  169 

Berkeley,  de,  family  of—  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  69 

Berkeley,  Lord,  1613  -  —  —  —  —  —  -  —  139 
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Bonnor,  Mary,  2nd  dau.  of  Anthony  Bonnor,  by  Margery  Croker, 
mar.  1st  William  Young  of  Caynton,  Salop,  2nd  Thomas 
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Wawen,  Co.  Warwick  —  —  —  —  —  —  -171 
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Broad  Campden,  Glos.,  by  Anne  Fulwood,  mar.  Jane  Harris, 
sister  of  John  Harris,  Broad  Campden,  the  dau.  of  Dr.  Robert 
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Brydges,  Thomas,  of  Cornbury  Park,  Oxon,  brother  of  Sir  John 

Brydges,  appointed  in  1548  steward  _____  129 
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Clopton,  Sir  Hugh,  Will  dated  1496  ______  144 
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Rainsford,  ob.  1820,  only  son  of  Capt.  Thomas  R.,  ob.  1754  —  251 
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Danvers,  Temperance,  Justice,  Prudence,  Fortitude,  the  four  dau. 
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Francis  Kite  of  Ebrington  -  -  —  —  -  -  116,173 
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Welbore  Ellis  Doyle,  by  Frances  Rainsford,  promoted  Captain 
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Sir  Richard  Rainsford  of  Dallington,  by  Catherine  Clarke,  Will 
dated  1698,  sole  extrix  to  her  husband’s  Will  —  —  -  209 
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Fullwood,  Anne,  dau.  of  John  Fulwood  of  Ford  Hall  in  Wootton 
Wawen,  C.  Warwick,  mar.  Thomas  Bonnor,  kinsman  of  Edmund 
Bonnor,  Bishop  of  London,  1540-1559  —  —  —  171 

Fullwood,  Elena,  ob.  1534,  mar.  Baldwin  Barnard,  father  of  Sir 
John  Barnard,  who  mar.  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Dr.  John  Hall  and 
grand-daughter  of  Shakespeare-  -  -  -  -  -  172 

Fullwood,  John,  of  Tanworth,  Co.  Warwick,  son-in-law  of  Charles 

Rainsford  of  Clifford,  overseer  of  Will,  April,  1578  -  103,171 

Fullwood,  Mary  (dau.  of  Chas.  Rainsford,  lord  of  Clifford,  buried 

at  Clifford  1575)  mar.  John  Fulwood  -----  172 

Fulwood,  Robert,  on  a  list  of  Jurors,  circa  1572-  -  -  -  192 

Fynes,  or  Fiennes,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Sir  Lawrence  Rainsford, 

born  1415,  dau.  of  James  1st  Lord  Saye  and  Sele  -  -  42 

Fynes,  or  Fiennes,  James  1st  Lord  Saye  and  Sele,  beheaded  by 
mob  in  Jack  Cade’s  rebellion,  1450,  High  Treasurer  of  England 
Lord  Lieut,  of  Kent,  father-in-law  of  Sir  Lawrence  Rainsford, 
buried  Hever  Castle,  1435  —  —  —  —  —  —  42 

Fynes,  Lord  Nathaniel,  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal,  1655  -  43 

G. 

Gaunt,  John,  3rd  son  of  Ed.  Ill  and  father  of  Henry  IV  -  —  43 

Gaynesford,  William,  1459  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  31 

George  II,  King  of  England  -  —  —  —  —  238 

George  V  of  England,  and  Queen  Mary  -----  285 

Gilbert,  Joan,  1st  wife  of  William  Wrainford  (in  Longdon  Register), 
otherwise  William  Wrenford,  March  1542.  Buried  at  Longdon, 

Dec.,  1563  ---------66 

Glanville  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  24 

Gloucester,  William  Earl  of--  —  -  --  -26 

Godith,  or  Gonilla,  wife  of  Gilbert  Fitz  Reinfred,  parents  of  Walter 

de  Coutances,  Archbishop  of  Rouen,  1184  —  —  —  —23,  38 

Goodere,  Sir  Henry,  of  Much  Park,  Coventry,  and  later  of  Pooley 
Hall,  Polesworth,  Co.  Warwick.  Mar.  Frances,  dau.  of  Henry 
Lowther  and  sister  of  Sir  Rich.  Lowther  -  -  -  106,  108 

Goodere,  Anne,  younger  dau.  and  co-heiress  of  Sir  Henry  Goodere, 
by  Frances  Lowther,  wife  of  Sir  Henry  Rainsford  (1)  of  Clifford 
Chambers  -  --  --  --  --  108 

Goodere,  Frances,  elder  dau.  and  co-heiress  of  Sir  Henry  Goodere 
by  Frances  Lowther,  mar.  her  cousin  Henry  Goodere  the  younger 
and  lived  at  Polesworth  -------  108 

Gore,  Sir  Thomas,  of  Brampton  ------  203 

Goodny,  Arthur  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  204 

Green,  John  Richard,  the  historian  ------  72 

Qreene,  family  of,  Northants  -  -  -  -  -r-  -  -119 
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Gregg,  Robert,  Primate,  mar.  Elinor  Bainbridge,  sister  of  Rear- 

Admiral  John  Hugh  Bainbridge—  —  —  —  —  -  241 

Gregg,  John,  Bishop  of  Cork  and  cousin  to  the  present  Archbishop-  241 
Grenville,  Honor,  mar.  (1)  Sir  John  Bassett  ;  and  (2)  in  1528  Arthur 

Plantagenet  Lord  Lisle,  son  of  Ed.  IV  by  Elizabeth  Lucie  -  66 

Greville,  Francis  of  Arle  Court,  Charlton  Kings,  Glos.,  mar.  Mary 
Rainsford,  dau.  of  John  Rainsford,  lord  of  Great  Tew  Manor, 
Oxon.  -  --  --  --  --  -  124 

Greville,  Verney,  family  of  —  —  —  —  —  -  -  124 

Greville,  Sir  Fulk,  1st  Lord  Brooke,  mar.  Eliz.  Willoughby,  mater¬ 
nally  descended  from  Sir  Edmund  Cheney  of  Brooke,  Co. 

Wilts,  Recorder  of  Warwick,  1596  and  1610.  ob.  1628  124,  130,  136 

Greville,  Sir  Edward,  of  Milcote  Castle,  Co.  Warwick,  father  of  Sir 
Fulk  Greville,  1st  Lord  Brooke;  and  the  guardian  of  Eliz. 
Willoughby  -------  103,  124,  143 

Greville,  Robert,  2nd  Lord  Brooke,  born  1608,  succeeded  to  title 
1628,  only  son  of  Fulke,  by  Mary,  dau.  of  Christopher  Copley 
of  Wadworth,  Yorks.  Mar.  Catherine  Russell,  eldest  dau.  of 
Francis,  3rd  Earl  of  Bedford.  Slain  at  Siege  of  Lichfield,  1643  130 

Greville,  William  of  Chipping  Campden,  Glos.,  whose  son  Lodovic, 

mar.  Margaret  de  Arden  or  Radborne—  —  —  —  —  22 


Greville,  family  of,  at  Beauchamp  Court,  Alcester  —  —  —  148 

Grey,  Lord,  of  Wilton  Castle,  Co.  Wilts.,  whose  dau.  Eliz.  mar. 

Sir  John  Brydges  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  128 

Grey,  Lady  Jane  -  --  --  -  -  —  128,  131 

Griffin,  James,  mar.  Ann,  dau.  of  Richard  Rainsford  of  Dallington, 
Northants,  by  Ann,  dau.  of  Col.  Neville,  from  whom  the  line 
merges  into  the  Barons  Braybrooke  -----  205 

Griffin,  Edward,  grandson  of  Dame  Catherine  Rainsford  of  Dalling¬ 
ton,  mentioned  Li  her  Will,  1698  _____  206 

Griffin,  Elizabeth,  great  granddau.  of  Dame  Catherine  Rainsford. 

Mentioned  in  her  Will,  1698  _  —  _  —  206 

Grosvenor,  family  of,  at  Sutton  Coldfield,  Co.  Warwick,  descended 

from  the  Grosvenors  of  Eaton  Hall,  Chester  —  -  —  178 

Grosvenor,  Charles,  one  of  the  witnesses  to  the  Will  of  William 

Rainsford  of  Suckley,  Worcs.,  1568  —  —  —  _  —  178 


Grymstede,  Elizabeth  and  George,  exors.  and  sole  beneficaries  to  the 
Will  of  Humphrey  Rainsford,  dated  1497 1 8.  He  was  scavage  for 
life  in  the  City  of  London  and  suburbs.  Had  grant  of  small 
estate  in  Great  Tew  from  Henry  Rainsford,  lord  of  the 
Manor,  ob.  1470  126 

Guilford  Jane,  mar.  Sir  John  Dudley,  Duke  of  Northumberland, 

and  their  son  mar.  Lady  Jane  Grey  —  —  —  -  —  131 

Guilford,  family  of,  married  with  the  Sydneys  —  —  —  78,131 

Guinness,  Richard,  of  Celbridge,  Co.  Kildare,  born  1680  —  -  243 

Guinness  Richard,  Co.  Kildare,  born  circa,  1680,  living  1766.  Mar. 

Eliz.  Read,  born  1698,  ob.  1742—  _____  243 

Guinness,  Arthur,  born  1725,  ob.  1803,  of  Beaumont,  Co.  Dublin, 
took  over  the  Dublin  Brewery,  Dec.,  1759,  for  999  years,  from 
Mark  Rainsford,  Esq.,  of  Portarlington,  Dublin.  Mar.  in  1761. 
Olivia,  dau.  and  co-heiress  of  William  Whitmore  of  Dublin  223,  243 
Guinness,  Arthur,  of  Beaumont,  Co.  Dublin,  2nd  son.  Born  1768. 

J.P.,  D.L.  Mar.  Anne,  eldest  dau.  and  co-heiress  of  Benjamin 
Lee  of  Marrion,  Co.  Dublin,  in  1793,  ob.  1817  -  —  —  243 

Guinness,  Sir  Benjamin  Lee,  1st  Bart.,  born  1798,  3rd  son,  M.P., 
LL.D.,  J.P.  Mar.  Eliz.,  3rd  dau.  of  Edward  Guinness  of 
Dublin,  in  1837  -  -  243 
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Guinness,  Arthur  Edward,  2nd  Bart.,  created  Baron  Ardilaun  —  243 

Guinness,  Edward  Cecil,  3rd  son  of  1st  Bart.,  created  Earl  of  Iveagh  243 
Guinness,  Henry  Seymour  -------  224 

Gwarmarche,  Bevill  de—  —  —  —  —  —  —  -64 

H 

Hackett,  Marion,  “Shakespeare’s  fat  ale  wife  of  Wincot  ”  —  -  183 

Hainford,  a  place  8  miles  from  Norwich  —  —  —  —  —  30 

Hale,  Sir  Matthew,  of  Alderley,  Cheshire,  Kt.,  Lord  Chief  Justice 

of  the  King’s  Bench  prior  to  Sir  Richard  Rainsford,  1676-9  -  201 

Hall,  Edward  (p.  62)  mentioned  in  Will  of  Sir  John  Rainsford,  Kt. 
of  Essex,  ob.  1559,  together  with  Thomas  Hull  and  Henry 
Hulles  -  —  -  —  —  —  —  —  —  -63 

Hall,  Edward,  of  Greatford  Hall  —  —  —  —  -  —  175 

Hall,  Richard,  of  Swerford,  whose  name  occurs  in  1412,  son  or 

grand-son  of  Edward  Hall,  1350  —  —  —  -  —  175 

Hall,  Richard,  Judge  of  Assize,  temp  Henry  VII,  grandfather  of 

Richard  of  Idlecote,  who  mar.  Joyce  Blount  and  died  1602  —  174 

Hall,  John,  of  South  Newenton  (Oxfordshire  Visitations,  p.  270)—  174 

Hall,  Edward,  presumably  John’s  brother,  whose  name  appears  in 

documents,  1535  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  174 

Hall,  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Edward  Hall,  by  Margaret  Wakested,  des¬ 
cended  from  John  de  Preaux  —  —  —  —  —  172,174 

Hall,  Samuel  of  Barford  St.  Michael,  great-grandson  of  Richard 

Hall  of  Swerford.  The  Judge  temp.  Henry  VII  —  —  —  172 

Hall,  Rev.  John,  Bishop  of  Bristol,  ob.  1709,  aged  77,  buried  at 

Bromsgrove,  Worcs.  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  175 

Hall,  Richard,  of  Worcester,  grandfather  of  Bishop  —  —  -  175 

Hall,  Thomas,  who  purchased  Eastbury  and  Henwick  (Worcs.)  from 

Sir  Humphrey  Stafford,  Kt.  —  —  —  —  —  —  176 

Hall  (Nash  i,  475)  places  1617  Thomas  Hall  at  Eastbury.  Edward 

Hall,  Henwick,  and  Thomas  Hall,  Hallow  —  —  —  —  176 

Hall,  William,  of  Leicester,  son  of  Anthony  Hall  of  Henwick 

(Worcs.  Visitations,  65)  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  176 

Hall,  Thomas,  Priory’s  Estate,  1535,  in  Suckley  and  Alfrick,  granted 

in  1544  to  Thomas  Hall  and  John  Fox  —  —  —  -  176 

Hall,  John,  succeeded  to  Alfrick  and  Suckley  estates,  sold  in  1564 

to  his  brother  Edmund  -  —  —  —  —  —  —  176 

Hall,  Edmund,  ob.  1605  -  —  —  —  -  —  176 

Hall,  Thomas,  son  of  and  succeeded  Edmund  —  —  —  —  176 

Hall,  John,  held  an  estate  known  as  “  The  Hall  House,”  1647  -  176 

Hall,  descendants  of  Thomas  Hall,  succeeded  to  the  Manor  of  Luls- 

lev,  adjoining  Knightwick—  _  —  —  177 

Hall,  Edward,  his  widow  Anne,  subsequently  mar.  William  Ingram 

of  Earl’s  Court,  Worcs.  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  177 

Hall,  Anthony,  of  Banbury  (descended  from  Halls  of  Swerford  Park) 

living  1634  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  188 

Hall,  Edward,  in  1578  left  an  estate  at  Upton-on-Severn  —  —  181 

Hall,  Richard,  of  Idlicote.  In  1587  entered  into  an  indenture  with 

Walter  Savage,  Broadway  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  181 

Hall,  Edward,  mar.  a  Great  Tew  heiress  and  adopted  the  de 

Preaux  Arms  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  166 

Hall,  Richard,  of  Idlicote,  ob.  1602,  bore  for  his  arms  the  eagle 

displayed  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  -167 

Hall,  family  of,  in  Leicestershire  descend  from  those  in  Worcester¬ 
shire,  and  from  whom  Dr.  John  HalJ  -  -  -=•  -*• 
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Hall,  family  of,  at  Swerford  (adjoining  Great  Tew)  South  Newenton 

Banbury  and  Idlicote,  Co.  Warwick  -  -  -  -  168,  170 

Hall,  Richard  of  Idlicote,  mar.  Joyce,  dau.  of  Walter  Blount  of 
Astley,  Co.  Worcs.,  and  widow  of  Hugh  Reynolds  of  Stratford- 
on-Avon  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -170 

Hall,  Edward,  thought  to  be  son  of  Ed.  Hall  of  Swerford  and 

Elizabeth,  his  wife,  living  1537—  -  —  —  —  —  172 

Hall,  Dr.  John,  proved  to  be  the  son  of  William  Hall  of  Acton, 
Middlesex,  Will  1607,  mar.  Susannah,  dau.  of  William 
Shakespeare  -  148,  150,  152,  154,  163,  164,  165,  166,  167,  168, 

172,  179,  182,  184,  188,  190,  191,  192 
Hall,  Susanna,  dau.  of  William  Shakespeare,  wife  of  Dr.  John  Hall, 

163,  164,  185,  192 

Hall,  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Dr.  John  Hall  and  grand-dau.  of  William 

Shakespeare  ------  163,  165,  173,  178 

Hall,  William,  of  Acton,  Middlesex.  Will  dated  12th,  proved  24th 

Dec.,  1607,  proved  to  be  the  father  of  Dr.  John  Hall  —  182,  184 

Ham,  of  Flam,  Margaret,  widow  of  Sir  John  Shaw,  Mayor  of 

London,  mar.  Sir  John  Rainsford  of  Bradfield  Hall,  Essex  -  58 

Hamilton,  Col  James,  mentioned  in  Will  of  Sir  Mark  Rainsford,  1709  226 
Hampden,  Sir  Edmund  Barnarde  of  Hampden,  Bucks—  —  —  49 

Handcock,  William  of  Dublin,  Will  of  Mark  Rainsford,  dated  1795  237 
Handcock,  Susanne  Carey,  otherwise  Rainsford,  executors  are 
Susannah,  and  William  Handcock,  same  Will  —  —  — 

Harcourt,  Simon  (26  Henry  VIII)  to  enquire  with  William 
Rainsford  into  Abbey  lands  in  Oxfordshire-  -  -  - 

Harris,  Dr.  Robert,  Puritan  President  of  Trinity  College,  Oxford  - 
Harris,  Jane,  married  William  Bonnor  —  -  —  —  — 

Harris,  Nicholas,  of  Long  Itchington  _____ 

Harris,  Nicholas,  of  Chilson,  a  kinsman  of  Charlbury,  Co.  Oxon., 
his  dau.  Anne  mar.  Samuel  Hall  of  Barford  St.  Michael-  - 
Harris,  John,  father  of  Dr.  Robert  Harris  —  —  —  -  — 

Hart,  William,  mar.  Joan  Shakespeare,  dau.  of  the  Stratford  Bard- 
Hart,  John,  the  first  Hart  in  Tewkesbury,  son  of  Thomas  Hart  of 
Stratford,  ob.  1793  -  -  —  —  —  —  -  — 

Hart,  Thomas,  brother  of  John,  ob.  1800  —  —  —  _  - 

Hart,  Mary,  nee  Kite,  ob.  1793  —  —  —  —  -  — 

Hart,  John,  mar.  Mary  Richardson,  she  died  1835.  He  died  1800 

buried  Tewkesbury  Abbey  graveyard,  the  sixth  decendant 
from  the  Poet  Shakespeare  ______ 

Hart,  William  Shakespeare,  whose  parents  were  John  and  Mary 
Hart  -  —  —  —  —  _  - 

Hart,  Mary  Ann,  ob.  1835,  daughter  of  William  Shakespeare-Hart- 
Hart,  Thomas  Shakespeare,  the  last  lineal  male  descendant  of 
William  Hart,  who  mar.  Joan  Shakespeare,  sister  of  the 
dramatist,  ob.  1850  -------- 

Hart,  Martha,  dau  of  William  Shakespeare  Hart,  mar.  George 
Grubb  of  Tewkesbury,  ob.  Nov.  12th,  1881,  aged  75  years, 
eighth  in  descent  from  Joan,  sister  of  the  poet  Shakespeare  - 
Harvard,  William  and  Thomas,  brothers-in-law  of  Alice  Watson- 
Harvard,  Robert,  mar.  Katherine  Rogers,  1605,  in  Stratford-on-Avon 

Church  -  -  -  —  —  "  ~  -  -  -180 

Harvard,  John,  son  of  Robert  and  Katherine,  baptised  29th  Nov., 

1607,  in  St.  Mary  Overy’s  Church,  London.  Famous  as 
founder  of  Harvard  University  -  —  —  -  -  -  -180 
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Hathaway,  Ann  of  Shottery,  Stratford-on-Avon,  the  love  of 
Shakespeare’s  youth,  whom  he  married  Dec.,  1582.  She 
died  1623,  leaving  one  daughter,  Susannah.  Affidavit  of 
marriage  filed  in  Ecclesiastical  Record  Office,  Worcester 

163,  164,  165 

Hathway,  in  Parish  Register,  Bodenham  -  -  —  —  —  137 

Hawarden,  Thomas,  to  whom  Preb.  Henry  Rainsford,  priest,  leaves 

his  house.  Will  dated  1505  ______  121 

Haydon,  Thomas,  Fryer,  mentioned  in  Will  of  Preb.  Henry 

Rainsford,  1505  ________  121 

Helie,  son  of  Roger  Fitz-Reinfred  ------  20 

Henrican,  Rainsford,  grandson  of  Sir  Mark  Rainsford.  Will  1709-  226 

Henncken  (Mrs.)  also  in  same  Will,  1709  -  _  —  _  226 

Henry,  I,  King  -  —  —  20 

Henry,  II,  King,  Head  of  Plantagenet  dynasty,  1154  20,  23,  27,  54 

Henry  IV,  King  ---------43 

Henry  V,  King  _________  43 

Henry  VI,  King  -  —  —  _  —  _  46,  49 

Henry  VII,  King  --------  54,  145 

Henry  VIII,  King  -------  -  -31,  67 

Herbert  Magdalen,  the  poet  George  Herberts’  mother,  who  in  1625 

mar.  2ndly  Sir  John  Danvers  -  —  -  -  —  75 

Herbert,  George,  poet  and  Divine  -  —  -  —  -  —  75 

Herbert,  Lord  Edward,  of  Castle  Island  —  -  —  -  -  76 

Herbert,  William,  made  K.G.  1548,  raised  to  the  Peerage  1548  as 

Lord  Pembroke  —  —  -  —  —  —  —  —  119 

Heywood,  John,  grandfather  of  Dr.  Donne,  Dean  of  St.  Paul’s  -  73 

Hicks,  Sir,  Baptist  of  Campden,  Glos.  -----  143 

Holand,  Sir  Thomas  de,  Earl  of  Kent,  1354  —  —  —  -  27 

Holand,  Sir  Otto  de,  brother  of  Sir  Thomas  -  —  —  —  27 

Holand,  John  de,  overseer  to  John  de  Raynesforde’s  Will,  1361  -  28 

Hooker,  Clergyman  of  Church  of  England,  who  in  1660  sailed 

with  John  Winthrop  _______  259 

Hore,  Edmund,  Co.  Wexford  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  219 

Huddeston,  or  Haddiston,  William  de,  of  Warwick  and  Guy’s  Cliff-  32 
Hungerford,  Sir  John,  ob.  1624,  lord  of  Manor  of  Great  Rollright  —  187 

Hungerford,  Anthony,  son  of  Sir  John  _____  187 

Hungerford,  Edmund,  son  of  Anthony,  also  lord  of  Manor  of  Great 
Bollright.  Sold  to  Sheppard  in  1583.  The  Hungerfords  were 
also  lords  of  the  Chief  Manor  of  Suckley,  Worcs.—  —  —  187 

Hungerford,  Sir  Thomas,  son  of  Robert  Lord  Hungerford-  144, 145 
Hungerford,  Sir  John,  Will  1524  _  —  —  ___  166 

Hungerford,  Sir  Walter,  son  of  Lord  Walter  Hungerford,  by 

Susan  Danvers,  1556  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  90 

Hunte,  Sir  William,  Abbot  of  Colchester  (where  Sir  Lawrence 

Rainsford  also  is  buried)  1490  —  —  —  —  —  —  56 

Hutchinson,  Frances,  dau.  of  Michael  Rainsford,  mentioned  in 

Will  1756  -  --  --  --  --  238 

Hutchinson,  son  of  Frances  —_  —  —  —  —  _  238 

Huxley,  William,  mentioned  in  Preb.  Henry  Rainsford’s  Will, 

Chester,  1505  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  121 
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Iden,  Alexander,  1st  husband  of  Hon.  Elizabeth  Fiennes,  dau.  of 
James,  1st  Lord  Saye  and  Sele.  He  was  Sheriff  of  Kent  and 
captured  Jack  Cade  -------  -  131 
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Iden,  family  of,  attached  to  the  Sydneys.  See  Sydney  Chapel,  Pens- 

hurst,  Kent  -  --  --  --  --  131 

Iden,  Paul,  the  direct  ancestor  of  the  Poet  Shelley  —  —  —  131 

Ireland,  John,  of  Great-Bowden,  Co.  Leicester-  -  -  -  70 

Ingoldsthorpe,  Sir  Edmund,  ob.  1456,  his  dau.  mar.  Sir  John 
Neville  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Ingram,  William,  Earls  Court,  Worcs.  —  —  —  —  —  177 

Isham,  Sir  Justinian,  4th  Bart,  of  Lamport,  mar.  Elizabeth,  dau.  of 

Sir  Edmund  Tumor  of  Stoke  Rochford,  Lines.  —  —  211,218 

Isham,  Hester,  6th  dau.  of  Sir  Justinian,  mar.  Francis  Raynsford, 

born  1695,  ob.  1727  ;  she  died  1763,  aged  68—  —  —  211,218 

Isham,  The  Rev.  Henry,  descendant  of  above,  who  helped  to  compile 
a  chart  of  the  lines  from  John  Raynsford  of  Staverton  and 
Coventry  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  218 


J. 

James  I,  King  of  England  256 

James  II,  King  of  England,  to  whom  when  Duke  of  York,  Colonel 
Henry  Rainsford  (lord  of  Clifford)  was  in  his  young  days, 
Yeoman  Porter  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  115 

John,  King  of  England  -------  -22,  23 

Johnson,  Ben  —  —  —  —  —  —  106,  142,  153,  159 

Jackson,  Sir  Barry  —  _______  _  285 

Joicelius  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  24 


K. 

Kent,  Edward  Duke  of,  his  godson  was  Brigadier  James  Rainsford, 

born  1788,  ob.  1842-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  211 

Kettell,  Variant,  of  name  Rainsford  ------  29 

Ivettell,  Kettell  Taillbois,  temp.  Edward  the  Confessor  (1042-1066) 

held  lands  in  Essex  -  —  —  —  —  —  30 

Kenyon,  James  Park  Muller,  Captain  2nd  Regiment  of  Life 

Guards,  mar.  1817,  Julia  Anne  Rainsford  —  —  —  —  249 

Kerrisons  of  Norfolk.  From  the  Baynards,  also  of  Blagdon, 
Somerset,  from  whom  also  de  Beaumonts,  alias  de  Newburghs 
(The  Norman  People)  —  —  —  —  —  —  -  32 

Kingscote,  Charlotte  (descended  from  Nigel  Fitz-Arthur,  who 
mar.  a  kinswoman  of  William  I)  in  1742  Charlotte  mar.  Richard 
Raynsford  212 

Kite,  Francis,  of  Ebrington,  1687  -  -  -  -  -  -173 

Kite,  Alice  dau.  of  Francis,  she  mar.  Richard  Dighton  who  had 

succeeded  the  Rainsfords  at  Clifford  —  —  —  —  —  173 

Kites,  family  of  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  271 

Knevitt,  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Edward  Knevitt  of  Castlelynes  Manor, 


Groton,  Suffolk,  mar.  Sir  John  Rainsford,  Bradfield  Hall,  Essex, 
ob.  1559  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  125 

Knight,  family  of,  temp.  Shakespeare,  Rowington,  Henley-in- Arden 

N.W.  of  Warwick  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  188 

William  Hall  bequeaths  “  to  his  sonne  John  Hall  ”  To  his 
sister  Knight,  etc.  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  188 

Kirton,  Mary,  dau.  of  Thomas  Kirton  of  Thorpe  Maudaville, 
Northants,  2nd  wife  of  Robert  Raynsford  of  Staverton,  whose 
son  was  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  England  1676-9  -  195 

Kyte,  Sir  William,  Bart,  of  Ebrington,  Glos.,  the  College,  Stratford- 
on-Avon  came  to  him.  He  sold  it  in  1740  -  -  -  - 
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L. 

Lancaster,  William  de,  1st  Baron,  son  of  Gilbert  Fitz-Reinfrid  —  19 

Lancaster,  ii  William,  ob.  1219  _____  -20,  21 

Lancaster,  Roger  de,  son  of  Gilbert  —  —  —  —  —  —  20 

Lancaster,  Gilbert  de,  third  Baron  of  Kendal  -  —  —  —  22 

Lancaster,  iii,  William  de  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  20 

Lancaster,  Waren  de,  Henry  II  conferred  Preston  estates  —  —  20 

Lancaster,  Henry  Fitz-Warren,  on  whom  King  John  conferred 
rents  at  Preston,  1199  —  —  —  —  — 

Langfield,  John  de,  Will  1361,  John  de  Rayneforde  —  —  —  27 

Langston,  Harry,  overseer  to  Will  of  Edmund  Raynsford,  dated 

Dec.  2nd,  1558  ________  120 

Lanherne,  Sir  J.  Lanherne,  Cornwall,  whose  daughter  Alice  mar. 

Sir  Reinfric  Arundel  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  64 

Lane,  Richard,  witnessed  Jan.  26th,  1598,  deed  of  sale  of  property 
by  John  Shakespeare,  father  of  William  Shakespeare,  to  George 
Badger  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  181 

Lathoms,  Lathoms  of  Lathom,  merged  into  Stanleys,  Earls  of  Derby  24 
Latimer,  Sir  William,  whose  daughter  Christian,  mar  Sir  Robert  de 

Bois  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  29 

Leader,  B.  W.,  R.A.  _  _  ______  285 

Lee,  Mr.  Crumwell,  Justice  of  Peace  Oxon.  —  —  _  —  157 

Lee,  Sir  Henry,  Master  of  the  game  at  Woodstock  —  —  —  157 

Lee,  Dorothy,  dau.  of  Robert  Lee  and  niece  of  Sir  Henry  Lee,  K.G. 

wife  of  Ed.  Rainsford,  lord  of  Great  Tew,  ob.  1624  —  - 

Lee,  Richard.  In  1574,  made  Visitations  in  Oxfordshire,  found  in 
Great  Tew  Church  and  Manor  House,  many  memorials  of  the 
Rainsfords  and  Wylcotts  —  —  —  —  —  —  88,  89 

Leicester,  Robert,  Earl  of,  to  whom  Queen  Elizabeth  granted  Manor 

of  Bodenham,  Herefordshire,  1581  —  —  —  122,  137,  157 

Leigh,  family  of,  Stoneleigh  Abbey  -  -  —  —  —  —  148 

Letitia,  dau.  of  Helie  Fitz-Renfred  —  —  —  —  —  20 

Lewknor,  Sir  John,  of  West  Grinstead,  killed  at  Tewkesbury,  147 1-  49 

Leveson,  Sir  John,  in  1604,  with  Myles  Rainsford,  by  Warrant  of 

Council,  to  demand  rents  due  to  Lord  Cobham  -  —  -  134 

Ley,  Wilfred  Rooke,  writing  to  “  Daily  Telegraph  ”  —  -  -  213 

Lightwode,  William,  servant  to  Preb.  Henry  Rayneforde  —  -  121 

Lincoln,  William,  Lord  Bishop  of,  overseer  to  same,  Will  dated 

1505  __________  122 

Lisle,  Lady,  circa  1528,  wife  of  Arthur  Plantagenet,  natural  son  of 

Edward  IV.  Thomas  Rainsford  was  in  her  service  —  126,  127 

Littleton,  Thomas,  mentioned  in  Will  of  Sir  George  Rainsford, 

ob.  1680  ________  209- 

Littleton,  Lady,  Ayliffe,  1679.  Books  Willed  to  her  husband, 

George  Raynsford  -  —  —  —  —  -  —  —  203 

Longchamp,  Chancellor  of  England,  circa  1198—  -  -  -  35 

Longueville,  Matilda  de,  mar.  Hamlin  Plantagenet,  mar.  Osbert, 

lord  of  Preaux,  ob.  1209  —  -  —  —  -  -  —  21 

Longsword,  vassel  to  King  Charles,  927  -----  35 

Louis  XI,  King  of  France  —  —  -  --  --53 

Louis,  XVI,  King  of  France  -------  238 

Lowther,  Henry  -  -  —  -  -  —  -  -  —  101 

Lowther,  Frances,  mar.  Sir  Henry  Goodere  of  Pooley  Hall, 

Polesworth  -  —  -  —  -  -  —  -  -108 

Lowther,  Sir  Richard  (brother  of  Frances  and  son  of  Henry  Lowther) 

took  part  in  the  Rising  of  the  North,  1570  -  -  -  -  108 
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Lucie,  Elizabeth,  mother  of  Arthur  Plantagenet-  -  -  127 

Lucy,  Sir  Thomas  III,  of  Charlecote  Park,  Stratford-on-Avon,  1639 

136,  137 

Lucy,  Thomas  the  Second.  Willed  his  books,  Aug.  13th,  1600  -  148 

Lucy,  Thomas,  and  Sir  Henry  Rainsford  are  thought  to  be  a 
composite  personality  of  the  poet  Shakespeare’s  “  Justice 
Shallow  —  —  —  —  —  —  155 

Lupus,  Hugh,  Earl  of  Chester,  1086  (for  Lucy  Thorold,  see  p.  20)-  26 

Lutyens,  Sir  Edwin,  “  Country  Life,  Aug.  1928  ”  Manor  of 

Clifford  Chambers  rebuilt-  ------  95 

Lygon,  William,  mar.  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Rainford-Arundell  of 

Batchcott,  Salop,  circa.  1350  ------  66 

Lygon,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Wrengsford  of  Langdon  (Longdon) 

Co.  Worcester,  circa  1350-  ------  68 

Lytton,  the  1st  Lady,  niece  or  great-niece  of  Major  General  John 

Doyle  -  --  --  --  --  -232 

Lyons,  Thomas  (circa  1500?)  of  Lyons  Place,  Swerford,  has  a 
place  in  the  descent  of  Rainsford  of  Great  Tew,  and  the  Lyons 
Arms  are  the  eighth  quartering  of  Rainsford  -  -  -  169 

M. 

Malahide,  Uncle  of  Rollo  1st  Duke  of  Normandy  —  -  -  24 

Maltby  de,  family  of,  cousins  of  the  Earls  of  Chester  -  -  -  20 

Maltby,  Fulk  de,  son  of  Reinfrid  the  founder  and  1st  Prior  of  Whitby 

Abbey,  Yorks  -  -------  20 

Mallory,  Charles,  mar.  Alice  Shakespeare,  the  sister  of  John 
Shakespeare,  buried  at  Clifford  Chambers,  cousins  of  the  poet. 
Mentioned  in  Will  dated  1578,  of  Charles  Rainsford  of  Clifford 
Chambers  Manor  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  185 

Marcham,  Frank,  who  published  in  1931  “  William  Shakespeare 

and  his  family  ”  _______  184,192 

Marsham,  family  of  Norfolk  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  32 

Marsham,  Rev.  the  Hon  John,  whose  dau.  Grace  Margaret, 

married  Lord  Cullen  of  Ashborne,  who  died,  Nov.,  1932  —  216 

Margaret,  Queen  of  Anjou,  circa  1471  —  —  —  —  50,  262 

Marney,  Sir  Henry-  -  --  --  --  -58 

Marrowe,  Edward,  son  and  heir  of  Samuel  Marrowe  of  Berkeswell, 

Co.  Warwick,  mar.  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Hercules  Rainsford,  lord 
of  Clifford  Chambers  Manor,  by  Elizabeth  Parry.  Died  1601 
(See  brass  in  Clifford  Church,  holding  infant)  —  —  106,112 

Marshall,  Rev.  John  of  Bishopton,  Stratford-on-Avon—  —  —  148 


Maud,  the  Empress,  dau.  of  Henry  I,  by  Adeliza,  his  2nd  Queen-23,  68 


Maunsell,  Rev.  Cecil  Henry,  of  Thorpe  Malsor,  Northants,  one  of 
the  living  descendants  of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  1676-9.  ob. 

1680.  (See  Pedigree  of  the  families  of  Osborne  and  Buckby. 
Genealogist,  N.S.,  Vol.  24,  July,  1907)  -  -  -  -  200 

Medlycott,  family  of,  in  line  of  descent  from  Lord  Chief  Justice 

Rainsford,  1676-9.  ob.  1680  _  199 

Mee,  Giles,  a  brewer  of  Dublin,  circa  1670,  whose  dau.  was  the  1st 

wife  of  Sir  Mark  Rainsford  ______  223 

Meschin,  Ranulph  le,  Earl  of  Chester  -  -  -  -  -  21 

Meschins,  Rohaise  de,  niece  of  Ranulph,  Earls  of  Chester.  Mar. 

Roger  Fitz-Reinfred  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  33 

Milner,  Sir  William  Mordaunt—  ______  235 

Mogg,  Mrs.  Rees,  Clifford  Manor  -  -  -  -  -  -117 

Moira,  2nd  Earl  of,  Lord  Rawdon  -----  228,  233 
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Molyneux,  Thomas  de,  one  of  the  overseers  to  John  de  Rayneforde’s 

Will,  1361  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -28 

Molyneux,  Sir  William  More,  of  Loseley  Park,  Guildford,  whose 
daughter,  Ann  Cornwallis  in  1789,  mar.  as  2nd  wife,  General 
Charles  Rainsford,  born  1727,  ob.  1809  —  —  —  —  249 

Monaco,  Prince  Joseph  de,  2nd  husband  of  Frances  Rainsford,  dau 
of  Edward  R.  and  great-grand-dau.  of  Sir  Mark  Rainsford 
of  Dublin  _________  229 

Montgomery,  Hugh  de-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -18 

Montgomery,  Roger,  grandson  of  Hugh,  Companion  of  William  I-  18 
Montgomery,  Arundel  and  Shrewsbury,  Earl  of,  Roger  de  Poicton  68 
Montague,  Lord  Chief  Baron  -------  205 

Montfort,  Hugh  de-  ________  22 

Montfort,  John,  D.D.,  whose  dau.  Mary  mar.  Rev.  Henry  Rains¬ 
ford,  born  1582.  He  impaled  his  wife’s  Arms,  same  as  borne 
by  Simon  de  Montfort  _  —  —  _  159 

Montgeon,  Mile,  de  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  72 

More,  Sir  Thomas,  Lord  Chancellor  and  author  of  “  Utopia,”  ob. 

1535  __________  74 

More,  Sir  George,  father-in-law  of  Dr.  Donne,  born  1573,  Dean 
of  St.  Paul’s  1621-1632,  and  also  brother  of  Sir  Thomas  Egerton, 
the  lord  keeper’s  wife  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Morgan,  Francis,  cousin  of  Catherine,  the  wife  of  the  Lord  Chief 

Justice.  Mentioned  in  her  Will,  1678-  —  -  —  _  205 

Morgan,  John,  of  Comberton,  Worcs.,  a  descendant  of  the  ancient 
Welsh  family  of  Tredegar;  whose  dau.  Joyce,  mar.  as  his  1st 
wife,  Charles  Rainsford,  lord  of  Clifford  Chambers  Manor  in 


Morris,  Matthew,  legatee  in  Will  of  William  Hall,  of  Acton, 
Middlesex  and  great  friend  of  Dr.  John  Hall  and  his  wife 
Susannah  Shakespeare  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  190 

Morris,  Jasper,  was  presented  to  the  living  of  Clifford  Chambers 

by  Henry  Dighton,  pleno  jure,  1661—  —  —  —  —  191 

Morris,  George,  of  Clifford,  mar.  Eliz.  Riland,  1697  —  —  -  191 

Morris,  Joseph,  surety  to  the  Will  of  Robert  Rainsford  of  Chipping 

Campden,  Glos.,  dated  July  15th,  1695  —  —  —  —  191 

Mortimer,  Roger,  1354  —  -27 

Mowbray  -  -  —  —  —  —  —  —  -  -18,  24 

N. 

Nanfan,  John,  of  Birtsmorton  Court,  near  Longdon,  Worcs., 

2nd  husband  of  Joan,  dau.  of  Sir  John  Coleshull,  Kt.  —  -  67 
Napoleon,  Emperor,  of  the  French  -  —  —  —  --  235 

Nash,  family  of,  in  Stratford,  Co.  Warwick  —  —  -  —  178 

Nash,  Thomas,  Witness  to  Will  of  John  Rainsford  of  Suckley, 

Mar.,  1562  -  --  --  --  --  192 

Nash,  Anthony,  of  Welcombe,  party  to  a  lease  with  Richard  Hall  of 

Idlicote,  in  1582.  Buried  at  Stratford-on-Avon,  1622  —  —  187 

Nash,  Thomas,  son  of  Anthony,  mar.  Shakespeare’s  grand-dau.  El¬ 
izabeth  Hall,  in  1626  -  —  -  —  —  178 

Nash  (or  Naish)  Mrs.  Ann,  purchased  Gup’s  Hill  Manor,  Tewkes¬ 
bury,  in  1835  -  —  -  —  —  —  —  —  —  263 

Nelson,  Lord,  Admiral  of  the  Fleet  —  —  —  _  -  214,234 

Nethersole,  Sir  Thomas,  mentioned  in  Will  of  Henry  Turner  of 

Atherstone,  Co.  Warwick  ______  265 

Neville,  family  of—  —  -  -  —  -  —  —  -70 
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Neville,  Richard,  the  King-Maker,  Earl  of  Warwick  -  -  -  268 

Neville,  Sir  John,  grandson  of  Ralph,  1st  Earl  of  Westmorland, 

K.G.,  mar.  dau  of  Sir  Edmund  Ingoldsthorpe,  ob.  1456-  -  33 

Neville,  Lady  Eleanor,  dau.  of  Ralph,  1st  Earl  of  Westmorland, 

K.G.,  by  Joan  Beaufort;  wife  of  Henry  2nd,  Earl  of  Northumb- 
berland,  and  mother  of  Ann  Percy,  the  2nd  wife  of  Sir 
Lawrence  Rainsford,  ob.  1490  -----  -33,  43 

Neville,  Colonel  Richard,  of  Billingbeare  (or  Binfield),  Berks., 
whose  daughter  Ann  married  Richard  Ransford,  son  of  Sir 
Richard  R.  of  Dallington,  Lord  Chief  Justice  1676-9  —  33,  199,  206 

Newburgh,  Sir  William,  son  of  John  Newburgh  of  Lulworth, 

Dorset.  Beheaded  at  Tewkesbury,  1471  —  —  —  —  50 

Newdigate,  family  of,  at  Arbury  Hall-  —  —  —  —  —  148 

Nicolls,  Sir  Edward,  2nd  Bart,  of  Faxton,  Co.  Leicester  —  —  218 

Nicolls,  Jane,  born  1667,  ob.  1736,  9th  dau.  of  Sir  Ed.  Nicolls,  sister 
and  co-heiress  with  her  sister  Lady  Susanne  Danvers,  to  her  bro. 

Sir  Ed.  Nicolls  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  218 

Nicolls,  Jane,  Dame  Lady  Nicolls,  mother  of  Jane,  2nd  wife  of 
John  Raynsford  of  Quorndon,  Co.  Leicester.  Mentioned  in 
his  Will  1711  ---------210 

Nightingale,  Florence  -  --  --  --  -  281 

Normandy,  Dukes  of  —  —  —  —  -  —  —  —  18 

Norris,  George  Rainsford,  a  living  descendant  of  the  Gup’s  Hill 
line,  residing  at  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  U.S.A.  Has 
daughter  Gladys,  but  no  male  heirs  —  —  —  —  —  270 

North,  Sir  Francis,  Lord  Keeper,  created  Baron  Guilford  in  1643, 
mar.  Frances,  youngest  dau  of  Thos  Pope,  4th  and  last  Earl 
of  Downe  -  -  —  -  --  --  78 

North,  Earl  of  Guilford,  son  of  Sir  Francis  North,  by  Frances, 
youngest  dau.  of  Thos.  Pope,  4th  and  last  Earl  of  Downe. 
Ancestors  of  the  present  family—  —  —  —  —  —  78 

Norton,  Thos.,  lawyer  and  poet,  M.P.  for  City  of  London,  born 
1532,  ob.  1584,  mar.  (1)  Margery,  3rd  dau.  of  Archbishop  Cran- 
mer  ;(2)  Alice  Cranmer  dau.  of  Edward  Cranmer,  Archdeacon 
of  Canterbury  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  -133 

Norton,  Luke,  whose  dau.  Martha  mar.  Thos.  Coppin  of  St. 
Anne’s,  Blackfriars,  London  ------ 

Northampton,  Earl  of,  Constable  of  Tower  of  London-  —  -  245 

Novant,  John  de,  father  of  Rosamund,  who  married  Gilbert  de 

Arundell  -  64 


O. 


O’Connor,  Brian,  usher  in  Irish  House  of  Lords,  brother-in-law  of 

wife  of  Joseph  Michael  Rainsford  —  —  —  —  -  238 

O’Connor,  Joseph  Michael,  nephew  of  Joseph  Michael  Rainsford, 

mentioned  in  Will  1809  -  —  —  -  —  —  -  239 

Ormond,  Duke  of,  mentioned  in  Will  of  Sir  Mark  Rainsford,  1709-  2  26 

Osbaldeston,  George,  son  of  John  of  Chadlington,  by  Ann,  dau.  of 

Richard  Hall  of  Swerford,  lived  at  Lyons  Place,  Swerford  —  169 


Osbaldeston,  George  and  Mary,  who  leased  Lyons  Place,  Swerford 

to  their  son,  Richard  -  -  -  -  -  ~  -169 

Osbaldeston,  Jane,  dau.  of  John  of  Chadlington,  by  Anne,  dau.  of 
Richard  Hall,  of  Swerford,  mar.  Sir  William  Rainsford,  lord 
of  Great  Tew  —  —  -  —  —  —  -  _  —  169 

Osbaldeston,  John  of  Chadlington,  mar  Anne,  dau.  of  Richard  Hall 

of  Swerford,  circa  1500  -  -  -  -  -  -  -169 
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Osbaldeston,  Richard,  of  Swerford,  leased  Lyons  Place,  Swerford-  169 
Osborne,  Sir  John,  Remembrancer  of  the  Exchequer,  circa  1580-  187 

Oxford,  Sir  John  de  Vere,  Earl  of,  on  Field  of  Cloth  of  Gold,  1520-  128 

Oxford,  John  Earl  of,  granted  Manor  of  Bradfield  Hall,  Essex  to  Sii 
Lawrence  R.,  overseer  to  Sir  Lawrence  Rainsford’s  Will  dated 
1490  -  --  --  --  --  -  53 

P. 

Paget,  William  Lord,  of  Beaudesert  -----  70,161 

Paget,  family  of  —  -  -  —  —  -  -  -  -161 

Parr,  Sir  Thomas,  of  Greens  Norton,  Northants,  mar.  Maud  Green 

became  the  parents  of  Catherine  and  Maud  Parr  -  -  -  119 

Parr,  Catherine,  dau.  of  Sir  Thos.  Parr,  by  Maud  Green,  6th  wife 

of  Henry  VIII.  Buried  at  Sudeley,  Glos.  -  -  -  119 

Parr,  Maud,  dau.  of  Sir  Thos.  Parr,  by  Maud  Green,  sister  of 

Catherine  Parr  -  —  —  -  -  -  -  -119 

Parry,  Robert,  descended  from  Tudor  Trevor  Lord  of  Hereford, 
founder  of  the  Tribe  of  the  Marches  (see  Royal  House  of  Tudor 
also  Brasses  in  Clifford  Chambers  Church)-  -  -  106 

Parry,  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Robert  Parry,  mar.  Hercules  Rainsford, 

Lord  of  Clifford  Chambers  Manor,  ob.  1583  -  105 

Pembroke,  William,  Earl  of  —  —  —  -  -  -  -  161 

Percy,  family  of  —  —  —  -  --  -  -  -68 

Percy,  Lady  Ann,  dau.  of  Henry,  2nd  Earl  of  Northumberland, 
mar.  (1)  Thomas  Hungerford,  Kt.,  (2)  Sir  Lawrence  Rainsford 
of  Bradfield  Hall,  Essex.  Buried  in  Westminster  Abbey  -  -43,  44 

Perche,  Countess,  wife  of  Turchillus,  Saxon  Lord  of  Warwick  -  22 

Peto,  Elizabeth  and  Margaret,  cousins  of  Dame  Catherine  Rainsford 

of  Dallington,  Northants,  mentioned  in  her  Will,  1698-  -  206 

Pirton,  John,  one  of  the  overseers  to  Sir  John  Rainsford’s  Will,  1521 

of  Bradfield  Hall,  Essex  —  —  —  —  —  -  -60 

Pilgrim  Fathers,  emigrants  in  the  ‘  Mayflower  ’  to  U.S.A.  —  -  257 

Plantagenet,  Geoffrey,  husband  of  Maud,  dau.  of  Henry  I  -  —  19 

Plantagenet,  Hamlin,  natural  son  of  Geoffrey  —  —  -  —  21 

Plantagenet,  Arthur,  Lord  Lisle,  natural  son  of  Ed.  IV,  by  Elizabeth 
Lucie.  He  mar.  (1)  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Edward  Grey  and  widow 
of  Edmund  Dudley;  2ndly,  Honor  Grenville,  widow  of  Sir  John 
Bassett,  ob.  1528  —  —  —  _  —  127 

Plastow,  Ann,  of  Little  Tew,  Oxon.,  legatee  in  Will  1608,  of  the 

widow  of  Hercules  Rainsford,  lord  of  Great  Tew,  Oxon.  -  147 

Poicton,  Roger  de,  Earl  of  Lancaster,  3rd  son  of  Roger  de  Poicton, 

Earl  of  Montgomery-  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  68 

Pole,  Cardinal,  consecrated  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  1556-  -  90 

Pollard,  John  _________  go 

Pontivy,  Hugh,  Count  of,  mar.  Berta,  dau.  of  Guido  Reinfred, 

circa,  1010  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  25 

Ponynges,  Sir  Edward,  Kt.,  Treasurer  of  the  King’s  Household ;  one 
of  the  exors.  to  (1)  Sir  John  Rainsford’s  Will,  1551,  of  Brad¬ 
field  Hall,  Essex  -  —  —  —  —  —  60 

Pope,  Georgia,  bap.  1563,  eldest  dau.  of  John  Pope  by  his  2nd  wife 
Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Sir  John  Brockett.  Mar.  Robert  Raynsford 
of  Staverton,  ob.  1629  ______  77,195 

Pope,  Susannah,  4th  dau.  of  John  Pope  by  his  2nd  wife  Elizabeth, 
dau.  of  Sir  John  Brockett.  Mar.  Daniel  Danvers,  2nd  son  of 
John  Danvers  by  Dorothy  Rainsford,  Nov.  1583 
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Pope,  Sir  Thomas,  of  Co.  Oxon,  temp  Ed.  IV,  father  of  William 

Pope  of  Doddington,  Oxon.  ob.  1528  (15  Henry  VIII)-  -  8 

Pope,  Sir  Thomas,  founder  of  Trinity  College,  Oxford,  born  1508, 
Knighted  1536,  ob.  1558.  Son  of  William  Pope  of  Doddington, 
ob.  1528,  and  grandson  of  Sir  Thos.  Pope,  temp.  Ed.  VI-  -  78 

Pope,  John,  brother  of  Sir  Thos.  Pope,  ob.  1558  and  father  of  Sir 

Will.  Pope  -  --  --  --  --  78 

Pope,  Sir  Wm.,  ob.  1631,  became  1st  Earl  of  Downe  in  Ireland,  1629 
Mar.  Anne,  dau.  of  Sir  Owen  Hopton,  widow  of  Henry  3rd, 

Baron  Wentworth.  Trustee  to  Will  of  Edward  Raynsford, 
lord  of  the  Manor  of  Great  Tew,  Oxon,  till  the  majority  of 
his  3rd  Son  Edward  -------  -78 

Pope,  (2)  Sir  William,  predeceased  his  father  -  -  -  -  78 

Pope,  Sir  Thomas,  son  of  Sir  William  Pope  (2)  born  1608,  ob.  1636, 

became  2nd  Earl  of  Downe  —  —  —  —  —  -  78 

Pope,  Thomas,  brother  of  Sir  William  Pope  (2)  and  Uncle  of  Sir 
Thomas  Pope.  Became  3rd  Earl  of  Downe.  Mar.  Berta,  dau. 
of  Sir  Henry  Poole  --------78 

Pope,  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Thos.  2nd  Earl  of  Downe.  Mar  (I)  Sir 

Francis  Lee  of  Ditchley  -  —  —  —  78 

Pope,  Elizabeth,  sister  of  Thos.,  2nd  Earl  of  Downe.  Mar.  George 

Raleigh  of  Farnborough,  Co.  Warwick  -  -  -  -  78 

Pope,  Ann,  bap.  1617,  ob.  1682,  younget  sister  of  Thos.,  2nd  Earl  of 
Downe.  Mar.  Sir  Samuel  Danvers  of  Culworth,  nr.  Banbury, 

Bart  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  78 

Pope,  Thomas,  4th  and  last  Earl  of  Downe,  son  of  Thomas,  3rd  Earl 
His  dau.  Frances,  mar.  Sir  Francis  North,  Lord  Keeper.  An¬ 
cestors  of  the  present  family  —  —  —  —  -  -  78 

Preaux  de,  family  of  —  —  —  —  —  -  —  -18 

Preaux,  Fulk  de,  mar.  Cicely,  younger  dau.  of  Helie  Fitz-Reinfred; 
grand-dau.  of  Roger  Fitz-Reinfred.  Lord  of  St.  Sauveur, 
Normandy,  circa  1070  -  —  20 

Preaux,  Osbert,  de,  lord  of  Preaux  -  —  -  —  -  -  21 

Preaux,  John  de,  had  grant  of  Manor  of  Great  Tew,  Oxon,  from  his 
Cousin,  Ranulph,  Earl  of  Chester  in  1203.  A  favourite  Minister 
of  Richard  Coeur  de  Lion  and  King  John  -  -  -  -21,26 

Preaux,  Alice  de,  the  de  Preaux  heiress,  mar.  John  Wylcotes,  son 

and  heir  of  Thos.  Wylcotes,  by  Elizabeth  Hall  -  —  —  85 

Preaux,  Drogo  de,  in  1278,  among  the  free  tenants  of  the  Manor  of 

Great  Tew,  Oxon.  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  24 

Preston,  de,  family  of  -  --  --  --  -  24 

Pretious,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  William  Read  of  Hutton  Read,  Co. 

Kildare  -  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  -  243 

Proctor,  Thos  Ostrich,  proved  Will  of  Prebendary  Henry  Rainsford, 

Priest  of  the  Collegiate  Church  of  Chester.  Will  dated  1505  —  70 

Pusey,  John,  of  Thatchem,  Berks.  —  —  —  —  -  -122 

Pury,  Ann,  dau.  and  heiress  of  John  Pury  of  Chamberhouse, 
Thatcham,  Berks.  Mar.  Sir  William  Danvers,  King’s  Justice 
of  the  Common  Pleas  1470-75.  Their  dau.  Alice  mar.  John 

Raynesford,  lord  of  Great  Tew,  Oxon.  —  —  —  —  88 

Pympe,  John,  of  Pympe  Court,  Kent,  mar.  Isabel,  dau.  and  heiress 

of  Richard  Cheney  of  Sheppey,  Essex-  —  -  —  —  125 

Pympe,  Winifred,  dau.  of  John  Pympe,  of  Pympe  Court,  Kent,  by 
Isabel  Cheney.  The  2nd  wife  of  Sir  John  Rainsford  (2)  of 
Bradfield  Hall,  Essex,  who  died  1559  -  —  —  —  —  125 
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Raleigh,  Sir  Walter-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  71 

Rawdon,  Francis,  Lord,  2nd  Earl  of  Moira  -  —  228,  233 

Read,  Edmund,  1459  —  —  -  —  —  —  —  -  31 

Read,  family  of,  in  Ireland  -  —  —  —  —  —  -  240 

Reed,  Francis  and  Robert,  friends  of  Sir  Henry  Rainsford  (2)  of 
Clifford  Chambers  Manor,  circa  1640.  Francis  was  lord  of  the 
Manor  of  Facombe,  South  Hants.  —  —  —  —  —  110 

Remigius,  a  form  of  Reinfred.  Bishop  of  Lincoln  at  time  of  conquest 

Annexed  Abbey  of  Eynsham,  1091,  ob.  1092  -  -  -  28 

Rich,  Sir  Robert,  --------  -  161 

Richard  the  Fearless,  943-966  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  35 

Richard  I,  King  of  Engalnd  ______  -23,26 

Robertson,  Grant,  author  of  “  England  under  the  Hanoverians  ”  —  145 

Robinson,  Captain,  an  eye  witness  of  the  Battle  of  Trafalgar—  —  214 

Roche,  Walter,  Master  of  the  Free  School  Stratford-on-Avon, 
temp.  Shakespeare.  Presented  to  living  of  Clifford  Chambers 
by  Queen  Elizabeth  in  1574  ______  149 

Rodney,  Sir  Edward  _______  —146—7 

Rollo,  the  Dane,  1st  Duke  of  Normandy,  circa  870-920,  ancestor 

of  William  the  Conqueror  _____  -18,35 

Ryland,  Charles,  cousin  of  Joseph  Michael  Rainsford  of  Ballinastrow 

Ireland.  Mentioned  in  his  Will,  1809  —  —  _  —  239 

Ryland,  William.  Mentioned  in  Will  and  one  of  the  exors  —  —  239 

Russell,  John,  of  Strensham  Court,  Worcs.  Married  Marie,  dau  of 
George  Willoughby,  Esq.,  of  Netherton,  near.  Elmley  Castle, 
Worcs.,  who  died  1550.  Paul  Rainsford  of  Elmley  Castle 
married  her  sister  Frances  -  -  -  —  —  —  122 

Russell,  Sir  John,  kinsman  of  John  Russell  of  Strensham  Court,  had 
a  grant  of  Clifford  Chambers  Manor  in  1537  j 8,  together  with 
Jerome  Coke,  son-in-law  of  William  Rainsford  of  Clifford 
Chambers,  ob.  1540.  for  99  years.  He  later  became  1st  Earl 
of  Bedford.  Mar.  Ann  Sapcote  of  the  Sapcotes,  Co.  Leicester, 
ob.  1558 1 9  -  --  --  --  --  122 

Russell,  Francis,  2nd  Earl  of  Bedford,  overseer  to  the  Will  of  2nd 

Sir  John  Rainsford  of  Bradfield  Hall,  Essex,  ob.  1559—  -  125 

Russell,  Lord  Edward,  brother  of  Ann,  3rd  wife  of  Warwick;  grand¬ 
son  of  John  Russell,  1st  Earl  of  Bedford,  who  married  Ann 
Sapcote  ---------  -  137 

Russell,  Sir  Thomas  ________  103 

Russell,  Francis,  3rd  Earl  of  Bedford,  whose  dau.  Catherine  married 
Sir  Robert  Greville,  2nd  Lord  Brooke,  born  1609.  Slain  at 
Siege  of  Lichfield,  1643  -  —  —  —  —  —  -  130 

Russell,  Catherine,  eldest  daughter  of  Francis,  3rd  Earl  of  Bedford 
and  sister  of  Francis,  the  4th  Earl.  She  married  Sir  Robert 
Greville,  only  son  of  Fulke,  by  Mary  Copley  of  Wadworth, 

Yorks  -  —  —  —  _  —  -  130 

Russell,  Francis,  4th  Earl  of  Bedford.  Son  of  3rd  Earl,  mar.  in 
1608  Catherine,  dau.  of  Gyles  Brydges  of  Sudeley  Castle, 

Glos.,  grandson  of  Sir  John  Brydges,  1st  Lord  Chandos  - 
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RAINSFORD  : 

The  variants  of  the  name  under  letter  R  are  grouped  as  in  the 
hook.  For  variants  of  the  name  under  A  and  W  see  these  Index  letters. 

PAGE 

Rainay,  Earl  of  Hereford,  signs  in  1023  -----  17 

Raines,  family  of-  -  --  --  -  --24 

Rainfred,  Guida,  founder  of  Castle  of  Albemarle  -  -  -  25 

Rainfred,  or  Reinfreds,  family  of  -  -  -  -  -17,18,27 

Rainfred,  cousin  of  Queen  Maud,  and  also  of  Geoffrey  Plantagenet-  68 
Raynes,  family  of,  succeeded  to  Kettlestone,  Norfolk  -  -  30 

Fitz-Reinfred,  Roger,  lord  of  S.  Sauveur,  Normandy,  (alias  Albini) 

about  1070  -  --  --  --  --  20 

Fitz-Reinfred,  Roger,  a  descendant,  Governor  of  the  Tower  of 
London,  about  1182,  and  of  Dover  Castle,  1199-1216.  Witness 
to  Will  of  Henry  II—  —  -  -  —  -  —  -34 

Rainfred,  a  monk  in  Evesham  Abbey,  1086,  and  1st  Prior  of  Whitby 

Abbey,  Yorks  -  —  -  —  —  —  —  -  -26 

Renard,  Roger  Fitz,  held  thirteen  manors  in  Norfolk,  1086-  -  32 

Rainelm,  Bishop  of  Hereford,  and  Chancellor  to  the  Queen  in  1101 

(Haydn)  -  --  --  --  --  31 

Rainford,  Sir  Geoffrey  de,  in  1150  inscribed  in  Roll  of  Knights  of 

William,  Earl  of  Gloucester  -  —  —  —  --  26 

Rainay,  Richard  de,  Knight  in  the  3rd  Crusaders  with  Richard 

Coeur  de  Lion,  1190  (4  Rich.  I)  —  —  —  —  -  33 

Rainfred,  Gilbert  Fitz,  on  whom  King  John  (1199-1216)  conferred 

the  Barony  of  Lancaster.  Steward  to  Henry  II  and  Richard  I  -23,  27 
Raynesford,  or  Rainsford,  family  of—  —  —  —  —  —  18 

Rainforth  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  -18 

Rainay,  Rodney,  or  Reyney,  families  of  —  —  —  -  24,  34,  69 

Renfred,  family  of,  descended  from  Renfred,  or  Ainfred  the  Dane, 
near  kinsman  to  Rollo,  1st  Duke  of  Normandy,  870-920-  - 

Rainer,  or  Rainfred,  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  circa  1200  -  -  -  25 

Reinfred,  de  Bruere,  or  Reinfred  Fitz  Roger,  circa  1207  —  -  27 

Reinfred,  William  Fitz,  brother  of  Fitz  Roger,  Bishop  of  Exeter, 

ob.  1244-  -  --  --  --  --  27 

Reinfrey,  Ralph  de,  Breure,  or  Fitz  Roger,  Fitz  Reinfred,  younger 

brother  of  William  Fitz  Reinfred  -----  27 

Rayne,  Roger  de,  held  Bradfield  Manor,  Essex  at  the  Survey,  later 

the  family  were  tenants  of  St.  Batholemews,  London  —  -  31 

Rodney,  Sir  Richard,  Constable  of  Bristol  Castle,  1322  -  -  34 

Raynesford,  Richard,  Sheriff  of  Chester  in  1456  and  Mayor  of 

Chester  in  1465  —  —  —  —  —  —  -  —  121 

Raynesford,  Henry,  a  relative  of  Rich,  of  Chester  (probably  son). 
Presented  to  a  Prebend  in  the  Collegiate  Church  of  the  Holy 
Cross,  Chester  in  1496  _______  121 

Raynesforde,  Sir  Hugh  ‘  Preste,’  a  beneficiary  in  the  Will  of  Henry 
Rainsford,  Priest  of  the  Collegiate  Church,  Chester.  Will 
dated  1505  —  _  —  _  —  —  —  —  —  121 

Rayneforde,  William,  cousin  of  Prebendary  Henry  R.,  Priest,  men¬ 
tioned  in  Will,  dated  1505—  —  —  —  —  —  -121 

Raynesforde,  John  de,  lord  of  the  Manor  of  Rainford  Hall,  Co. 
Lancs.  Will  dated  1361.  Attorney  in  England.  Pope  Rolls,  Ed. 

Ill,  1354  -  -  -  -  -  -  _  _  -27 

Rayneforde,  John  de,  the  younger,  mentioned  in  his  father’s  Will 
dated  1361;  lord  of  the  manor  of  Rainford  Hall,  Co.  Lancs., 
for  which  a  licence  was  granted  in  1391  -  —  —  —  28 
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Rayneforde,  Henry  (1)  son  of  John  de  Rayneforde  (2)  lord  of  Rain- 

ford,  Lancs.,  circa  1430  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  38 

Rayneforde,  or  Rainsford,  Henry  (2)  son  of  Henry  Rayneforde  of 
Rainford,  1430,  lord  of  the  Manor  of  Rainsford  Hall,  Lancs  ; 
and  in  1443  lord  of  Great  Tew  Manor,  Oxon.  He  mar.  Elizabeth 
dau.  and  co-heiress  of  John  Wylcotes,  by  Elizabeth  Cheney  -  38 

Raynsford,  William  (1)  lord  of  Alpheton  Manor,  Suffolk,  under 
John  of  Gaunt,  circa  1380,  contemporary  with,  and  thought 
to  be  brother  of  John  de  Rayneforde  (2)  of  Rainford  Hall, 
Lancs.,  circa  1391  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  41 

Raynsford,  William  (2)  lord  of  Alpheton  Manor,  Suffolk.  Held  Col¬ 
chester  Castle  (12  Henry  VI).  Mar.  Eleanor,  ob.  1428,  dau.  of 
Edward  Broxbourne  of  Essex.  Held  grants  of  land  in  Norfolk 
in  1415,  ob.  1434  -  --  --  --  -  42 

Rayneforde,  or  Reyneforde,  John  de,  held  Alpheton  Manor,  Suffolk 
and  Bradfield  Hall,  Essex,  of  Humphrey,  Duke  of  Gloucester. 

He  was  Constable  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  and  in  1426  was  Const¬ 
able  of  Dover  Castle—  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  31 

Rainsford,  Sir  Lawrence,  lord  of  Alpheton,  Suffolk,  and  Bradfield 
Hall,  Essex.  Born  1415,  ob.  1490.  Son  of  William  R.  (2)  of 
Alpheton  Manor.  Kt.  Ambassador  for  Ed.  IV  (See  Mil.  Rolls), 
mar.  (1)  Eliz.  Fynes  or  Fiennes  (2)  Ann  Percy  —  —  .42,  43,  44 

Rainsford,  Sir  John,  thought  to  be  a  brother  of  Sir  Lawrence  R.  of 
Alpheton  and  Bradfield,  ob.  1490;  and  uncle  of  Sir  John  R.  (1) 
of  Bradfield  Hall,  Essex,  ob.  1521.  He  had  a  grant  of  Hever 
Castle,  Kent,  in  1463  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  31 

Rainsford,  Elizabeth,  dau,  of  Sir  Lawrence  R.,  mentioned  in  his 

Will,  1490  -  --  --  --  --  57 

Rainsford,  Sir  John  (1)  lord  of  the  Manor  of  Bradfield  Hall,  Essex, 
born  1460,  ob.  1521,  son  of  Sir  Lawrence  R.,  by  Hon.  Eliz. 

Fynes  (1st  wife).  He  mar.  (1)  Ann  Starkie  (2)  Margaret  Flam 
(or  Ham)  -  --  --  --  --  58 

Rainsford,  Sir  John  (2)  of  Bradfield  Hall,  Essex,  ob.  1559  s.p.  Son 
and  heir  of  Sir  John  R.  of  Bradfield  Hall  by  Ann,  dau.  of  Sir 
Humphrey  Starkie.  He  mar.  (1)  Eliz.  Knevitt  (2)  Winifred 
Pympe  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  61 

Rainsford,  Henry,  2nd  son  of  Sir  Lawrence  R.  Mentioned  in  father’s 

Will,  1490.  Bore  Arms  under  Ed.  IV.  (See  Mil.  Roll)  —  57 

Rainsford,  Edward,  3rd  son  of  Sir  Lawrence  R.  Held  land  in 
Norfolk  and  thought  to  be  the  Ancestor  of  Rainsfords  of  Boston, 
U.S.A.,  founded  by  Edward  R.,  known  as  Edward  the  Elder  —  44 

Ranforth,  John,  of  Deeping  Gate,  son  of  Robert  Rainford  (14th 

Nov.  1547)  (see  Maxey  Registers,  Book  III,  p.  45)  —  —  259 

Raynesford,  Rev.  Edward,  of  Clare,  Suffolk,  and  buried  in  Ely 
Cathedral,  thought  to  be  grandfather  of  Edward  the  Elder, 
and  very  probably  son  of  Edward  of  Hunsdon,  near  Clare  —  278 

Rainsford,  Edward,  a  Puritan  settler  of  Boston,  U.S.A.,  known  in 
1630  as  Edward  the  Elder,  descended  from  Edward,  a  younger 
son  of  Sir  Lawrence  R.  by  his  1st  wife  -  —  —  138,  259 

Rainsford,  Julian,  elder  dau.  of  Sir  John  R.  (1)  of  Bradfield  Hall, 

Essex,  born  1460,  ob.  1521,  by  Anne  Starkie  (1st  wife).  She  mar. 

Sir  Will.  Walgrave,  ob.  1554  —  —  —  —  —  —  58 

Rainsford,  Audrey,  younger  dau.  of  Sir  John  R.  (1)  of  Bradfield  Hall 
Essex,  born  1460,  ob.  1521,  by  Margaret  Ham  (2nd)  wife.  She 
mar.  Sir  Thomas  Darcy  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  58 

Rainsford,  Thomas,  servant  to  Sir  John  R.  (2)  of  Bradfield  Hall, 

Essex.  Mentioned  in  his  Will  dated  1559—  *=■-»  — 
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Rainsford,  Myles,  of  the  Essex  line,  was  in  1601  M.P.  for  Callington, 
Cornwall,  and  in  Oct.,  1603,  is  mentioned  as  Valet  of  the  Privy 
Chamber  in  a  grant  of  the  keeping  of  Cobham  Hall,  Kent.  He 
married  Eliz.,  dau.  of  Thos.  Norton,  lawyer  and  poet,  M.P. 
for  City  of  London,  b.  1532,  ob.  1584,  by  Alice  Cranmer, 
dau.  of  Edward  Cranmer,  Archdeacon  of  Canterbury  -  -  133 

Rainsford,  Robert,  D.D.,  of  Wadham  College,  Oxon.  Rector  of 
Henley-on-Thames  at  time  of  death;  son  of  Myles  R.,  M.P. 
for  Callington,  by  Eliz.  Norton.  Will  dated  1649,  in  which  he 
mentions  his  sons  Richard  and  Myles—  —  —  —  —  134 

Rainsford,  Sir  Garrett,  brother  of  Robert  R.,  D.D.,  and  son  of 

Myles,  M.P.  Admitted  at  Grey’s  Inn,  Feb.  1620-  —  —  134 

Rainsford,  Myles,  son  of  Sir  Garratt  R.  So  named  after  his  grand¬ 
father  Mvles,  R.,  M.P.,  like  his  cousin  Myles,  the  son  of 
Robert,  R.,  D.D.  -  -  -  -  -  '  -  -  -134 

Rainsford,  Robert,  son  of  Robert  R.,  D.D.,  Rector  of  Henley-on- 
Thames;  he  was  one  of  the  thirteen  grantees  of  land  in  New 
England,  1631  (Vol.  37,  New  England,  Hist.  Gen.  Reg.) 
Married  Mary,  dau.  of  William  Stanborough,  Canons  Ashby 
Northants.,  Feb.  1635,  and  settled  in  Long  Island,  U.S.A.  —  135 


TEW  LINE. 

Rainsford,  William  (Willmus  Reyneforde  on  brass  plate  in  church 
of  Great  Tew,  Oxon.)  Son  and  heir  of  Henry  R.,  lord  of  Great 
Tew,  by  Elizabeth  Cheney  (2nd  wife).  From  his  two  sons 
John  and  William  descend  the  two  main  lines  of  Rainsfords, 
that  of  Great  Tew,  Oxon,  and  of  Clifford  Chambers,  Glos. 

Mar.  Agnes  Anne,  and  was  Sheriff  of  Berks  and  Oxon,  1464. 
ob.  1487  ________  _86,  87 

Raynesford,  John,  ob.  1551,  eldest  son  and  heir  of  William  R.,  lord 
of  the  Manor  of  Gt.  Tew  by  Agnes  Anne.  Mar.  Alice  in  1530, 
second  dau.  of  Sir  Will.  Danvers  of  Newbury,  Berks.,  King’s 
Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas  in  1487—  —  —  —  —87,  88 

Rainsford,  William,  second  son  of  William  R.,  lord  of  the  Manor 
of  Great  Tew,  Oxon.,  by  Agnes  Anne.  Leased  Clifford  Cham¬ 
bers  Manor  and  was  the  head  of  that  branch.  —  —  —87,  88 

Rainsford,  Mary  or  Maria,  dau.  of  John  Rainsford,  lord  of  Great 
Tew,  by  Alice  Danvers.  Mar.  Francis  Greville  of  Arle  Court, 
Charlton  Kings,  Glos.  —  —  —  —  —  —  -89 

Rainsford,  Anna,  another  dau.  of  John  R.,  lord  of  Great  Tew,  by 

Alice  Danvers.  Mar.  Thomas  Langston  of  Thatcham,  Berks.-  89 
Rainsford,  Sir  William,  4th  in  descent  as  lord  of  the  Manor  of 
Great  Tew,  son  and  heir  of  John  R.,  by  Alice  Danvers.  He  was 
Gentleman  Usher  and  Groom  of  the  Chamber  to  Henry  VIII, 
from  whom  he  had  a  grant  of  Wroxton  Abbey,  Oxon.  High 
Sheriff  of  Oxon.  in  1 555.  Mar.  Jane,  dau.  of  Joyn  Osbaldeston. 

Will  dated  1557  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  89 

Rainsford,  Dorothy,  dau.  of  Sir  Wm.  R.,  lord  of  the  Manor  of  Great 
Tew  (living  in  1590).  Mar.  her  cousin  John  Danvers  of  Cul- 
worth,  near  Banbury,  Oxon.  ------  89 

Rainsford,  Hercules,  5th  in  descent  as  lord  of  the  Manor  of  Great 
Tew,  Oxon.,  and  J.P.,  only  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Wm.  R.  by  Jane 
Osbaldeston.  Living  in  1590.  He  mar.  Dorothy  Andrews  of 
Mitchell  Tew,  Oxon.,  and  succeeded  to  Great  Tew  almost  con¬ 
currently  with  his  cousin  Hercules  R.,  succeeding  to  Clifford 
Chambers  estate,  Glos.  —  -  —  -  -  —  -  91 
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Rainsford,  Dorothy,  nee  Andrews  of  Mitchell  Tew,  Oxon.,  wife 
of  Hercules  R.,  5th  of  the  name,  lord  of  the  Manor  of  Great 
Tew.  Will  dated  1608  -------  147 

Rainsford,  Mrs.  Anne,  dau-in-law  of  Hercules  R.  and  Dorothy, 

nee  Andrews.  Legatee  in  Dorothy’s  Will  dated  Oct.,  1608  38,147 

Rainsford,  Thomas,  of  Little  Compton,  Glos.,  grandson  of  John  R., 
lord  of  Great  Tew  Manor  and  Alice,  dau.  of  Sir  Wm.  Danvers. 

He  mar.  Barbara,  3rd  dau.  of  Dr.  Bentley,  physician  to  Henry 
VIII,  and  2nd  President  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians. 

They  lived  at  New  Place,  Stratford-on-Avon,  prior  to  Shakes¬ 
peare  -  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  144 

Rainsford,  Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  R.  of  Little  Compton,  Glos., 
by  Barbara  Bentley.  Entered  at  Lincoln’s  Inn.  Mar.  20  1568)9 
and  described  as  of  Oxford  —  —  —  —  —  —  144 

Rainsford,  Edward,  son  and  heir  of  Hercules  lord  of  Great  Tew,  and 
J.P.  by  Dorothy  (Andrews).  Legatee  and  sole  exor.  to  his 
Mother’s  Will,  dated  Oct.,  1608.  Sixth  and  last  of  the  name 
to  inherit  Great  Tew  Manor,  which  he  sold  in  1610.  Will  dated 
1624.  He  mar.  Dorothy,  dau.  of  Robert  Lee  and  niece  of 
Sir  Henry  Lee,  K.G.,  who  entertained  Queen  Elizabeth  -  38,  147 

Rainsford,  Henry  Lee,  eldest  son  of  Edward  R.,  6th  and  last  to 
inherit  Great  Tew,  by  Dorothy  Lee,  from  whom  descends  a 
branch  in  Virginia,  U.S.A.  Mentioned  in  Father’s  Will  1624—  38 

Rainsford,  William,  second  son  of  Edward  R.,  the  6th  and  last  of  the 
name  to  inherit  Great  Tew,  by  Dorothy  Lee,  from  whom  des- 
descends  an  Irish  Branch.  Mentioned  in  Father’s  Will,  1624.  38 

Rainsford,  Edward,  third  son  of  Edward  R.,  the  6th  and  last  to 
inherit  Great  Tew,  by  Dorothy  Lee.  Sole  exor.  to  his  father’s 
Will,  1624,  when  of  age,  till  then  jointly  with  Sir  Will.  Pope  of 
Wroxton  Abbey,  Oxon.  ------  -38,  92 

Rainsford,  John,  of  Thatcham,  Berks,  son  of  John  R.,  lord  of  Great 
Tew,  by  Alice,  dau.  of  Sir  William  Danvers,  ob.  1531.  Gentle¬ 
man  Usher  to  Henry  VIII  —  —  —  —  —  —  128 

Ravnsford,  John,  grandson  of  John  Raynesford,  lord  of  Great  Tew, 
ob.  1551,  by  Alice  Danvers;  he  inherited  property  in  Thatcham, 

Berks,  in  grandmother’s  Will,  1530  —  —  —  —  —  71 

Raynsford,  Alice,  dau.  of  John  Raynesford,  lord  of  Great  Tew,  by 
Alice  Danvers.  Sole  exor.  to  her  Mother’s  Will,  1530.  Maid  of 
Honour  to  Anne  Boleyn  —  —  —  —  —  —  71,127 

Raynsford,  Edward,  a  descendant  of  John  Raynsford,  by  Alice 

Danvers,  ob.  1611  at  Chipping  Norton-  -  -  -  -  71 

Raynesford,  Thomas,  brother  of  Edward,  whose  estate  he  adminis¬ 
tered.  Captain  R.N.  in  1580.  Will  proved  1615  —  —  —  71 

Raynesford,  William,  son  of  Captain  Thomas  R.,  of  Chipping 

Norton,  mentioned  in  Father’s  Will,  1615  —  —  —  —  72 

Raynesford,  Jane,  wife  of  Captain  Thomas  Raynsford  of  Chipping 

Norton.  Sole  extrix.  to  his  Will  1615—  —  —  —  —  72 

Rainsford,  Humphrey,  Will  dated  1487,  appointed  in  1485  to  the 
office  of  Scavage  for  life  within  the  City  of  London  and 
suburbs  and  franchise  of  the  same.  Thought  to  be  a  son  of 
Humphrey  R.,  younger  brother  of  Henry  R.,  lord  of  Great  Tew, 
ob.  1470  ---------  125 

Rainsford,  Humphrey,  a  descendant  of  Humphrey  R.,  who  was  Sca¬ 
vage  of  London  and  suburbs.  Will  dated  1497 1 8.  He  was  a 
Groom  of  the  Chamber,  temp.  Henry  VIII.  Ed.  VI;  Mary 
and  Elizabeth;  a  cousin  of  Sir  Will.  R.,  4th  in  descent  of  Great 
Tew.  Drowned  1604  (‘Vide  7  1 .  Book  of  Oxford,  p.  6  ’)— 
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Rainsford,  Thomas,  youngest  son  of  John  R.,  lord  of  Great  Tew,  ob. 

1551,  by  Alice,  dau.  of  Sir  Wm.  Danvers.  He  was  in  the  service 
of  Lord  and  Lady  Lisle  and  Sir  Thos.  Elyot  called  him  his 
‘  long  approved  friend  —  —  —  —  —  —71 


CLIFFORD  CHAMBERS  LINE. 

Rainsford,  William,  younger  bro.  of  John,  Lord  of  Great  Tew 
Manor  and  son  of  William  Rainsford,  late  lord  of  Great  Tew, 
he  leased  Clifford  Chambers  Manor  for  61  years.  In  1526, 
mar.  Joan  Aldersford  (or  Alderford),  dau.  of  Walter  Aldersford 
of  Knightwick,  Co.  Worcs.,  her  will  dated  1541  —  87,  88,  95,  97 

Rainsford,  Charles,  elder  son  of  William  R.  by  Joan  Aldersford  of 
Knightwick,  he  purchased  Clifford  Chambers  Manor  in  1562, 
mar.  Joyce,  dau.  of  John  Morgan  of  Comberton,  Worcs., 
from  whom  the  Heref’shire  and  Wor’shire  Rainsfords 
descend  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  97 

Rainsford,  Anthony,  third  son  of  Charles  Rainsford  of  Clifford 
by  Joan  Aldersford  of  Knightwick.  Baptised  at  Clifford,  1548, 
buried  at  Pembridge,  Co.  Hereford,  1622,  from  whom  descend 
the  Rainsfords  of  Bodenham,  Co.  Hereford  —  —  —  137 

Rainsford,  Henry,  born  1582,  research  indicates  as  the  son  of 
Anthony  R.,  third  son  of  Charles  lord  of  Clifford  by  Joan 
Aldersford.  A  Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  B.D., 
mar.  Mary,  dau.  of  John  Mountfort,  D.D.,  and  empales  his 
wife’s  arms,  the  same  as  borne  by  Simon  de  Montfort.  Rector 
of  Stanmore,  Magna  Middlesex  —  —  —  —  —  159 

Rainsford,  Edmund,  M.A.,  of  Balliol  College,  Oxford.  Born  at 
Bodenham,  Co.  Hereford,  1669.  Vicar  of  Winchcombe, 

Glos.,  and  Master  of  School  there,  1714-1726  —  —  -  137 

Rainsford,  John,  of  Suckley,  Worcs.,  Will  dated  May,  1562,  in 
which  he  mentions  his  daughter  Lucie:  also  Thomas  William 
and  Walter  Rainsford — no  relationship  given.  Overseers  Ric. 
Pyeford,  Rowland  Long,  Rd.  Sandys.  Witnesses,  Thos.  Nash 
and  James  Hall  of  Cradley  —  —  —  —  —  —  178 

Rainsford,  William,  Will  dated  1568,  to  which  the  Witnesses 
are  James  Hall,  Cradley,  John  Hall,  Parson  of  Suckley,  and 
Charles  Gravenor  (or  Grosvenor)  —  -  —  —  —  178 

Rainsford,  John  and  Ephraim,  of  Bengeworth,  to  whom  probate 
granted  of  Robert  Rainsford’s  Will  of  Chipping  Campden, 

Glos.,  date  of  which  is  July  15th,  1695—  —  —  —  —  191 

Rainsford,  John,  younger  son  of  William  R.,  by  Joan  (Aldersford) 
of  Knightwick,  and  from  him  the  R.’s  of  Gups  Hill,  Tewkes¬ 
bury,  South  Carolina,  U.S.A.  and  Australia,  descend.  A 
legatee  and  overseer  of  his  mother’s  Will  dated  1541  —  —  97 

/  Rainsford,  Edmund,  of  Broad  Campden.  Will  dated  May,  1617,  and 


I  Rainsford,  John  of  Shurdington,  nr.  Cheltenham,  were  the  sons 
or  grandsons  of  John  of  Clifford  Chambers,  younger  brother 
of  Charles,  lord  of  that  Manor  and  whose  Will  is  dated 
1578  ----------  99 

Rainsford,  Thomas,  eldest  son  of  Charles  R.,  lord  of  Clifford 

Manor.  Will  1578,  by  Joyce  (Morgan)  —  —  —  —  106 
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Rainsford,  Hercules,  second  son  and  heir  of  Charles  R.,  lord  of  Cliff¬ 
ord  Manor,  Will  1578,  by  Joyce  (Morgan).  Bap.  at  Clifford, 

1544.  An  Usher  of  the  Parliament  Chamber  in  early  years  of 
Queen  Elizabeth.  Mar.  Eliz.,  dau.  of  Robert  Parry,  descended 
from  Tudor  Trevor  Lord  of  Hereford.  (See  House  of  Tudor 
and  Brass  in  Clifford  Chambers  Church).  Constable  of  the 
Castles  of  Limerick  and  of  Dublin,  the  latter  in  1579  —  —  106 

Rainsford,  Hercules,  of  Elmley  Castle,  Worcs.,  son  of  Hercules  R., 
lord  of  Clifford  Chambers  Manor.  Buried  at  Elmley  Castle 
1614,  and  figures  on  his  father’s  brass  in  Clifford  Chambers 
Church  -  —  -  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  105 

Rainsford,  Katherine,  wife  of  Hercules  R.,  junr.,  of  Clifford  and 

Elmley  Castle  —  -  —  —  —  —  -  106 

Rainsford,  Sir  Henry  (1)  lord  of  Clifford  Chambers  Manor,  born 
1570,  knighted  1603,  ob.  1631.  Son  of  Hercules  the  elder  of 
Clifford  by  Eliz.  (Parry).  He  mar.  Anne,  dau.  and  co-heiress 
of  Sir  Henry  Goodere  of  Pooley  Hall.  Polesworth,  Co. 
Warwick.  Mon.  Inscrip,  in  Clifford  Church  -  —  106—151 

Rainsford,  Elizabeth,  sister  of  Sir  Henry  of  Clifford  and  dau.  of 
Hercules  R.,  the  elder  of  Clifford,  by  Eliz.  (Parry).  She  mar. 
Edward  Marrowe,  son  and  heir  of  Samuel  Marrowe  of  Berkes- 
well,  Co.  Warwick,  ob.  1601.  Brass  in  Clifford  Chambers 
Church,  holding  infant  —  —  —  —  —  —  106,  112 

Rainsford,  Sir  Henry  (2)  bap.  at  Clifford  1599,  inherited  the  Clifford 
Chambers  estate,  2nd  son  of  Sir  Henry  R.  (1)  of  Clifford  by 
Ann  (Goodere),  knighted  1624.  M.P.  for  Andover,  Hants. 

Mar.  Eleaner,  dau.  and  co-heiress  of  Robert  Boswell  of 
Combe,  South  Hants,  ob.  1640—  —  —  -  —  —  110 

Rainsford,  Captain  Sir  Francis,  of  Clifford  and  S.  Martin-in-the- 
Fields,  brother  of  Sir  Henry  (2)  of  Clifford  and  third  son  of 
Sir  Henry  (1)  of  Clifford  Manor  by  Anne  (Goodere).  Bap.  at 
Clifford,  1601.  Lieut. -Govenor  of  Jersey,  1631,  knighted  1632. 

Mar.  Mary,  dau.  of  Sir  Henry  Ewer  of  the  The  Lea,  Co.  Herts. 

She  died  1655  s.p.  His  Will  is  dated  1635  -  -  110,113,114 

Rainsford,  Colonel  Henry,  eldest  son  of  the  2nd  Sir  Henry  R.  of 
Clifford  Manor,  to  which  he  succeeded  in  1641,  at  the  age  of  18. 

He  was  Yeoman  Porter  to  the  Duke  of  York,  afterwards  James 
II.  Imprisoned  in  Tower.  Sold  Clifford  in  1650,  and  died  a 
bachelor  in  the  West  Indies  -  -  —  —  -  -115 


RAINSFORDS  OF  ELMLEY  CASTLE  &  DISTRICT. 

Rainsford,  Edmund,  Prior  of  the  Benedictine  Monastery  of  Eyn- 
sham,  Oxon.,  till  the  Dissolution,  1539,  then  Under-keeper  of 
Elmley  Castle,  ob.  1558,  thought  to  be  of  the  Longdon  Branch, 
who  were  ardent  Catholics  -  -  —  —  —  -119 

Rainsford,  John,  only  son  of  Edmund  R.  of  Elmley  Castle.  Buried 

at  Sedgberrow,  1609  -  -  —  —  -  —  —  120 

Rainsford,  Paul,  of  Netherton,  near  Elmley  Castle,  and  of  Brock- 
hampton,  Glos.,  near  kinsman  of  Edmund  R.  Receiver  of  the 
Lancaster  Duchy  lands  for  Queen  Elizabeth.  He  mar.  Frances, 
dau.  of  George  Willoughby,  Esq.,  of  Netherton,  Worcs.,  ob. 

1550.  He  latterly  resided  in  Westminster  -  —  —  —  122 
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Raynesford,  William,  senr.,  brother  or  cousin  of  Paul  Rainsford  of 

Elmley  Castle,  lived  at  Broadway,  Worcs.,  circa  1566  —  —  123 

Raynesforde,  William,  son  of  William  of  Broadway,  1566,  was  a 

stock  breeder  in  Winchcombe,  Glos.  Will  dated  1605-  -  123 

Raynesforde,  Richard,  nephew  and  legatee  in  Will  of  William  R.  of 
Winchcombe,  dated  May  12,  1605.  He  mar.  Alice  Fereby,  a 
descendant  of  John  Fereby,  who  founded  and  endowed  Chip— 
ing  Campden  Free  Grammar  School  —  —  -  —  —  123 


RAINSFORD S  OF  WARWICK. 

Rainsford,  Alice,  dau.  of  William  R.  of  Stratford-on-Avon, 
bapt.  Feb.,  1600 

Rainsford,  William,  of  Stratford-on-Avon,  died  of  Plague,  Ap., 

1604 

Rainsford,  Anne,  dau.  of  William  R.  of  Stratford-on-Avon,  died 

of  Plague,  April,  1604  -  —  —  —  —  —  -  154 

l  These  are  thought  to  he  the  Warwick  Branch 
R  ainsford,  Charles,  presumably  of  the  Warwick  Branch,  purchased 

Apsley,  Co.  Warwick,  from  Lord  Berkeley  in  1613  —  -  139 

Rainsford,  Edward,  born  1579,  ob.  1653.  Town  Clerk  of  Warwick 
in  1540,  and  in  1644  Town  Clerk  and  also  Deputy  Recorder. 

He  mar.  Margaret  Blicke  (or  Blissett).  Will  proved  1653  by  son 
John  -  --  --  --  --  -135 

Rainsford,  Edward  (2).  Will  1649,  known  as  Edward  the  Bailiff  of 
Warwick,  son  of  Edward  R.,  Town  Clerk  and  Deputy 
Recorder  by  Margaret  Blicke  or  Blissett.  Ed.  (2)  mar.  Mary, 
dau.  of  James  Prescott  -  —  -  —  —  —  _  137-8 

Rainsford,  Nicholas  of  Warwick,  servant  to  Ambrose  Dudley,  Lord 

Warwick,  a  leader  of  the  Puritans.  Circa  1650  —  —  119,  153 

Rainsford,  Nicholas,  of  the  City  of  London,  brother  of  Edward  R. 

(2)  the  Bailiff  of  Warwick.  Will  proved  1649.  He  mar. 
Eleanor,  dau.  of  Robert  Rawdon  of  Mitcham  and  Bermondsey, 
Surrey.  Governor  of  S.  Thomas’  Hospital—  -  —  -  138 

Rainsford,  Nicholas,  son  of  Nicholas  R.  by  Eleanor  Rawdon,  he  was 
a  Member  of  the  Council  of  Antigua,  B.W.I.,  and  a  J.P. 

Died  1697  -  --  --  --  --  138 

Rainsford,  Captain  John,  to  whom  is  an  M.I.  in  the  Cathedral  of 
Barbados,  B.W.I.,  dated  1 7 10 1 1 1 .  In  the  Register  entered  as 
Randsford  ”  and  described  as  of  New  England,  and  the 
same  Arms  as  conferred  to  Charles  Rainsford  of  Apsley,  Co. 
Warwick  in  161y  —  —  —  —  -  —  -  -  138 

Rainsford,  Job,  Mayor  of  Warwick,  1712  -----  138 


RAYNSFORDS  OF  DALLINGTON,  STAVERTON,  etc. 

Raynsford,  George,  son  of  John  R.,  lord  of  Great  Tew  Manor,  Oxon, 
ob.  1551,  by  Alice,  dau.  of  Sir  Will.  Danvers  of  Colthorpe, 
Oxon.,  ob.  1531.  He  mar.  Katherine,  dau.  of  —  Taverner  of 
Essex,  ob.  1551;  from  whom  descend  the  Raynsfords  of  Dal- 
lington,  Northants;  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  England,  1676-9, 
and  the  present  Lord  Cullen  of  Ashbourne,  born  1912—  —  38 
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Raynsford,  Richard  of  Gyles,  in  Epping,  Co.  Essex,  ob.  1603,  brother 
of  Sir  Will.  R.,  lord  of  Great  Tew  Manor,  Oxon;  son  of  George 
R.  by  Katherine  Taverner.  He  mar.  Anne,  dau.  of  Thos. 
Meade  of  Beedon,  Essex;  purchased  Drayton,  nr.  Daventry, 
Northants.  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  '—'38 

Raynsford,  Robert  of  Diayton  and  Staverton,  Northants,  born 
1583,  ob.  1629,  son  of  Richard  R.  of  Drayton,  by  Anne  Meade. 

He  mar.  (1)  Georgina,  dau.  of  John  Pope  of  Wroxton  Abbey, 

Co.  Oxon.;  (2)  in  1602,  Mary,  dau.  of  Thos.  Kirton  of  Thorpe 
Mandeville,  Northants.  He  sold  Drayton  in  1608  —  —  38 

Raynsford,  George,  ob.  s.p.  Mary  and  Joan,  the  3  children  of  the 
1st  marriage  of  Robert  Raynsford  of  Staverton  by  Georgina, 
dau.  of  John  Pope  of  Wroxton  Abbey—  —  -  —  -  195 

Raynsford,  John,  of  Staverton  and  Coventry,  born  1606,  ob.  1634, 

eldest  son  of  Robert  Raynsford  by  2nd  wife  Mary  Kirton.  Exor. 
to  his  father’s  Will,  1628.  He  mar.  Rachel,  6th  dau.  of  William 
Whalley;  from  whom  descend  the  Raynsfords  of  Brixworth, 
Northants;  General  Chas.  Hanbury  R.  of  Henlow,  Beds.; 
Brigadier  General  Edward  James  R.,  and  his  living  descendant 
Colonel  Richard  Montagu  R.,  born  1877  —  —  —  —  201 

Raynsford,  Anna,  youngest  dau.  of  Robert  Raynsford  of  Staverton, 
by  2nd  wife  Mary  Kirton.  Mentioned  in  his  Will,  1628;  and  also 
in  brother  John’s  Will,  1634  -  —  —  —  201 

Rainsford,  Sir  Richard,  of  Staverton  and  Dallington,  Northants, 

1607,  ob.  1680;  2nd  son  of  Robert  Raynsford  of  Staverton,  by 
2nd  wife  Mary  Kirton.  He  mar.  Catherine,  dau.  of  Rev. 
Samuel  Clarke,  D.D.,  of  Kingsthorpe,  Rector  of  S.  Peter’s, 
Northampton,  1637.  Catherine  died  1698.  Became  Lord  Chief 
Justice  of  England,  1676-9  _____  196,  197 

Raynsford,  Robert,  bap.  at  Staverton,  1607,  brother  of  Sir  Rich.  R. 

of  Dallington,  died  young-  ------  38 

Raynsford,  Edward,  bap.  at  Staverton,  1609,  brother  of  Sir  Rich. 

R.  of  Dallington  and  third  ion.  Mentioned  in  Will  of  Robert 
R.  of  Staverton  ______  _  38,  201 

Raynsford,  Richard,  son  of  Sir  Richard  R.,  Lord  Chief  Justice 
1676-9,  by  Catherine,  dau.  of  Rev.  Samuel  Clarke,  D.D. 

Mar.  Ann,  dau.  of  Colonel  Richard  Neville,  M.P.  for  North¬ 
ampton,  1685.  Presided  over  the  trial  of  the  Seven  Bishops, 
in  Queen  Anne’s  reign  —  -  -  —  —  —  —  197 

Raynsford,  Mary,  living  1674,  dau.  of  Sir  Richard  R.,  Lord  Chief 
Justice  1676-9,  by  Catherine,  dau.  of  Rev.  Samuel  Clarke,  D.D. 

She  mar.  William  Buckby,  Sergeant-at-Law,  ob.  1685,  and 
they  were  the  direct  ancestors  of  the  late  George  Edward 
Cokayne,  Garter  King  at  Arms,  and  the  present  Lord  Cullen 
of  Ashbourne,  born  1912  -  -  -  —  -  -199 

Raynsford,  Mary,  bap.  1630,  dau.  of  John  Raynsford  of  Staverton 
and  Coventry,  ob.  1634,  eldest  bro.  of  Lord  Chief  Justice. 

She  mar.  Edward  Stephens  of  Cherrington,  Glos.-  -  -  201 

Raynsford,  Francis,  second  son  of  Sir  Richard  R.,  Lord  Chief  Jus¬ 
tice,  1676—9,  bv  Catherine  Clarke,  ob.  1698.  Mentioned  in  her 
Will  -  -  203,  204 

Raynsford,  Sir  George,  born  1656,  youngest  son  of  Sir  Richard  R., 
ob.  1680,  by  Catherine  Clarke,  ob.  1698.  He  married  Ayliffe 
Elliott,  niece  of  Lady  Littleton  in  1679.  Sole  extrix  to  Will 
dated  1680.  He  died  1682,  s.p-  -  203,  209 
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Raynsford,  Ann,  dau.  and  sole  heiress  of  Richard  R.,  M.P.  for 
Northampton,  1685,  by  Ann  Neville.  Mar.  James  Griffin  in 
1684,  and  the  line  merges  into  the  Barons  Braybrooke,  he 
becoming  2nd  Lord  Griffin  of  Braybrooke  Castle,  Northamp¬ 
ton  ------  197,  199,  203,  206,  208 

Raynsford,  Catherine,  Elizabeth,  Lucy  and  Frances,  legatees  in 
Will  of  their  grandmother,  widow  of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice. 
Daughters  of  Francis  Raynsford  —  —  —  —  —  205 

Raynsford,  John,  of  Quorndon,  Co.  Leicester.  Will  dated  1711, 

Son  of  Robert  R.  of  London,  ob.  1691  and  grandson  of  John 
R.  of  Staverton,  ob.  1634  -  —  —  —  —  -  209,  218 

Raynsford,  Brigadier  Edward  James,  born  1788,  son  of  Nicolls  R., 
born  1756,  descended  from  John  R.,  born  1606,  ob.  1634,  elder 
brother  of  Sir  Richard,  Lord  Chief  Justice,  ob.  1680.  Godson 
of  H.R.H.  Duke  of  Kent.  -  -----  201,208 

Raynsford,  Charles  Justinian  R.  of  Clare  College,  Combridge,  uncle 
of  Brigadier  Edward  James  R.  Chaplain  to  Duke  of  Kent.  Had 
son  same  name  who  married  Ann,  dau.  of  Francis  Vincent, 
Barrister  at  Law  of  Weddington  Hall,  Co.  Warwick,  by 
Royal  Licence,  Feb.,  1828-  -  -  -  -  —  -  218 

Raynsford,  Colonel  Richard  Montagu,  born  1877,  living  descend¬ 
ant  of  Brig.  Edward  James,  R.,  born  1788,  the  godson  of 

H. R.H.  Duke  of  Kent  ~  —  -  —  —  —  —  218 

Raynsford,  John,  of  Quorndon,  Co.  Leicester.  Will  dated  1711, 

was  the  son  of  Robert  R.,  of  London,  ob.  1691;  and  grandson 
of  John  R.  of  Staverton,  the  elder  brother  of  Sir  Richard  R., 

Lord  Chief  Justice.  He  mar.  Jane,  9th  dau.  of  Sir  Edward 
Nicolls,  2nd  Bart.,  of  Faxton,  Co.  Leicester—  —  —  209,  218 

Raynsford,  Francis,  born  1695,  ob.  1727.  Exor.  with  his  mother 
Jane  (Nicolls)  to  the  Will  of  his  father  John  R.  of  Quorndon, 

Co.  Leicester,  1711.  He  married  Hester,  6th  dau.  of  Sir  Justin¬ 
ian  Isham,  4th  Bart,  of  Lamport,  by  Eliz.,  dau.  of  Sir  Edmund 
Turnor  --------  -  210,  218 

Raynsford,  John,  younger  and  posthumous  son,  born  August,  1634, 
of  John  Raynsford  of  Staverton  and  Coventry,  ob.  Ap.  1634, 
by  Rachael  Whalley,  mar.  1629,  Co.  Leicester.  From  them 
descend  General  Charles  Hanbury  R.  of  Henlow,  Beds.;  and  his 
younger  bro.  Capt.  Robert  R.,  R.N.,  who  served  under  Nelson 
in  the  ‘  Victory  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  212 

Raynsford,  Richard,  buried  at  Wolfhamcote,  nr.  Rugby,  May,  1701, 

M.I.  -  --  --  -  -  -  -  -  218 

Raynsford,  Richard,  grandson  (?)  of  John,  ob.  Ap.,  1634.  Married  in 
1742,  Charlotte  Kingscote  (Vide  Burke’s  Landed  Gentry,  Vol. 

I,  p.  373;  Kingscote  of  Kingscote,  Vol.  1,  p.  674).  He  died  1766  212 

Raynsford,  Richard,  son  of  Richard  Raynsford  by  Charlotte  Kings¬ 
cote.  Registrar  of  the  High  Court  of  Chancery.  Mar.  Frances 
Edwards  of  Henlow  Grange,  Beds.,  in  1766,  ob.  1800  —  —  212 

Raynsford,  George  Nigel,  eldest  son  of  Richard  Raynsford  by 
Frances  Edwards.  Born  1768,  D.L.  for  Bedfordshire  and 
High  Sheriff  in  1827.  Assumed  Arms  and  name  of  Edwards—  212 
Raynsford,  Charles  Hanbury,  son  of  George  Nigel  R.  Created  a 

General  in  1873.  Buried  at  Henlow.  M.I.—  —  -  —  218 

Raynsford,  Robert,  younger  brother  of  George  Nigel  R.  born  1768, 
and  son  of  Richard  R.  by  Frances  Edwards.  Captain  R.N. 
Served  under  Nelson  in  the  ‘  Victory,’  1805.  Drowned  at  sea 
1806  -  -  ------  213 
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Rainsford,  John,  or  Ranford,  Mayor  of  Dublin  1566- 
Rainsford,  William,  living  in  1599,  son  or  grandson  of  John  Ranford, 
Mayor  of  Dublin,  1566,  described  as  an  alderman  in  1602 
Rainsford,  William,  served  under  Cromwell  in  Ireland,  circa 
1649-1653  -  --  --  --  -- 
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Rainsford,  Sir  Mark,  of  Blessington,  Co.  Wicklow,  son  of  William 
R.,  who  served  under  Cromwell.  High  Sheriff  of  Dublin,  1690- 
91,  and  3rd  Lord  Mayor  of  that  City,  1 7 00  ]  1 .  He  mar.  (1)  a  dau. 
of  Giles  Mee,  (2)  in  1695  Isabella,  dau.  of  Robert  Bolton  of 
Brazed,  Dublin.  The  founder  of  Guinness’  Brewery  -  -222-3 

Rainsford,  Edward,  eldest  son  of  Sir  Mark  R.,  Lord  Mayor  of  Dub¬ 
lin,  1 7 00 1 1 ,  by  his  first  wife,  a  dau.  of  Giles  Mee.  Mentioned 
in  brother  Mark’s  Will,  ob.  1719.  His  wife  Margaret,  men¬ 
tioned  in  Will  dated  1743-  -  223,  228 

Rainsford,  Mark,  ob.  1719,  second  son  of  Sir  Mark  R.,  Lord  Mayor 

of  Dublin  1 7 00 1 1 ,  by  his  first  wife,  a  dau.  of  Giles  Mee.-  —  227 

Rainsford,  Giles  Mee,  third  son  of  Sir  Mark  R.,  by  1st  wife,  a  dau. 

of  Giles  Mee  -  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  -  226 

Rainsford,  Michael,  born  1670,  at  Blessington,  brother  of  Sir  Mark 
R.  He  mar.  Margaret,  sister  of  General  Coleman  and  empaled 
the  Coleman  Arms,  ob.  1756  ------  238 

Rainsford,  Edward  and  Robert,  mentioned  in  father  Edward  R.’s 
Will,  1743,  grandsons  of  Sir  Mark  R.  Exors.  to  father’s  Will 
with  John  Ball  of  Kilkenny  —  —  228 

Rainsford,  Mark,  grandson  of  Sir  Mark  R.—  -  —  —  —  228 

Rainsford,  Mark  born  1750,  of  Portarlington  and  Kildare,  son  of 
Edward  R.  Will  dated  1795.  Served  under  Lord  Rawdon, 
during  the  American  War  and  under  the  Duke  of  York  in  the 
Netherlands.  Retired  with  rank  of  Captain  in  1803  —  —  228 

Rainsford,  Isabella  and  Martha,  daughters  of  Edward  R.  Will  dated 

1743,  in  which  they  are  mentioned  —  -  —  —  —  228 

Rainsford,  Frances,  dau  of  Edward  R.  of  Richmond,  Co.  Dublin, 
and  great-grand-dau.  of  Sir  Mark  R.  She  mar.  (1)  in  1779, 

Major  General  Welbore  Ellis  Doyle,  ob.  1798,  aged  39,  younger 
bro.  of  Gen.  Sir  John  Doyle,  Bart.,  ob.  1834.  (2)  In  1801  Prince 


Joseph  de  Monaco  -  —  —  —  229 

Rainsford,  Mary  and  May,  daughters  of  Michael  R.,  brother  of 

Lord  Mayor.  Mentioned  in  Will,  1756  -  —  —  —  238 

Rainsford,  James,  Will  1787.  Proved  1790,  only  son  of  Michael  R., 
of  Blessington.  Will  1756.  Armourer  to  King  George  II.  Mar. 

Ann,  dau.  of  Joseph  Ryland  of  Weston,  Cheshire  —  —  —  238 

Rainsford,  Joseph  Michael.  Will  1809,  only  son  of  James  R.  Mar. 

1st  cousin  Eliz.  Ryland,  kinsman  of  Viscount  Lymington. 

Both  buried  at  Blessington,  Co.  Wicklow.  —  —  —  —  239 

Rainsford,  Weston,  James,  eldest  son  of  Joseph  Michael  R.,  by  Eliz. 

Ryland,  ob.  1810.  Mentioned  in  Father’s  Will,  1809  —  —  239 

Rainsford,  William  Ryland,  2nd  son  of  Joseph  Michael,  by  Eliz. 
Ryland,  ob.  1816.  Mentioned  in  father’s  Will,  1809.  He  built 
Rainsford  Lodge,  Dublin-  239 

Rainsford,  John  Salisbury,  third  son  of  Joseph  Michael  by  Eliz.  Ry¬ 
land,  ob.  1816.  Mentioned  in  father’s  Will,  1809—  —  —  239 

Rainsford,  Rev.  Marcus,  eldest  son  of  Wm.  Ryland  R.  Sometime 

Incumbent  of  Belgrave  Chapel,  London  -  -  -  222,  241 
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Rainsford,  Rev.  Marcus  (2)  M.A.,  son  of  above  and  sometime 

Rector  of  S.  James,  Paddington,  -  -  -  -  -  241 

Rainsford,  Colonel  Stephen  Dixon,  C.B.  (late  R.A.),  2nd  son  of  Rev. 

Marcus  (1);  he  inherited  Rainsford  Lodge,  Dublin  -  -  222 

Rainsford,  Colonel,  W.  Y.  Read,  C.I.E.,  R.A.M.C.  Served  in 
Afganistan,  Egypt,  and  China.  Also  in  the  Great  War, 

Ob.  Feb.,  1932.  Mar.  Eliz.  Wolfe,  descended  from  Viscount 
Hawarden,  living  1933,  eldest  of  seven  sons  of  the  late  Capt. 

Wm.  Ryland  R.  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  240,243 

Rainsford,  Colonel  Marcus,  2nd  son  of  Captain  Wm.  Ryland  R.,  by 
Mary  Jane  Read,  created  C.B.  for  services  in  Egypt.  Mar. 

Eliz.  Reed,  dau.  of  Sir  George  Reed  of  York  —  —  -  240 

Rainsford,  Major  Joseph  Ryland,  4th  son  of  Captain  Wm.  Ryland 
R.,  by  Mary  Jane  Read.  Served  with  the  36th  Regt.  and  Terri¬ 
torial  W’sters,  his  father’s  Regt.  Memorial  tablet  in  W’ster 
Cathedral  _  —  —  —  240-241 

( Rainsford,  A.  R.  Living  1933 

Rainsford,  Frederick  Turner,  younger  sons  of  Captain  Wm. 

Ryland  R.,  by  Mary  Jane  Read.  Living  1933  -  -  -  241 

Rainsford,  Rev.  Charles  Forester,  M.A.,  sometime  of  Hereford, 
brother  of  the  Rev.  Marcus  (2)  and  son  of  Rev.  Marcus  R.  (1) 
of  Belgrave  Chapel,  London  -  -  -  -  -  -241 

Rainsford,  Rev.  Wm.  Stephen,  another  brother  of  the  Rev.  Marcus 

R.  (2)  for  47  years  Rector  of  St.  George’s,  New  York,  living  1933  241 


RAINSFORD S  OF  THE  TOWER  &  SCOTLAND. 

Rainsford,  Captain  Francis,  2nd  son  of  Sir  Henry  R.  (2)  lord  of 
Clifford  Chambers  Manor,  ob.  1641,  by  Eleanor,  dau.  of 
Robert  Boswell  of  Hants,  ob.  1637.  Appointed  Deputy  Lieut, 
of  the  Tower  of  London,  1660.  Had  7  children  bapt.  in 
Tower  and  he  was  bur.  there  1678.  Wife,  Eliz. — sole  exor. 
Rainsford,  Captain  Sir  Francis,  brother  of  the  2nd  Sir  Henry  R., 
lord  of  Clifford,  knighted  1632  and  uncle  of  above  Captain 
Francis.  Mar.  in  1629,  Mary  dau.  of  Sir  Henry  Ewer  of  the 
Lea,  Co.  Herts.,  ob.  1635  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Rainsford,  Ann,  dau.  of  Capt.  Sir  Francis  R.,  by  Mary  Ewer.  Proved 
her  mother’s  Will  1655.  Mar.  Sir  Thos.  Smith  of  Sutton, 
Suffolk,  -  -  -  T  - 

Rainsford,  Francis,  Major  and  Captain  in  the  7th  Regt.  Foot  Royal 
Fusiliers,  eldest  son  of  Captain  Francis  R.  of  the  Tower, 
ob.  1698.  He  mar.  Eliz.  Stanwise  of  Carlisle  and  had  3  sons, 
Chas.,  Francis  and  Thomas  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Rainsford,  Major  Charles,  eldest  son  of  Major  Francis  R.,  by  Eliz. 
Stanwise,  Major  of  the  Tower  of  London  in  1749  and  Deputy 
Lieut,  in  1750.  Mar.  Anne,  dau.  of  Lieut. -Gen.  Barrett. 
Buried  in  Tower,  1778  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Rainsford,  Francis,  2nd  son  of  Major  Francis  R.,  by  Eliz. 
Stanwise.  Cornet  of  Dragoons.  Mar.  Isabella,  dau.  of  Wm. 
Bale,  Co.  Derby.  Buried  in  the  Tower,  1770  —  —  - 
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Rainsford,  General  Charles,  born  1727,  ob.  1809,  second  son  of  Fran¬ 
cis  R.,  ob.  1770,  by  Isabella  Bale,  A.D.C.  to  King  George  III. 

Lieut. -Governor  of  Gibraltar,  1792.  Mar  (1)  Eliz.,  dau.  of  Ed. 

Miles  of  Tower,  ob.  1781,  2ndly,  in  1789,  Ann  Cornwallis, 
dau.  of  Sir  Wm.  More  Molyneux  of  Guildford,  Surrey-  248-49 
Rainsford,  Major  General  William  Henry,  born  circa  1780,  only  son 
of  General  Charles  R.,  ob.  1809,  by  1st  wife  Eliz.  Miles,  ob. 

1781.  He  died  1823-  -------  249 

Rainsford,  Julia  Anne,  born  circa  1780,  only  dau.  of  General  Charles 
R.,  ob.  1809,  by  1st  wife  Eliz.  Miles  of  the  Tower.  Mar.  in 
1817,  Capt.  James  Park  Muller  Kenyon,  2nd  Royal  Life 
Guards.  He  died  1823  —  —  —  —  -  249 

Rainsford,  Captain  Thomas,  3rd  son  of  Major  Francis  R.,  by 
Eliz.  Stanwise,  9th  Reg.  Foot.  Ob.  1754.  Will  proved  by  wife 
Elizabeth  _________  250 

Rainsford,  Andrew,  Captain  in  1764,  only  son  of  Capt.  Thomas  R., 
ob.  1754,  by  Elizabeth.  Sold  his  commission  in  1769.  Mar. 

Eliz.,  dau.  of  Thos  Cuming  of  Bath.  Died  in  New  Bruns¬ 
wick,  1839  ________  250—251 

Rainsford,  Thomas,  son  of  Captain  Andrew,  R.,  by  Eliz.  Cuming, 
Captain  2nd  Regt.  of  Life  Guards.  Sold  his  commission  1799. 

In  1816  appointed  Provost  Master  of  St.  Helena  during 
Napoleon’s  Captivity,  ob.  1817.  Buried  in  St.  Helena. 

Mar.  Jane,  dau.  of  Sir  Samuel  Hannay,  Bart.,  of  Kirkdale, 

Co.  Galloway,  N.B.  She  died  1816  —  -  —  —  -  251 

Rainsford,  Hannay,  Major  Frederick,  J.P.,  D.L.  of  Kirkdale,  born 
1810,  son  of  Captain  Thomas  R.  by  Jane  Hannay.  Mar.  in 
1844,  ob.  1868-  -  --  --  --  -  251 

Rainsford,  Hannay,  Colonel  Ramsey  William  of  Kirkdale,  son  of 
Major  Frederick  Rainsford  Hannay,  born  1810,  ob.  1868. 
Living  in  1933—  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  -  251 

Rainsford,  Charles  Savage,  ob.  1777,  son  of  Major  Charles  R.  of  the 
Tower,  buried  there  1778.  Captain  in  Ancram’s  Dragoons. 

From  him  descends  Frederick  Vine  Rainsford  the  genealogist  -  251 

Rainsford,  Charles,  born  1765,  eldest  son  of  Charles  Savage  R.,  En¬ 
sign  44th  Reg.  of  Foot.  Sold'out  1783,  ob.  1843  -  -  _  252 

Rainsford  Charles  Patrick,  born  at  East  Hannay,  1789,  2nd  son  of 
Charles  R.,  born  1765.  Served  through  the  Deccan  War.  Ap¬ 
pointed  Captain  of  Invalids  in  the  Royal  Hospital,  Chelsea, 

1866,  till  age  of  82.  Mar.  Mary  Dowling,  of  Swords,  Dublin, 
ob.  1874  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  252 

Rainsford,  Frederick  Vine,  1846-1924,  descended  from  Charles 
Savage  R.,  son  of  Major  Charles  R.  of  the  Tower  of  London, 
devoted  sixty  years  to  Rainsford  research  —  —  —  —  251 


GUP’S  HILL  LINE. 

Ransford,  William,  baptized  in  Tewkesbury  Abbey.  Mar.  1667. 
Owner  of  Gup’s  Hill  Estate,  Tewkesbury.  Will  dated  1750, 
ob.  1752  -  -  -  --  --  -  260,261 

Ransford,  Edward,  son  of  William  R.,  ob.  1752.  Edward’s  Will, 

dated  1783.  Inherited  Gup’s  Hill  estate  -  260,  262 

Ransford,  (2)  Edward,  nephew  of  Edward  R.  born  1738,  ob.  1813.  In¬ 
herited  Gup’s  Hill  estate  ------  260,  262 
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Ransford  (3)  Edward,  son  of  Edward  R.  (2)  inherited  Gup’s  Hill, 

born  1766,  ob.  1842.  _______  268 

Ransford,  John,  son  of  Edward  R.  (3)  born  1801,  ob.  1869.  Surgeon 

Major  in  the  Bengal  Army;  on  Medical  Staff  at  Cawnpore  -  270 

Ransford,  Charles,  son  of  Edward  R.  (3)  later  Dr.  Charles  R.  of 

Alnwick.  Physician  to  the  Duke  of  Northumberland  -  270 

Ransford,  Colonel  Charles,  son  of  Charles  R.  of  Alnwick.  Joined 

Army  1861,  and  served  in  Bengal  _____  270 

Ransford,  Francis  and  James,  sons  of  Colonel  Charles  R.  O  beers 
among  the  “  Contemptibles  ”  at  the  Siege  of  Mons,  1914. 
Living  1933  ________  270 

Ransford,  Thomas  of  Cheltenham,  eldest  son  of  William  R.  of 

Gups  Hill,  ob.  1752.  Thos.  died  1768-  -  270 

Ransford,  John,  born  1737,  son  of  Thomas  R.  of  Cheltenham, 
migrated  to  the  U.S.A.  in  1773,  and  bought  estate  of  Edgefield, 

South  Carolina  ________  270 


Ransford,  Thomas,  son  of  John  R.  of  Edgefield,  U.S.A.,  which  he 
inherited  from  his  father,  also  Rainsford,  Old  Place,  S.  Carolina 
from  whom  descends  the  Hon.  Thomas  Rainsford,  present 
owner  of  estates,  1932,  He  has  no  male  issue,  but  dau.  Mrs. 

June  Butler,  an  authoress  -------  270 

Ransford,  John,  brother  of  Edward  R.  (2)  of  Gup’s  Hill  and  who 

died  1813  -  271,  272 

Ransford,  James  Beale,  son  of  John  Ransford,  the  brother  of  Edward 
R.  (2)  of  Gups  Hill.  Followed  relatives  to  South  Carolina. 

Died  1868,  and  was  buried  on  the  estate,  U.S.A.  -  -  273 

Ransford,  Joseph,  born  at  Aylworth  Manor  House,  Naunton,  Glos., 

son  of  John  Ransford  by  Mary  Taylor-  -  -  -  271 

Ransford,  Edwin,  of  Welbeck  Street,  London,  brother  of  James 
Beale,  R.,  of  Edgefield,  South  Carolina,  had  a  successful  stage 
career  in  the  fifties  and  sixties.  Died  1877  —  —  —  -  273 

Rainsford,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  brother-in-law  of  James 

Beale.  R-  ---------  275 

Ransford,  Canon  Robert  Bolton,  M.A.,  son  of  Henry  Ransford, 

born  1804,  by  Frances  Bolton  —  —  —  —  —  —  275 

Ransford,  Henry,  ob.  1893.  Spent  9  years  in  West  Indies  and  12 

in  Canada  —  —  —  —  —  -  _  275 

Ransford,  Alfred,  the  genealogist,  son  of  Thomas  R.  of  Coventry 
by  2nd  wife.  Mar.  Lilia,  dau.  of  J.  D.  Eames,  M.D.,  of  Shipley, 
Yorks.,  and  sister  of  C.  W.  Eames,  D.S.O.,  M.D.  (Both  living 
1933).  Commandant  of  28th  Norfolk  V.A.D.  —  —  -  282 

Ransford,  Captain  Merrill,  2nd  Suffolk  Regiment,  son  of  John 
Ernest  R.,  M.D.,  Retired,  nephew  of  Alfred  R.  of  Hunstanton. 
Living  1933  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  279 

Ransford,  Margaret  Elizabeth,  sometime  Matron  of  Burton-on- 
Trent  Infirmary,  living  1933  —  —  —  —  —  —  281 

Ransford,  Sarah  Eliza,  sometime  Matron  of  Weston-super-Mare 

Hospital,  ob.  1929-  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  281 

Ransford,  Annie  Cash,  sometime  Matron  of  St.  Leonards-on-Sea 

Hospital.  Fataly  injured  1906  _____  281 

Ransford,  Florence,  sometime  Matron  of  Mansfield  Hospital, 

'  Notts.,  living  1933-  _______  281 

Sisters  of  Alfred  Ransford,  all  the  children  of  Thos.  R.  of  Coven¬ 
try,  by  2nd  wife  ________ 

Ransford,  Vernon  Seymour,  of  the  Gup’s  Hill  line  in  Australia, 
living  1932  -  -  -  '  -  -  -  -  -  - 
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Sapcote,  Ann,  of  Sapcote,  Co.  Leicester,  Mar.  (1)  John  Broughton. 

(2)  Sir  John  Russell,  1st  Earl  of  Bedford,  ob.  1558-  -  -  137 

Savage,  Sir  John,  the  younger,  had  grant  of  the  Constableship  of 
Elmley  Castle  in  1488,  and  on  the  death  of  Sir  William  Comp¬ 
ton  was  appointed  Constable  and  Keeper  —  —  —  —  120 

Savage,  Francis,  son  of  Sir  John  Savage  the  younger,  Constable  and 

Keeper  of  Elmley  Castle  —  —  —  —  —  -  -120 

Savage,  family  of,  at  Rock  Savage,  Cheshire  —  —  —  -  120 

Savage,  Sir  William,  head  Keeper  of  Elmley  Castle  in  1539  —  - 

Savage,  Mistress  Ann,  dau.  of  William  Sheldon  of  Beoley,  Worcs. 

Mar.  (1)  Francis  Savage  of  Elmley  Castle;  2ndly  Anthony 
Daston,  Esq.,  one  of  the  overseers  to  the  Will  of  Edmund 
Raynsford,  underkeeper  of  Elmley  Castle,  ob  1558,  Dec*.  2  120,  170 
Savage,  Walter,  one  of  the  sons  of  Ann  Daston,  formerly  wife 
of  Francis  Savage  of  Elmley  Castle,  and  widow  of  Anthony 


Daston  —  —  —  -  —  —  —  —  —  —  170 

Savage,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Walter  Savage  of  Elmley  Castle  and 
Broadway,  and  heiress  apparent  of  Richard  Hall  and  Joyce  his 
wife,  of  Idlicote,  Co.  Warwick—  —  —  —  -  170 

Savage,  Christopher,  grandfather  of  Walter  Savage  of  Broadway, 

Worcs.,  held  in  1521  the  Manor  of  Broad  Campden  —  —  171 

Savage,  John,  of  Broadway,  Worcs.  -  -  -  -  -  -189 


Savage,  Richard,  of  Evesham,  ob.  1551.  Mar.  Alice,  dau.  of  Thos. 
Watson  of  Bengeworth,  and  sister  of  Dr.  Watson,  M.A., 
Fellow  of  All  Souls',  Oxford 

Savage,  Alice,  dau.  of  Richard  Savage,  by  Alice  Watson  of  Benge¬ 
worth,  Worcs.  Mar.  June,  1568,  in  Stratford-on-Avon  Church 


to  Julian  Bradshaw  of  Worcester  —  —  —  —  —  179 

Saye,  William  de,  Companion  of  William  the  Conqueror  —  -  35 

Saye  (3)  Geoffrey  de,  mar.  Alice,  dau.  of  John  Cheney—  —  -  35 

Saye,  William  de,  son  of  Geoffrey,  Lord  of  Berling  and  Seale,  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  Rochester  Castle—  —  —  —  —  —  —  35 

Saye,  William,  Registrar  of  Causes  Ecclesiastical  and  Proctor  of 
the  Arches  of  London.  Mar.  April,  1577,  Eliz.,  dau.  of  Thos. 
Watson  of  Bengeworth,  Worcs.—  —  —  —  —  —  179 

Saye,  Lord  and  Lady  ______  130,  131,  195 

Scrope,  Sir  Richard  le—  —  —  —  —  —  -  —  41 

Seraus,  William  de,  2nd  husband  of  Letitia  Fitz-Reinfred,  circa 

1070  -  --  --  --  --  -  20 


Shakespeare,  William,  the  poet,  born  1564.  Will  proved  1616.  Son 
of  John  Shakespeare,  Alderman  of  Stratford,  1565,  by  Mary 
Arden,  of  Williamscote,  Co.  Warwick.  Mar.  Ann  Hathaway 
of  Shottery,  Stratford-on-Avon,  Dec.,  1582,  who  died  1623 
141,  142,  143,  144,  145,  149,  150,  151,  153,  155,  156,  160,  161,  163, 
165,  169,  172,  173,  178,  181,  184,  187,  188,  189,  190,  192 
Shakespeare,  John,  father  of  the  Poet,  147,  173,  179,  181,  183,  187,  192 
Shakespeare,  John,  cousin  of  the  poet,  said  to  have  come  from 
Rowington,  Co.  Warwick,  and  tenant  of  Charles  Rainsford,  lord 
of  Clifford  Chambers.  He  mar.  Julian  Hobbins  or  Robbins, 

1578.  ob.  1608  _____  145,  150,  173,  185 

Shakespeare,  Thomas,  uncle  of  the  poet,  a  messenger  in  the  Court 

of  Queen  Elizabeth  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  145,  192 

Shakespeare,  Alice,  the  sister  of  John,  and  a  cousin  of  the  poet,  a 
tenant  of  Charles  Rainsford,  in  whose  Will  1578,  she  is  mention¬ 
ed.  Mar.  Charles  Mallory-  -  -  -  -  -  -185 
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Shakespeare,  Richard,  bailiff  of  the  Priory  of  Wroxall,  adjoining 

Rowington,  Co.  Warwick.  Supplanted  by  a  John  Hall—  —  188 

Shakespeare,  Edmund,  brother  of  the  poet,  known  as  ‘  a 
player,’  Buried  in  the  Church  of  St.  Mary  Overy,  London, 

Dec.,  1607  _________  180 

Shakespeare,  Joan,  sister  of  the  poet,  mar.  William  Hart  of  Strat¬ 
ford-on-Avon.  ________  265 

Shakespeare,  Susannah,  dau  of  the  poet  William  Shakespeare,  by 
his  wife  Ann  Hathaway  of  Shottery,  Stratford-on-Avon. 

Mar.  Dr.  John  Hall,  June,  1607,  whom  she  pre-deceased  and 
left  one  dau.  Eliz.,  born  1608  -  _  _  _  142,  163,  164 

Shaxpere,  Robert,  whose  dau.  Isabel,  mar.  Thomas  Turner,  March, 

1593,  in  Register  of  Tatchbrook,  Co.  Warwick  —  —  —  265 

Shakespeare-Hart,  family  of  -----  —  263,  265 

Shaw,  George  Bernard  —  —  —  —  -  —  -  -  285 

Shaw,  Edmund,  Mayor  of  London-  —  —  —  —  —  58 

Shaw,  Sir  John,  Mayor  of  London,  1st  husband  of  Margaret  Ham, 

who  became  2nd  wife  of  Sir  John  Rainsford  (1)  of  Essex  —  58 

Sheldon,  Ralph,  of  Beoley,  Co.  Worcs.,  one  of  the  overseers  to  the 
Will  of  Charles  Rainsford  of  Clifford  Chambers  Manor. 
Proved  1581  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  105 


Sheldon,  Rev.  Dormer,  of  Abberton,  Worcs.,  whose  3rd  dau.  Mary, 
mar.  Francis  Vincent,  Barrister-at-Law,  of  Weddington  Hall, 

Co.  Warwick  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Sheldon,  Ann,  dau.  of  Rev.  Dormer  Sheldon,  by  Mary  Vincent,  mar. 
Charles  Justinian  Rainsford  by  Royal  license,  Feb.,  1828. 

Ann  died  1838,  aged  78  —____—  211,218 

Siward,  ancestor  of  William  de  Arden,  lord  of  the  Manor  of 

Radborne,  Co.  Warwick,  temp.  King  John,  1199-1216-  —  22 

Sheppard,  family  of,  purchased  the  Hungerford  Manor  of  Great 
Rollright,  in  1583,  from  Edmund  Hungerford.  They  inter¬ 
married  with  the  Rainsfords.  See  Will  of  Dorothy  R.  Oct., 

1608  -  --  --  --  --  -  186 
Sheppard,  William,  son  of  William  Sheppard  of  Great  Rollright, 

Oxon.  Mar.  Dorothy,  sister  of  Sir  John  Osborne,  remem¬ 
brancer  of  the  Exchequer,  circa,  1580-  —  —  —  —  187 

Sheppard,  Dr.  William,  Doctor  of  Medicine,  of  Great  Rollright, 
Oxon,  Mar.  Sarah,  dau.  of  William  Hall  of  Acton,  Mid., 
father  of  Dr.  John  Hall.  Will  proved  Dec.,  1607,  in  which  she 
is  a  legatee  —  -  —  —  -  —  —  -  -186 

Skinner,  family  of,  1698  —  _  —  —  _  205,206 

Slater,  Sir  Ransford,  K.C.M.G.,  C.B.E.,  Governor  in  Chief  of 

Jamaica,  1932-  ______  276,277,278 

Sly,  Christopher,  in  “  The  Taming  of  the  Shrew  -  -  -  183 

Smith,  Dame  Bridget,  1698  —  —  _  205 

Smith,  Alice,  dau.  of  Thos.  Watson  of  Bengeworth,  Worcs.  (Mar. 

(1)  Rich.  Savage  of  Evesham,  ob.  1531;  and  2ndly  William 
Smith  of  Stratford-on-Avon  and  Ws’ter,  Will  dated  1578. 

She  died  1584.  Both  buried  in  W’ster  Cathedral  _  -  _  180 

Some,  Sir  Stephen,  whose  dau.  Jane  was  the  2nd  wife  of  John 

Raynsford  of  Quorndon,  Co.  Leicester,  ob.  1711,  aged  36  -  209 

Somerset,  Duke  of,  brother  of  John  Beaufort,  circa  1471  -  -  48 

Somerset,  Lord  John,  brother  of  the  Duke,  killed  at  Battle  of 

Tewkesbury,  1471—  -  -  —  -  -  —  -49 

Southampton,  2nd  Earl,  a  noted  recusant,  imprisoned  in  the  Tower 
with  Sir  Henry  Goodere  of  Polesworth  -  -  -  - 
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Southampton,  3rd  Earl  of,  Henry  Wroithesley,  the  patron  of 
Shakespeare,  born  Oct.,  1573.  He  was  among  those  who  sent 
“  The  Discovery  ”  in  search  of  the  North  West  Passage,  on 
behalf  of  the  East  India  Co.  ______  15# 

Squire,  Mary,  wife  of  Edward  Ransford  of  Gups  Hill  Manor. 

Will  proved  1813  -  --  --  ---263 

Spenser,  Earl,  K.G.  ________  199 

Spenser,  Poet  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -132 

Stanborough,  William,  of  Canons  Ashby,  Northampton.  Will  1692, 

in  which  he  leaves  property  to  son-in-law,  Robert  Rainsford-  135 
Stanborough,  Mary,  dau.  of  William  S.  of  Canons  Ashby.  Mar. 
Robert  Rainsford,  son  of  Robert  R.,  D.D.,  sometime  Rector 
of  Henley  on  Thames.  Feb.  1635  -  -  -  -  -  135 

Starkey,  Sir  Humphrey,  Kt.,  Chief  Baron  of  the  Exchequer. 
Father-in-law  of  Sir  John  Rainsford  (1)  of  Bradfield  Hall, 

Essex  —  —  —  -  —  -  --  --58 

Starkey,  Anne,  dau.  of  Sir  Humphrey  S.,  Kt.;  1st  wife  of  Sir  John 

Rainsford  (1)  of  Bradfield  Hall,  Essex  -  —  -  —  58 

Starkey,  Richard,  ‘  Servant  to  the  Queen’s  Majesty,’  cousin  of  Sir 
John  Rainsford  (2)  of  Bradfield  Hall,  Essex.  Mentioned  in  his 
Will,  1559  -  -62,  63 

Stirling,  General  Sir  William,  Governor  of  the  Tower  of  London-  241 
Strangeman,  John,  one  of  the  exors.  to  (1)  Sir  John  Rainsford’: 

Will,  1521,  of  Bradfield  Hall,  Essex  -----  60 

Stephen,  King  of  England  -  —  _  —  -  67 

Stephen,  Thomas,  to  whom  was  Willed  the  farm  of  the  Manor  of 
Thundersley,  Essex,  by  Sir  John  Rainsford  (1)  of  Bradfield 
Hall,  1521  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -60 

Stephens,  Edward,  of  Cherrington,  Glos.,  and  of  the  Middle 
Temple,  Barrister.  Mar.  Mary,  bap.  Jan.,  1630,  dau.  of  John 
Raynesford  of  Staverton,  Coventry,  ob.  1634,  by  Rachel 
Whalley  —  -  -  -  -  -  -'-  -201 

Stephens,  Edward  (2)  of  Cherrington,  son  of  Edward  Stephens,  by 
Mary  Raynsford  of  Staverton.  He  mar.  Mary,  dau.  of  Sir 
Matthew  Hale  of  Alderley,  Kt.  -  -  -  201 

Stewart,  Mrs.  Jane,  1698—  —  —  _  205 

Stonor,  Walter  -  —  —  —  —  —  -  90 

Strange,  le,  family  of—  ------  -  25 

Stuart,  Charles,  circa  1799  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  234 

Sturt,  Diana,  dau.  of  Humphrey  Sturt  of  Horton,  Somerset-  -  235 

Studdert,  Mary,  of  Cragmoher,  Corafin,  Co.  Clare  -  -  -  241 

Suffolk,  John,  Duke  of,  circa  1486  ------  46 

Sumner,  Esther,  wife  of  Edward  Read,  Dublin,  circa  1750  —  —  243 

Sydney,  Sir  Philip,  born  at  Penshurst,  Kent,  1554,  nephew  of  Robert 

Earl  of  Leicester  —  —  —  —  —  —  106,130 

Sydney,  Sir  Henry,  Lord  Deputy  of  Ireland,  father  of  Sir  Philip-  130 


T. 


Tailibois,  or  Tailibox,  Ivo,  of  Lincoln  and  Norfolk,  sometimes 
called  Reinfred  Tailibois,  son  of  Reinfred,  the  founder  and  1st 
Prior  of  Whitby  Abbey,  Yorks.  Brother  of  Fulk  de  Maltby  —19,  20 
Talbot,  family  of—  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  68 

Talmage,  Lyonnell,  of  Helmingham,  Co.  Suffolk,  one  of  the  exors. 

to  Will  of  Sir  John  Rainsford  (2)  of  Bradfield  Hall,  Essex,  1559  63 
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Tanfield,  Sir  Laurence,  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  the  Exchequer. 
Purchased  Great  Tew  Manor,  Oxon.,  from  Edward  Raynsford 
in  1610  ----------92 

Tanfield,  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Sir  Lawrence  Tanfield.  Mar.  Sir  Henry 

Carey,  1st  Viscount  Falkland  and  Lord  Deputy  of  Ireland  -  92 

Taylor,  Mary,  wife  of  John  Ransford,  born  1737,  the  son  of  Thos. 

R.  of  Cheltenham;  2nd  wife  of  Jasper  Radborne  of  Aylworth, 

Glos.  -  --  --  --  --  -  271 

Tesson,  Jordon,  1st  husband  of  Letitia  Fitz-Reinfred,  circa  1070—  20 

Thorold,  Lucy,  dau.  of  Sheriff  of  Lincoln.  Mar  (1)  Ivor  Tailibois, 

1st  Baron  of  Kendal;  (2)  Ralph,  Earl  of  Chester  —  —  —  20 

Throckmorton,  Sir  John,  Kt.  —  —  —  —  —  —  -103 

Tighe,  or  Tilte,  Richard,  legatee  in  Mark  Rainsford’s  Will,  1719  —  227 

Tighe,  Cordelia,  wife  of  Mark  Rainsford.  Mentioned  in  Will  1719-  227 

Todeni  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  -  —  18 

Toroid,  of  Pont  Audemer.  Mar.  Weava,  sister  of  Gunora.  He 

descended  from  Bernard  the  Dane  -  -  —  —  —  21 

Townsends  of  Norfolk  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  32 

Tracy,  Sir  John  -  --  --  --  -- 

Trafford,  family  of  Trafford  ------  -  24 

Tresham,  Sir  Thomas,  grandson  of  Sir  Wm.  Vaux.  Controller  of  the 

Household  to  Henry  VI.  Beheaded  at  Tewkesbury,  1471  —  49 

Troyte,  family  of  -  —  -  —  —  —  —  — 

Trussell,  family  of,  Billesley,  Co.  Warwick  —  -  —  — 

Tudor,  Trevor.  See  Royal  House  of  Tudor,  also  Brasses  in  Clifford 

Chambers  Church  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  -106 

Tufton,  Sir  Richard  —  -  —  -  —  —  —  -161 

Tufton,  Dame  Ayliffe  -  —  —  -  —  —  —  —  205 

Tufton,  Captain  Henry  -  —  —  —  —  —  234 

Tunstall,  Dr.,  Master  of  the  Rolls,  one  of  the  exors.  to  Will  of 

Sir  John  Rainsford  (1)  of  Bradfield  Hall,  Essex,  1521  —  —  60 

Turner,  family  of—  —  -  —  —  -  —  -  ~  263 

Turner,  Henry,  late  of  Atherstone,  Co.  Warwick—  _  _  —  265 

Turner,  Thomas  and  John,  brothers  of  Henry.  Mentioned  in  his 

Will,  1605  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  265 

Turner,  John  and  Ann  Rainsford,  in  Winchcombe  Parish  Registers, 

Oct.,  1605  -  --  --  --  --  265 

Turner,  Thomas,  of — “  and  Isabell  Shaxpere  of  this  p’she,  Alar., 

1593  ”  Parish  Registers,  Tatchbrook,  Co.  Warwick  —  —  265 

Turolph  the  Rich  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  ~  -18 


Turchillus,  Margaret,  dau.  of,  mar.  Henry  de  Newburgh,  1st  Norman 
Earl  of  Warwick  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  ~ 

Tynte,  John,  one  of  the  overseers  to  Sir  Lawrence  Rainsford’s  Will 
1490,  of  Bradfield  Hall,  Essex  —  —  —  —  — 

Tyrell,  Sir  John  --------- 


u. 

Upton,  from  this  family  descend  the  lords  of  Upton,  Warwickshire, 
one  of  whom  mar.  a  Fiennes  of  Banberi,  Oxon,  removing  to 
Hungerford,  there  called  by  name  of  Moeles  or  Mollins, 
ancestors  of  the  Lord  Hungerford  '  —  ~ 


V. 

Vaux,  Sir  William  (father  of  Nicholas,  1st  Lord  Vaux  of  Harrowden) 
slain  at  Tewkesbury,  1471-  ----- 
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Varney,  or  Verney,  Christian,  “  cozen  ”  of  Dame  Katherine  Rains- 

ford,  mentioned  in  her  Dallington  Will,  1698  -  -  -  206 

Venner,  Richard  (form  of  Grosvenor)  of  Wellesbourne- Hastings, 

Co.  Warwick,  overseer  Will  of  Alderman  Smith,  1578,  buried 
in  Worcester  Cathedral  —  —  -  —  —  -  -180 

Vere,  Aubrey  de,  Companion  of  William  the  Conqueror  —  -  35 

Vere,  Sir  John,  1520,  attended  Henry  VIII  on  the  Field  of  Cloth 
of  Gold,  with  John  Reynforth.  The  de  Veres  became  extinct 
in  1702,  with  the  death  of  the  20th  Earl  Aubrey  de  Vere—  69,  58,  35 
Verney,  Richard,  son  of  Edmund  Verney  of  Compton,  Co.  Warwick, 

mar.  Ann  Danvers  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  76,148 

Verney,  Alice,  dau.  and  heiress  of  William  Verney  of  Byfield, 

Northants,  earliest  known  Verney,  in  By  fleet,  1230  —  —  77 

Verney,  Greville  (Lords  Willoughby  de  Broke)—  —  —  —  124 

Verney,  Sir  Greville,  Sheriff,  Co.  Warwick  -  -  -  -  135 

Verney,  Sir  Greville  de  jure,  7th  Lord  Willoughby  de  Broke  —  135 

Vere,  Sir  Robert  de,  effigy  in  St.  Michael’s  Church,  Great  Tew  —  83 

Ville,  Humphrey  de  (or  Ansfred  de)  founded  the  Abbey  of  Preaux  -18,  21 
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